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Mercy Matters

The Prayer Of Mary
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour
for he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
the Almighty has done great things for me,
and holy is his Name.

He has mercy on those who fear him
in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.
He has �lled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,
to Abraham and his children forever.  

(Lk 1:46-55)

Dear Mercy College Community,

The month of May is a special time for us to honour Mary. By her 
own free will Mary agreed to bring our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ into the world. Her life was one of service and great 
devotion to Jesus, from the cave in Bethlehem where she gave 
birth to Him, to Calvary in Jerusalem where she stood by His cross 
in the Cruci�xion. We are challenged to follow her example of 
humility, obedience, and service to God. 

We keep our Year Six students in our prayers as they prepare to 
receive the Sacrament of Con�rmation.  Con�rmation is one of 
the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church. It is one of the three 
sacraments of initiation into the Catholic Church, the other two 
being Baptism and Eucharist. The Sacrament of Con�rmation 
enables the faithful to be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
strengthening them in their Christian life. We also keep our 
Senior Secondary students in our prayers as they prepare for 
exams. 

We have had a positive start to the term. One of the reasons for us all to feel enthusiastic was a presentation to sta� 
from motivational speaker Lorin Nicholson.  At age four, doctors diagnosed Lorin with a genetic eye disease called 
Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) and with only 10% sight, was declared legally blind. Lorin is one of Australia’s most successful 
independent recording and performing artists, with �ve albums to his credit, a golden guitar nomination, 3 Frater 
awards for excellence in the touring performance program, as well as winning 2015 music producer of the year at the 
Australian Celtic Music Awards.  Among many achievements, at age 16, Lorin rode nearly 300km on a solo pushbike, 
over what is the third steepest mountain in Australia from Tamworth to the beach at Port Macquarie. The story, 
‘Amazing Bike Ride’,  is the heart wrenching, heart stopping and heartwarming, true story, of Lorin’s incredible journey, 
along with the courageous support of his father John. The session was exceptional, and gave us time for deep 
re�ection. Lorin’s motto is, ‘The greatest mountain we climb in life, is the mountain inside ourselves.’



WHOLE SCHOOL NEWS

Important Notice
The Catholic Education Commission of Western Australia (CECWA) has a strategic purpose to ensure that Catholic 
education is delivered and managed through the system of Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) in a 
responsible and e�ective manner, working within the Catholic Mission, appropriate standards and regulations.

The CECWA has commenced the process of developing the strategic direction for Catholic education in Western 
Australia from 2019 to 2021. This fundamental work will enable the CECWA to consolidate and communicate our key 
objectives for coming years.

The �rst phase of this consultation involves gathering feedback from our Catholic education community that will 
inform the draft Strategic Directions 2019 - 2021. 

We would like to invite you to complete a survey to provide your valued input. 
Visit https://connect.cewa.edu.au to complete the survey, open for participation until Friday, 11 May (closes 
tomorrow). There are hard copies available at reception should you wish to complete one. 

The CECWA is eager to listen to our community through this important process and I thank you in anticipation for your 
participation in helping to shape the future direction of Catholic education throughout Western Australia. 

Dr Debra Sayce | CEWA Executive Director

School Holiday Boredom Buster Raffle 
Congratulations to Mrs Hackett who was the winner of the PaMaChi 
Boredom Buster Ra�e.  A huge thanks to all the sta�, students and parents 
who supported this ra�e.  The students raised over $600 which will go 
towards buying Christmas gifts for grandchildren being raised by their 
grandparents.  Keep an eye out for the Term Two ra�e which will be 
starting in Week Two!

Mrs Melissa Traeger | Secondary Teacher

Best wishes to Eleisha Hathaway, the Arts Department sta�, the students, parents and all those involved with the Mercy 
College pantomime, ‘A Budget Cinderella’. The pantomime is on this coming Friday and Saturday nights, in the 
gymnasium.  Refreshments will be sold from 6:30pm, and the show commences at 7:00pm. 

