
Super Safari



Take an amazing animal adventure!

Super Safari

Back inside the library, you wander into the adventure section with 
an appetite for thrills. You feel the need to stretch your legs, but how 
far can you go? All the way to Africa? Once you get there, you might 
never want to come back! Grab a book for the ride.

What pictures pop into your head when you hear the words “African 
safari?” Maybe a herd of zebras on the open veld, or grassland. They 
swat flies with their black tails as they stroll. You might imagine taw-
ny lion cubs suckling their mother in the tall grass at dusk.

Could it be a wild scene in which 
a pack of wild dogs chase a hun-
gry hyena from a kill? Perhaps 
it’s a herd of wild elephants mov-
ing around on padded feet that 
are like slippers. A baby elephant 
trips on his unruly trunk and 
darts back to his mother’s side.

The word “safari” refers to an expedition to see animals in their nat-
ural habitats. In southern and eastern Africa, there are many places 
to view protected wild animals, from the famed Serengeti National 
Park in Tanzania to Chobe National Park in Botswana. There are also 
many ways to go on safari—by van, open-air vehicle, canoe—even in 
a hot air balloon! If you take a kayak, steer clear of hippos and Nile 
crocodiles! Pick your favorite mode of transport or try them all.

FU N FACT

White rhinos are actually 
gray or brown. Their 
name refers to their 
“wide” muzzles. 



Super Safari

Wild Kruger

In South Africa, you can explore nearly 5 million acres of vast wild 
landscapes in Kruger National Park. The park is home to a range of 
animals including lions,hippos, and blue wildebeests. Bush babies 
are a special favorite of visitors. They are Africa’s smallest primates. 
Their huge eyes glow in the dark at night.

Many tourists want to see the animals known as the “Big Five.” The 
impressive species on this list are the lion, African leopard, black or 
white rhinoceros, African elephant, and African buffalo. 

On a safari, a guide and a track-
er help find animals to observe. 
The tracker will look for “spoor,” 
or animal tracks and signs, in the 
area. The guide might tell you to 
listen for clues, like the bark of a 
baboon that indicates a lion or 
leopard is nearby. 

You can also look, listen, and sniff for clues about another group of 
animals found in the bush: the smaller but equally exciting “Little 
Five.” This list consists of the elephant shrew, ant lion, rhinoceros 
beetle, buffalo weaver, and leopard tortoise.

DID YOU KNOW?

The leopard is one of the 
hardest animals to see 
among the Big Five. It lives 
alone and usually stays 
hidden during the day.
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Unlimited Thrills

There are many places to enjoy an African safari. In Zimbabwe, you 
can explore the Ngamo Forest by train to see exotic birds and herds 
of elephants. A safari in Namibia might include desert animals such 
as oryx, bat-eared foxes, and lizards. Parks in eastern Africa offer rare 
opportunities to hike into the jungle to see mountain gorillas. In 
Kenya, safari goers follow herds of zebras and giraffes on migrations 
along ancient routes. Many of these parks are reserves that protect 
vulnerable species from poachers and habitat loss. No matter what 
animals you see on your safari, it’s guaranteed to be an animated ex-
perience.

Three giraffes in front of Mount Kilimanjaro


