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ANNOUNCEMENT OF FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY 
 
Commission Name:    OneStar National Service Commission, OneStar Foundation 

Federal Agency:    Corporation for National and Community Service 

Funding Opportunity Types:   2017 AmeriCorps State Planning Grants    

Announcement Type:    Initial Announcement  

CFDA Number:     94.006 

This Notice is for AmeriCorps Texas (AmeriCorps State) Planning Grants. A planning grant provides support to a grant 
recipient for the development of an AmeriCorps program or expansion of an AmeriCorps program that will engage 
AmeriCorps members in implementing interventions to solve community problems. In some cases members have been 
involved in the effective or promising intervention and in other cases members have not been integrated into the program 
model to date. For interventions that have integrated members this planning grant could be an opportunity to refine and 
enhance the model. These grants are awarded to organizations that will be developing an AmeriCorps program that will 
place AmeriCorps members in service solely within Texas. This Planning Grant opportunity is to explore opportunities 
surrounding:  

• Multi-Focus Intermediary models (with priority given to focus areas other than education). 

• Expansion of a program into a new town or city (with priority given to geographic locations with minimal National 
Service resources). 

• Expansion of the AmeriCorps program into new departments of a same legal applicant organization.  

• Development of new national service models that seek to integrate members in innovative ways into evidence-
based interventions. 

Disclosure: Publication of this Notice does not obligate OneStar Foundation to award any specific number of grants or to 
obligate any particular amount of funding.  

Please see the original 2017-2018 AmeriCorps Notice of Funding Opportunity and Application Instructions for full information 
about the AmeriCorps program.   

IMPORTANT DATES  

• June 5, 2017 – Application and Budget Deadline  
The application should be completed using a Word type document for the Narrative and the provided Excel Budget 
template provided by OneStar Foundation. Submission of the Narrative and Budget should be via email to 
grants@onestarfoundation.org by 11:59:59 PM Central on June 5, 2017. Late applications in whole or in part will 
not be accepted. 

• June 16, 2017 – Final Application Submission Deadline 
Upon review, an application may require clarification or correction. All final, corrected applications must be 
submitted in eGrants by June 16. 

• June 21, 2017 – Application Notification: Successful applicants will be notified no later than June 21, 2017.  

• September 1, 2017 – Start date for Planning Grant activities. 

ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION 

To be considered for this Planning Grant funding, an applicant must meet all criteria under Eligibility Information. 

A. Planning Grants are being offered to organizations that are currently part of the OneStar portfolio of AmeriCorps 
state 2016-2017 programs. 

B. All applicable eligibility requirements from the original Notice.  

http://onestarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/2017-2018-Notice-of-Funding-Opportunity2.pdf
http://onestarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/2017-2018-AmeriCorps-Application-Instructions.pdf
mailto:grants@onestarfoundation.org
http://onestarfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/2017-2018-Notice-of-Funding-Opportunity2.pdf
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AWARD INFORMATION  

OneStar expects to select up to six applications for 2017-2018 planning grants. Applicants may apply for up to a maximum 
of $75,000.  

The project period for these grants is up to one year (12 months). The project start date will be September 1, 2017.  

Cost Sharing or Matching. Applicants must provide 24% of the total project costs in match. Match may be cash or in-kind. 
Section 121(e)(5) of NCSA (42 USC 12571(e)) requires programs that use other federal funds as match for an AmeriCorps 
grant to report the amount and source of these funds to CNCS on a Federal Financial Report. Grantees must track and be 
prepared to report on that match separately each year and at closeout.  

Indirect Costs. CNCS allows applicants to include indirect costs in application budgets. Based on qualifying factors, 
applicants have the option of using a federally approved indirect cost rate, a 10% de minimis rate of modified total direct 
costs, or may claim certain costs directly as outlined in 2 CFR §200.413 Direct Costs. States, local governments, and Indian 
Tribes may use approved cost allocation plans. All methods must be applied consistently across federal awards. Applicants 
who hold a state or federally negotiated indirect cost rate or will be using the 10% de minimis rate must enter that information 
in the Organization section in eGrants. However, under section 121(d) of the NCSA and CNCS’s regulations at 45 CFR 
2517.713, no more than five percent of award funds may be used to recover indirect costs on AmeriCorps grants.  

