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Card #1

Initial Encounter

(Beginning of the Matter)

Column A
Individual Focus

Name of Participant #1:

Column C
Interpersonal Focus
Couple/Group/Team

Column B
Individual Focus

Name of Participant #2:

Card #2

Emotional Needs →

Card #4

Appreciation Potential ←

Card #3

Emotional Needs

↓

Card #5

Intellectual Needs
→

Card #7

Stimulation Potential
←

Card #6

Intellectual Needs

↓

Card #8

Physical Needs
→

Card #10

Attraction Potential
←

Card #9

Physical Needs

↓

Card #11 

Personal Needs Profile

(Overall)

→

Card #13 

 Needs Fulfillment Outlook

(Overall)

←

Card #12

Personal Needs Profile

(Overall)

↓

Card #14

Participant #1

(Individual Reaction)

↔

Card #16

Adjustment Opportunities 

and Advice

↔

Card #15

Participant #2

(Individual Reaction)

↓

Card #17

“Yes or No”

(End of the Matter)
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Guidelines for Interpretation:

The goal of this spread is to show the outlook for successful development of a relationship from a 

“needs fulfillment” perspective, beyond the usual “Does he/she love me?” or “Will he/she come 

back to me?” focus. It is designed to be used for both intimate (romantic, sexual, etc.) and non-

intimate (business, social, etc.) interpersonal relationships. The “participants” can range from 

individuals to groups of people.

Columns A and B outline the components of each participant's “needs profile.” For  intimate, 

one-on-one relationships, the meanings of each position are self-explanatory. For less-intimate 

relationships, the elements may be more complex. For this reason, the “point of intersection” for 

working out of each participant’s objectives and expectations (Column C) is cast in more general 

terms: emotional “Love” becomes “Appreciation,” which can encompass, for example, feeling 

valued at work; mental “Compatibility” becomes “Stimulation,” including among other things 

the degree of intellectual satisfaction available from the relationship, and physical “Sex” becomes 

“Attraction,” which, in its less personal aspects, can mean the ability of those in the relationship 

to garner rewards of any concrete type (such as money or material goods).

The nature of the initial encounter (chance meeting, arranged interview, etc.) is portrayed by the 

first card, which stands outside of the spread proper as a general descriptor for the potential 

inherent in the contact. A positive card here bodes well for moving forward, an emphatically 

negative card shows that the relationship may well be “over before it starts,” and a neutral card 

reflects the need for  more careful cost/benefit consideration before undertaking the relationship.

The cards in Columns A ( Cards 2, 5 and 8) and B (Cards 3, 6 and 9) are read first, individually, 

to show what each participant brings to the table in terms of emotional, intellectual and physical 

needs. Cards 11 and 12 provide a composite “roll-up” of the needs profile which is read later in 

the spread.

The second step is to read each of the “needs areas” horizontally as 3-card “vignettes” ( A+B=C). 

A positive card in both Column A and B shows that each participant is well-favored to receive the 

hoped-for fulfillment from the relationship in that area of life. A negative card in either column 

implies that the participant so afflicted will be at a disadvantage in the arrangement. More 

neutral cards on either side may reflect a lack of commitment or an indifferent attitude toward 

the other participant. The quality of the card in Column C will show to a greater or lesser extent 

whether a cooperative merging is likely to occur for both participants in that focus area.

The third step is to consider each participant's personal needs in an “additive” way (Cards 

2+5+8=11 and Cards 3+6+9=12). A strongly positive card in any of the contributing positions 

shows the focus area to be a dominant driver for that participant's stance in the relationship. A 

strongly negative card in any position could indicate that the participant is especially needy in 

that area of life, which may become detrimental to the healthy growth of the relationship. A 

neutral card in any position reveals the focus area to be of no exaggerated importance to that 

participant's profile. Such cards in position 11 or 12 will show how well-situated each participant 

is to realize the full potential of the relationship. Positive or negative cards reflect whether one of 

the participants has a distinct advantage, while more neutral cards may show a “sitting on one's 

hands” stance toward “full-in” engagement at Card 13.
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 The fourth step is to assess each participant's composite “needs profile” in relation to the overall 

outlook for fulfillment from the relationship. This involves comparing “roll-up”  Cards 11 and 12 

to Card 13. As above, positive, negative and neutral cards in Column A or B can show whether 

each participant will come out ahead, lose ground or simply stand pat and perhaps walk away 

“at the end of the day.” The quality of the card in Column C will show to a greater or lesser 

extent whether a mutually agreeable future is “in the cards” for the relationship.

The fifth step is to examine Card 16 as a kind of “mirror” to the outlook shown in Card 13. The 

extent to which Card 13 shows a less-than-ideal state of affairs will indicate whether any 

adjustments to the relationship could be made, as suggested by Card 16, to bring it more into line 

with the participants' individual and common needs. Cards 14 and 15 reveal the kind of give-

and-take that could be productive in reaching a meaningful rethinking of each participant's 

attitude. Cards 14, 15 and 16 can be interpreted as advice to the participants in adapting their 

individual stances for the overall benefit of the relationship. Positive cards show a constructive 

atmosphere, while negative cards could reveal that it may be time to”throw in the towel.” Neutral 

cards indicate that neither participant is strongly motivated to make changes, implying that the 

relationship will reach equilibrium at a lower level of fulfillment than might otherwise be 

achievable. If the nature of Card 13 was entirely positive, the reading of cards 14, 15 and 16 

becomes less vital and they can be regarded more as background information for future 

reference.

