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The regular meeting of the Richfield Town Board was held on Monday, August 15, 2016, at the Richfield Town Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Supervisor Palumbo.  Other board members in attendance were Eckler, Seamon, and Woodrow.  Councilwoman Bond was absent.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Eckler and Seamon to approve payment of all vouchers with three signatures.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.
			A General				$   16,184.38
			B General				$        112.00
			DA Highway				$   15,794.90
			DB Highway				$     4,835.11
			SL Street Lighting			$          81.81
						Total		$   37,008.20

Motion to approve minutes of the July 18, 2016, and August 4, 2016, meetings by Eckler, second by Woodrow and Seamon.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Highway Superintendent Kress reported that storm damage from the weekend storms on town roads has been cleaned up; the debris at Bakers Beach will be cleaned up tomorrow.  The state has announced grant funding for bridges and Superintendent Kress has spoken with the Delta engineer concerning the Ann Street Bridge.  The engineer agrees that the town should apply, even though the chances are slim.  Highway Superintendent Kress will take the responsibility for filling out and submitting the grant paperwork.  If the town does receive a grant the design will be for a more expensive bridge then the Delta plans presented last year.  Fenton Road is ready for paving.  Superintendent Kress asked the board to approve piggy-backing on to the paving bid accepted at the June 20, 2016, meeting to pave Buell Road.  Because the price of paving is cheaper this year there is enough money left from what was budgeted to cover this additional project.  Motion by Palumbo, second by Woodrow to approve the paving of Buell Road.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

Planning Board Chairman Urtz informed the board that the Special Use Permit for the Lakeside Acres Animal Hospital and Boarding Facility was approved at the August 8, 2016 meeting.

Dan Sullivan reported that the full Comprehensive Plan Committee is still on the summer schedule but will convene again in September.  The small committees have still had some meetings.

Supervisor Palumbo has received a letter from the Land Bank that asks each local government to identify two blighted properties.  Otsego County Planning Department is compiling a list.  Otsego County still needs to pass a Resolution of Commitment.
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Old Business

The village is continuing work on preparing space for the court downstairs in the library building.  Mayor Frohne has stopped at the town hall to keep the town informed.  

There is no update on Memorial Park.  The town has been unable to obtain a firm quote from any abstract company and does not want to enter into an agreement without a price.  Village Trustee Moshier was present for the discussion and while she cannot speak for the board the consensus was that since the town carries the insurance and has maintained it for years the town will be considered the owner.  Supervisor Palumbo asked that if the village has a concern about the park they defer to the town.

The beach questionnaire is being distributed to beach users.

The town is in need of a groundskeeper for the beach for the last two weeks (August 22 – Labor Day) of the season, Monday – Friday for six hours per day.  The job can be shared by more than one person; the pay rate is $10.00 per hour.

Motion by Palumbo, second by Seamon to take a re-vote to adopt Local Law # 2 of 2016, “A LOCAL LAW OPTING OUT OF THE SOLAR, WIND AND FARM ENERGY REAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION PROVIDED BY RPTL SECTION 487”.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.  The re-vote was taken to insure that a proper vote was taken.

Councilman Eckler asked about the status of the proposed JCAP grant.  The supervisor answered that Judge Marmet is working on it.

New Business

Motion by Palumbo, second by Woodrow to re-appoint Monica Harris as registrar as required by the state.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.

The NYS Department of Health has inspected the beach a number of times; the first inspection was good, subsequent inspections recommended that the floating raft needs to be by the lifeguard chair, chained down, and the roped in swimming area have more floats out as a warning to approaching boaters.  We have floats; they will be painted and put in the water.

The Otsego County Codes Office also did an inspection and found one exit sign that needs to be replaced.  The fire alarms could not be tested because they are placed so high and there is a lack of safety light.  Supervisor Palumbo has done some research and can order what the town needs to fix/replace at a cost of approximately $50.00.
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Highway Superintendent Kress informed the public that water and dry ice are available at the fire house for residents that lost power due to the weekend storms.

Patrick Doyle addressed the board concerning the Monticello Hills Wind Project.  Subjects he discussed included the Host community Agreement, a possible PILOT program, landowner and adjacent property agreements and the greater output of new technology for turbines.

The supervisor opened the meeting to public comments.

Motion to adjourn at 7:10 PM by Palumbo, second by Woodrow.  Eckler – yes, Seamon – yes, Woodrow – yes, Palumbo – yes.



__________________________________
Monica Harris, Clerk