APPLICATION CRITERIA 

Each applicant must describe a plan to develop a project that will deploy AmeriCorps members effectively to solve a 
significant community problem. OneStar urges applicants to submit high quality applications that carefully follow the 
guidance in this Notice and Application Instructions. The quality of an application will be an important factor in determining 
whether an organization receives funding. Do not assume all sub-criteria are of equal value. Please respond to each of the 
following in the order in which the item is presented. Applications should be no longer than five (5) pages.1 

A. Executive Summary2 (Required – 0 Percent) 
Please fill in the blanks of these sentences to complete the Executive Summary. Do not deviate from the template.  

[Name of the organization] proposes to develop an AmeriCorps program which will engage AmeriCorps 
members to serve in [the location(s) the AmeriCorps program will serve] that will focus on the CNCS 
focus area(s) of [Focus Area(s)]. The CNCS investment of $[amount of request] will be matched with 
$[amount of projected match], $[amount of local, state, tribal, and federal funds] in public funding and 
$[amount of non-governmental funds] in private funding. No AmeriCorps members will be needed to 
execute this plan. 3 

B. Program Design (50 Percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the application’s response to the criteria below.  

• Describe why you are applying for a planning grant and what you hope to achieve during the one year planning 
period, including but not limited to: 

o The problem you plan to solve with your AmeriCorps program. 

o Evidence that the need exists. 

o Determining the most appropriate AmeriCorps member activities to address the identified community need.  

o The target communities the program would serve. 

o Creating a process for selecting operating and service sites (if applicable) that will ensure the most 
appropriate and capable organizations are selected. 

                                                 
1 Using a Word type document, formatting should include 1 inch margins, 10 point Times New Roman font, with single spacing. Do not 

include charts, graphs, bold, italic or underline. Formatting should be simple for copying the application into eGrants.  
2 OneStar will post all Executive Summaries of awarded grant applications on www.onestarfoundation.org in the interest of 

transparency and Open Government.  
3 The dollar amounts listed in the Executive Summary must match exactly with the amounts in the Budget.  

http://www.onestarfoundation.org/
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• Describe how the program developed through this planning grant will be new or develop a new aspect or 
expansion of an existing program 

• Describe a clear and logical planning process, including:  

o A detailed description of the planning process and which staff are leading it.  

o A well-developed timeline for planning activities.  

o A clear description of how the planning period will be used to develop the necessary components to 
effectively manage an AmeriCorps program in the future.  

C. Organizational Capability (25 percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the application’s response to the following criteria below.  

• Identify the primary programmatic and fiscal contacts for the grant application include secondary contacts if 
applicable.  

• The applicant has the experience, staffing, and management structure to plan the proposed program.  

• The applicant has prior experience in the proposed area of programming. 

D. Cost Effectiveness and Budget Adequacy (25 percent) 
Reviewers will consider the quality of the application’s response to the following criteria below.  

• The budget is sufficient to carry out the program effectively.  

• The budget aligns with the applicant’s narrative. 

• The applicant has raised or describes an adequate plan to raise non-CNCS resources to fully support the 
program. 

• The budget is submitted without mathematical errors and proposed costs are allowable, reasonable, and 
allocable to the award.  

• The budget is submitted with adequate information to assess how each line item is calculated. 

• Source of Match is completed with adequate information to support the amount written in the budget.  

o Identify the non-CNCS funding and resources necessary to support the project.  

o Indicate the amount of non-CNCS resource commitments, type of commitments (in-kind and/or cash) and 
the sources of these commitments.  

o Indicate whether the matching source is “Pending” or “Secured”.  