The sixth and final step is to read Card 17 in relation to everything that preceded it in Column C 

(supplemented as applicable  by inputs from Columns A and B) in order to arrive at a judgment 

as to whether the relationship will live up to the original promise shown in Card 1. It simply 

indicates whether or not entering into (or remaining in) this particular relationship is a good 

idea. If Column C forecasts generally favorable progress for the relationship, giving the “green 

light” should be considered, with appropriate caveats as indicated by the condition of the 

modifying cards in Columns A and B. Obviously, if Cards 4, 7, 10 and 13 show strong dysfunction 

in any of the major focus areas, even a strongly positive card in this position may not be enough 

to overcome friction between the participants and salvage the relationship. In such cases, the 

advice would be to proceed with caution, with one's eyes wide open, and with no unrealistic 

expectations for a completely gratifying outcome.

Notes on Card “Quality”

The positive, negative or neutral nature of a card can be determined in several ways. The most 

common way is by keyword analysis, using consensus meanings derived from  innumerable 

readings over a long period of time and codified by writers in published works. But it doesn't 

stop there. The cards – especially the “small” cards Ace through 10 -  can also be weighed in 

terms of their assigned astrological, numerological and elemental attributes, as well as intuitively 

according to the “feel” of their  artistic imagery. 

Astrologically, cards associated with the Sun, Venus and Jupiter are generally considered 

positive, those allied with the changeable Mercury and Moon are designated neutral, and those 

assigned to Mars and Saturn are most often seen as negative. However, context is important: a 

Mars card in a physical context could mean a “hot time” or a windfall profit, in an emotional 

context an argument, and in an intellectual context a lively, stimulating discussion. 



The “Needs Fulfillment”  Relationship Spread

Numerologically, the cards from Ace to 6 are closer to the spiritual source (“monad”) and are 

therefore inherently more energetic and positive, while those from 7 to 10 are depleted of their 

energy and are consequently more negative.  Figuratively, the Aces are “bright and new,” the 

Tens are “old and tired.” This viewpoint is drawn from the qabalistic “Tree of Life” model, with 

amplifying insights from esoteric number theory. Once again, context is crucial to interpretation.

Elementally, Wands (Fire) and Swords (Air) are traditionally considered positive, Cups (Water) 

and Coins/Pentacles (Earth) are negative; however, context will dictate whether this is good or 

bad for the relationship. In a consenting “assertive/submissive” partnership, the passive 

participant could be shown by a negative card that makes the arrangement work beautifully for 

both.

Intuitive interpretation of the imagery on the cards in a positive, negative or neutral way is 

entirely subjective, and depends on the success of the reader in obtaining a deck that “speaks” in 

this way. Recommendations would not be useful in this area since they would be based on 

personal experience alone. The general idea is to go with what “feels right.”

The Court Cards (Kings, Queens, Knights and Pages, or Knaves in more traditional decks) often 

show the presence of other people in the matter, but can just as readily be viewed as archetypes of 

human character. The Kings and Queens are considered older, more dignified and “above the 

fray,” thus they can convey a positive – but sometimes remote - quality, while the self-absorbed 

Knights often play both sides of a situation and can project a slippery, disruptive, “two-faced” 

(negative) energy, while the younger Pages are less assertive in their action and therefore display 

a more neutral nature. To the extent that they represent other people affecting the relationship, 

the Court Cards are entirely dependent on the context. For example, a King or Queen in a 

practical context could mean a supportive father or mother figure, a mentor or a financial 

benefactor; a Knight in an emotional context might show a third-party entanglement by one of 

the partners; and a Page in an intellectual context could signify a low-key, cerebral bond.

The Major Arcana – or “Trump” cards – play an interesting role in tarot divination. They have 

typically been characterized as showing influential outside forces entering the matter that can be 

neither avoided nor substantially deflected.  In a relationship spread, Cards 0 through XXI can 

pinpoint  issues that are “bigger than both” partners, like the “elephant in the room” that neither 

wants to acknowledge is there. Numerous Trumps in a reading often reveal a “fated” 

relationship, one that can span the range of human experience from the highest (the “fairy-tale” 

marriage) to the lowest (compulsive abuse that neither partner is capable of transcending). 

Their nature is largely dependent on sound historical interpretation. A good book of traditional 

keywords and commentary is the best resource in this area.  A case in point: strenuous New Age 

efforts have been made to reinvent The Devil as a benign influence. Although not inherently evil, 

in many cases this card simply shows that something is not what it seems on the surface; there is 

an illusory quality to it that could denote anything from outright deceit to flawed comprehension 

of the facts. Some esoteric writers have noted that the chains binding the human figures to the 

demon in some decks are only loosely attached and could be easily removed, implying that their 

restraints are self-imposed; they could free themselves of these limitations at any time they 

choose, if only they were aware. In other words, taking an initially negative slant on this card 

with the possibility of redemption through increased awareness is a reasonable approach. 


