
 

YBKA NEWSLETTER                                                                               1 

  NEWSLETTER 
                                                                                   October 2017 

Editorial 

       It is now 8 months since we have published a Newsletter and that is not good enough for an associa-

tion of our size with nearly 1800 members.  It is our aim to correct this. Apologies to all our regular read-

ers who look forward to reading news about what’s going on in Yorkshire and all the latest gossip on a 

regular basis.  Our promise : this will improve from now on and a regular quarterly issue will be pub-

lished and distributed throughout Yorkshire. If you would like to contribute to the next Newsletter email 

the editor : secretary@ybka.gov.uk by the end of December. 

Editor 
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After many years struggling to lift heavy beehives, even with 2 people and the fact that the lumber area of my back is damaged (fused) due to 

a road traffic accident when I was 16, which is now getting worse,  I thought it was about time I applied my engineering brain to come up with 

an easier method of moving beehives. 

 I was watching one of those home conversion programs – with Nick Knowles - converting a house for a disabled person where they 

installed a track / hoist system to transfer around the ground floor. This is where the initial concept came from.  Many people have commented 

on my rather unique new pickup conversion and the fact that it has a flat bed with no wheel arch intrusions enabling me to actually move 16 

nationals at a time.  However, loading up 16 and then unloading them again, I do find time consuming so I find it much easier to move 9 at a 

time ( seems to be the best number for me as I can load them up and move/offload in about an hour when going to the moor). So with that in 

mind I made some careful measurements a few rough sketches and then came up with the idea of a demountable lifting frame that  uses the 

winch off my quadbike. 

 My first thoughts were to make a lifting frame out of scaffolding that could be added to the truck at the time of moving bees and simp-

ly removed afterwards.  Scaffold was a possibility but getting the winch to move in and out would not be easy, so I decided to make it out of 

galvanised ‘unistrut’ which in engineering circles is known as ‘grown up Meccano’.  There is a much wider range of fittings and brackets 

available. The winch runs on ball bearing runners that are unistrut trolley brackets.  It has now been fully ‘road’ tested and moves bees very 

easily with one person (did not even break sweat) and I can positively report no dramas at all, I just wish I had thought about it years ago. 

 One other major and simple step forward was buying a set of solid tyres for my sack barrow. I was quite fed up that every time the 

sack barrow is needed there was at least one flat tyre, unfortunately they come in a rather garish yellow colour, but good value for £16 ! 

Coping with old age the Tony Jefferson way 
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Breeding Better Bees (Workshops) 

 Soap, potions and cerate production 

 Breeding better Bees & rearing Queens 

 Re-cycling your wax and utilising it to create candles, & foundation 

 Skep making. 

Talks 

The BBKA and what it stands for…...Margaret Murdin 

A palaeontologist’s perspective on the history of Bees...Dr. John Varker 

The importance of Beekeeping in Africa ………...Trisha Marlow 

Cerate, Soap & Potions……...Dr. Sara Robb 

How research with Bees relate to humans……….Dr. Nicola Simcock 

Annual Spring Conference 

Saturday, March 24th, 2018 

8.30 am to 4.30 pm 

VENUE: Manor Academy in York 
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OUR MAIN SPEAKERS AT THE YORK CONFERENCE  

Dr. Sara Robb is an award-winning scientist, professional speaker, author and managing director of her company Bath Potions. 

Sara moved to the United Kingdom to continue her research. In 2003, Sara left academic research and founded her company Bath Potions, 

which specialises in honey soaps and beeswax creams. Recipes are available in her first book, : “Dr Sara’s Honey Potions”.  Sara lives in 

North London with her family and runs workshops at the British Beekeepers Association Spring Convention and The National Honey 

Show each year. Sara has a continued interest in aging and anti-oxidants, particularly, the anti-oxidants in bee products and how they can 

slow the aging process. 

Margaret Murdin (NDB)  is a Master Beekeeper and is just completing her second year as Chairman of the BBKA.  She 

has been a trustee of the BBKA for the last 6 years and is Assistant Moderator for the written exams. She assesses practical assessments at 

Basic, General Husbandry and Advanced Husbandry levels and tutors for the Correspondence Course. Margaret teaches beekeeping quite 

extensively.  She moved from Merseyside to Oxfordshire last year and downsized her beekeeping operation because of the demands of the 

Chairmanship.  Margaret keeps 9 colonies locally to where she lives and whenever possible escapes from the BBKA to enjoy her bees.  