E. Evaluation Plan (0 percent). Enter N/A. 

F. Amendment Justification (0 percent). Enter N/A.  

G. Clarification Information (0 percent). Enter N/A.  

H. Continuation Changes (0 percent). Enter N/A.  

REVIEW AND SELECTION PROCESS 

A. Criteria 
The assessment of applications involves a wide range of factors and considerations. OneStar staff will apply their 
experience and expertise in evaluating applications. The review and selection process will produce a diversified set 
of high-quality programs that represent the priorities and selection factors described in this Notice.  

B. Eligibility Review 
OneStar staff will review all applications submitted to determine compliance with eligibility, deadline, and 
completeness requirements. Applicants will be notified of initial intake eligibility within 24 hours of submission of an 
application.  
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C. Review 
OneStar staff will assess the entire application. Some applicants may receive requests to provide clarifying information 
and/or make changes to their application including changes to the budget. Applications may be recommended for 
funding even if they are not asked clarification questions. A request for clarification does not guarantee a grant award. 
Failure to respond to requests for additional information in a timely manner may result in the removal of an application 
from consideration.  

D. Final Score 
Applicants that score at least 70 percent of total possible points will move forward to the prioritization phase. 

E. Prioritization 
Upon selection of finalists, OneStar will give special consideration to ensure geographic, demographic, and 
programmatic diversity across the AmeriCorps Texas portfolio. 

Applicants proposing programs that receive priority consideration are not guaranteed funding. 

F. Risk Assessment Evaluation 
OneStar staff and Board will evaluate the risks to the program posed by each applicant, including conducting due 
diligence to ensure an applicant’s ability to manage federal funds. This evaluation is in addition to the evaluation of 
the applicant’s eligibility for funding or the quality of its application on the basis of the Selection Criteria. Results from 
this evaluation will inform funding decisions. If OneStar determines that an award will be made, special conditions 
that correspond to the degree of risk assessed may be applied to the award. In evaluating risk, OneStar may consider 
the following: 

• Financial stability; 
• Quality of financial management systems and ability to meet the administrative standards prescribed in 

applicable OMB guidance; 
• History of performance as reflected in the applicant’s record in managing previous CNCS or OneStar awards, 

including: 
o Timeliness of compliance with applicable reporting requirements, and  
o If applicable, the extent to which any previously awarded amounts will be expended prior to future 

awards; 
• Information available through any OMB-designated repositories of government-wide eligibility qualifications 

or financial integrity information, such as: 
o System for Award Management 
o Dun and Bradstreet, or 
o “Do Not Pay” 

• Reports and findings from single audits performed under 2 CFR 200 Subpart F (Single Audit) and findings of 
any other available audits; 

• IRS Tax Form 990; 
• An applicant organization’s annual report; 
• Publicly available information including information from an applicant organization’s website; and 
• The applicant’s ability to effectively implement statutory, regulatory, or other requirements.  

G. Selection for Funding 
With a goal of a diversified portfolio based on the Notice priorities and strategic considerations, the staff will provide 
a recommended portfolio for consideration by the OneStar Commission Board. OneStar will make funding decisions 
based on the availability of formula dollars.  

H. Feedback to Applicants 
Each applicant will receive the results of the review pertaining to their application. Feedback will be based on the 
review of the original application and will not reflect any information that may have been provided in response to 
clarification questions, if any.  
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FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION 

A. Federal Award Notices 
OneStar anticipates announcing the results of the Formula Planning Grant competition by notifying applicants no later 
than June 21, 2017. Applicants will be notified of funding decisions via email. Notification will be sent to the individual 
listed in the eGrants Application Face Sheet as the person with whom communication regarding this application may 
be shared. If the applicant is a current OneStar grantee, notification will be sent to the following people listed in the 
Authorized Representative Form: Legal Authorized Signatory, Primary Program Contact, Primary Fiscal Contact, and 
Pre-Award or Grant Manager Contact. This notification is not an authorization to begin grant activities. The Notice of 
Grant Award (NOGA) is the authorizing document for beginning grant activities. Unsuccessful applicants will also 
receive notification that their application was not approved for funding.  

An awardee may not expend federal funds until the start of the Budget Period identified on the Notice of Grant Award. 
OneStar will make an award for one year of operation.  