The ‘Alice in Wonderland’ Primary Disco is on Friday 18 May, and I thank Mrs Shevanthy Aaron-Perera for all the hard 
work with the decorations and the organisation. I thank our parents in advance for helping out on the evening. It is sure 
to be a great success!

Thank you for your support in ensuring the students are neatly presented in their winter school uniforms for this term. 
It really does make a di�erence to the standards that we expect.

The next Parent Council meeting is on Monday, 14 May at 6:30pm, in the Sta�room. Teacher and Service Coordinator, 
Mrs Karen Wilson, will be presenting on the topic of  ‘Christian Service at Mercy’.  Please feel most welcome to attend; 
even for part of the time. We always aim to �nish by 8pm. 

Thank you to our parents who have been busy making items for the Primary Mother’s Day celebration. I wish all of our 
families a wonderful Mother’s Day this Sunday. Enjoy precious times with your families.

Ms Julie Hornby | Principal



Kindergarten 2019
If your child was born between 1 July 2014 and 30 June 2015 and you would like them to attend Kindergarten at Mercy 
College in 2019, please submit your enrolment application now.

Final rounds of interviews will be held in the next 4 weeks. Enrolment packs are available from our Beach Rd o�ce. For 
further information please call Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof on 9247 9223.

Limited vacancies have recently arisen in other Year groups, please contact Ms Ottenhof to enquire.

Open Day
Our next Open Day will be held on Thursday 17 May 9.00am -10.30am. To register, please call Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof on 
9247 9223.

Ms Lee-Ann Ottenhof | Enrolments & Marketing Officer

JAAEL House
Who is JAAEL House?

JAAEL house is a group of friends and students in Year Eight at 
Mercy College who share a love of music and performing to live 
crowds.  Jesse, Aaliyah, Allegra, Esther and Lily have come 
together to form the band, JAAEL House.  

JAAEL House has entered in a local competition where sixteen 
acts, under the age of 16 will, over four months, compete for the 
chance to win a share of $20 000 in prizes including a new 
Michael Brothers Juice named after them. This juice will be then 
available in schools and shops. 

JAAEL House will receive a $300 voucher  for Mercy College to Kosmic Sound, kindly donated by Michael Brothers Juice. 
JAAEL House is eager to proceed to the grand �nale but they need your support. The six acts that bring the most 
supporters will play in the grand �nale where they will be judged and awarded a prize. 

Let’s get behind JAAEL House and come along on:

Saturday 26 May 
From 6pm - 8pm 
At Funk Cider - 

55 Benara Road, Caversham
With guests, Staccato

And enjoy a night out with your family and friends and help Jesse, Aaliyah, Allegra, Esther and Lily proceed to the Grand 
Finale.  

Mr Stewart Crainie | Innovations & Marketing Officer

McAuley Library
Starting next Tuesday May 15, the McAuley Library is holding a baby & toddlers’ Rhyme 
Time, for parents and their pre-kindy aged children. Please come to Area 1 of the 
library for the start time of 8:45am. The McAuley Library Rhyme Time is a free 
programme which is play-based to develop our youngest community members' love 
of learning. There is no need to book, just come along.

The rhythm and rhyme activities used in Rhyme Time will play a vital role in the 
development of early literacy skills, as supported by much research done in this area 
over recent years.

We look forward to seeing you at Rhyme Time.

Library Team



PRIMARY

The term has started well with most students happy to be back with their friends and ready for a fantastic term.  There 
are lots of events on the calendar for this term so please have a look at the important dates below for any that you wish 
to add to your diary.  We also welcome several new families to our school and hope that their association with our 
community is a long and happy one.  

Destiny Kamara (Kindy)
Phoebe and Jenny Pham (Kindy and Year 2)
Yayah Jalloh (Year 1)
Ahmed and Zaynab Alhamidy (Year 4 and 5)

Sacramental Celebration
Many of our Year Six students will receive the Sacrament of Con�rmation on Sunday, 20 
May at OLOM Church. Mass begins at 11.30am and the students involved should have the 
details they need for the day. Please see the Parish Coordinator or your child’s class 
teacher if you have any last minute questions about the celebration.

