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Introduction 

If you notice in our readings, the narratives are written in either the present or the past 

tense. 

A verb expresses action or state of being while tense denotes time (when the action 

takes place). 

Instruction 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header. Make sure that your handwriting is neat and 

legible. 

Practice 4 

Answer the following questions in your exercise book. 

A. What is the difference between these two pairs of sentences? 

1. Barry knew it was wrong to steal. 

2. Barry knew it had been wrong to steal. 

3. Sally never saw the film. 

4. Sally had never seen the film before. 

B. Which tense, the simple past or the past perfect, would you use for the verbs in 

brackets? 

1. By midnight, I (finish) the work and (be) ready to hand it in the next day. 

2. Until last week, the research he (be) involved in (prove) inconclusive. 

3. The scientist (point) out that the book he (write) the previous year (be) already out-of-

date. 

C. What is the difference between these two sentences? 

1. Julio was used to handling delicate objects. 

2. Julio got used to handling delicate objects. 
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 In Lesson 33, you were tasked to identify the context set in an opening of a story. 

And that is the context we set for any opening or beginning to our stories.  

 In Lesson 34, the focus was still on the opening of a story but paying attention to 

details such as the setting and character development. 

 In lesson 35, you gained an insight into the way writers create their story 

especially with their choice of words and use of imagery in creating the desired 

effect. 

 In this lesson, after you complete the practice exercise, you will be familiar with 

the use of the past tense. 


