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Almost all the religions in the world teach purity in
conduct. Even secular books with moral instructions have

so much to tell us about what is right and what is not.
Purity, sanctity, holiness and such terms are not strange to
people.

 But the holiness that the Bible teaches is totally
different. Only the God of the Bible commands us, “Be holy,”
and at the same time promises us, “I make you holy!” God’s
command without God’s promise will be frustrating. Because
this book explicity deals with holiness as taught in the Bible,

I have titled this book as “Bible Holiness.” The contents of
this book balance God’s command, God’s promise and God’s
glory.

This book contains the Talks I delivered in 1993 July
18-25 in the weeklong Bible Seminar of the Living Word
Missionary Church, Mulheim, Germany. The theme of the
Seminar was “Holiness unto the Lord.” I led this Seminar at
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the invitation of the Pastor of this Church, Mr. Daniel
Navakumar. I preached in English and my dear brother A.
Jeyaraj translated it into Tamil.

The Talks delivered in this Seminar were widely
circulated through audiotapes and videotapes. People
showed special interest in them. God used these messages
to bring about a holy revolution in the lives of thousands.
To God be the glory!

I have immense pleasure in releasing these Talks in
bookform after about a quarter century. Biblical truths are
unchanging. They are perfectly suitable for the people of
any nation, generation and age group. One senior Christian
testified that he understood Christianity properly only after
listening to these Talks.

Dear Reader, I beseech you to go through these messages
by availing leave for about a week, and with fasting atleast
one meal a day. You yourself will be the witness for the
results!
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God is Omnipotent, Omnipresent, Omniscient, Love,

Unchanging and Holy. But the only character that is thrice-

repeated in any doxology found in the Bible is God’s holiness.

We have one example in the Old Testament and the other

in the New. In Isaiah’s vision the heavenly creatures, called

seraphim, cried to one another, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord

of Hosts!” (Isa 6:3). In John’s revelation of open heaven the

four living creatures kept worshipping God, saying, “Holy,

holy, holy, Lord God Almighty!” (Rev 4:8).

To say the word “holy” twice in Hebrew is to describe

someone as most holy. To say the word “holy” thrice

intensifies the idea to the highest level. In the majority of

Greek texts the word “holy” in Rev 4:8 occurs nine times!

Undoubtedly holiness dominates all other characters of God.

If modern theologians were to write the Bible, the doxologies

would read as: “Love, love, love is God!” or “Mighty, mighty,

mighty is the Lord!” It is a deviation from Biblical emphasis!

Incomparable Holiness

God chose the people of Israel to reveal Himself to them
and through them to the world. The crossing of the Red Sea
was a miracle of miracles for them. Rivers at times dry up
but who has ever heard of the sea getting divided? Following
their miracle march on the dry land of the seabed, Moses
and the children of Israel sang an immortal song to the
Lord. The most exuberant exclamation is found in the middle
of the song: “Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods? Who
is like You, glorious in HOLINESS, fearful in praises, doing
wonders?” (Ex 15:11). They had heard about the gods of
Egyptians and other Gentiles. But in the Jehovah God they
saw something unique. They had watched the worship
festivals of the Egyptian gods and goddesses. They had also
witnessed the wonders performed by the pagan magicians.
But they wondered at the majestic holiness and awesome
purity of the Lord God because this character was utterly
absent in the heathen deities.

Trinitarian Holiness

We believe in the Trinity of Godhead as revealed in the
Bible. There is one God and He is three Persons — God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. Each of them
is all-holy. In His High Priestly prayer the Lord Jesus
addressed His Father as “HOLY Father” (Jn 17:11). The angel
told Mary that the Son of God to be born of her would be
the “HOLY One” (Lk 1:35). The persecuted disciples in their
prayer to the Father God referred to the Son as “Your HOLY
Servant Jesus” (Acts 4:27,30). The very name of the Third
Person of Trinity is the HOLY Spirit (Jn 14:26). He is also
called the “Spirit of HOLINESS” (Rom 1:4). King Solomon’s
definition of theology was “the knowledge of the HOLY One”
(Prov 9:10). Reginald Heber (1783-1826), the Anglican
Bishop of Calcutta, penned the angelic hymn —

2
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Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, Holy, Holy! Merciful and Mighty!
God in Three Persons, Blessed Trinity!

Help for Holiness

Holiness is not only the most outstanding character of
God, but it is also His most desired quality in His people.
The Book of Leviticus was meant to teach the people of Israel
about ritual and moral purity. This Book reveals the holiness
of God in ways found nowhere else in the Bible. In His call
to holiness, God makes three statements repeatedly: (1) Be
holy; (2) Be holy as I am holy; (3) I make you holy (Lev 19:2;
20:7,8; 21:8). We can observe the involvement of all the Three
Persons of Trinity in our life of holiness. The Father proclaims
the call: “Be holy!” The Son presents the model: “As I am
holy!” The Spirit promises His help: “I make you holy!”
Without the second and the third statements, the call of
God to holiness would be impractical and unreasonable.
We may ask, “What does a God who lives in Heaven know
about the struggles and hurdles we face on earth in order
to live holy?” The answer to this question is Jesus who came
down from the sinless Heaven to the sin-sick world. Taking
the human form and facing all sorts of temptations, He lived
an absolutely pure life, thus giving us a pattern. We still
have a question: “Jesus is the Son of God born by the Holy
Spirit. But we are born in sin. He was God in man. But we
are fallen creatures. How can we be holy like Him?” The
Holy Spirit is the answer. He indwells us and in accordance
with His very name, His primary work is to make us holy.
The Father’s passion, the Son’s pattern, and the Spirit’s
power are all-sufficient for us in our pursuit of holiness.
When God is for us, who can be against us in the highway
of holiness?

Promise of Holiness

The Bible is a Book of divine promises. The promise of

promises in the Old Testament was the coming of Jesus
Christ, and that in the Gospels was the outpouring of the

Holy Spirit (Acts 13:32; Lk 24:49). The crowning promise of
the Epistles is that we shall be made holy like Jesus. Apostle

Peter summarises all the promises for the New Covenant
people in his second Epistle: 2 Peter 1:3,4, “His divine power

has given to us all things that pertain to life and
GODLINESS, through the knowledge of Him who called us

by glory and virtue, by which have been given us exceedingly
great and precious promises, that through these you may

be partakers of the DIVINE NATURE, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.” Yes, the

ultimate purpose of all the promises of God is that we may
be made holy. “Therefore having these promises, beloved,

let us CLEANSE ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting HOLINESS in the fear of God” (2 Cor

7:1)

All things for Holiness

Not only what all God has promised to us but also

whatever He does permit in our lives has a bearing on our
sanctification. Too often Romans 8:28 is casually and

carelessly quoted as, “All for good!” But we fail to closely
study this passage to understand what that “good” means.

After stating that all things work together for good to those
who love God, the apostle goes on to explain in the next

verse what that “good” outcome is. “For whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to be conformed to the IMAGE of His

Son.” So many things happen in our lives — good or bad,
seemingly or really. When the outcome is immediate and
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tangible, whether or not it is desirable, we are at peace and
settled. But when the purpose is not explicitly known,
especially if it is a failure, loss or suffering, we question God
and begin to doubt His Word. But this passage in the Book
of Romans settles this issue once and for all! “All” things
work together for the “good” purpose of making us “like
Jesus.” To be holy as God is holy!

Holiness through the Bible

God has prescribed to us spiritual exercises, given us
spiritual gifts, and ordained for us spiritual ministries. All
these three have a single end in view, that is to make us
holy.

Take for example the exercise of reading or hearing the
Scriptures. No other generation had so much of Biblical
material to read, hear and watch. Our Christian bookstores
are flooded with magazines, books, audio and video discs.
King Solomon produced so much of godly literature in his
time. He wrote 3000 proverbs and composed 1005 songs (1
Ki 4:32). But he stated the constructive objective in no
uncertain terms: “My son, be admonished by these. Of
making many books there is no end, and much study is
wearisome to the flesh. Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for
this is the WHOLE duty of man. For God will bring EVERY
work into judgment, including EVERY secret thing, whether
it is good or whether it is evil” (Eccl 12:12-14). Bringing
every square inch of our life under the all-seeing eyes of
God for scrutiny and approval must be “the” purpose of
acquiring any knowledge of God and His ways. Bible study
is not just to quench our intellectual appetite and cherish
soulish aspirations. It is meant to penetrate our innermost

parts as a scalpel and distinguish what is natural and what
is spiritual. The Word of God touches even the intents of
the heart which are deeper than the thoughts. This work
the Word does in us so we may not be ashamed at the
Judgment Seat of Christ (Heb 4:12,13).

Through whatever means the Word of God is
communicated to us, let us keep in mind that it is a “mirror”
that shows ourselves to us and a “detergent” that cleanses
us and the “truth” that sanctifies us (Js 1:23; Jn 15:3;
17:17). Even doctrinal studies are to help us break away
from any form of slavery to sin and grow in godliness (Rom
6:17; 1 Tim 6:3).

Holiness through Gifts

The Baptism with the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the
Spirit are the most talked about subjects in Christendom
today. The Church worldwide is experiencing renewal and
restoration. This is welcome. But the emphasis is tilted.
When John the Baptist spoke about the baptism with the
Spirit which the New Covenant people were to receive, he
seriously emphasized the “purifying” work of the Spirit.
Introducing Jesus as the Spirit-Baptizer he said, “His
winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly PURGE
His threshing floor, and gather His wheat into the barn;
but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Mt
3:11,12). Power is certainly an outcome of the Spirit’s
anointing, but purity is primary. As the “HOLY” Spirit He
sanctifies us; as the Holy “SPIRIT” He energises us. The
first message the disciples heard concerning the Holy Spirit
was on purification (Mt 3:11,12). The last message they
received concerning Him was on power (Acts 1:8,9). The
order is important.
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With the restoration of the gifts of the Spirit, there is also

a widespread interest in visions and dreams. We are not

taught anywhere to pray for visions and dreams. The

Sovereign Lord may give these to people according to their

need and condition. But basically any heavenly vision should

convict us of our utter sinfulness and absolute

worthlessness by giving us a sharper picture of God’s

majestic holiness. Following visions and fresh revelations,

Prophet Isaiah cried, “Woe is me; I am undone!” and Job

confessed, “I abhor myself!” (Isa 6:15: Job 42:5,6).

Faith for Holiness

Another subject that is much talked about by restoration

ministries is faith. But do we know that we need more faith

to forgive an oft-erring brother than to move a mountain?

Working of miracles is much easier than loving the

unlovables. The apostles had already cast out demons and

witnessed God’s power at work in their ministry. But when

Jesus admonished them to forgive one another, even if it

was for the seventh time in a single day, they asked the

Lord, “Increase our faith!” (Lk 10:17; 17:1-6).

When we get engrossed in the lesser benefits of the power

of the Holy Spirit, we will make no significant progress in

practical righteousness and practising of godliness.

Remember, God is praised as Holy, Holy, Holy — and not

Almighty, Almighty, Almighty! Revivalist Leonard Ravenhill

(1907-1994) graphically wrote, “The greatest miracle that

God can do today is to take an unholy man out of an unholy

world, and make that man holy and put him back into that

unholy world and keep him holy in it!”

Holiness through Ministries

Next we come to the ministers God has ordained in the
Church. An average Church member’s view of the pastor is
that the pastor’s job is just threefold: to carry the babies for
christening, marry the couples, and bury the dead! A
modified and advanced view will be that the pastor’s job is
to pray for the congregation, preach to the congregation
and preside over functions. Such ideas are far from the
Biblical picture of a Christian minister. Whatever be his
calling—apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastoral or
teaching — his sacred responsibility is to help each believer
mature “to a PERFECT man, to the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ” (Eph 4:11-13). If people would look
up to pastors with a lofty desire to become holy like Jesus,
the pastors in turn would work in the same wavelength.
But if all we expect from the pastor is a weekly sermon and
a monthly visit, he would be dwarfed into a baby-sitter and
we would remain infants perpetually. Paul and his fellow
apostles solemnly testified, “Him we preach, warning every
man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man PERFECT in Christ Jesus. To this end I
also labour, striving according to His working which works
in me mightily” (Col 1:28,29).