Please join with us as we keep these students in our prayers, as the reception of the 
sacrament completes their initiation into the Church. Thank you to parents, families, Mrs 
Susan Manfredi, Mrs Stephanie Gullotto, Mrs Jackie Holbrook and Mrs Jenny Watts for the 
preparation that has gone into getting them ready for receiving this beautiful sacrament. 
Our sincere thanks also to Father Sam for his encouragement and guidance.

You may like to share this prayer for all our candidates:

Each moment of your life, may you feel the Lord’s embrace.
May you sense His guiding presence in each challenge that you face.

May His peace and light be with you, and may you realise
How deeply loved and precious you are within His eyes.

Winter Uniforms
It was excellent to see that almost all students have returned to school in the correct uniform.  If there are any items 
that you need to purchase the uniform shop is open at the following times:

• Monday 8.15am – 1.30pm
• Wednesday 8.15am – 5.00pm
• Friday 8.15am – 1.30pm

Thank you to all families who have ensured that all children’s items are labelled – it has made it a little easier to return 
many misplaced items to their owners!

Sports for Schools Vouchers
We have had such a wonderful response from all our families bringing in their vouchers 
for Coles Sports for School Vouchers.  It is still not too late to send any that you may have 
hidden around the house, in shopping bags or in your car boot!  Send them along to the 
Beach Road Reception where the ladies will ensure that they are included with the last 
of the packs to be returned. Every voucher counts!

Walk Safely to School Day (18th May 2018)
Walk Safely to School Day (WSTSD) is an annual, national event when all primary 
school children are encouraged to walk and commute safely to school. It is a 
community event seeking to promote road safety, health, public transport and the 
environment.

WSTSD promotes the important message that active kids are healthy kids. The 
event encourages parents, carers and their children to build regular walking to and 
from school into their daily routine. Children need a minimum of 60 minutes 
exercise per day. Encouraging less driving and more walking aims to decrease 
dangerous vehicle congestion around schools and reduce carbon emissions from 
idling cars. Lastly, it is just a nice way to be part of your community. 



SECONDARY

Merit Awards
Congratulations to the following students who have received a Merit Award this week.  We are very proud of your 
achievements and the ways you show the Mercy values of friendship, kindness and consideration for others.  Keep up 
the good work and striving to achieve your goals.  It is wonderful to recognise the big e�ort you have shown.  Well 
done!

Year 1 Rho: Ella Nguyen and Nuenue Aung
Year 1 Chi:  Silvan Santoso and Lucas Holdway

Year 2 Rho: Jack Charlesworth and Zoe Le
Year 2 Chi:  Nixon Howard and Elizabeth D'Castro

Year 3 Rho: Angela Pham and Noah Kinner
Year 3 Chi: Yonas Haile and Tia James

Year 4 Rho: Maria Nzoyihera and Hudson Moyle
Year 4 Chi: Alex Petkovski and Kahli Schultz

Year 5 Rho: Isabelle Kalombo and Alex Downing
Year 5 Chi: Ushara Muller & Justin Pham

Year 6 Rho: Alex Bulgaru and Ashley Scott
Year 6 Chi: Kiki Tang and Rosita Nijo

Information Technology News
We had a very successful �rst term in ICT, with a few challenges thrown in just to keep us on our toes. All students have 
been learning more about keeping ourselves safe when using the internet and also about keeping our devices safe - 
cyber-safety and cyber-security. So, now when you need some advice about how to be a good digital citizen, create a 
positive digital footprint, how to stay safe on the internet, or why we need to install anti-malware on our devices, your 
children should be able to help you out with that.

It would be fantastic if you were able to discuss your child’s learning with them, ask them about it – what it is, how it 
works, why we do what we do. All of this helps to reinforce the classroom work that we do and helps them to put things 
into a context outside of the classroom and into a real-life situation, especially if you have some examples of things 
they talk about to share with them. It is a great opportunity to expand their learning.

