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May Morning Time Bites 
Audio Files 
• trees.mp3 

• psalm8.mp3 

• lovedivine.mp3 

Books  
Cinco de Mayo by Rachel Grack* 

Star Wars: 5-Minute Star Wars Stories by Lucasfilm Press * 

Florence Nightingale by Demi* 

The Mother's Day Mice by Eve Bunting* 

A Book of Nonsense and Other Poems by Edward Lear by Edward Lear* 

H is for Honor: A Military Family Alphabet by Devin Scillian* 

* Optional books for “Happening This Month” 

Teaching Notes 
Refer to Your Morning Basket Episode 2 for memorization help or try a new memory 

technique by watching the Memory Palace Training. You can also find fun memorization 

ideas in this blog series as well. 

Google cherry trees in bloom and draw a picture of what you think the “woodland ride” 

looks like. 

This poem presents a fun math problem. Can you figure out how old the speaker is? 

There is quite a bit of alliteration in this poem. Can you find it? 

How are the trees personified in the first stanza? 

Make a list of all the things that God does in Psalm 8.  

Make a list of all the things Psalm 8 says about man. How is man able to do those things? 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/2t6utkd99p2fsrf/trees.mp3?dl=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jyq4n879vywk9oq/psalm8.mp3?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/p3c4b0nzgzftxyz/lovedevine.mp3?dl=0
http://Your%20Morning%20Basket%20Episode%202
https://pambarnhill.com/memory-palace/
https://pambarnhill.com/help-kids-memorize-anything/
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Hymn Notes 
“Come Down O Love Divine” is a hymn to the Holy Ghost. It was written by Bianco da Siena in 

the late 14th century as a Lauda, a medieval sacred song for use outside of a church service. It 

was later translated into English by Richard Littledale in the late 19th century. Most often, it is 

sung to the hymn tune “Down Ampney” composed by Ralph Vaughan William in 1906. It is 

strophic in musical terms because each verse reuses the same tune. 

For each week of May focus on learning one verse of this hymn. You can begin by reading the 

text aloud, then sing it along with me each day.  

Try some of the following ideas throughout the month to help the hymn come alive for your 

students: 

Have your students draw what comes to mind after reading that week’s verse.  

Write the week’s verse on a board with blanks and have students sing and write the missing 

words.  

Pass a small ball around to each student and have them sing the next word or phrase of the 

hymn.  

Older children can also write the verses of the hymn in their own words or compose a new 

verse of their own. They can also discuss the themes and images of the text. This can be done 

in view of the individual verses or the hymn as a whole. 

You can find more hymn study activities on Monday Music Musings Ep. 8 “5 Ways to Use Folk 

Songs for Language Arts” (www.barefootabbey.com/m3) 

Other versions of this hymn for your family to compare and enjoy:  

• Organ Arrangement 

• Choral Arrangement 

• Chinese Flute Arrangement  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https://youtu.be/2_Z37niLzY4
https://youtu.be/6HPKL1wOVXk
https://youtu.be/r0GmePAf2vM
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Happening this Month 
 

 

Date Event Read Do

5 Cinco de Mayo Cinco de Mayo by Rachel 

Grack

Enjoy a chips and salsa 

snack today.

4 Star Wars Day Star Wars: 5-Minute Star 

Wars Stories by Lucasfilm 

Press 

Listen to the Star Wars 

Overture by John 

Williams.

6 National Nurses’ Day  

This day is actually the 

beginning of a week long 

recognition of nurses. May 

12, Florence Nightingale’s 

birthday ends the week. 

Florence Nightingale by 

Demi 

Make cards for any 

nurses you know. You 

may also choose to 

drop them off at your 

local hospital with 

flowers.

12 Mother’s Day The Mother's Day Mice by 

Eve Bunting  

Plan something special 

for mom on mother’s 

day!

12 Limerick Day A Book of Nonsense and 

Other Poems by Edward 

Lear 

Write your own 

limerick! 

18 Armed Forces Day H is for Honor: A Military 

Family Alphabet by Devin 

Scillian 

Thank those you know 

in the armed forces. 
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https://youtu.be/FTiRrlgbYIM
https://www.poetry4kids.com/lessons/how-to-write-a-limerick/
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Happening Now 
Read Talk About 

Updates: COVID-19: Italian priest dies of 
coronavirus after giving respirator to 
younger patient 

There is almost nothing in the news that isn’t 
touched by the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore, 
the rest of the articles I share may not be current 
events exactly, but will hopefully be informative 
and enjoyable nonetheless. 

Life: The Best Board Games of the Ancient 
World 

Have you heard or played any of these games 
before? Are games an important part of life, or 
something most of us could live without? Have 
you played any new games this month? What 
makes a good game? 