Heaven and Holiness

The preeminence of holiness is finally seen in that holiness
is the primary condition to see God and enter the portals of
Heaven. “Blessed are the PURE in heart, for they shall see
God” (Mt 5:8). Without health we can see the Lord. Without
wealth we can see the Lord. Without gifts or skills we can
see the Lord. Without eyes or hands or feet or one hundred
and one such things we can see the Lord. But without

holiness no one can see the Lord (Heb 12:14).



17 18

A leper can enter heaven, but a sinner cannot! People
argue that God is too loving to push anyone into eternal
hell. But the Bible asserts that He is too holy to permit a
sinner into heaven. The last pages of the Bible categorically
state, “There shall BY NO MEANS enter in (the heavenly
city) ANYTHING that defiles, or causes an abomination or a
lie!” (Rev 21:27). No wonder the seraphic song in the courts
of Heaven is, “Holy, Holy, Holy!”

Let’s join Thomas O. Chisholm (1866-1960) and offer this
hymn of prayer —

O to be like Thee! Blessed Redeemer,
This sis my constant longing and prayer;

Gladly I’ll forfeit all of earth’s treasures,
Jesus, Thy perfect likeness to wear.

O to be like Thee! O to be like Thee,
Blessed Redeemer, pure as Thou art!
Come in Thy sweetness, come in Thy fullness;
Stamp Thine own image deep on my heart.

O to be like Thee lowly in spirit,
Holy and harmless, patient and brave;
Meekly enduring cruel reproaches,
Willing to suffer others to save.

Making excuses is basic to human nature. We have

inherited it from our first parents. When God confronted

them after their fall, they invented excuses to cover up their

failure. For every sin we commit Satan is ready to provide

us with an excuse. But excuse is the most unprofitable item

ever manufactured, especially in Christian life. Unless we

stop making lame excuses we will only be walking with

crutches. Here are ten commonest excuses we give when

we fail to walk holy before God —

1. Holiness is impossible.

This excuse paints God as a merciless dictator instead of

a loving father. Which father will give impossible orders to

his children or make unreasonable demands? The Bible and

Church history abound with stories of men and women who

did walk holy in their lifetime. A few examples: “Noah was a

just man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with

God” (Gen 6:9). God Himself testified about Job, “There is

3

Holy Excuses
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none like My servant Job on the earth, a blameless and
upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil” (Job 1:8).
Concerning Zacharias and Elizabeth, Luke has recorded,
“They were both righteous before God, walking in all the
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless” (Lk
1:6). Watching the lives of saintly men and women instead
of the failures inspires in us a confidence that we too can
make it. The fact that the call to live holy comes from a
loving God is a further encouragement.

2. Holiness is optional.

Holiness is not optional but a basic obligation expected
from us by our Creator. Micah the prophet cried unto the
backslidden people of Israel, “He has shown you, O man,
what is good; and what does the Lord REQUIRE of you but
to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your
God?” (Mic 6:8). Because the Church has canonized only a
select few with sainthood — like St. Paul and St. Augustine
— the average Christian has developed an unconscious
conviction that only a special category of people is
empowered or expected to live holy. But the Bible explicitly
teaches that “no one” will see the Lord without holiness
(Heb 12:14). God desires that “all” of His children grow “to a
perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ” (Eph 4:13). Holiness is a command from God and
not a nice suggestion. Each of us is special to God — “ chosen
... precious ... royal” — and there are no deluxe editions
among His people (1 Pet 2:4,5,9). Let holiness be our
watchword.

3. Holiness is abnormal.

We not only think that holiness is for a special group of
people but also that holiness is an above-average condition.
We have become so subnormal that normal appears

abnormal! The Epistle to the Corinthians was not written

to a mature group of Christians but to a Church which had

all the strife and sensuality as any Church on earth today.

But in his very greeting the apostle Paul reminds the

recipients of the Epistle that they had been “set apart in

Christ Jesus, called to be saints” (1 Cor 1:2). This explains

growth in holiness as a march from the “positional” sanctity
in Christ to the “practical” sanctification in life. “He who is

holy, let him be holy still” (Rev 22:11). Christian life means

climbing God’s holy hill (Psa 24:3). The moment we look

back instead of pressing forward we will begin to slide down

(Phil 3:12-14). We must resist the temptation to settle down

in mediocrity but stay sensitive to “the upward call of God

in Christ Jesus!” Pastors should “strive” towards this end

of making every member of their congregation “perfect” in

Christ Jesus (Col 1:28,29).

4. Holiness is vocational.

We have secretly and stubbornly convinced ourselves that

it is not practicable to maintain holiness in certain types of

jobs and trades. This is another deception from the enemy

of righteousness. We think that consistent holiness can be

practised only by those who have resorted to ascetic lifestyle.

But the Bible emphasizes “Holiness to the Lord” to be written

not only on the bowls of the altar but also on the bells of the

horses and the vessels in the kitchen (Zech I4:20,21). This

means that God expects His people to be holy not only in

religious exercises but also in civil and domestic affairs.

When it comes to our chief duty of glorifying God, not even

eating and drinking is excluded (1 Cor 10:31). Let’s not divide
our life as sacred and secular. John the Baptist had ready

answers for practical righteousness whatever be the
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profession of the enquirers — policemen, publicans or the

general public (Lk 3:10-14). Love of money lies at the root of

other evils like lust for prominence, misuse of power, lack

of consideration for fellowmen and perverse sexual

indulgence. If one is unalterably convinced that a particular

job or a workspot is least conducive to holy living, he must

change the profession and place instead of compromising

on his Biblical convictions, even if it could mean positional

and financial disadvantage. God honours such daring acts

by reversing palace-to-prison into prison-to-palace as He

did for the young man Joseph.

5. Holiness is temperamental.

“I can’t help it; that’s my nature!” This oft-heard excuse

is both right and wrong. True we have differing

temperaments — some are naturally soft while others are

born tough; some over-sexed, others under-sexed; and so

on. But when we are born again we become a “new creation;

old things have become new” (2 Cor 5: 17). Which means, a

new ability is implanted within us as the seed of God by the

Spirit of God to overcome the pull and push of our sinful

nature (1 Jn 3:9). The infinite blessing of the New Covenant

is the replacement of our stony heart with a soft heart of

flesh (Ezek 36:26). This doesn’t imply we will be unable to

sin. Rather, God’s enabling grace will give us power to

overcome every sin (Rom 6:14). You may get angry soon but

you must also turn from it soon (Eph 4:26)! Never give up

even if you fall seven times. Claim God’s “exceedingly great

and precious promises” given to us, and cling on to His

“divine power” that you may be partakers of the “divine

nature” (2 Pet 1:3,4).

6. Holiness is situational.

The incarnation of Christ is the sharpest rebuke for the
excuse that the degree of holiness depends on the situation
or environment one lives in. Jesus lived a sinless life on this
sin-toxic planet earth (Jn 1:14; Heb 7:26). He was tempted
like us “in all points,” yet without sin. He sympathizes and
empathizes with us extending His “help in time of need”
(Heb 4:15,16). The spies to Jericho maintained their purity
even when hosted overnight by a notorious prostitute. Daniel
freed himself from lust for forbidden food in a land of
gluttony. No spot on earth is sin-free (Gen 6:11,12). The
“whole” world lies under the sway of the wicked one (1 Jn
5:19). We cannot run away from the world (1 Cor 5:10b).
The prayer of Jesus to the Father for us is practical: “I do
not pray that You should take them out of the world, but
that You should keep them from the evil one” (Jn 17:15).
Tyron Edwards observed, “A holy life is living above the world
while we are still in it!” God opens an exit door for every
trap of temptation (1 Cor 10:13).

7. Holiness is dispensational.

Liberation from the Old Testament law and life under
the New Testament grace should not be misunderstood as
a license to sin (Rom 6:1,2). It’s folly to think that the God of
the Old Testament has relaxed His demands for us in the
New Testament time. The fact is that He has actually raised
the standard of holiness. Even a lustful look is considered
as adultery now, and an unreasonable anger equivalent to
murder (Mt 5:21,22,27,28). There are still others who hold
an extreme futuristic view regarding holiness. They await
the Return of Christ when they would be perfected, but fail
in their present responsibility of  “cleansing themselves from
all filthiness” and “perfecting holiness in the fear of God”
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(2 Cor 7:1). Christ’s final call to each of us is, “He who is
holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I am coming quickly,
and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to
his work” (Rev 22:11,12)

8. Holiness is boring.

This is the most vicious lie with which Satan seduces
young people. Little do they realize that holy life is jolly life.
In His mountain sermon Jesus declared, “Blessed are the
pure in heart.” The Amplified Bible explains the word
“blessed” as “enviably happy, blithesome, joyous and
spiritually prosperous!” “A holy life is not an ascetic or
gloomy or solitary life, but a life regulated by divine truth
and faithful in Christian duty,” wrote an old saint. Solomon
the wise confirmed, “God gives joy to a man who is good in
His sight” (EccI 2:26). Those who walk in righteousness
become brighter and brighter, stronger and stronger, bolder
and bolder everyday (Prov 4:18; Job 17:9; Prov 28:l). God
anoints us with the oil of gladness when we love
righteousness and hate lawlessness (Psa 45:7). Guilt is
number one joy-killer. Holy life is a guilt-free life. Holiness
is heaven in us! Thomas Brooks summarised the Biblical
teaching on holiness like this: “Man’s holiness is now his
greatest happiness, and in heaven man’s greatest happiness
will be his perfect holiness.”

9. Holiness is all by God.

Calvinistic theology and Arminian theology are the two
main streams in the world of Christian thinking. The former
stresses the sovereignty of God and the latter the
responsibility of man. To me the Bible seems to hold both
these views in proper tension. Without God, we cannot; and
without us, God will not! Both the Testaments teach this

truth. We are to “sow” for ourselves righteousness, and the
Lord will “shower” righteousness on us (Hos 10:12). As “we”
awake from sleep and arise from the dead, “Christ” will give
us light (Eph 5:14). When we forget our responsibility we
become careless. If we forget what God is doing in us we
become joyless.

10. Holiness is burdensome.

Adrian Rogers has penned, “Holiness is not the way to
Christ; Christ is the way to holiness!” When this fact is not
properly understood, holy living becomes a burden. When
we love someone heartily we will go to any extent to please
him. Apostle John experienced it in his walk with Christ for
over six decades. This aged saint wrote, “This is the love of
God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome” (1 Jn 5:3). Holy life is
actually a restful life. The first mention of the word “sanctify”
in the Bible is in the context of rest (Gen 2:3). It’s sin that
leads us to bondage and slavery. When we experience the
liberty that comes through Christ, we will enjoy the restful
fellowship with Him (Jn 8:34-36). As long as sin is covered
up we will be mourning like David, “Day and night Your
hand was heavy upon me.” But when we confess it to God,
He instantly forgives us and makes us shout for joy (Psa
32:4,5,11)!

Rolled away, rolled away, rolled away;
The burden of my sins rolled away!

No more excuse!

This list of excuses is not exhaustive. With his millennia
of experience in leading men and women into sin and
bondage, the devil invents for us newer and newer excuses
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for not living holy. If we believe his lie we will die. But if we
hold on to the truth of God’s Word, we will enjoy life more
and more abundantly!

Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin;

Each victory will help you some other to win;
Fight manfully onward, dark passions subdue,

Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

Ask the Saviour to help you,

Comfort, strengthen and keep you;

He is willing to aid you,

He will carry you through.