It has been a good start to Term Two with a huge amount of enthusiasm from all children. They are de�nitely ready to 
learn and expand their knowledge and skills in the ICT area – This is great news for me as their teacher and I am eager 
to watch the children as they grow. Here’s to an incredible and exciting Term Two in ICT!

Mrs Sandra Mullaney | Primary Teacher ICT

All things Seafood
Last term, Miss Kirilea Cooper and I attended a seafood training session in Fremantle.  The professional development 
included ‘All things Seafood’ which gave us a valuable insight into sustainable seafood practices and innovations in the 
industry, as well as advancements in career pathways and opportunities. Indeed, the Western Australian Fishing 
Industry Council has developed a ‘Smart�sh Program’ which is designed to introduce Home Economic, Hospitality and 
Food Science students to the WA seafood industry, and we aim to make use of this program at Mercy in the near future.

The course also included a fascinating presentation by Asher Flynn (Operations Manager) of Fremantle Octopus, a local 
company founded by former rock lobster �shermen, brothers Ross and Craig Cammilleri.  Craig is credited with 
inventing the octopus trigger traps now used across the whole rock lobster �shery. Each trap includes a plastic crab 
with in-built LED light that lures the octopus. However, baby octopus and �sh are not strong enough to trigger it, 
creating a highly sustainable trapping technique.  These traps have not only created a new industry out of what was 
formerly a by-product of the rock lobster �shery, but have also raised the pro�le of the species of octopus found in 
Western Australia’s waters (O tetricus), which is widely considered by international chefs as the best in the world.  
Indeed, Fremantle Octopus were the winners of the small business category of the WA Industry and Export Awards in 
2016 and showcase what can be achieved with technological innovation and hard work.  It is a shining example for our 
students of what is often cited as ‘the jobs of tomorrow’ for which we are trying to prepare them today.

Finally, we were blessed to be able to share in the talents and skills of Chef Caroline Taylor who showcased a range of 
cooking techniques and creative choices with undervalued �sh species.  This involved the use of acid and heat suitable 
for the classroom, as well as demonstrating how to �llet a �sh, and the best ways of cooking octopus.  There was 
certainly much for us to learn and much for us to pass on, including showcasing the health bene�ts of seafood to our 
students.

Ms Anne Wallace | Home Economics Teacher



Year Seven Camp
On Tuesday April 10, the �nal week of last term, over two hundred sta� and students boarded buses bound for 
Woodman Point Recreational Camp. In what has become a Mercy College rite of passage, our newest secondary 
students commenced the Year Seven Camp.

Children excitedly unloaded their belongings in their new lodgings before participating in the �rst activity, the History 
Hunt, where they learned the background of the former quarantine station. From here, everyone broke into their camp 
groups and began their activity rotations, participating in tasks such as archery, orienteering, abseiling, raft building 
and everyone’s favourite, the �ying fox.

Evenings gave us the opportunity to gather as a single group again and do activities as a cohort. On the Wednesday 
evening we participated in a beautiful Anzac Day paraliturgy which enabled us to connect with the whole College 
liturgy that was celebrated earlier in the day on campus.

Four days went by very quickly and all sta� and students returned to Koondoola for a well-earned rest over the 
holidays. New friendships were forged and lifelong memories were created. I extend a huge thank you to the many 
sta� that made this year’s Year Seven Camp possible.

Mr Andrew Landells | Head of Year Seven



Year Eight Retreat
On Thursday 22 March, a group of young 24:7 ministers along with Head of Year Eight, Stacey Ward,  and our Year Eight 
Form teachers re�ected with our students in the Chapel. The Theme was Community in Christ which aligns closely to 
our Year Eight Religious Education Program. Students played games, viewed skits and worked in small groups 
focussing on Family, School and Parish Communities. Our family is the �rst community we join and it is here that God 
teaches us much about what it means to love and live with one another. Thank you to everyone who helped on the day 
and to Malaga Subway for feeding us. We received many positive comments from the 24:7 team about our students.