She also likes to work with the BBKA staff and trustees as a whole integrated team and, using this approach, has taken the BBKA from 

years of losses to two years of significant surpluses without the need for an increase in capitation. 

Dr. W. John Varker is a retired Leeds University Palaeontologist (Earth Sciences Department), who for 36 years lectured stu-

dent groups of from 4 to over 300. He also has experience in Adult Education. His research concerned microfossils used for dating rocks 

which is obtained by dissolving limestones. For five years he was a member of an International Committee visiting sites in Germany, 

France, Ukraine, China, Mongolia and several parts of the United States. John came to beekeeping only recently when he inherited a sin-

gle empty hive and so consequently joined the Leeds BKA, had his garden vetted for suitability and bought his first nucleus colony and 

set to work….. 

Trisha Marlow is a BBKA Master Beekeeper and assessor for the BBKA Basic assessment in England, Wales (through the 

WBKA) and Africa (BBKA Basic in Modern African Beekeeping). She lives on the family farm in the Welsh Marches with partner Paul.  

As volunteer Project Manager for the UK poverty alleviation charity Bees Abroad, her focus is mainly on projects in Ghana at this time as 

well as various sub-committee work at home. Trisha is also the Vice-County bee recorder for Montgomeryshire, records moths for the 

County and in her “spare time” likes to grow things, travel, and is finally learning to ride horses.  

Dr. Nicola Simcock PhD.  Nicola is a research associate at the Institute of Neuroscience (Newcastle University).  She will 

discuss the relevance of bee research and how it relates to humans.  She will refer to examples of work being done at the University labor-

atories such as : “How bees could be used to assess depression” ; “How bees have been used to understand reward processing by feeding 

them cocaine” and “How some flowers 'spike' their nectar with caffeine to improve the bees memory (pointing out that bees also function 

better if they have had their morning coffee!)”.   

 

WORKSHOPS  

            

A variety of workshops will be taking place throughout the day covering such wide topics as 

cerate and soap production (Dr Sara Robb),  Skep making (Geoff Pearson) and making the 

best use of re-cycled wax (Chris Coulson).  Tony Jefferson and Jim Pearson will give their own 

unique views on how best to develop good-natured colonies and how to rear your own 

queens with the very best characteristics. 
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Never underestimate children’s capacity for the ridiculous or in their eyes a completely sensible question. 

At one of our recent schools day events in Harrogate one of our dedicated helpers and Master Beekeeper was 
explaining to a group of eight year old children how bees collected pollen. 

He told them in a very patient manner that when a positively charged bee lands on a flower, the negatively 
charged pollen grains naturally stick to it. 

This was demonstrated by producing a balloon, rubbing it vigorously on some clothing and then placing it above 
a child’s head until their hair stood on end (a party trick that we have all tried). 

The children were fascinated and intrigued until I made a contribution, later regretted, by saying to the group 
that if they ever see a bee carrying a balloon then it was off to collect pollen! 

The teacher in charge of the group, looked at me, rolled her eyes and sighed. 

After a few minutes the session ended with the usual phrase “Are there any questions?” 

One little girl raised her hand and asked “Where do bees get the balloons from?” 

I managed to back away slowly whilst the Master Beekeeper was left to explain! 

Phil Gee 

 

OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES or 

CONFESSIONS OF A YBKA CHAIRMAN 
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            The deadlines for BBKA and YBKA submissions are imminent so, to avoid missing out on any initiatives 

now is the time to be taking action. The BBKA ADM takes place in early January and we (the YBKA committee) are 

required to consider matters raised by districts at our next meeting as the deadlines for approved propositions is mid 

October. Propositions (or matters of concern) which members may wish to table enable us (as ordinary beekeepers) 

to keep pressure on our parent association and is an opportunity to change the direction things are going in and help 

to influence positive change. 

       At the end of November the YBKA holds it’s AGM and this again is an opportunity for members to raise issues 

of concern and to positively influence what policies and actions take place over the course of the next year.  We want 

to actively encourage more members to join the general purposes committee (GPC), we welcome nominations for 

Certificates of Merit (our new Certificate is on page 9) and we’d like to invite member to participate in the govern-

ance of the YBKA which is responsible for supporting more than 1600  members throughout the biggest county in 

the UK. We’d also like members to make recommendations which will assist us in the planning of next year’s annual 

Spring Conference which will again be held in York on March 24th 2018 — details can be found on pages 5 and 6.  