Shun evil companions, bad language disdain.

God’s name hold in reverence, nor take it in vain;
Be thoughtful and earnest, kind-hearted and true,

Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

To him that overcometh God giveth a crown;
Through faith we shall conquer, though often cast down;
He, who is our Saviour, our strength will renew;

Look ever to Jesus, He’ll carry you through.

       — Horatio R. Palmer, 1834-1907

God has called us to be His people. He is deeply interested
in our sanctification. He is more desirous of making us holy
than our desire to become holy. Because He has called us
to make us holy, He will not leave us halfway. He has
promised, “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Josh 1:5).
He who has begun a good work in us  will complete it until
the Day of Christ (Phil 1:5). Whatever is allowed to happen
in our life is to serve the one supreme purpose of making us
like God’s very Son (Rom 8:28,29). What an encouragement
to realize that we worship a God who makes us holy!

We have already seen the super-importance of holiness.
We traced from the Scriptures the reasons for it. We briefly
saw the wrong concepts we must forsake in the matter of
holiness. In order to learn important spiritual truths, we
will need to first of all “unlearn” the wrong things we have
picked up. Then “learning” follows. Without flushing the
wrong concepts from our mind, if we try to take in new
things, there will be never-ending conflict. You cannot
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accomodate Ishmael and Isaac in the same house. But it’s
natural that we will not easily let Ishmael go because he is
also our product! But God seems to tell us, “Harden your
heart and throw away Ishmael; only then Isaac can enjoy
full freedom.”

In order that we may fully enjoy the blessings of the New
Testament contained in the second section of the Bible, we
must be willing to throw away the other stuff we’ve gathered
from here and there. When a 15-year old believes on Christ,
he grows pretty fast in his spritual life. It’s because what he
has to do is only learning. But the spiritual growth is not so
fast when a 50-year old comes to Christ. It’ s because he
has so much to unlearn. I don’t say this to discourage those
who come to Christ late in their life. Better late than never!
But what I emphasize is that the old leaven must be thrown
away giving room for the new leaven.

Before we move into the next section of Practical Holiness,
let me briefly explain “How to live holy.” It’s necessary that
you appropriate these lessons according to your life
situation. “How to live holy” is a long subject. Let me share
with you just a few important aspects.

1. Love Holiness.

Look at Psalm 11:7. “The Lord is righteous; He loves
righteousness.” Two things are intertwined here. If you must
be righteous, you should love righteousness. We read about
the Messiah in Psalm 45:7, “You love righteousness and
hate wickedness.” A man who loves not holiness cannot
live holy. Our problem is that we try to live holy without a
genuine desire for holiness. This is true of most of us. How
to grow in love for holiness? This is the next question. I
can’t push upon myself what I don’t like. Here are two steps
to develop a desire for holiness —

(a) Be motivated by God’s character of forgiveness.

Psalm 99:8, “You answered them, O Lord our God; You

were to them God-who-forgives.” In our English Bibles, each

of these three words is capitalized. Look at Psalm 103:1,2,

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, bless His holy Name. Bless the
Lord, O my soul, forget not all His benefits.” Following this

call the Psalmist lists the five primary benefits we receive

from God. God forgives all our iniquities; He heals all our

diseases; He redeems our life from destruction;  He crowns

us with lovingkindness and tender mercies; and He satifies

our mouth with good things. Note that the forgiveness of

God tops the list!

Science has only three dimensions in space. But God’s

love is four-dimensional. We see this four-dimensional love

of God in this very Psalm 103 —

Verse 11: “As the heavens are high above the earth, so

great is His mercy toward those who fear Him.” Here the

Psalmist speaks of the height of God’s love.

Verse 12: “As far as the east from the west, so far has He

removed our transgression from us.” Here is the width of

God’s love.

Verse 13: “As a father pities his children, so the Lord

pities those who fear Him.” This is the depth of God’s love.

Verse 17: “But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting

to everlasting on those who fear Him.” Is this not the length
of God’s love?

What a privilege it’s for us to have received the

immeasurable height, width, depth and length of God’s four-

dimensional love!
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Do you know what God has done with our sins? This is
my favourite meditation. How does God show the height of
His love? We read that in Isaiah 44:22, “I have blotted out
your transgressions like a thick cloud, and your sins like a
cloud.” What about the width of His love? “As far as the
east is from the west, so far has He removed our
transgressions from us” (Psa 103:12). How is the depth of
His love manifested? The answer is in Micah 7:19, “You will
cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.” And the length
of his love? We read about this in the song of king Hezekiah
in Isaiah 38:7, “You have cast all my sins behind Your back.”
Now tell me where your sins are! Removed like clouds.
Separated as East and West. Sunk into the depth of the
sea. Thrown behind God’s back. Hallelujah!

Because God is so loving and kind, I don’t want to do
anything that displeases Him. He could have retained my
sins; He could have kept them in His record; He could have
required recompensation from me for my sins; He could
have saved them somewhere to remind me of them if
required. He did none of these things. Rather He removed
them at heights, separated them afar me, sunk them at
depths, and threw them behind. I may disobey a dictator;
but how can I disobey such a loving Father? I cannot, I
cannot sadden Him. It’s such a thought that would inspire
us to run away from sin.

There was a young man. His name was Joseph. He lived
in Egypt known for wicked deeds. One day he had an
opportunity to enjoy sin without anyone’s knowledge. But
what did he tell the woman who tried hard to entice him?
“How can I commit this sin against my God? I love Him
because He loves me. He is a God of forgiveness, and I don’t
want to disappoint Him. But you don’t have such an
authority over you. As far as I am concerned, I live under
the loving authority of the Jehovah God!”

Turn to Isaiah 64:5 for another reference on this subject:
“O Lord, You meet him who rejoices and does righteousness
delightfully”. We must walk in righteousness delightfully.
God is anxious to meet with such a man. Not out of a sense
of duty but of delight!

(b) Decide to live holy.

We have an excellent text in the Book of Daniel. He was
exiled to Babylon. The temptations around him were intense.
But what did he do? “He purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself” (Dan 1:8). This is the most
important step. It was because he took a decision like this,
God prospered it as we read in verse 9, “Now God had
brought Daniel into the favour and good will of the chief of
the eunuchs.” We fail to do what’s written in verse 8, but
expect the miracle of verse 9. We have already seen that
“God will not do anything without us; and we cannot do
anything without Him.” Daniel took a decision; God
honoured it. Try to recollect your failures of the past and
analyse them in the searching presence of God. Do some
self-examination. You will invariably find that most of your
failures were because you failed to take a decision in the
first instance on your part. Don’t blame God for your failures.
Accept the responsibility on yourself. Love holiness as the
first step for a life of holiness. It’s because, holiness is a
matter of the heart. By “heart” the Bible means our
innermost being.

Job 14:4, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
No one!” How can anyone without an inner desire for
holiness live holy? Without attending to the hidden things
in the heart, we try to set right the outward things. That’s
impossible. Another reference to this truth is in Romans
11:16, “If the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if
the root is holy, so are the branches.” If we purify our hearts,
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what branches out will be pure. Another text: James 3:11,

“Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the

same opening?” That’s not possible. Sweet spring will gush

out sweet water. Salty spring will bring out salty water. Jesus

in His Sermon on the Mount has made a reference to loving

holiness; “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after

righteousness; for they shall be filled” (Mt 5:6). Yes, beloved,

love holiness if you want to live holy. Thirst for righteousness

if you want to live righteously.

Only those who love holiness will live holy. Without taking

a decision to live holy, you cannot perform holy deeds. Ask

God to pour out into your heart a thirst and hunger for

holiness. He will definitely grant your request. Because, this

prayer delights Him more than any other. A.W. Tozer (1897-

1963) penned, “Every man is as holy as he really wants to

be!”

2. Learn Holiness.

There are various ways and means to learn holiness —

(a) Through the Bible

There’s no source other than the Bible from where we

can learn so much about holiness. The Bible can be divided

into two parts. I don’t mean the Old and the New Testaments.

The Bible has both teaching and testimonies. It has

commandments as well as examples. That’s why the Bible

itself calls us to give attention to the “law and testimony”

(Isa 8:20). We can properly understand the Bible only when

we look at both these things. No truth can be rightly studied

without looking into the doctrine and the demonstration.

Suppose we want to handle a specific doctrine. If there
are only examples, and no explicit teaching, that’s not
sufficient to establish a doctrine. Somewhere in the Bible
there must be a direct teaching on the subject of
consideration. We cannot conclude just from examples that
it’s the doctrine. The example is just a happening.
Unfortunately in spiritual circles today most of the doctrines
are derived only from examples. In this approach there’s an
inherent danger of going eccentric. We must learn to bring
the teaching and the examples together.

There arose a dispute in the early Church whether or
not circumcision was necessary. What happened in the
gathering at the house of Cornelius was reported by Apostle
Peter before the group that was discussing this issue of
circumcision. But, as we have already stated, experiences
and examples will not be sufficient to establish a truth. At
this juncture Apostle James stood up to point out what
was prophesied in the Old Testament that God would rebuild
the fallen tabernacle of David and raise from among the
gentiles a people for His name (Acts 15:16,17; Am 9:11,12).
The panel brought together the prophecy of the Scripture
and the happening at the residence of Cornelius, and arrived
at an ordinance. There cannot be a better example to stress
the necessity of bringing the teaching and the testimony
together to establish a truth.

We should adopt the same principle for our subject of
holiness. There’s ample teaching in the Bible concerning
holiness. In addition there are also biographies and
autobiographies of  many men and women of the Bible who
walked in holiness before God in their respective generation.
The Bible states that these are written as examples for us (1
Cor 10:11). Therefore, beloved, study the Bible as much as
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you can. This is the incomparable detergent. One of the
advertisements for soaps ran like this: “This soap can wash
anything but sin!” This is commercialisation of spiritual
language. I have used that soap. There was nothing great
about it. Commercial advertisements are often deceptive.
It’s not so with the Bible. It truly cleanses us. Jesus was
teaching the Word to His disciples. But they were not even
aware of the cleansing they were going through. Jesus told
them, “You are already clean because of the Word which I
have spoken to you” (Jn 15:3). The Word of God is so
powerful. If you are regular in the meditation of God’s Word,
you will constantly experience the cleansing of Emmanuel’s
stream. You will grow from holiness to holiness.

Many times you don’t realize the cleansing the Word of
God brings about in your life. Keep on reading the Word. It
will keep working in you whether or not you realize it. While
reading the Bible you may at times feel like jumping to the
roof in excitement. You will be intoxicated by its beauty.  At
the same time the Bible is sharper than the surgeon’s
scalpal. While meditating the Bible, it’s as if you are
stretching yourself on the operating table. As you sit to read
the Bible under the umbrella of the Holy Spirit, the effect
on you is more than that of general anaesthesia! Relax. Yield
to God to work on your life. Allow Him to prune your
branches so you may yield more fruit. God Himself does it.
Those who are regular in their personal meditation of God’s
Word will say Amen to what I’m saying here. Someone
humorously said, “The dirtier the copy of your Bible
becomes, the cleaner you will become!” Sometimes we are
more conscious of the zip of the Bible cover than the Bible
content. The devil whispers in our ears not to open the zip
often lest it gets spoilt! He will do all that’s possible to stop
you from frequently going to the Bible.

Brothers and Sisters, use the Bible liberally. There are

lessons on holiness on each page. We are all weak in practical

holiness. We need extra tuition. Spend still more time in

Bible meditation. Many believers fail here. That’s one reason

why they don’t grow steadily in holiness.

(b) Through books

Besides His Word God has given us numerous books

authored by His servants. Read any book on holiness

enthusiastically. Such books may not have an attractive

cover. It’s because  most of the classics on holiness were

written in the earlier centuries. Read the books by Andrew

Murray, F.B. Meyer, A.B. Simpson, Robert Murray

McCheyne and such men who walked softly before God.

