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INTRODUCTION 
 

 

These regulations have been adopted by the Dauphin County Board of Commissioners for the primary purpose of 

encouraging the best development of Dauphin County. This Ordinance, and regulations contained herein, have been 

enacted in accordance with the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). 

 

In adopting this Ordinance the Board of Commissioners has designated the Dauphin County Planning Commission as 

the agency responsible for the administration of the regulations established by this Ordinance. 

 

The new ordinance replaces an ordinance initially adopted in 1970 and subsequently amended. This Ordinance has 

been adopted to generally reflect the Tri-County Regional Planning Commission Model Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance which was adopted in April 2008. 

 

Owners or developers who anticipate subdividing land into two or more lots, tracts, or parcels in Dauphin County 

and/or land development should become familiar with this Ordinance. The Ordinance was prepared in order to provide 

clear cut procedures for the preparation, submission, review and report or approval of subdivision and land 

development plans. These regulations include a description of all the specific steps required for the submission of 

subdivision and land development plans, together with design standards; and improvement and construction 

requirements. 

 

Applicants may come to the Dauphin County Planning Commission’s office with a sketch plan (pre-application plan) 

of the land they proposed to subdivide or develop before preparing and submitting a preliminary plan. In that manner 

the applicant could obtain professional advice at the time it would be most valuable. 

 

Lot size in a subdivision is one of the first decisions to be made. It influences street design, block length, community 

facilities required, etc. In those subdivisions and land development plans that will have on lot septic tanks and 

absorption fields, percolation tests and soil analysis of the tract should be the first step before preparing a preliminary 

plan. Lot size can be affected on the basis of the percolation tests. 

 

The preliminary plan is the stage when ideas and plans are developed. It requires the coordinated efforts of many 

agencies, utility companies and public officials. 

 

The final plan is the detailed official document to be recorded in the Dauphin County courthouse, and is the basis for 

the construction and improvements placed on the tract. 

 

Content of the Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance 

 

The organized format for this Ordinance is as follows: 

 

 Article I   Short Title  

 

 Article II   Purpose, Authority, Application, and Interpretation 

 

 Article III   Definitions 

 

 Article IV   Plan Processing Procedures and Requirements 

 

 Article V   Design Standards & Improvement and Construction Standards 

 

 Article VI  Improvements and Maintenance Guarantees  

 

 Article VII   Mobile Home and Recreational Vehicle Parks and Campgrounds 

 

 Article VIII  Fees & Reviews/Approvals 
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 Article IX  Modification of Requirements (Identifies the mechanism for the granting of waivers to the Ordinance’s minimum requirements.) 

 

 Article X   Enforcement, Amendments, Violations, Appeals, Preventive Remedies, Penalties, Severability  

 and Repealer  

 
 Article XI Effective Date and Enactment 

 

 

APPENDICES have been included in the back of the Ordinance.  

 

 

 
 