Please pencil this date in to your diaries for next year – the speakers we are lining up promise to make this the best 

conference we have run for years and it will be very informative and full of practical interest—details can be found 

on page 6.  We would also like to take a more pro-active role in encouraging more young people to take an interest in 

beekeeping and, to this end, our chairman (Phil Gee) has made it his priority to ensure this aim is backed up with 

positive support and funding.  If you know of any school which is thinking of establishing colonies on their site or is 

considering training as a preliminary step then we are prepared to give that school full support which will include 

generous funding to make sure it happens and is successful  

        Finally, we have at present major vacancies on the GPC which need to be filled.  They have been available for 

at least a year now and urgently need your consideration  The role of Newsletter Editor is extremely important in that 

it provides the mouth piece for members and is the main conduit which supplies a communication link enabling us to 

broadcast vital information and updates to our membership.  We are also ‘contracted’ to many suppliers and infor-

mation agencies and we are therefore letting a lot of people down in not publishing this.  Any volunteer(s) who could 

help co-ordinate this publication would be most welcome and will be given a great deal of support by the GPC.  We 

have deliberately declined the opportunity to appoint a vice-chair from within the existing GPC in order to encourage 

new blood and a change of direction for the YBKA.  This is an ideal opportunity for any member who feels that they 

could positively influence a change of direction or from someone who feels aggrieved or dissatisfied with the ser-

vices provided by the YBKA.  Finally, there is the role of MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY.  Since Edna Phillips re-

tired two years ago we have had offers from two members keen to fill the gap but they have, for various reasons 

(mainly personal), had to suspend their interest. The job is one of the most important roles on the GPC and, though 

not particularly time consuming does require considerable commitment and some IT skills.  It is certainly an ex-

tremely rewarding job and one which is very much valued by our district secretaries and treasurers.  Spare a thought 

also for the YBKA treasurer (Nobby Cooper) who has had to fulfil this role in addition to his own responsibilities for 

the last year.  Over 1600 members desperately need someone to step up to the plate..  Please try to take a more active 

role in the administration of the YBKA - we ask your support in ensuring it continues in a strong, vibrant and healthy 

way in support of all its members (as it has now for over 100 years).   

Roger Chappel 
    

A MESSAGE FROM THE GENERAL SECRETARY 
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January 2017 

Novice bee keeper Steve Thompson tells HDBKA website editor Matthew Blair about his first year. 

How did you first get started, Steve? 

Well it all started on Christmas morning. There were lots of presents to do with bees - books, clothes and so 

on. And then, after opening all the bee-themed stocking fillers, I found the membership to the club and enrolment 

on the beginner beekeeper’s course. My wife Jules had enrolled herself too and we were both really looking for-

ward to getting started. 

What was the course like? 

We both really enjoyed it. Yvonne is a fantastic teacher - really funny and interesting, and she made it fun and en-

gaging for everyone. There was the right mix of theory and practical skills. We always had masses of questions - it 

felt very comfortable even to ask silly things.  The mix of people on the course was really interesting and it was 

great that we always had some more experienced people on hand too. I think we realised quite early on that bee 

keeping is as much a craft as a science, so sometimes there isn't a right or wrong answer. Having a discussion 

about things was really encouraged and I think that gives you confidence, knowing that we're all learning together. 

In week 7 of the 10 we had our first visit to an apiary and started to get used to handling the bees. It was a chance 

to try out what we'd learnt. We also did some honey extracting on the course which was very funny. Everyone got 

involved and the honey was all over the place. We were absolutely covered in it! 

When did you get your own bees, Steve? 

It was around the end of April when we got our hive. It was a full colony all up and running with a queen from the 

year before. 

What was it like dealing with them at first? 

Yeah, it was a bit scary in a way. I think we were a bit overawed at first because we hadn't had much prac-

tice yet. The first time I went in I was so nervous, I think I shook most of the bees off the frames! But of course you 

get into the rhythm of it after a while and you kind of learn to read how the bees are feeling. Sometimes we know 

it's best just to leave them alone, if they're having a bad day. We all feel like that sometimes don't we? 

Where do you keep the hive? 

It's in our back garden, in a quiet spot in between some fruit trees. Jules and I love to see them buzzing around the 

garden, visiting all the flowers. It's done my veg patch some good too, all that pollination. We're looking forward to 

the club talk on planting for bees because we want to make sure they have some forage all through the year. 