Some of these books are so good that they cannot be

improved. The Christian bookstores nowadays don’t carry

many titles on holiness. Other topics abound. Even in

modern books on holy living, there is more of theology than

practical guidelines. Any book by Amy Carmichael is worth

reading. The book, True Humility, by Andrew Murray is a

classic. Several of his titles are now out of print. You can try

to get them from senior men of God and pastors. Read such

books. Feed on them. Grow in holiness.

(c) Through history

We can learn so much on holiness from biographies and

autobiographies of men and women of God. The

autobiography of Madame Guyon has no equal. Read it.

The subtitle of this book is, “Her only sin was loving God!”

The life story of saints of the past will greatly inspire us in

this age of compromise.
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(d) Through fellow-saints

Yes, we can learn so much from our brothers and sisters

in Christ. That’s what Apostle Paul wrote to young Timothy:

2 Tim 2:22, “Flee youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness,

faith, love and peace with those who call on the Lord out of

a pure heart.” Try to find out a friend who is passionate

after holiness. Meet with him often. He will boost your level

of holiness. Such acquaintance does more than what general

fellowship in the Church can. God does have men and

women today who walk uprightly before Him. That breed is

not totally extinct.

I know a Pastor. He passed away a couple of years ago. I

got acquainted with him during my college days. For nearly

two years I used to have lunch with him in his room after

the Sunday Service. We use to share so many thoughts.

But the moment I speak ill of anyone he would close his

eyes. One day he gave me his visiting card. The Bible text

on it was: “Speak evil of no man!” Whenever someone tries

to speak to him bad about anyone he would do the same

thing, that is, close his eyes. You may wonder why he should

close his eyes instead of shutting his ears. The message is

that he has already shut his ears, and closing of his eyes is

to let that person know that he is least interested in such

bad stories. I have learnt this great lesson from this man of

God. This is just an example of how God’s men can teach

us practical lessons on holiness.

Look at Paul’s challenge in Philippians 4:9, “The things

which you learned and received and heard and saw in me,

these do, and the God of peace will be with you.” As a teacher,

Paul was teaching them; as a friend, he was sharing things

with them; as a fellow-believer, he was fellowshipping with

them. He lived transparently before them so they could

watch his way of life. Can I challenge believers as Paul?

Sorry, I cannot. But I keep trying with God’s help to be

such an example. Today I conveniently tell folks, “Don’t look

at me; but look at Christ!” This is escapism. But Paul called

believers to follow his way of life, not just his sermons; his

motives, not just his methods. He was able to say, “Follow

me as I follow Christ” (1 Cor 11:1). Of course, not all can

say so. But God expects us to say so before this world sold

out to sin. People cannot see Christ today unless they see

Him in us.

(e) Through experiences

We can learn so much on holiness from our life

experiences, whether successes or failures. Suppose you

fall once, don’t get up and run with a simple confession,

“Lord, forgive me!” Confession is necessary. Rejoicing over

forgiveness is good. But you must sit down to analyse your

failure with some questions like these: “Why did I fall? Could

I have prevented it? Is this the first time I fail in this area or

is it a recurrence? If it is a recurrence, where have I been

careless? Which warning did I not take seriously? What’s

the cause of my fall? My talk? My look? My relationships?

Irregularity in devotional habits? Neglect of the fellowship

of believers? My rebellious attitude towards pastors and

elders? My pride and better-than-thou attitude? My

prayerlessness?” So should  your self-examination go. Many

of us don’t subject ourselves to this exercise. No wonder we

fall again and again. Beloved, let’s learn from our failures.

They are teachers.
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3. Live Holiness.

Live holy. Endeavour to put into practice whatever you

learn from this book. Try to practise whatever lesson you
learn on holiness from books, magazines and CDs. Don’t

give up. Try, try, try again; you will succeed at last! That’s
what the Bible says: “The righteous may fall seven times,

but he will rise again” (Prov 24:16). Keep on keeping on.
The Church is full of those who have given up in the middle.

Don’t become one of them. Let not the devil take upper hand
on your life. Challenge him with the words of the Scripture:

“I will rise up again though I may fall seven times; the Lord
will shine on me; He will sanctify me; He is my Father!”

Let’s study in the forthcoming chapters the areas in which
we must be holy —

1. Holiness in Worship

2. Holiness in Words

3. Holiness in Work

4. Holiness in Witnessing

5. Holiness in Warfare

6. Holiness in Weaknesses

7. Holiness and the World
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“Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” (Psa 96:9).

This is a familiar text to us. Most of the New Testament

truths are foreshadowed as types in the Old Testament.

For example, the priesthood of the Old Testament speaks of

the worship God expects from His people in the New

Testament Church. The high priesthood of Aaron is the type

of the High Priesthood of Jesus Christ. At the same time

the Aaronic priesthood is a type of the worshipping

community in the Church.

Priestly worship

Everything relating to Aaron had a reference to holiness.

Exodus 28:1,2, “Take Aaron your brother, and his sons with

him, from among the children of Israel that he may minister

to Me as a priest ... and you shall make holy garments for

Aaron, for glory and for beauty.” The words “holy, glory

and beauty” speak of worshipping God in the beauty of

holiness. In the same chapter, from verses 36 to 38, we
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read about Aaron’s turban: “You shall also make a plate of

pure gold and engrave on it, like the engraving of a signet:

HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And you shall put it on a blue

cord, that it may be on the turban; it shall be on the front of

the turban. So it shall be on Aaron’s forehead, that Aaron

may bear the iniquity of the holy things which the children

of Israel hallow in all their holy gifts; and it shall always be

on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the Lord!”

In the next chapter we read about the crown on the turban:

“You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy

crown on the turban. And you shall take the anointing oil,

pour it on his head, and anoint him” (29:6,7).

A priest is one who stands before God representing men.

A prophet stands before men for God. Aaron is a type of us

who worship a holy God. Everything about Aaron was holy.

The special priestly garments were holy. Though there’s so

much of description in the books of Moses about the priestly

garments, we cannot fully comprehend their beauty and

glory. The moment we see these garments we feel like

confessing that God is holy, holy and holy! This doesn’t mean

that Aaron’s garments were all white like the dresses of  some

of the Pentecostals. His garments were colourful. They

together reflected the beauty and glory of God’s holiness.

Without hiding Aaron’s face, a turban beautified his head.

Such headwear is neither the eastern culture nor the

western culture, but the middle-eastern culture. Even in

the choice of a culture God is balanced! A plate with the

words “Holiness unto the Lord” was fixed at the front of the

turban. This added beauty. The crown on the turban was

called “holy crown!”

Everything that Aaron wore from head to foot was holy.

It’s because Aaron was not called to minister in the outer

court or the inner court of the tabernacle but the innermost

which was otherwise called Holy of Holies. Worship in the

outer court may be with physical postures of the “body.”

Worship in the inner court may be out of “soulish” interest.

But only in the innermost court the worship is in the “spirit.”

There was sunlight in the outer court and candlelight in

the inner court. But there was no light in the innermost

court where God dwelt in utter darkness. God Himself is

light. As the Father of lights He does not need sunlight

created by Him, or candlelight provided by man. The saints

of old used to mourn, “O Lord, why do you hide Your face?”

(Psa 88:14). But we in the New Testament know that God

indwells us, and He never leaves us or forsakes us. We can

walk with physical feelings in the outer court. With our

mental convictions we can move inside the inner court. But

inside the innermost court we have to walk only by faith

and not by sight or any sense. Only in faith we worship God

who has not been seen by anyone and cannot be seen.

Therefore we conclude that pure worship is not based on

feelings but on facts. Facts are the root for worship. Feelings

may or may not be there; that’s not important. The fact is

that God is, and He is a rewarder of those who diligently

seek Him (Heb 11:6).

Because God Himself is an unapproachable light, and

He dwells in utter darkness, anyone who desires to approach

Him in worship must be holy from head to foot. There was

one godly person who understood this truth. He didn’t

belong to the royal family or the priestly class. He was an

ordinary fisherman. It is he who has written for us the New
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Testament truth that all the believers in Christ are royal

and holy priests in the sight of God. His name is Peter. Look

at 1 Peter 2:5, “You are being built up a spiritual house, a

holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable

to God through Jesus Christ.” Offering up spiritual sacrifices

acceptable to God is the primary purpose of this priestly

calling. Many Churches have not yet understood this vital

doctrine of “priesthood of all believers.” They still hold the

tradition that only those called to fulltime Christian service

are priests like the Levites. This is not the New Testament

revelation. According to the New Testament teaching, the

moment an individual turns to Christ he becomes a child of

God; and the same moment he becomes a priest before God.

Because this new believer is built up together with the other

children of God as a spiritual house, he can boldly enter

the Throne of Grace anytime.

Beloved, let’s leave the concept of Levitical Priesthood and

move on into the teaching of the Priesthood of all believers.

Don’t sell your birthright for a bowl of broth. If you sell it

you may go emptyhanded like Esau who could not get back

his birthright though he sought it with tears. Praise God we

are all priests in God’s presence! Because we are made

priests, God calls us to head-to-foot holiness and makes us

holy through His holy garments.

Portraits of holiness in the Old Testament

Everything related to worship must be holy. Take for

example, Exodus 40:10, “You shall anoint the altar of the

burnt offering and all its utensils, and sanctify the altar.

The altar shall be most holy.” The altar is the place of

worship.

We see another picture of the beauty of holiness in

Genesis 8:20, “Noah built an altar to the Lord, and took of
every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt

offerings on the altar.”  How did Noah know which animal
or bird was clean or unclean? Such a knowledge was not

there in his time. No one knew which food was clean and
which was not. The regularities pertaining to these were

given only after the Ten Commandments were given (Ex 20).
The knowledge Noah had was amazing. We can only say

that God reveals the truths about holiness in the heart of
anyone who desires to offer truthful worship unto Him. It’s

not just because of reading or study that we acquire
knowledge.

We have the Bible in our hands in so many versions and
translations. But there are nearly 200 Bibleless languages

in India alone. Nearly 20 are major languages here. But
there are as many as 300 dialects and tribal languages.

Several languages don’t have alphabets. There are tribal
believers who come to Christ at the age of 15 and die at 70

without ever reading a Bible. But their understanding of
holiness is at times more than and superior to us who have

the Bible in our mother tongue. The holy fear these primitives
have for God and how they try to distance themselves from

the corrupt practices of their fellowmen put us to shame.
Yes, anyone who honestly desires to “do” God’s will shall

“know” it (Jn 7:17). This is an important spiritual truth.

No one gave Noah a list of clean or unclean animals or
birds. But he was a sincere worshipper. The Bible testifies,

“Noah was a just man, perfect in his generation. Noah walked
with God” (Gen 6:9). Because he wanted to do God’s will,

God revealed it to him. That’s what helped him to make a
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choice of clean animals and clean birds to offer unto God as
an offering (Gen 8:20). Look at this exhilerating statement:
“The Lord smelled a soothing aroma” (v21a). God was angry
with the people who lived in Noah’s time. He decided to
destroy them completely. The earth was flooded by heavens
and the springs from the ground. God was so angry. It was

at this time that Noah’s worship ascended before God as a
sweetsmelling aroma. This aroma was sweeter than any
French perfume! After smelling the aroma of the sacrifice
offered by Noah, “The Lord said in His heart, I will never
again curse the ground for man’s sake” (v21b). See what
pure worship can bring about! This is worship with the
beauty of holiness! What a picture! Yes, holy worship pleases
God and brings blessing on mankind. Can you imagine that
the pure worship of an earthly man moved the holy God to
take an eternal decision? Beloved, don’t take your worship
easy. It’s an eternal business. It deals with God.

