
With this activity, students will analyze the reasons why the Second Industrial 
Revolution developed in the United States. This lesson is meant to serve as one of the 
introductory lessons for the Gilded Age. Teachers should use the ideas presented on each 
slide to collect prior knowledge from students, annotate the slides, and then build on 
student understanding. Students will also learn about the major technological 
inventions of the Gilded Age.  

Great for grades 6 - 9!

How did new technology 
change the life of the 
average individual in the 
United States? 

Students will analyze the reasons 
the Second Industrial Revolution 
developed in the United States and 
the inventions that encouraged 
that change. They’ll then use a 
drawing assisting program to 
create a picture that shows the 
impact of those changes. 

8.2b Population density, diversity, 
technologies, and industry in urban 
areas shaped the social, cultural, 
and economic lives of people.

8.2b.1 - Students will examine the 
population growth of New York City 
and other New York cities and the 
technologies and industries which 
encouraged this growth..

Student Sources:
● A copy of the handout (pages 1-4 or just page 5) or a copy of the digital activity (as 

assigned in Google Classroom).

Teacher Sources:
● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides - There are two options here. 

One is a print handout for students that includes the drawing sections (pgs. 1-4) Slide 5 
includes a handout that just has the text from the presentation. If teachers are 
presenting the Pear Deck version to students, they might want students to have a 
printed handout for reference. 

● Link to the slideshow for use with the Printed Version 
● Link to the digital version in Google Slides for Pear Deck

I utilized many resources in the creation of this resource. They include but are not 
limited to the following:

● City of Dreams, by Tyler Anbinder 
● America’s History, James Henretta
● Give Me Liberty!, Eric Foner

Review the lesson. They are options for implementation with the digital and print 
versions. You might want to have students complete the full lesson on paper, or have 
students complete a combination, or have students complete the full digital version 
instead. Make copies for students if necessary. If students will be visiting the printed 
sources around the classroom, make sure to print out those sources. 

This procedure will depend on the way in which teachers decide to present the 
information. If possible I highly suggest utilizing the Pear Deck version or at least having 
students use the autodraw.com program to create their final images. Autodraw.com is 
free, student-friendly, and it’s really easy for students to share their images once created. 

● With any version, plan for the presentation section to take approximately 30 
minutes of the class period.

● Students should have the remainder of class to finish their autodraw images (if 
using). Teachers might need to quickly demonstrate how autodraw works for 
students. Teachers might wish to assign the autodraw images for homework. 
Autodraw will save a student image in progress, so students can come back to 
them later if needed. (This is standard, however, do check to see if your school 
computers work in the same way.)

https://www.autodraw.com/


Name _______________________________       Period ______

The First Industrial Revolution started in Great Britain and came to the U.S. after the American 
Revolution. The Second Industrial Revolution started after the Civil War and lasted until the early 
20th century. This was an economic revolution. This means that there was great change and economic 
growth, but no official war.

There were many reasons why this revolution occurred. 

1. The U.S. had many natural resources.

2. There were more workers in the U.S.

3. There were more markets for manufactured goods.

4. More people purchased manufactured goods instead of making goods at home.

Draw or Explain the reasons why the 2nd Industrial Revolution developed in the United States in the 
space below. Your drawing or explanation needs to include the following terms:

Natural resources workers manufactured goods