What support did you need? 

We had loads of help from the course mentors and other club members, especially Andy, Geoff, Derrie and Riad. 

The club meetings at Farnley Tyas were really helpful too because we got lots of hands-on practice. Like how to 

keep a good record sheet and what to look out for at different times in the year. We used those meetings as guide 

for what to do with our bees - that was really helpful.  At all the meetings, people always seems really willing to 

share their experiences, even what went wrong. People often have different opinions and different things they've 

tried. That's what makes it so interesting I think. We're all learning from one another, all the time. 

Did you have any problems during the year? 

Well, we've both been stung a few times, of course. But that wasn't as painful as we'd expected.  We split our colo-

ny in the summer and created a nuc, but then the first colony swarmed anyway. Then they both ended up queen-

less and we had to requeen. It wasn't a great start. We've had to feed the small colony quite a bit because it wasn't 

going have enough stores otherwise before the winter. But we're back on track now and hopefully they'll both make 

it through. They both have fondant on just in case. 

Do you have any tips for others newbees? 

Be warned - this is a very addictive hobby. Right at the beginning people said we'd get obsessed and would soon 

want more hives. They were right - we're rearranging our garden to accommodate three more colonies for next 

year. I think we're hooked! 

So did the theme continue on Christmas morning this year? 

Haha, of course. 

Steve Thompson (Huddersfield BKA) 

Getting the Buzz – My 

First Beekeeping Year 
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I use 1lb of heather honey to give it a strong taste.  
It seems a little too strong when you sample it 
straight from the jar, but on toast it is OK. Any   
honey is OK but if its ‘honey’ marmalade I thought it 
should at least taste of honey. 

A (Honey) Marmalade Recipe 

Instructions: 

 

1. Use a tin of Robertsons Ma-Made (about £2.60 for a tin) and a 
couple of jars of your old honey – its a good way to use up old 
show honey. 

2. Follow the instructions on the tin but DON’T add any water as 
there is sufficient liquid in the honey. 

3. Use 1/2 the sugar it says on the tin and replace with 2lb honey . 

 

It makes 6 x 1lb jars. However be careful as you will probably find 
your better half has given most of it away 

  

One further tip : use a very big pan as it foams quite a lot and risks 
topping over the pan - be careful as it makes quite a mess ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony Jefferson 
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In recent years Yorkshire Beekeepers have taken part in the Countryside Days events organised by 
the Yorkshire Agricultural Society.  The event is held at the Yorkshire Event Centre on the Great 
Yorkshire Showground and the surrounding outside area in June each year.  Countryside Days is the 
largest education event in Yorkshire.   It is aimed at Key Stage Two (7 to 11 years) children from 
across Yorkshire and Humber and up to 6,000 children attend over two days in early June. The 
event comprises up to 100 practical and interactive workshops covering every aspect of farming, the 
environment and the countryside. 

 

It also includes four ‘shows’ the Sheep Show, Farm Animal Arena and two Countryside Arenas. 

Workshops and displays include: 

 

Farm Animals – cattle, sheep, pigs & goats 

Farm Machinery 

Horse Racing 

Country Crafts e.g. Rug making, Felting, Knitting 

Dry Stone Walling 

Stained Glass making 

Cooking e.g. bread making, gingerbread making, pizza making 

Planting and growing 

 

YBKA help by opening up the doors our Normanby Pavilion for a display of all things to do with bee-
keeping including live bees, microscopy, candle making and honey tasting – their favourite by far.  
We host around 300 - 400 children over the two day event (not 6,000 just in case you were wonder-
ing). Six months prior to the event a competition is set where the children have to produce a model 
based on a set topic.    

 

The topic for 2017 was a model entitled “HOW DO HONEYBEES HELP TO PRODUCE OUR FOOD”. 

 

A 1st prize of £50 and a 2nd prize of £25 is awarded on each of the two days.  The two 1st prize win-
ners then have their model exhibited at the Great Yorkshire Show and  children are invited along to 
receive their prize. 

         This year’s winners were: 

 

1st day  Hackforth & Hornby Primary School (£50) & Ingleton Primary School (£25) 

2nd day  Hookstone Chase Primary School (£50) & St. Martins School, Ampleforth (£25) 

 

Phil Gee (Schools Day Organiser) 

Young Persons Event 2017 

Countryside Live 
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Time for a Brew 
 

Saturday 16th September was the YBKA mead making course. Unfortunately it was also the  

Harrogate Autumn Flower Show. The show security were clearly troubled by the prospect of a  

group of nefarious beekeepers on their doorstep and so the venue was changed at last  

minute to the aptly named ‘Beehive’ annex at the Manor Academy in York. Fortunately,  

this was an even better location for most of us but it didn’t suit all delegates and there were a couple of empty 

 seats……….. but still a good turn-out with around 20 of us present. 