B. Administrative and National Policy Requirements 

1. Uniform Guidance 
The Notice of Grant Award incorporates the approved application as part of the binding commitments under the 
grant award, as well as the requirements of applicable sections of the National and Community Service Act of 
1990 and other applicable statutes. Awards will also be subject to the specific terms and conditions established 
for AmeriCorps grants and/or defined in the Terms and Conditions or Special Conditions attached to the award. 
The full Regulations are available online at www.ecfr.gov 

2. Requests for Improper Payment Information 
CNCS may, from time to time, request documentation from recipients in order to monitor the award or to comply 
with other legal requirements, such as the Improper Payment Information Act of 2002, as amended. Failure to 
make timely responses to these requests may result in award funds being placed on temporary manual hold, 
reimbursement only, or other remedies as appropriate. In addition, OneStar and CNCS may, in appropriate 
circumstances, consider in its funding decisions any previous failures to make timely responses. 

C. National Service Criminal History Check Requirements 
The National Service Criminal History Check (NSCHC) is a screening procedure established by law to protect the 
beneficiaries of national service. The law requires recipients to conduct and document NSCHCs on any person 
(including award-funded staff) receiving a salary through a program receiving CNCS funds. An individual is ineligible 
to serve in a position that receives such CNCS funding if the individual is registered, or required to be registered, as 
a sex offender or has been convicted of murder. The cost of conducting NSCHCs is an allowable expense under the 
award.  

Unless CNCS has provided a recipient with a written exemption or written approval of an alternative search procedure, 
recipients must perform the following checks –  

All award-funded staff must undergo NSCHCs that include:  

1. A nationwide name-based search of the National Sex Offender Public Website (NSOPW); and 
2. Either 

a. A name- or fingerprint-based search of the statewide criminal history registry in the person’s state of 
residence and in the state where the person will serve/work; or 

b. A fingerprint-based FBI criminal history check. 

Special Rule for Persons Serving Vulnerable Populations. Award-funded staff with recurring access to vulnerable 
populations (i.e., children age 17 or younger, individuals age 60 or older, or individuals with disabilities) must undergo 
NSCHCs that include:  

1. A nationwide name-based check of the NSOPW; and  
2. Both 

a. A name- or fingerprint-based search of the statewide criminal history registry in the person’s state of 
residence and in the state where the person will serve/work; and 

b. A fingerprint-based FBI criminal history check.  

See 45 CFR §2540.200-§2540.207 and CNCS Criminal History Check Resources for complete information and FAQs.  

http://www.ecfr.gov/
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D. Use of Materials 
To ensure that materials generated with CNCS funding are available to the public and readily accessible to grantees 
and non-grantees, CNCS reserves a royalty-free, nonexclusive, and irrevocable right to obtain, use, modify, 
reproduce, publish, or disseminate publications and materials produced under the award, including data, and to 
authorize others to do so (2 CFR §200.315(b)).  

E. Reporting 
Recipients are required to submit a variety of reports which are due at specific times during the life cycle of an award. 
All reports must be accurate, complete, and submitted on time. 

Recipients are required to provide end of year progress reports and semi-annual financial reports. 

Failure to submit accurate, complete, and timely required reports may affect the recipient’s ability to secure future 
CNCS funding.  

OTHER INFORMATION 

Re-Focus of Funding. OneStar and CNCS reserve the right to re-focus funding in the event of a disaster or other compelling 
need for service. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

All communication relating to this Notice must be directed to the contact person named below.  

Elisa Gleeson 
Senior Grants Management Specialist 
Email: elisa@onestarfoundation.org 

Phone: (512) 287-2029 
Availability: 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM Central, Monday to Friday 

Communication related to this application shall be directed to the contacts named above. All emails and phone calls will be 
returned within a reasonable amount of time. Applicants are encouraged to submit their questions well in advance of the 
deadline as OneStar is not obligated to respond to questions that are received 48 hours prior to the due date.  

mailto:elisa@onestarfoundation.org?subject=2017-2018%20AmeriCorps%20Grants
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