We see another picture in Exodus 27:20, “You shall
command the children of Israel that they bring you pure oil
of pressed olives for the light, to cause the lamp to burn
continually.” “Pure” oil! No adulteration whatsoever! This is
for burning the lamp at the altar of worship. Exodus 37:29,
“He also made holy anointing oil and the pure incense of
sweet spices, according to the work of the perfumer.” Holy
oil! Pure incense! Sweet spices!

In the Book of Zechariah, the last but one book of the
Old Testament, there’s another picture of holiness: 14:20,21,
“In that day ‘HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD’ shall be engraved
on the bells of the horses. The pots in the Lord’s house
shall be like the bowls before the altar. Yes, every pot in

Jerusalem and Judah shall be holiness to the Lord of hosts.”

The Psalmist had properly understood the importance of

holiness in worship. He writes in Psalm 33:1, “Rejoice in
the Lord, O you righteous! For praise from the upright is

beautiful.” Holy worship is beautiful before God.

The first realisation in worship

When we go to God in worship the first realisation should

be, “God is holy!” Leviticus 10:3, “This is what the Lord
spoke, saying: By those who come near Me I must be

regarded as holy; and before all the people I must be
glorified.” This is the first and crowning request among the

seven in the Lord’s prayer, “Hallowed be Your Name” (Mt
6:9). This does not mean we only have to make God’s name

holy. The meaning of this prayer request is that we fall in
line with God’s holiness for His glory. Whenever we go to

worship God, we must be gripped with a sense of His
awesome holiness. For many people God appears to be a

Santa Claus with lots of goodies. This is not the Biblical
teaching. What the Bible teaches is that when we go to His

presence we must remember His holiness.

The searching presence of God

This point will add a new dimension to worship. This is
similar to the experience of lepers in the Old Testament (Lev

13:45). If a leper sees a healthy person at a distance, the
leper should raise his hands and cry, “Unclean! Unclean!”

We are to do the same thing in the holy presence of God. It
may be difficult to notice dirt in our dress in the light of a

40 watts bulb. But it will be more than apparent when we
come near a 1000 watts bulb! A leper, by comparing himself

with another leper, cannot notice his defects clearly. In the
same way, when we compare ourselves with one another,
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we cannot find out our imperfections. May be Prophet Isaiah
was comparing himself with others for a while. But when
he had a vision of the King, even the Lord of Hosts, he cried,
“Woe, I’m undone; I’m a man of unclean lips!” (Isa 6:5). We
too have no other way than to realize and confess our
sinfulness every time we come before a holy God to worship
Him.

A tax-collector comes to the Temple to pray. He has no
boldness to lift up his eyes towards heaven. What does he
do? He beats upon his breast and cries, “God, be merciful
to me a sinner!” (Lk 18:13). This is acceptable worship before
God! Such worship is pleasing in His sight!

What would a newcomer have felt when he entered the
fellowship gathering of New Testament believers in the early
Church where so many were prophesying? He would have
been struck by the awesome and the holy presence of God
like a lightening. His sinful thoughts would be revealed to
him. What would he do? He would fall prostrate and confess,
“God is here!” Yes, true worship reveals our real self (1 Cor
14:24,25).

You will become exactly like the one you worship. As you
regularly worship a holy God, you will become like Him.
This may not happen instantly. It’s a process. Here a little,
there a little; here a line, there a line! Transformation into
the image of Christ. This is accomplished by God Himself.
Christian life is not jumping and hopping; it’s walking with
God. God steadily transforms us into the image of His Son
(2 Cor 3:18). When we realize the holiness of God, and our
sinfulness, we don’t feel condemned, but get convicted by
the Holy Spirit. What the devil gives us is condemnation;
but where the Holy Spirit leads us to is conviction.

Confession and Cleansing

The King of kings with all His glory is seated on the

Throne. The rainbow around His Throne is not just an arc

but a full circle (Rev 4:3). When we approach Him, we realize

our unworthiness and lostness, and we cry, “We are

undone!” But we don’t need to hesitate to approach Him

because of our condition. Because, the One on the Throne

is not just the King of kings and the Lord of lords; He is a

High Priest who sympathizes with our weaknesses. Heb

4:14-16, “Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who

has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let

us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a High Priest

who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in

all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore

come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that we may obtain

mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” The Lord

Jesus Christ who is seated on the Throne is pleading on

our behalf before the Father; He intercedes for us; He

advocates for us. Apostle John pointed out, “If anyone sins,

we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the

righteous” (1 Jn 2:1).

Beloved brothers and sisters, whenever you come to

worship, bring before your mind the heavenly court where

Christ is pleading on your behalf. The symbol of a cross or

the portrait of a Jew is not good enough. You cannot paint

on a canvas this glorious scene in the portals of Heaven.

God is holy, and everything about and around Him is holy.

Even if you do a little bit of touch-up with your painting

brush, you will spoil it. You cannot paint that holiness. The

Lord Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. The

Father God cannot wink at sin.
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God the holy Father is perfectly satisfied over the
sacrificial death of His Son on the Cross. The one who
became the Sacrifice is at the right hand of the Father. When
we approach Him, we cannot say we have no sin. This is
what the 93-year old Apostle teaches us in his Epistle: 1 Jn
1:8, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves. The

truth is not in us.” The Apostle did not write this letter to
unbelievers, but to God’s chosen people, the saints. This is
a mature statement to mature Christians. When we think
we have confessed our last sin, there may still be so many
unconfessed sins! Then a question may arise: “Why then
should I confess my sins at all?” The answer is given by
John in the very next verse: “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from ALL our unrighteousness” (v9).

We are clever people. We sin retail but confess wholesale!
Take time to confess your sins one by one. Nail them to the
Cross of Christ. Confession of sins has become a forgotten
exercise among God’s people these days. We have all-night
prayers, long praise and worship sessions and extensive
teaching programmes. But why oh why don’t we allot time
for sin confession?

I have great faith in the exercise of self-examination,

because I’ve been much benefitted thro’ it. There are over
two dozens self-examinnation questionnaire prepared in the
ministry of Blessing Youth Mission with practical approach.
In most of our annual conferences one such questionnaire
would be distributed to the nearly 1500 delegates. They
would go scattered all over the campsite to spend time alone

with God on knees going through these questions. They

experience God’s dealing in their life. I suggest that you

also go through such an exercise, may be weekly, and be
alone with God for two or three hours. Read the questions
and answer them honestly before God. (A sample
questionnaire is on pages 166-169). The Holy Spirit will
throw His searchlight into the chambers of your heart.
Confess your sins, failures and shortcomings one by one
before God. You may keep a notebook to list the names of
people with whom you need to make reconciliation and
restitution. I call this “spiritual overhauling.” You will grow
fast in your spiritual life by this exercise. You will reach
new heights.

About the need for such a self-examination Apostle Paul
wrote to the Corinthian Church in the 7th Chapter of his
Second Epistle: “Even if I made you sorry with my letter, I
do not regret it; though I did regret it.  For I perceive that
the same epistle made you sorry, though only for a while.
Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your
sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a
godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing.
For godly sorrow produces repentance to salvation, not to
be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death”
(vv8-10). Then he goes on to list the seven benefits of godly
sorrow: “For observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a
godly manner: What diligence it produced in you, what
clearing of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what
vehement desire, what zeal, what vindication!” (v11). Have
you ever gone through such a sanctifying experience?

Deep repentance brings manifold blessing. Those who
have repented deeply will experience spontaneous joy
without any outside inducement. When a congregation
experiences deep repentance, the pastor or the worship
leader need not coax the people to raise their voice in singing,
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clap their hands or raise them, or dance before the Lord.

We often see the worship leaders doing things like a drill

master. If the congregation is in tune with God’s mind, the

members will break forth into praise with one spirit the

moment the songleader comes on the dais.

Do you know when there will be dancing? See Ecclesiastes

3:4, “A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn,

and a time to dance!” First there’s weeping and mourning;

then comes laughing and dancing. If the congregation does

not rejoice enough, it may mean that the members have

not repented enough. One of the oft-repeated Biblical texts

is, “God shall wipe away all your tears!” But where are the

tears? Our eyes are dry. May God bless us with tears of

repentance! The charismatic Churches must give special

attention to this matter.

Modern techniques

We employ so many techniques to excite the congregation

these days. Sophisticated musical instruments, fast-beating

of drums, walking up and down the aisle, throwing the

microphone and then catching it, colourful flashlights,

artificial smoke and many such theatrical performances may

excite the congregation. Nowadays the mikestand is not at

all used! Personally I cannot preach without fixing the mike

on the stand, because both my hands must be free so I can

turn to the references in my Bible with my fingers. Beware

of using the carnal methods of commercial advertisers and

promoters! Their aim is not to bless the people but bleed

them! How can we learn from such ill-motivated folks? With

all the modern techniques you may excite the congregation

for a while but never edify it.

The Bible gives us the prescription for lasting joy. Turn

to Amos 5:23,24, “Take away from Me the noise of your

songs, for I will not hear the melody of your stringed

instruments.” There can be the “voice” of thanksgiving, not

the “noise” which can be pagan. Don’t copy the professionals

and keep the microphone close to your mouth. Let there be

some distance between your mouth and the microphone.

Otherwise it will only be a “noise.” Loud and jarring music

robs us of the reverence and damages our eardrum. But

what does God require instead? “But let justice run down

like water, and righteousness like a mighty stream” (v24).

This is true charismatic worship! Beauty of holiness! Glory

and majesty! Rivers of righteousness! Let’s have more of it

in our worship services!

Look at what Peter spoke in defence of the manifestations

of the Holy Spirit. After his explanation as to how the lame

beggar was healed, he gives a call to repentance: Acts 2:19,

“Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the

presence of the Lord.” Yes, if the Church must experience

revival and renewal, the only way is repentance. This is

emphasized by Prophet Joel (Joel 2:16,18,23,28).

Isaiah 61:11 is an inspiring text in this context: “As the

earth brings forth its bud, as the garden causes the things

that are sown in it to spring forth, so the Lord God will

cause righteousness and praise to spring forth before all

the nations.” Righteousness and rejoicing, purity and praise,

grow together in God’s garden. These must be sown and

grown.
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Interpersonal relationships

Coming to the altar essentially means worship. Jesus

emphatically has taught us that it is not acceptable to God

if we go to the altar with an offering without setting right

damaged interpersonal relationships. He said we must “first”

reconcile with the wronged and only after that offer the gift

at the altar. The one who comes first in the line of

worshippers is Cain. Was it not because his relationship

with his brother was not right that his offering was rejected

(Gen 4:3-8; 1 Jn 3:11,12)? Holiness and relationships are

intertwined (Heb 12:14). The Bible calls him a murderer

who hates his brother (1 Jn 1:15). What’s the use of lifting

up in worship the hands with blood? God calls it “vain

worship” (Isa 1:15). When we are filled with anger and strife,

how can our uplifted hands be holy? (1 Tim 2:8).

Reasonable service

The last reference I wish to give under this subject is

Romans 12:1, “I beseech you, brothers, by the mercies of

God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,

acceptable to God, which is your reasonable worship.” Offer

your eyes on the altar. No more relationships with what’s

forbidden in the Scripture.  No more lustful look at another’s

wife. No more illicit sex. The ear will not love to hear

suggestive songs or stories. The mouth will not abuse or

backbite or scandalise anyone. No more lying. The hands

will not touch the forbidden. The legs will not go where a

Christian ought not go. Offering every organ of our body as

a living sacrifice on the altar of God is the reasonable,

acceptable and holy worship. This is holiness in worship.

Realisation of God’s holiness and our nothingness,
repentance from our sins and shortcomings, confession of
our failures before God, praising Him with the aroma of
righteousness and peace, and laying our body on His altar
as a living sacrifice will be what would please God as a holy
worship! A reasonable service!

