
HOW TO APPLY A WALL DECAL 
from whatchaworkinon.com 

This decal is made from removable vinyl. When you don't want it on the wall 
anymore, you can remove it without damaging the wall. For photos of the 
application process, go to http://www.whatchaworkinon.com/archives/6189 

 
There are three layers: transfer tape, decal, backing. 
You'll need: measuring tape & pencil (optional), level (optional), blue or green painters tape, scissors, blue 
squeegee (attached to this sheet) 
Here is a super easy "center hinge method" to get the decal where you want it on the wall. 
 

Instructions 
1. Clean the wall where you'll apply the decal. Allow to dry. 

2. Without removing any of the layers, place the decal on the wall where you want it and tape each top 
corner with a piece of painters tape. Straighten as necessary. You can eyeball it or use a measuring tape 
& pencil to measure from the ceiling at each end, or use a carpenter level.  

3. When you have the decal taped to the wall where you want to apply it, place a long piece of painters 
tape through the middle of the decal top to bottom (it doesn't have to be exactly in the middle…close is 
fine). The painters tape should go beyond the decal onto the wall by 5 or 6 inches on both the top and 
the bottom. Make sure the tape is securely attached to the decal layers and wall. This will act like a 
hinge. 

4. Next, apply the decal one half at a time, right side first. To do that, remove the tape from the upper 
right corner and bend the decal layers to the left across the tape hinge. Holding the top corner of the 
transfer tape in your left hand, peel the backing layer from the decal with your right hand. The decal 
should stick to the transfer tape. Peel the backing off as far as the tape hinge, and using scissors, cut the 
backing close to the tape hinge (again, it doesn't have to be exact). Roll the decal + transfer tape onto 
the wall, so the decal + transfer tape stick to the wall. Smooth out from the center with the 
squeegee…use good pressure. 

5. Remove the rest of the painters tape (center hinge & left corner). Bend the left side of the decal back 
onto itself to the right until you come to the cut edge of the backing. Peel off the backing and let it drop 
to the floor. You now have two layers: the decal and transfer tape. Roll the left side of the decal onto 
the wall. Smooth out from the center with the squeegee, using good pressure. Then give the whole 
thing a good going over with the squeegee…the pressure activates the adhesive, so this will help it stick 
well. 

6. Starting in the upper left, peel the corner of the transfer tape back onto itself. Wiggle your fingers to 
massage roll and pull the transfer tape off the decal (the decal should stick to the wall). I find it easiest 
to do this at an angle rather than straight left-right or up-down. And yo, you're done. :^) 
----------------------------------------------------------- 

Here is a video that shows the process: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXb2APA3tnw 


