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Introduction
The story of how this book has come to be republished is a tale 
that goes back more than 100 years.

At the end of World War I, one of the lucky survivors of the 
trenches came home to England and started a new career as a 
carpenter and joiner. He was my grandfather, and his name was 
Cecil Incles.

Sometime during his apprenticeship, he managed to purchase a 
tool chest – complete with tools – that had belonged to a joiner 
by the name of G. Shelton. To date I have not been able to find 
any clues as to who Mr. Shelton was, but by dating the tools in 
his chest, it is reasonably safe to assume he assembled them some-
time around the end of the 19th century. Judging by the types of 
tools in his chest it is obvious that he was a joiner, and amongst 
other things, he would have spent a lot of his time making doors 
and windows.

Lying in the bottom of the chest were two well-worn little 
booklets on door and window-making. They date from around 
1910, so I think it is safe to assume they were first purchased by 
Mr. Shelton. I’m sure he found them helpful, as I presume my 
grandfather did after him.

On completion of his apprenticeship, my grandfather moved 
back to his birthplace and started work for a small building firm 
in a nearby market town. For the next 50 years, he worked as 
a joiner for the same company right up to his retirement. After 
his death in 1976, my father decided to hang on to my grandfa-
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ther’s old tool chest, along with its contents, a decision that I am 
forever grateful for.

Two years after my grandfather’s death, I left school at age 16 
with no clear idea of what I was going to do with my life. As luck 
would have it, the old building firm that my grandfather had 
worked for was looking for an apprentice to train in its joiners’ 
shop. So with hardly any woodworking experience at all, I found 
myself working under the watchful eye of “old Arthur.” Coinci-
dently, Arthur had been one of my grandfather’s apprentices. My 
father had no great interest in woodwork, so he was happy to pass 
the tool chest and its contents to myself to use in my new career.

It is no exaggeration to say that this tool chest, and more impor-
tantly its contents, changed my life. Most of the tools in the chest 
were of no use in a modern working environment, but I became 
fascinated as to what they had been used for and how they were 
used. This led to a lifelong passion for anything to do with the 
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history of woodworking, and the tools and techniques that sur-
round the subject.

I soon discovered the two little booklets in the bottom of the 
chest, and I was surprised as to how relevant the information 
within them was to my everyday work. In time, they became 
my main point of reference whenever I’m working on doors or 
windows.

In the age where doors and windows were made by hand, the ap-
prentice learned the basics under the watchful eye of his master. 
No one expected to have to record these skills; they were merely 
the basics, passed down from one generation to the next. But 
with the onset of the machine age and mass production, a lot of 
these techniques were soon lost.

The anonymous author of these booklets must have had the fore-
sight to see this coming, and we should be forever grateful to him 
for recording his obvious years of experience making doors and 
windows as a joiner.

For years, I have recommended these wonderful booklets to fel-
low craftsmen, but sadly I could offer them no hope of finding 
copies for themselves because they rarely, if ever, came onto the 
open market. I would like to applaud Lost Art Press for making 
them available once again to everyone with an interest in keeping 
these traditional skills alive.

Richard Arnold
November 2013

Northamptonshire, England
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