Opposing Views: CAFE Standards 
decline 
*For new CAFE standards: Trump 
administration’s finalized, more sensible 
CAFE standards AND The best fuel 
economy standard is zero AND Trump's 
new auto efficiency rule means safer cars 
and better choices 
*Against new CAFE standards: Trump’s 
mileage-standard rollback will cost 
consumers and the climate, say analysts 
AND Trump administration slashes required 
annual fuel economy increase to 1.5%, 
potentially harming EV market, advocates 
say

What is the main argument for each side? Can 
you find points you agree/disagree with in the 
articles? Do the articles agree on any points? 
Are there any other points you would make if 
you were writing on this issue? Are there any 
logical fallacies made by either author? Even 
though the articles against new CAFE standards 
are not opinion pieces, can you pick out the 
arguments for that side? Those for the new 
CAFE standards all have slightly differing views. 
What are they?

Art: Take a virtual tour of the National 
Gallery AND The National Gallery YouTube 
channel 

Enjoy a tour of the National Gallery and watch a 
video or two from their YouTube channel. 

Science: Scientists create mutant enzyme 
that recycles plastic bottles in hours AND 
'Plastic recycling is a myth': what really 
happens to your rubbish?

Why is this enzyme an improvement over 
pervious recycling practices? Are you motivated 
to recycle your plastic after reading the second 
article? What small alternatives can you find?
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https://nypost.com/2020/03/24/italian-priest-dies-of-coronavirus-after-giving-respirator-to-younger-patient/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/best-board-games-ancient-world-180974094/
https://www.presstelegram.com/2020/04/07/trump-administrations-finalized-more-sensible-cafe-standards/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/opinion/2020/04/08/opinion-best-fuel-economy-standard-zero/2969294001/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/opinion/trumps-new-auto-efficiency-rule-means-safer-cars-and-better-choices
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/trumps-mileage-standard-rollback-will-cost-consumers-and-the-climate-say-analysts-2020-03-31
https://www.utilitydive.com/news/epa-nhtsa-reduce-fuel-economy-standards-to-15-in-move-advocates-say-coul/575221/
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/visiting/virtual-tours
https://www.youtube.com/user/nationalgalleryuk
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/apr/08/scientists-create-mutant-enzyme-that-recycles-plastic-bottles-in-hours?
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2019/aug/17/plastic-recycling-myth-what-really-happens-your-rubbish
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Loveliest of Trees 
by A. E. Housman 

Loveliest of trees, the cherry now  
Is hung with bloom along the bough,  
And stands about the woodland ride 

Wearing white for Eastertide. 

Now, of my threescore years and ten,  
Twenty will not come again,  

And take from seventy springs a score,  
It only leaves me fifty more. 

And since to look at things in bloom 
Fifty springs are little room, 

About the woodlands I will go  
To see the cherry hung with snow.  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Psalm 8
1 O Lord, our Lord, 
How excellent is Your name in all the earth,  
Who have set Your glory above the heavens! 

2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants  
You have ordained strength,  
Because of Your enemies,  
That You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3  When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers,  
The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 

4  What is man that You are mindful of him,  
And the son of man that You visit him? 

5  For You have made him a little lower than the angels,  
And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 

6  You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands;  
You have put all things under his feet, 

7  All sheep and oxen—  
Even the beasts of the field, 

8  The birds of the air, 
And the fish of the sea  
That pass through the paths of the seas. 

9  O Lord, our Lord, 
How excellent is Your name in all the earth!  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Come Down O Love Divine 
by Bianco da Siena 

 
Come down, O Love divine,  

seek thou this soul of mine,  

and visit it with thine own ardor glowing;  

O Comforter, draw near,  

within my heart appear,  

and kindle it, thy holy flame bestowing.  

 

O let it freely burn,  

till earthly passions turn  

to dust and ashes in its heat consuming;  

and let thy glorious light  

shine ever on my sight,  

and clothe me round, the while my path 

illuming.  

And so the yearning strong,  

with which the soul will long,  

shall far outpass the power of human 

telling;  

for none can guess its grace,  

till Love create a place  

wherein the Holy Spirit makes a dwelling. 
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Copyright © 2020 by Pam Barnhill 

All Rights Reserved 

The purchaser may print a copy of this work for their own personal use. Otherwise, no part 

of this book may be reproduced or transmitted without prior written permission of the 

publisher, except by a reviewer, who may quote brief passages in a review. 

For written permission contact info@pambarnhill.com. 

Content and design by Pam Barnhill, Jessica and Daniel Lawton, and Genie Shaw (Barefoot 
Abbey) 

Bible verses for memorization come from the KJV.
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