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To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose

under the heaven.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 (King James Version)

I have been very blessed to find a church family such as 

to call home during my year in Taiwan.  God surely works in mysteri-

ous (or maybe more like miraculous), ways.  There are many churches in

the area where my Chinese language class is, but due in part to God’s

work more than twenty years ago, I ended up at this tiny church in the alley

next to .  Who knew that my father’s college roommate

would plant a little seed in my father's life?  Years later, the little seed bore

fruit, and my father's belief in Christ helped me to be a Christian as well.

Now, during my first time actually living in Taiwan, the same college

roommate, now a doctor, would refer me to this church in Taipei.  We

never know when the seeds we scatter will take root and grow.  I am con-

tinually amazed by all of God’s plans and am a firm believer that every-

thing works out to the good of those who love Him.

My path back to Taiwan, my birthplace, has been through a series of

events, each of which affected the next.  In the past, I have only visited

Taiwan occasionally during summer vacations.  My connection to Taiwan
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was very thin, through relatives whom I had had very little contact.  The

population of Taiwanese in my home state of South Carolina is practically

nonexistent, and my thoughts of Taiwan pretty much consisted of, “it’s a

hot, humid place that's nice to visit.”  After entering university, I met more

people from Taiwan and became more interested in learning Mandarin.

The International MBA program offered by USC offered a chance to study

abroad and focus on language, so after working a couple years I decided to

enter and join the Chinese track.  However, upon my acceptance to the pro-

gram, they informed me that Chinese would not be offered.  A decision had

to be made - Should I delay entrance until Chinese was available? Should I

enter under a different language option?  I opted to join the Spanish track

and switch over to the Chinese track after the first year.  If God had not

caused this dilemma, I would not have met all of my friends from Spanish

track.  I now have the unique opportunity to know two IMBA classes, the

class I started with (and which has now graduated) and the class I am grad-

uating with (which started during my year in Taiwan), as well as experi-

ence in two languages.  I have been able to have the time to visit Mexico

and Europe due to the change in language programs.  I have also been able

to live and work in Taiwan, meeting people from all walks of life, finding

out more about my heritage.  God changed what seemed like a horrible sit-

uation at the beginning into something wonderful!

More of God’s work - I had been worried about finding a church home

in Taiwan since churches were few and far between whenever I had visited

in the past.  Now, Taiwan has churches in many places, from big to small.
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Not only has God blessed me in finding a church, but He has blessed me in

bringing me to this church.  Everyone here has been so friendly and wel-

coming, filled with enthusiasm about being a Christian.  I truly feel like

part of a big family, the family of God.  Without everyone's care and con-

cern, and patience with my Chinese skills, I do not think I could have made

it through my time in Taiwan.  God also enabled me to be present while

Grace and Jeff were in Taiwan - people I may never have met otherwise.

God was truly creative when He decided to place three Taiwanese-

Americans from “remote” states together in Taipei.

During my time in Taiwan, I have also realized more and more how

blessed I am to have grown up in a Christian family in the US.  There, we

do not have the pressures associated with Buddhism, Taoism, and others

since Christianity is the majority religion. We do not have to nor wor-

ship our ancestors.  I have not had to make a decision about whether or not

to go against my parents' will when I was baptized.  My only consideration

at that time was, do I or do I not believe that Jesus Christ died for my sins.

My parents became Christians when I was around 5 years old, so I basi-

cally grew up attending Sunday School and learning Bible stories.  I

became a Christian at the age of 8 during Vacation Bible School, a short

summer camp held at church.  However, church attendance became a sort

of routine, something we did on Sunday mornings, and I took my

Christianity for granted.  Yes, I believed in God and in trying to live a

Christian life; however, sharing about Jesus was not something I was com-

fortable with and it was difficult to explain why I was a Christian.  It was
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not until my university years that I re-dedicated my life

to God and began participating in more activities with

Christian organizations.  We spent time discussing why

we believed in God, praying, singing worship songs, and

having Bible studies.  Simply going to Sunday worship

was not enough for me to continue growing as a

Christian, and these activities helped me to realize more

and more what it meant to be a Christian.  

Once we are Christians, we are to try and be more Christ-like in our

actions.  Jesus died on the cross so that we may live, so that we may have

everlasting life.  His willingness to sacrifice His life, to use it to pay for our

sins, is the most amazing thing and the best gift.  We should not take His

gift lightly.  In Romans 6:22, we are now “free from sin” and have become

“servants to God.”  Someone put it well in saying that since we are now

one with Christ, every time we sin it is like we are nailing Him to the cross

again.  Although I still continue to struggle with sin, when I think of this

and all the blessings He has given, I pause.  When making decisions,

everything has always worked out to the good in the end when I pray for

direction.  During my last year in graduate school, I will be making many

decisions regarding my future.  I trust and pray that God will lead me in the

correct path, and I pray that He will do the same for all of you.  May you

all continue to grow and prosper in God’s love!

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own under-

standing. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.    

Proverbs 3:5-6 (KJV)


