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EXTINCTION 

A Spanish ship descends the Amazon River for the first time, someone scrolls through the 

image gallery looking for a photo, the lower gallery of an illegal mine collapses, the King of 

Spain listens stunned to a mass in his honor, drops of golden dust on suspension, it rains 

mud, an anatomy teacher searches for the place of the soul, someone finds the nearest 

restaurant, 56 unread messages, the interior of the jungle burns, a requiem resounds in a 

New World cathedral, an artificial intelligence speculates on the extinction of humankind, 

someone looks at the sky, someone watches a series, someone picks up a mineral fragment, 

someone picks up a chalice, someone picks up a telephone. 

Agrupación Señor Serrano stages a visual poem of the masses of Battle and pro Defunctis by 

Joan Cererols. Extinction is a poetic and visual piece on the notes of the masses through a 

dramaturgy that unfolds with the use of video cameras, performance, scale models, objects, 

video projections produced in real time and a choir singing live. A large screen dominates the 

space, several work tables, various film sets, various performers-manipulators, and a vocal 

and instrumental ensemble intermingle on stage. Static and ecstatic images captured live and 

transformed in real time, performers entering and exiting different allegorical figures, the 

search for the soul, the search for coltan, for the fire, for Eldorado, for the blood, for some 

flat and simple entertainment to inflate us like a popcorn about to explode. 
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JUAN CEREROLS AND THE MASSES 

Juan Cererols (1618-1680) renewed the Spanish Renaissance tradition, opening it up to the 

Baroque influences coming mainly from Italy and Flanders in the middle of the turbulent 

seventeenth century. A Benedictine monk, Cererols developed his entire career around the 

Montserrat Monastery, where he became director of the choir for more than twenty years. In 

his musical education it is worth highlighting the time he spent at the headquarters of the 

Benedictine monastery of Montserrat in Madrid. During that period he composed his Missa de 

Batalla (1648) in honor of Felipe IV, maybe the swan song of the imperial expansionism of 

the Spanish crown that was already showing signs of exhaustion of the model of unproductive 

plundering of the American colonies. The second of his great masses, the Missa pro Defunctis 

(1651), is only three years later and however it reflects a very different atmosphere, more 

laconic, dense and dark. Thus, the austere lines of the Missa Pro Defunctis, with already 

frequent baroque tensions, are opposed to the brilliant Missa de Batalla with three choirs, of 

a pseudo profane character. The contrast of these two works evokes the journey of musical 

taste from medieval and Renaissance mystical simplicity to the rich polyphony and 

instrumentation of the early Baroque. Most of the original work of Cererols disappeared in the 

fire of the Abbey caused by the French troops during the invasion of 1811. Thhe work that 

was saved was printed at the beginning of the 20th century and ended up putting Cererols in 

the place of honor of the Spanish baroque. 
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TEAM 

Dramaturgy and direction: Àlex Serrano y Pau Palacios 

Musical direction and ensemble: variable 

Performers: Carlota Grau, Marcel Borràs, Àlex Serrano, David Muñiz. 

Dramaturgy and direction assistant: Carlota Grau 

Light design: Cube.bz 

Costumes and set design: Lola Belles 

Video programming: David Muñiz 

Graphic design: Vicenç Viaplana 

Sound atmosphere: Roger Costa Vendrell 

Choreographic assistance: Núria Guiu 

Production direction: Barbara Bloin 

Executive production: Paula S. Viteri 

Management: Jordi Tort (FestArtist) 

 

A production by Teatro Real and Teatro de La Abadía 

With the support of Festival Internacional de Arte Sacro (FIAS 2022)  

Acknowledgments: Román Torre, Col·lectiu Estampa, Anna Pérez Moya, Marc Cartanyà, Pablo 

Acosta-García 
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PRESS CLIPPING 

“Extinction is a carousel for the senses, a continuous ecstasy. There is theater, performance, 

singing and dancing intertwined continuously. With a fixed course, without stridency and 

without complexes. If our civilization has to have an end, let it be watching Extinction and 

with the sacred music of Cererols sounding in the background”. 

Pablo R. Roces, El Mundo 

 

“The tableaux vivants that the actors compose on stage are in perfect harmony with the 

singing: they are body and soul. And the projections end up being incardinated in the action 

until reaching a very successful fusion during the Battle Mass, which closes the show at the 

top. The filling of the voices, the suggestive work of the musicians, the elegant costumes, the 

majestic presence of Carlota Grau and the discretion of the staging made an excellent 

impression.”.  

Javier Vallejo, El País 

 

“Extinction is a deeply critical piece; a beautiful poem where the beauty of its images and its 

symbols accompany the depth of the ideas that are raised in the show, exposed in waves and 

with the magnificent signature of Agrupación Señor Serrano”.  

Julio Bravo, ABC 

 

 “Señor Serrano's best moments were in the work with objects, miniatures, and bodies, 

moments where the scene refuted the screen through slow motion, rewinding, loops, or 

augmented vision. The contradiction between the action that no longer exists, but remains. 