 Mrs Melissa Cartner and Miss Stacey Ward

Year Ten Retreat
As part of the Year Ten Religious Education and Pastoral Programs, students were given the opportunity to attend a 
two-day Retreat in the Chapel and Mc Adam classrooms  on 12 and 13 April. On one day Catholic Marriage and Fertility 
Services presented a True Freedom Seminar on the topics of Building Healthy Relationships, The Gift of Our Sexuality 
and My Body,  and My Fertility in order to help our young adults make well-informed choices that lead to a healthy and 
happy future. On the other day the Youth Mission Team and teachers presented games, skits and group discussions on 
the theme of Servant Leadership. Thank you to the Year Ten Religious Education Team and our Education Assistants for 
spending the days with us, and IT Services, Canteen and Rick from Malaga Subway for all the “behind the scenes” work. 
Both visiting teams have been endorsed by Most Reverend Tim Costelloe, Catholic Archbishop of Perth, and all 
presenters commented on the politeness and great behaviour of our Mercy students.

Mrs Melissa Cartner and Mr Mark Ross

Year Nine Caring for Children
In our Year Nine Caring for Children classes we have been learning about the importance of play and entertaining 
young children in our care. The students designed and constructed sock puppets, and also planned a puppet show 
that could teach young children about manners. 

The design process involved many parts including researching, sketching, sewing, constructing etc. in order to come 
up with an appealing sock puppet. This week our class visited both of the Year One classes in the primary school to 
present their sock puppet shows. The Year Nine’s did a fantastic job and the Year One’s were so engaged and 
entertained! 

A big thank you to all of the Year One students for being a great audience and to Mrs Liebeck, Ms Scaddan and Ms 
Kikalis for allowing us to visit your classes.

Mrs Darri Stewart | Secondary Teacher
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SHARED NEWS

Year Seven and Nine - National Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy 2018 (NAPLAN)
The o�cial test dates for the 2018 NAPLAN are:

Tuesday 15 May         for Language Conventions and Writing
Wednesday 16 May  for Reading and
Thursday 17 May       for Numeracy.

When we receive the results from the Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority (ACARA), we use the 
collected data to re�ne our teaching and learning programs to enable us to provide additional support to students.

Parents, please remind your children to have breakfast and to check the batteries on his or her calculator. It is also 
important to arrive on time to school each day. We want to give our students the best opportunities to do well. If you 
have any questions please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Jago on 9247 9210 or jennie.jago@cewa.edu.au

Mrs Jennie Jago | Deputy Principal Years 7, 9 and 11

News from the CAVE
Ajay Karia will complete his Certi�cate II Business traineeship this term 
through AMA Training Services. A Traineeship allows Ajay to receive an income 
whilst completing his quali�cation.

Ajay has been working at Main Roads East Perth for Programmed 
Management Facility Services who have been so impressed with his work they 
have extended his working contract for the duration of the year.

Ajay is also a Mercy College nominee for the WA Training Award School Based 
Trainee of the Year.

Thank you to AMA Training Services and Programmed Management Facility 
Services for supporting Ajay.

Mrs Antonietta Scriva | Head of Vocational Education and Training

Parents are encouraged to send in news of their children's 'out of school' achievements so that the College can 
endeavour to feature them in the fortnightly newsletter, 'Mercy Matters'.

Please email your students achievements to MercySharedNews@cathednet.wa.edu.au

International Cheer Union (ICU) World Championships
Congratulations to Maddi Gardiner  of Year Ten O’Dea Rho for competing in Orlando 
Florida at the International Cheer Union (ICU) World Championships, April 2018.  

Maddi and her team were selected by the Australian governing body as the best team in 
Australia in the dance division “Pom”. Maddi and her dance team members will be 
representing the country as ‘Team Australia’ in the green and gold!

Well done Maddi. Mercy College is exceptionally proud!