Let’s join Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879) in singing
the timeless hymn of consecration —

Take my life, and let it be

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my moments and my days,

Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and let them move

At the impulse of Thy love;

Take my feet, and let them be

Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing

Always, only for my King;

Take my lips, and let them be

Filled with messages from Thee.

Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold;

Take my intellect, and use

Every power as Thou shalt choose.

Take my will, and make it Thine;

It shall be no longer mine;

Take my heart  — it is Thine own,

It shall be Thy royal Throne.
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Take my love, my Lord, I pour

At Thy feet its treasure store;

Take myself, and I will be

Ever, only, all for Thee.

(The 10 Telecast Talks delivered by the author,

English-Tamil, on the topic, “How not to Worship,”

are available as DVDs with a running time of 5 hours,

and as a 64-page booklet. Hear and read.)
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 Holiness in Words

Good words and holy life are interconnected. They are

inseparable. Let’s look at a few Bible passages which

highlight this truth —

  1 Samuel 2:2,3

We can call this passage as Hannah’s worship or praise

or prayer or song: “There’s none holy like the Lord, for there’s

none besides You, nor is there any rock like our God. Talk

no more so proudly; let no arrogance come from your mouth,

for the Lord is God of knowledge; and by Him actions are

weighed.” What a prophetic revelation to this Old Testament

woman! She worships God for His holiness. Immediately

after it, she warns us of the words of our mouth.

  Job 1:1/2:10/42:7

Scholars tell us that the Book of Job is the oldest in the

Bible. Look at the very first verse of the first chapter: “There

was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and
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that man was blameless and upright, and one who feared

God and shunned evil.” The story of Job runs to 42 long

chapters. This is a moving drama in the Bible. God Himself

testifies that Job was blameless and upright. We read about

his conversation with his wife in the second chapter. She

suggests to him to curse God because of his misery and die.

But what was Job’s reply? 2:10, “But he said to her, you

speak as a foolish woman speaks. Shall we indeed accept

good from God, and shall we not accept adversity? In all

this Job did not sin with his lips.” Not only at the beginning

of this story of Job, even at the end the Lord testifies

gloriously about him. After so many discourses, God tells

Job’s friends and counsellors, “You have not spoken of Me

what is right, as My servant has” (42:7). Yes, upright life

and upright words are interrelated.

  Psalm 15:1-4

“Lord, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell

in Your holy hill?” (v1). This passage speaks of the holiness

in God’s presence. In the three verses that follow we find

the importance given to what we speak: “... He who speaks

the truth in his heart” (v2); “... He who does not backbite

with his tongue” (v3); “... He swears to his own hurt and

does not change” (v4). Note that all the three aspects of holy

walk refer to the words of our mouth. Yes, holy life and

right words go together.

 Proverbs 4:23,24

“Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring

the issues of life. Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and

put perverse lips far from you!”

(The Bible is a perfectly coordinated Volume. There’s no
self-contradiction in it. What’s said in one book will be
endorsed in the other. When we sit under the umbrella of
the Holy Spirit, He brings the texts together for our learning
and edification. Most of what’s written in this book is the
outcome of my private meditations. All that I used for
studying this subject of holiness was my old Bible, a Bible
Concordance and my notebook.)

  Proverbs 10:19

“In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who
restrains his lips is wise.” An excessive talker cannot
maintain holiness. To grow in holiness, one must think a
lot but speak a little. This is an indisputable principle.

  Ephesians 4:24-27/Colossians 3:8-10

“Put on the new man which was created according to
God, in righteousness and true holiness. Therefore putting
away lying, each one speak truth with his neighbour, for
we are organs of one another. Be angry, and do not sin. Do
not let the sun go down on your wrath.” The 29th verse
says, “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your
mouth.” And verse 31, “Let all bitterness ... and evil speaking
be put away from you.” What do these passages teach us?
Don’t speak lying words, angry words, evil words, and
hurting words. This is true holiness and true righteousness.

Colossians 3:8-10 speaks of the same thing: “You must
put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
language out of your mouth. Do not lie to one another,
since you have put off the old man with his deeds, and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according
to the image of Him who created him.”



 1 Peter 2:21,22

“To this you were called, because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
Who committed no sin, not was guile found in His mouth.”

These passages are more than sufficient to establish the
fact that holiness and what we speak are interrelated. If we
are not careful in this area of our life, for every step we
climb up in the ladder of practical righteousness, four steps
we will slide down.

The super-importance of holiness in words

(a) The ultimate test

There’s an illustration of historical importance in Judges
12:5,6, “The Gileadites seized the fords of the Jordan before
the Ephraimites arrived. And when any Ephraimite who
escaped said, ‘Let me cross over,’ the men of Gilead would
ask him, ‘Are you an Ephraimite?’ If he answered, ‘No,’ then
they would say to him, ‘Then say, Shibboleth!’ And he would
say, ‘Sibboleth,’ for he would not be able to pronounce it
right. Then they would take him and kill at the fords of the
Jordan. There fell at that time fortytwo thousand
Ephraimites.”

Just one test, and that by one word of the mouth! When
an East German comes to West Germany, you cannot
identify him by his colour or features. But the moment he
opens his mouth to speak, you know where he is from.
Similarly a Srilankan may wear an Indian dress and come
to India. You may not be able to say he is a Srilankan. But
the moment he opens his mouth to speak, though in Tamil,
you can at once recognize where he is from. Yes our words
decide our spirituality.

(b) The deciding factor of our destiny

Matthew 12:36,37 explains this plainly: “But I say to you
that for every idle word men may speak, they will give
account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you
will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”
Are you able to believe that on the day of judgment we would
be sent to the left or the right depending on the words we
spoke? These being the very words of Jesus we have to
believe them verbatim. The difference lies in whether we
pronounce it as “Sibboleth” or as “Shibboleth!” The only
letter that makes the difference is “h,” and that’s the first
letter in “holiness.” What a solemn thought!

(c) The first aspect of an exemplary life

Here’s a message of a senior man of God to a probationer

in Christian ministry: 1 Tim 4:12, “Let no one despise your
youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in
conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” See how the
words of the mouth come first in the list of the marks of an
exemplary life! Timothy was a young man. Apostle Paul
taught him that if he would take care of his words, all other
things would fall in place.

(d) The primary beauty of Christ

There are numerous prophecies concerning the Messiah
in the Book of Psalms. Let’s look at one of them to behold
His beauty: Psa 45:2, You are fairer than the sons of men;
grace is poured upon Your lips.” Why is that He is fairer
than ten thousand? Grace is poured on His “lips.” Folks

were astonished at His ”words” when Jesus took the human
form and came as a carpenter in Nazareth. Why? His words
were “gracious” (Lk 4:22).
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(e) The mark of perfection

Apostle James was a highly practical man. His Epistle is
full of truths concerning “faith” and “works.” He points out
the mark of perfection in chapter 3 and verse 2, “We all
stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble in word,
he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body.”
Practical holiness is not possible without speaking right.

( f ) The sign of true religion

James 1:26, “If anyone among you thinks he is religious,
and does not bridle his tongue, but deceives his own heart,
this one’s religion is useless.” We think we are religious and
spiritual. But it’s self-deception if we control not our tongue.
Useless religion!

(g) The first prescription for good days

Apostle Peter quotes in 1 Peter 3:10 a text from the Old
Testament: “He who would love life and see good days, let
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips from speaking
guile” (Psa 34:12-14). If you desire to crown your life with
good, control your tongue!

These are excellent Bible texts. But we must learn from
the Bible itself how to practise these truths. And we must
look to God for help at various situations in life. He is not
only One who commands us to be holy; He also makes us
holy!

How to train the tongue

Charles Finney (1792-1875) was a famous American
Evangelist and Revivalist. As a lawyer he was a brilliant
thinker. The revival God sent through him is unparalleled

in history. In several of his sermons he has made a reference
to tongue control.  He says that the main reason for the
leakage of spiritual power from a believer’s life is lack of
control of the tongue. We may not be able to tame our tongue
but we can train it and keep it under control. The Bible
itself says that no man can tame his tongue (Js 3:8). Yes,
we cannot tame our tongue; but we can definitely train it.
How?

1. Realize that speech is a gift from God and so the
tongue should not be misused.

There are so many deaf and dumb people in this world.
Who created them? Read Exodus 4:10-12, “Then Moses said
to the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither before
nor since you have spoken to Your servant; but I am slow of
speech and slow of tongue. So the Lord said to him, Who
has made man’s mouth? Or who makes the mute, the deaf,
the seeing, or the blind? Have not I, the Lord? Now therefore,
go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you
shall say.”

It’s God who has created the deaf and the dumb. Isn’t it
striking? In the same way, it is God who has created those
who can hear and speak. Beloved, who gave you a mouth
and the lips to speak? The Lord God! Therefore it is necessary
that you acknowledge before going out each day that your
tongue, your mouth, your lips, and all, are a gift from the
Creator God.

We are not owners of our tongue, but simply its users. 1
Corinthians 6:20, says, “You are bought at a price; therefore
glorify God in your body and in your spirit which are God’s.”
Each shop has so many commodities and they belong to
the shopkeeper. But the moment you make the payment
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for your purchase, the item becomes yours. After that the
shopkeeper has no claim on it. In the same way, you are
bought at an unbelievable price of the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Not at a discounted price! The Bible therefore
calls us to glorify God first through our body and then
through our spirit. Oftentimes we change this order. We
must glorify God through our body first. And in our body
the tongue is the most powerful organ. This understanding
will keep us from misusing our faculty of speech.

2. Receive the cleansing of the tongue by confession
and consecration.

Prophet Isaiah in the first chapters of his book was
showering “Woe” on people (3:9,11; 5:8,11,19,20,21,23).
Perhaps God had to stop him. God showed the prophet who
he was. Therefore the prophet directed his next “Woe”
towards himself. “Woe, I am undone; I am a man of unclean
lips; I dwell among people of unclean lips. My eyes have
seen the King the Lord of Hosts!” (Isa 6:5). Isaiah had
prophesied during the period of four kings. Just then the
fourth king had died. It was at this time the senior prophet
cried, “I am a man of unclean lips.” All of us should come to
a place like this to totally surrender our tongue to God. See
what happened following the prophet’s confession: Isa 6:6,7,
“Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a
live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar.
And he touched my mouth with it, and said: Behold, this
has touched your lips; your iniquity is taken away, and
your sin purged.” It is after Isaiah’s consecration and
sanctification God sent him forth for missionary work. God
asked him, “Whom shall I send? Who will go for us?” Isaiah
volunteered saying, “Here am I, send me!” (v8). The touch of
God’s fire on our tongue and sanctifying it is what we can

call as personal Pentecost. Isaiah received his pentecostal

experience in chapter six. On the Day of Pentecost, the fire

of God came down on the disciples. It’s a picture of the

sanctifying work of God’s Spirit on our tongue. Have you

ever received this experience?

Dr. J. Edwin Orr (1912-1987) was a famous historian of

Revivals. His book, The Great Awakening, is a classic. He is

the composer of the famous hymn —

Search me, O God, and know my heart today;

Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts I pray;

See if there be some wicked way in me;

Cleanse me from every sin and set me free!

I had the privilege of listening to this man of God in 1969 at

the Emmanuel Methodist Church, Chennai. He testified that

he had surrendered his hands, legs and the other organs

except the tongue on God’s altar long ago. But after a while

he had gone specifically to God’s altar to surrender his

tongue. At the close of the service I ran to him to shake

hands with him. I requested him to autograph my Bible.

Under his signature he wrote 1 John 1:8, “If we say we have

no sin, we deceive ourselves!”