The void is a gaze, the gaze of one who knows that in that void there was something, like the 

soul in the bodies. The journey of images and music is inward. Get up, let us go”. 

Jorge Dioni, Vanity Fair 

 

“The proposal of Agrupación Señor Serrano offers us a range of evocative and disturbing 

symbols that resist univocal interpretations. One is fascinated by the trappers who allude to 

the jungle, to the mysticism of nature, to the elusive richness of the utopia of El Dorado or to 

the miracle of the resurrection of the flesh.”. 

Juan José Freijo, Platea Magazine 
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AGRUPACIÓN SEÑOR SERRANO 

Founded by Àlex Serrano in Barcelona in 2006, Agrupación Señor Serrano is a theatre 

company that creates original productions based on stories drawn from contemporary times. 

The company uses the richness of innovative and vintage tools to extend the boundaries of 

its theater. Based on creative collaborations, Señor Serrano’s productions blend stage 

performance, text, video, sound, and scale models to stage stories about discordant aspects 

of today’s human experience. The company productions premiere and tour mostly 

internationally. 

 

The company has received support and recognition from several institutions like Departament 

de Cultura de la Generalitat, GREC Festival de Barcelona, Instituto Nacional de las Artes 

Escénicas y de la Música, Centre d’Arts Escèniques de Terrassa, Triennale di Milano, 

Manchester Home Arts Center or Théâtre National Wallonie-Bruxelles among others. At 

present, Agrupación Señor Serrano’s direction core is composed by Àlex Serrano, Pau Palacios 

and Barbara Bloin. Paula S. Viteri at the executive production and David Muñiz leading 

technician complete the stable structure of the company. Besides them, for each production 

the company counts on the essential collaboration of a cross-disciplinary and variable creative 

team.  

 

In 2015, Agrupación Señor Serrano was awarded the Silver Lion at the Venice Biennale. 

  

 

 

 



 7 

PRODUCTIONS AND AWARDS 

 

2022 Extinction, Teatro de La Abadía. Madrid (Spain) 

2020  The Mountain, GREC Festival de Barcelona (Spain)  

Drac d’Or to the best show, Fira de Teatre de Lleida 2021 (Spain) 

Olympus Kids, Sala Beckett, Barcelona (Spain) 

2019 Garden Center Europa, L’Auditori de Barcelona (Spain) 

2018 Kingdom, GREC Festival de Barcelona (Spain) 

 Barcelona Critics Prize 2018, Best Use of Digital Tools (Spain) 

2017 Ciutat de Barcelona Award for Theatre (Spain) 

2016 Birdie, GREC Festival de Barcelona (Spain) 

Kazimierz Krzanowski award, Kontrapunkt Festival 2018. Szczencin (Poland) 

Butaca Prize, Catalan Theatre Audience Awards 2017 (Spain)   

Barcelona Critics Prize 2016, New Trends (Spain) 

  Barcelona Critics Prize 2016, Best Use of Digital Tools (Spain) 

2015 Silver Lion from the Venice Theatre Biennale (Italy) 

 FAD Sebastià Gasch Award, Barcelona (Spain) 

2014 A House in Asia, GREC Festival de Barcelona (Spain) 

Barcelona Critics Prize 2014, New Trends (Spain) 

Award of the president of the Moravian-Silesian Region Miroslav Novák, Festival 

Spectaculo Interesse, Ostrava (Czech Republic) 

2012  Brickman Brando Bubble Boom, Festival TNT, Terrassa (Spain) 

Award for the Most Innovative Show, International Dance and Theatre Fair 2013, 

Huesca (Spain) 

2011  Katastrophe, Festival TILT, Perpignan (France) 

Jury's Special Prize of Banialuka Festival 2012, Bielsko Biala (Poland) 

2010 Memo, Festival TNT, Terrassa (Spain) 

2008  Contra.Natura, L’Estruch, Sabadell (Spain) 

2007   Europa Festival Temporada Alta, Girona (Spain) 

2006  Mil Tristos Tigres, Neo Festival, Barcelona (Spain) 
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MUSICAL DIRECTION AND ENSEMBLE 

In its premiere held on April 12, 2022 at the Teatro de La Abadía in Madrid, the musical 

direction was provided by Javier Ulises Illán (Toledo, 1981) who had under his baton the choir 

of the Teatro Real and the instrumental ensemble specialized in early music Nereydas (of 

which Illán is the founder and principal conductor). However, the project is open to consider 

and propose alternatives according to the needs of each programmer. 
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CONTACT 

Management  

Jordi Tort  

FestArtist  

jordi.tort@festartist.eu   

+34 647 82 25 00 

 

Agrupación Señor Serrano 

www.srserrano.com 

 

President of the Republic 

Àlex Serrano 

alex@srserrano.com 

 

Prime minister 

Pau Palacios 

pau@srserrano.com 

 

Chief of staff 

Barbara Bloin 

barbara@srserrano.com 

+34 654 80 52 33 

 

Fixer 

Paula Sáenz de Viteri 

prod@srserrano.com 

+34 666 240 084 

 

Hammer 

David Muñiz 

tech@srserrano.com 

+34 657 368 428 

  


