
KS1 Citizenship/PSHE – Jesse Owens – Different but equal 
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

Objectives: Learn  about Jesse Owens and use his story to discuss issues of bullying, fair and unfair and similarities and differences  

Curriculum links Whole Class Activity  Group Activity: Different but equal 

Citizenship/PSHE 
1a, 2a, 2d, 4c, 4e  

Show pupils accompanying Jesse Owens Power 
Point.  
 
As a class, discuss various issues related to each 
slide. 
 
Slide 3: Was it fair not to allow Jesse to run in the 
games? How do you think Jesse felt when he 
heard what Hitler said? Ask pupils to think of an 
example of being left out (e.g excluded from a 
game at breaktime)? How did that make them 
feel? What should they do in that situation? 
 
Slide 4: Ask pupils to think of an example of when 
they have been brave. What situations require 
bravery? E.g bravery to stand up to a bully, 
bravery to tell a teacher if they see someone 
being bullied 
 
Slide 5: Ask pupils to identify rules used in the 
classroom? Do they apply to everyone? Why do 
we have rules? Why does everyone have to 
follow them? (e.g so that everyone is safe/so that 
it is fair for everyone?) 
 
Now proceed to the group activity. 

Ask the pupils to find and stand in groups according to the following characteristics. Pupils  
with: 
the same age;  the same birthday month; the same hair length (perhaps have three groups: long, 
short and medium); the same teacher; the same way of getting to school; the same favourite 
animal, colour, television programme etc.   
Give the pupils a moment or two within their group each time.   
 
Now consider the following questions in discussion with the pupils:  
Were the same pupils always in the same groups? Were all the groups always equal in number? 
Were there any groups with only one child in them? Did this make a difference? How? Why? How 
did it feel? When was it possible to guess which group pupils belonged to and when was it not  
possible? Did pupils feel better when they were in a big group together? Why?  Did any of the 
pupils feel unhappy at any time? Why?  

 Follow up work Resources 

This exercise can be used as an introduction to the Shared Learning Activity: 
“Sharing our hopes and dreams”, which involves swapping information about 
hopes and dreams of pupils with your partner school. See Shared Learning 
Activity for more information. 

PPT ‘Jesse 
Owens – 
Different but 
equal’  
 

 
 
 
 
  