 

Tony Jefferson and Dave Shannon were the course tutors for the day and they started with an explanation of the 
principles of mead production, talking us through the equipment and ingredients required, all of which were pro-
vided as part of the course (with the exception of the honey and water!). They then presented a practical demon-
stration of how to start our own brew. Audience participation was in full flow, with questions ranging from how 
to use the airlock, the different types of sugars in different honeys, to the type of water needed (we thought this 
was going to turn technical at one stage, with questions flying about the trace chemicals in the water, but were 
relieved when both Tony and Dave assured everybody that ordinary tap water is quite suitable for the hobby 
brewer, phew!) 

 

While we were absorbed in the presentations and demonstration, Yvonne Kilvington (the YBKA Education Officer) 
and  Angela Williams (Huddersfield BKA) were slaving over a hot stove preparing a delicious lunch. Catering for all 
tastes, options of meat stew, vegetable stew and various sandwiches were served up, rounded off with a selec-
tion of cakes. The 20 attendees were perfectly catered for, with no queueing, and even sufficient to go back for 
seconds. 

 

The afternoon session started in the best possible way, with a ‘here’s one I prepared earlier’ tasting session. The 
group split into two, with half sampling dry, medium and sweet meads, and the other half trying various fruit 
meads (melomels), before swapping over. This stimulated much discussion within the groups about the options 
and different ingredients that could be used, and quantities thereof, to produce tastes and levels of sweet/
dryness.  

 

You would think that having been fed, and plied with alcohol, that all would be ready for an afternoon nap. Fortu-
nately however, Dave Shannon kept everybody riveted with his demonstration of brewing the fruit melomels that 
we had just sampled. His passion for making this delicious liquor and wanting to share his knowledge was clear to 
all. We reckon his garage must smell like a brewery! 

 

Questions and answers rounded off what we found was a thoroughly enjoyable and educational day. Informative 
from start to finish, no dull moments and great food & drink to top it off.  

 

Thanks to all involved in the organisation of the day and particularly to 
Tony and Dave – a great pair of enthusiasts and so passionate about 
their hobby - for sharing their hobby with us in such a light-hearted and 
fun fashion.  

 

Andrew & Julia Mayfield (Whitby BKA) 
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We had a plan. 
We had been on the courses, learnt the techniques and practiced. Now we were ready to start queen rear-
ing in earnest.  It all started well. We knew we needed strong, disease free colonies and wanted to get 
back to A.m.m. bees. 
We thought mid June would be a good time, in these northern climes, to have queens mating. So we did 
the arithmetic; graft larvae towards end May (14 days from graft to emergence, then 5 days in hive). 
Backwards again by about a week; stimulate gently the hives we had chosen for the larvae from which to 
raise our new queens with sugar syrup and pollen so there were plenty of well fed young larvae to choose 
from. 
Then the drones. They had to be mature mid June. That meant drone egg laying from early May. So a 
frame of drone foundation in about a week before with sugar syrup  to help them draw it out and a month 
prior (i.e. early April ) stimulation to ensure lots of nurse bees for all the work of raising the drones 
 
Then we had to choose the colonies to use. Backwards again. Good records the previous year. 
Our other main aim was to rear gentle bees. Having chosen ‘suitable’ colonies we checked Varroa levels 
and collected samples for Nosema and wing morphology. We booked a room, enrolled lots of helpers as 
well as the microscopists and a University Software Specialist who had written a program that checked 
the morphology (easier than ‘Drawwing’). We advertised it as a Bee Health Day and invited neighbour-
ing associations to join us and some representatives came. We also had a good number of ‘newer’ bee-
keepers 
We found Nosema in quite a number of colonies - including some unexpected positives in strong colo-
nies. Morphology was interesting. Most of the bees that looked dark had a fair percentage of A.m.m. 
 