King David made a decision. The commitment he made

following this is in Psalm 17:3, “O Lord, You have tested my

heart; You have visited me in the night; You have tried me

and found nothing; I have purposed that my mouth shall

not transgress.” It’s our uncontrolled tongue that lands us

in many problems. That seems to be the root cause for so

many confusions. Seek God’s help to control your tongue. I

beseech you to take this decision in God’s presence: “Lord,
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I surrender my tongue as an instrument of righteousness; I

offer it as a sacrifice on Your altar” (Rom 6:13,19). God will

bless you with the experience of Isaiah and that of the 120

disciples on the Day of Pentecost.

3. Refuse to listen to bad things about others.

Turn to Psalm 15:1,3, “Lord, who may abide in Your

tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy hill? ... He who

does not backbite with his tongue, nor does evil to his

neighbour, nor does he take up a reproach against his

neighbour.” Two things are mentioned here: We must not

backbite; and we should not listen to bad things about

others. But we are interested in listening to bad reports

about others. We must neither speak evil nor listen to evil.

There cannot be a talker without a listener. Only when you

are keen on listening, the other person will keep on talking.

Do not let your spirituality leak.

God cannot tolerate those who speak ill of others. Read

Psalm 50:19-21, “You give your mouth to evil, and your

tongue frames deceit. You sit and speak against your

brother; you slander your own mother’s son. These things

you have done, and I kept silent; you thought that I was

altogether like you; but I will reprove you, and set them in

order before your eyes.” I praise God for the plainness of

language of the Bible. We speak evil of others and finally we

“baptize” it saying that we shared it only for prayer! Beloved,

you cannot baptize sin! If you try to baptize sin, it will be

dry sin before baptism and wet sin after. Don’t try to give

decent names to sin. On the day of judgment God would

present before us one by one whatever we spoke against

others. Run away therefore from scandalizers and gossip.

We read in 2 Timothy 3:1-3, “Know this, that in the last
days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of
themselves ... boasters ... blasphemers.” We are admonished
in verse 5 that we must “turn away from such people.” In 1
Timothy Chapter 3 Paul lists the qualities to be seen in the
Church leaders and their wives. They must not be double-
tongued or slanderers (vv8,11). See how the Apostle stresses
tongue-control again and again.

Don’t try to dig out bad details about others. Don’t be
like a hen that is interested in the worms in the dunghill!
Dear brothers and sisters, the Bible says, “Love covers
multitude of sins” (1 Pet 4:8). Throwing a blanket on fire
will quench it. Use love as a blanket to put off fires of evil
informations about others. What right do you have to expose
others’ sins when God has covered yours? God calls the
devil as the accuser. That’s the devil’s job day and night
(Rev 12:10). Stay clear of the devil. Shout, “Get behind me,
Satan!” every time you are tempted to backbite or scandalize.
If someone comes to you carrying filthy news, stop him. Try
to change the topic. The slanderer will not repeat his
business with you. Next time you want to speak against a
fellow believer, remember the words of Jesus: “He who is
without sin among you, throw the first stone” (Jn 8:7).

As much as we stand in need of kindness, forgiveness
and covering of our sins by the blood of Jesus, it is our
responsibility to protect our brothers and sisters. If someone
has erred, try to save him with the help of others. Don’t tear
him threadbare. He is already broken. We must build people,
not blast them! Yes, don’t speak evil, or listen to evil!

Proverbs 16:27,28 says, “An ungodly man digs up evil,
and it is on his lips like a burning fire. A perverse man sows
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strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.” The
Tamil Bible has rendered the words, “ungodly man,” as the
“son of Belial!” Because of whisperers so many have lost
their friends. “An evildoer gives heed to false lips; a liar listens
eagerly to a destructive tongue” (17:4). The 9th verse reads
as, “He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who
repeats a matter separates the best of friends.” Let’s not
misuse our tongue which is just a gift from God. Let me not
be a weapon in the hands of a slanderer. Instead let me be
a vessel of mercy in the hands of God.

4. Remember that the outcome of your conversation
should be edification to the hearers.

Suppose you are engaged in a conversation with someone
for 30 or 45 minutes, the outcome should be mutual
edification. It’s not enough if we eschew what’s bad, we must
also embrace what’s good. Holiness has a negative as well
as a positive aspect. The negative aspect is what’s to be
avoided and the positive aspect is what’s to be done. Christ
Jesus hated lawlessness, but loved righteousness. He said
no to what’s evil and yes to what’s good. It’s not enough if
we just avoid listening to evil reports about others. That’s
the negative side. The positive side is that we must endeavour
to build others. The Epistle to the Ephesians teaches this
truth. 4:25-27, “Putting away lying, each one speak truth
with his neighbour, for we are members of one another. Be
angry, and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
wrath nor give place to the devil.”

In this context the anger refers to angry words (vv25,26).
How to get angry without sinning? Is it not natural that we
get upset when someone does to us what we don’t like? Is
there anyone who in his lifetime never gets angry? God gets

angry. Jesus got angry. All anger is not bad. The explanation
for the first part of Ephesians 4:26 is given in its later part:
“Do not let the sun go down on your anger!” This means
that the anger should not stay for the next day also. You
must set matters right with the person concerned then and
there. This is what the Bible calls as reconciliation. In the
modern Gospel preaching, as much as repentance is hardly
preached, reconciliation is rarely mentioned. Failure to stress
the need to reconcile with one another is an important
reason why revival tarries. Sins against God must be
confessed to Him; and sins against men must be first
confessed to God and then to the persons concerned. The
Bible admonishes us to “confess our faults to one another”
(Js 5:16). This is what the younger son confessed to his
father when he returned home: “Father, I have sinned
against heaven and in your sight” (Lk 15:21). This is
reconciliation! Jacob had to reconcile with his brother Esau
(Gen 33:3,4). Zacchaeus had to restitute matters with those
whom he had cheated (Lk 19:8).

If you had got angry with someone, and if the anger had
become a deep root of bitterness, you will not experience
the peace of God until you reconcile with that individual.
God of course will forgive your sin; but your conscience will
not be clear until there’s an open-hearted reconciliation.
It’s easy to say that I’m alright with God. But the truth is
that we cannot live at peace with God when our interpersonal
relationships are damaged. Here’s a challenging question
from Apostle John: 1 Jn 4:20, “He who does not love his
brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he
has not seen?”

We need to humbly take an honest effort for reconciliation.
A mere handshake or a “Praise-the-Lord” greeting is not
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reconciliation. Until we express our sorrow and repentance
in words, our reconciliation is not complete. You have to
say something like this: “Dear brother, I have come just to
reconcile with you. I have spoken so much against you. I
feel sorry for my words and actions. Please forgive me.”
Apostle Paul’s testimony challenges us: “I myself always

strive to have a conscience without offense toward God and
men” (Acts 24:16). The earlier you reconcile the better for
you.

Our Lord has emphasized the urgency of reconciliation
in Matthew 5:23,24, “If you bring your gift to the altar, and
there remember that your brother has something against
you, leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way.
First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer
your gift.” What was the problem of Cain the first worshipper

in human history? We don’t understand it clearly from the
narrative in the Old Testament. But we understand the
reason when we come to John’s first Epistle. 3:12, “Cain’s
works were evil and his brother’s righteous.” Cain was not
at peace with Abel. Cain did not love his brother.

Let’s read Ephesians 4:29-32, “Let no corrupt
communication proceed out of your mouth, but what is good
for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the

hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness,
wrath, anger, loud quarrelling, and evil speaking be put
away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ
also forgave you.” If you delay reconciliation with the one
whom you have wronged, you are giving foothold to the devil

in your life. You are grieving the Holy Spirit if you continue

speaking against your brother instead of building him up.
Giving place to the devil and grieving the Holy Spirit are
twin evils (Eph 4:25-27).

God called Abraham promising him, “You will be a
blessing” (Gen 12:2). We are called to bless people, and not
break them. Apostle James emphasizes this truth in the
3rd chapter of his Epistle. Verses 8-12, “No man can tame
the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With it
we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men,
who have been made in the likeness of God. Out of the same
mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brothers, these
things ought not to be so. Does a spring send forth fresh
water and bitter from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my
brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring
can yield both salt water and fresh.” The Apostle in these
passages addresses the recipients of the Epistle as “My
brothers” twice. This means that he wants the readers to
pay special attention to that truth. It’s not enough that you
just “understand” the Bible when you read it; you must
also “feel” it. The words in the Bible are not mere letters;
they are spirit and life. Prophet Jeremiah testified that God’s
Word was like fire in his bones (Jer 20:9). What an
experience! Should we not atleast feel the warmth of it when
we read God’s Word? When Apostle James frequently calls
his readers as “My brothers,” it’s as if he was embracing
them and beseeching them to take note of this truth. Yes,
salty water and sweet water cannot come forth from a single
spring. We cannot speak good words one time and move on
to speak bad words the next moment.

If you have spoilt others by your words, you are at the
door of judgment. Just one evil word can lead to destruction.
The only ministry God has called us is to bless and build
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people. Already people’s hearts are wounded and bleeding.
Don’t hurt them further. God has given in your hands the
“Balm of Gilead.” Take that balm with you when you go to
meet people. Don’t carry bombs with you to shatter them.
Be a blessing! If someone with a burden spends time with
you, he must return with a feeling of his burden unloaded.
He must feel relieved and refreshed. Is this not what Jesus
said about Himself? “Come to Me, all you who labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt 11:28). This is
the calling of every soulwinner. Don’t add to the burden of
folks; unload them. “Let us bear one another’s burden and
thus fulfil the law of Christ” (Gal 6:2). This is the core
teaching of the New Testament Church.

God has entrusted us with Good News. That’s the only
News we must be anxious to spread. Why spread any bad
news? Speak for the edification of the hearers. If your motive
is right, God will give you the tongue of the learned to speak
the right word at the right time (Isa 50:4). “A word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in plates of silver” (Prov 25:11).
If only we use our tongue rightly, what a privilege and
blessedness it will be!

5. Release the tongue more and more for praising God
and proclaiming the Gospel.

Let’s use our tongue more and more to exalt God and
evangelize the world. This is the positive way to train our
tongue to be used for good purposes only. Look at Ephesians
5:4, “Neither filthiness, not foolish talking, not coarse jesting,
which are not fitting but rather giving of thanks.” Humour
is not wrong. I like to talk jovially. In the Scripture text
quoted above, humour is not condemned. On the other hand
any joke that crosses the ethical boundary is warned against.

You may speak humorously if it will relieve someone of his
tension. But it must not hurt him. Here’s where we must
be cautious. If we cross the limit, jokes and humour will be
destructive.

We are exhorted in Hebrews 13:15, “Let us continually
offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our
lips, giving thanks to His name.” Isaiah 57:19 adds to this
passage: “I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him
who is far off and to him who is near.” So we have two fruits
of the lips: First, praise, praise and praise to God; second,
peace, peace and peace to people. One is adoration and the
other is proclamation. Let’s continually praise God and
proclaim peace in His name to people.

When people used their gift of verbal communication to
plan strategies for self-glory, God confused their language.
We read this story in Genesis 11:1-9. What was the blessing
in Babel? They all had the same language. What was their
mistake? They misused this advantage. God therefore
confused their language and scattered them all over the
world. The ability to verbally communicate is God’s gift to
us. Anytime you are tempted to misuse it, remember Babel.
Let not God’s judgment come on you. The tongue is a
precious gift from God. Let’s not misuse it.

6. Read the Word of God, quietly and aloud, again and
again.

Reading of the Bible quietly and aloud frequently will
help control your tongue. After the death of Moses, God
told Joshua, “This Book of the Law shall not depart from
your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night,
that you may observe to do according to all that is written
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in it” (Josh 1:8). Three of our organs are involved here: The
mouth that reads, the heart that meditates, and the hands
that work. Read the Word aloud; meditate on it in your
heart; and practise it in your regular activities. Apostle Paul
urged Timothy, “Give attention to reading” (1 Tim 4:13).
“Reading” here does not mean private reading but public
reading from a pulpit. Quiet meditation no doubt is
profitable, but reading God’s Word aloud is an exercise that
helps you tame your tongue. When your mouth and mind
are filled with God’s Word, your conversation will be edifying.