So far so good. But then progress was not straightforward. Not many of the grafts took. One of the mem-
bers had created an incubator using a poly nuc. Caged queen cells were put in on Day 14. Some queens 
were slow to emerge, some emerged then died within an hour or two, some were accepted into mini nucs 
and some not. 
We had asked for volunteers to provide bees for mini nucs. But with the uncertainties or how many 
queens and when we didn’t like to ask for bees that were not going to be used. 
 
Eventually after a number of grafting sessions and the Association buying in some dark bees from a bee-
keeper who was retiring we managed to supply 17 nucs to beginners. 
 
I heard later that other people had had problems with rearing queens this year so perhaps it wasn’t so 
much that we were doing things wrong but that it was another one of those strange beekeeping years. 
 
Next Year? I’m hoping that all those beginners will be able to use their colonies to produce more dark 
drones on the wing next year, that we will have better luck with the grafting. I am looking for a strong 
colony with ‘swarmy’ bees to use as a starter colony for the grafts. It has been interesting  experience and 
I think those who have been closely involved have learnt a lot. 
I hope to be able to involve more people in the grafting and onwards process and perhaps we will be able 
to supply all Sheffield’s new beekeepers with dark bees next year. 
 

Bronwen White   ( Chair : Rotherham BKA) 

QUEEN REARING 
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     YBKA GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 2017 

PHIL GEE Chairman / Schools Day Organiser  pjgphilgee@btinternet.com        

01422 886114        07769 650059   

(AR: Halifax, Huddersfield, Wakefield/Pontefract) 

ROGER CHAPPEL General Secretary  secretary@ybka.org.uk   

01325 315741       07905 190701  

(AR: Darlington, Richmond, Northallerton)  

NORBERT COOPER Treasurer  norbert.cooper@btinternet.com  

01937 834 809          07957 404047 

YVONNE KILVINGTON Education Officer   

ykilvington@btopenworld.com         07876 618071  

Membership Secretary .  VACANT 

DAVID LAMONT Webmaster  davidlamont413@btinternet.com   

01274 619787         07968 817153 

DERRIE O’SULLIVAN  Equipment/Resources Officer  derrie@ntlworld.com 

DAVE SHANNON Honey Show Chief Steward   daveshannon.aca@me.com      

01302 772837         07907 856515  

TONY JEFFERSON  BBKA ADM Rep  stoneleabees@yahoo.co.uk 07749 731945          

AR: Whitby, Scarborough, Malton & Ryedale)      

Newsletter Editor.  VACANT 

SIMON MASLIN AR: Beverley 4simonm@gmail.com    01482 656018  

BRONWEN WHITE AR: Barnsley Sheffield, Doncaster & Rotherham 

bron@mistral138.plus.com        01142 307957  

ROB CLAXTON-INGHAM AR: Wharfdale  rob@claxtoningham.seriouslyinternet.com          

07961 423216 

JOHN GAUNT AR: Easingwold j.gaunt@wass.co.uk     01347 868516 

IVOR FLATMAN NBU/YAS Rep  ivor.flatman@apha.gsi.gov.uk  

01924 252795     07775 119436      ivor.flatman@homecall.co.uk  

mailto:rob@claxtoningham.seriouslyinternetcom
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Y.B.K.A. CALENDAR 2018  
 

Friday 12th January : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Saturday 13th January  – Module Tutorials 10am till 3pm 

Saturday 13th January : BBKA ADM (10.30 am) Kenilworth 

Saturday 10th February - Module Tutorials 10am till 3pm  

Saturday 24th February : Spring (Delegates) Conference 10am 

Saturday 17th March: BBKA Module Examinations. 

Saturday 24th March: YBKA ANNUAL CONFERENCE  

6th, 7th & 8th April : BBKA Spring Convention (Harper Adams) 

Friday 27th April : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Friday 8th June :  GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

June 12th/13th : YAS Schools’ Days 

July 10th – 12th : Great Yorkshire Show (Harrogate) 

Friday 20th July : GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Friday 7th Sept :  GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Friday 5th October :  GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Saturday 6th October:  Autumn Delegates Meeting (Provisional)  

October : Countryside Live & YBKA Honey Show (Harrogate) 

October 26th – 28th : National Honey Show 

Friday 9th November :  GPC Meeting (Harrogate) 6pm 

Saturday 10th November : Module Exams 

Saturday 24th November : AGM 10am 
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We’re not asking you to wear a bee beard 

But we are asking you to give some of 

your precious time  

to help with: 

Producing the ybka newsletter 

Becoming an area representative 

Contributing to the newsletter and website 

Joining the YBKA committee 