I had my schooling (1952-1962) in Tamil medium. I got
the first copy of the English Bible only in 1962 when I went
to College for the Pre-university Class (PUC). I got this small
Bible after several months of prayer to God for it. I used to
go open-air for evening meditation. During such times I
would read the Bible aloud. I testify to the glory of God that
such reading aloud of the Bible improved my language. I
read the Bible primarily to know God and His ways; but
side by side my linguistic skill got sharpened. I urge
youngsters to read the Bible aloud; that would become
handy for their future ministries. When you read the Bible
aloud again and again, you will find it easy to communicate
spiritual truths to others, in person or from pulpit.

C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) was called the Prince of
Preachers. Folks used to say that he was silver-tongued to
preach God’s Word. Do you know how he started preaching?
He used to go into woods with his Bible and sermon notes.
He would read the Bible to the trees and preach to them! If
the trees would move by the wind, he would assume that
God’s Spirit was moving on the congregation! If the wind
was heavy, he would thank God for His mighty work! This
is how Spurgeon developed his art of preaching and became
tall among preachers.

Train your tongue so the message of God can flow through
it unhindered. When you read with a raised voice, the truths
will go forth with force and punch. May the Word of God
infiltrate into your regular family conversations. Read
Deuteronomy 11:18-21: “You shall lay up these words of
Mine in your heart and in your soul, and bind them as a
sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes. You shall teach them to your children, speaking
of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the
way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. And you
shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates, that your days and the days of your children
may be multiplied.” We have so many Bible text Calendars
these days. Do they simply decorate our walls? Read the
Bible verse printed for each day and bring it into conversation
with your children when you sit for breakfast. Your
conversations will be sanctified to the extent you bring in
God’s Word.

7. Review before retiring to bed the performance of your
tongue throughout the day.

Subject yourself to a self-examination of what all you
spoke during that day. What could you have spoken? What
could you have avoided? We read in 1 Corinthians 11:31,32,
“If we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But
when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we
may not be condemned with the world.” A daily self-
examination will give us boldness on the day of judgment.

What should be your morning prayer? Psalm 19:14, “Let
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in Your sight, O Lord!” Note that the Psalmist
begins with the “words of the mouth,” and then goes on to
the “meditation of the heart!” There’s another prayer we
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can make daily before we go out: Psalm 141:3, “Set a guard,
O Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my
lips.” How careful we are about the purity of the water we
drink and the cleanliness of the food! If only we take that
much care concerning the words that come out of our
mouth, how victorious our life would be (Mk 7:15-20)!

Do all that’s possible to tame your tongue with God’s
grace, God’s strength and God’s power. Tongue-control is
the mark of perfection.

Prayer

“Gracious heavenly Father, we thank You for Your Word
that descends on us like the dew on the Mount of Hermon.
Cleanse us, O Lord! We have made blunders in our words.
We have harmed the lives of many. We have destroyed the
reputation of so many. Let the words of our mouth build up
good relationships instead of tearing people down. Fill us
with the love that covers many sins.

“Father God, we thank You for so much teaching that’s
there in Your Word concerning tongue-control. You are
interested in our growth in holiness. As You have taught us
so many truths, we realize that so much will be expected
from us. Help us to obey You. In Jesus’ Name! Amen!”

7

 Holiness in Work

Heaven honours our every step towards holiness and
every effort to live holy. When we cooperate with God, He
cleanses us. Praise God who is leading us in the highway of
holiness! In this chapter let’s study how we can be holy in
our daily work.

Let’s begin with Zechariah 14:20,21, “In that day
‘HOLINESS TO THE LORD’ shall be engraved on the bells of
the horses. The pots in the Lord’s house shall be like the
bowls before the altar. Yes, every pot in Jerusalem and
Judah shall be holiness to the Lord of hosts.” We have
already considered the middle portion of this passage. This
chapter will be about the first and the last aspects. “Holiness
to the Lord” shall be engraved on the bells of the horses.
Horses here represent the outdoor activities. Horses are used
in battlefields and harvest fields. We read that all the pots
in Jerusalem also shall be holy to the Lord. These cooking
vessels speak of our domestic affairs. Thus we are called to
be holy in our activities and works both inside and outside
our homes.

73 74



We generally divide work as secular and sacred. That is,

what we do for earning money and what we do to serve

God. This differentiation is not valid in the light of the

Scriptures. There’s no “secular” work for a Christian.

Everything about him is to be spiritual. This is what we

read in 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Whether you eat or drink, or

whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” Even though

eating or drinking is for our physical needs, God expects

that we do these also for His glory. After mentioning “eating

or drinking,” the Apostle adds, “whatever you do!” May be

you are cooking; taking an outdoor photograph; painting a

picture; cleaning the floor; mowing the lawn; washing dishes

in a restaurant; working as an office assistant, an engineer,

a doctor, a nurse, a teacher, or whatever! You must do

everything for the glory of God. The 32nd verse says, “Give

no offense, either to the Jews or to the Greeks or to the

Church of God.” Those who are born again among Jews or

Greeks are members of the Church of God. This means that

we must not be an offense to anyone whether he is inside or

outside the Church. In verse 33 Paul testifies, “I please all

men in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit

of many that they may be saved.”

I left my engineering profession to serve God fulltime in

1975. People like me are called “fulltime” workers. But you

go to work to earn. I would like to call you as “all-time

workers!” That’s all the difference. All of us are supposed to

be all-time workers for Christ, whether we work among Jews

or Gentiles or believers in Christ. This understanding

motivates us to maintain holiness in all places, among all

people, in all situations.

There are no tiers among God’s people as fulltime workers

and non-fulltime workers. There’s no such teaching in the

Bible. Some of those mightily used by God in Bible history

have not been fulltime workers according to our definition.

Even Paul was not a fulltimer. Whatever may be your work

or field, and wherever you may work, your primary calling

is to glorify God. Yes, whether they are the bells on the horses

for outdoor work, or the pots used for domestic purposes,

on them should be written “Holiness to the Lord.”

I mentioned that I worked as a building Engineer before

entering what’s called fulltime Christian service. Now its

about 20 years that I am in the fulltime ministry. I would

like to share with you here what I have learnt from the Bible,

from men of God, and from my own experience. These are

not Ten Commandments but ten exhortations. They are

highly important, because these are Biblical and proved in

the anvil of experience.

1. Be brisk.

Be brisk because laziness is wickedness. We read about

the Parable of Talents in Matthew 25:14-30. A business

man, when he left for a distant land, entrusted three of his

servants with five talents, two talents and one talent

according to their trading ability. The five-talented servant

earned another five, and the two-talented man earned

another two. But the single-talented man simply kept it safe

and brought it to the owner when he returned. Do you know

how this servant was addressed? “You wicked and lazy

servant!” (v26). Laziness for a Christian is wickedness.

Laziness cannot be brushed aside; it’s to be severely rebuked

and punished.
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There’s a story about men from various countries going
to Heaven. An American who went there was asked by God,
“Why did you come here?” He replied, “I wanted to go beyond
the moon and the galaxies.” Then a Britisher, a Russian,
an Egyptian and so on. Each one was asked the same
question and they gave various answers. Finally a Tamilian

from India went there. When God asked him the same
question, he answered, “Nothing specific!” Beloved, you
cannot be like this in any part of your life. A Christian cannot
be so vague. He cannot waste time. He cannot speak or do
anything for nothing.

Be brisk. Spending time wastefully is wickedness before
God. You know why? The Lord God is always at work. He
works more than anyone. During His ministry Jesus once
healed a man who was sick for thirtyeight years. That was

a Sabbath day. The Jews were terribly upset and asked
Him why He healed someone on that day. Look at John
5:17 for the answer Jesus gave them: “My Father has been
working until now, and I have been working.” They were
talking about rest, but Jesus about work. In other words,
God has been working on the Sabbath day also. He of course
ended His work of “creation” on the seventh day, but He
was not idling on that day (Gen 2:1-3). God neither slumbers
not sleeps (Psa 121:4). God is always at work. When the
Father finishes His work the Son takes the baton and does
His part. After the Son finishes His work on earth, the Holy

Spirit takes over and continues it. Our God is always
working. Catch this spirit in your life.

A Communist challenged Christians as follows: “You
Christians would never win. We the Communists only will
make it, because you are lazy. For eight hours I work for

my party; for another eight hours I earn for my party; the
remaining eight hours I dream about my party!” Beloved,
such words must awaken and challenge us. Each of us must
become an action man or action woman. These are stirring
words. Do we realize that what Jesus completed in three
and a half years, and what the Apostles did in two years, we
are not able to accomplish in two thousand years?

We mistakenly think that Jesus started to work only at
the age of thirty. His public ministry started at thirty, but
He started working towards the growth of the knowledge of
God and the Scriptures much earlier. He was a Wood-worker
for eighteen years and a Wonder-worker for three and a
half years only. Right now (1993) there are over 175 fulltime
missionaries in the Blessing Youth Mission in India. I keep
closely watching how they perform. I keep on one side those
who have come to the fulltime ministry after working
elsewhere in a factory or a school or a hospital. On the other
side I keep those who join as missionaries straight after
their schooling  or college education. The first group always
fares better. Why? Those in the first group have got used to
submit to authority, obey orders, maintain discipline, and
so on. They know what’s work and what’s submission. But
it’s always difficult for us leaders to implant these concepts
in the minds of those belonging to the second group. What
I try to stress here is this: Christians must be known for
briskness; there must be no place for laziness in any area
of their life.

Apostle Paul wrote so much to the Thessalonian
Christians about the Return of the Lord. Each of the five
chapters of the First Epistle ends with a reference to Second
Coming. The recipients misunderstood Paul’s emphasis and
became negligent in daily work. They were only thinking of
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flying away! The Second Epistle was written to correct this
trend. For example, look at 2 Thesalonians 3:7,8, “You
yourselves know how you ought to follow us, for we were
not disorderly among you; nor did we eat anyone’s bread
free of charge, but worked with labour and toil night and
day that we might not be a burden to any of you.” We don’t
work sufficiently even during daytime. Look at the Apostles.
They laboured at nights also. They had to preach during
daytime, and they chose night hours to work for earning
bread. If they had to preach only in the afternoons, they
would have been involved in their tentmaking work in the
forenoons. That’s why perhaps they say, “night and day”
and not “day and night!” Not just working but toiling!

In 2 Thessalonians 3:10,11, the Apostle sorrows over a
condition that prevailed in that Church: “Even when we
were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not
work, neither shall he eat. For we hear that there are some
who walk among you in a disorderly manner, not working
at all, but are busybodies.” These believers stopped working.
They thought they were busy preparing themselves and
others for the Second Coming. Beloved, the most appropriate
preparation for Christ’s Return is to faithfully continue the
work assigned to us. One day John Wesley (1703-1791)
was tending his garden. Someone asked him what he would
do if Christ were to come the next moment. Wesley softly
replied, “I will finish mowing my lawn!” The Bible does not
say that two men would be on the pulpit; and one would be
taken up and the other would be left behind. Rather, two
men would be ploughing in the field; and one would be taken
up and the other left behind (Lk 17:36). Again the Bible
does not say that two women would be in a prayer meeting;
and one would be taken up and the other left behind. Rather,

two women would be grinding in the kitchen; and one would

be taken up and the other left behind (v35). Dear brothers,

if you are ploughing the field, please continue; you will be

taken up. Dear sisters, if you are grinding the flour, please

continue; you will be taken up. See what Paul continues in

2 Thessalonians 3:12, “Now those who are such (disorderly

and busybodies) we command and exhort through our Lord
Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own

bread.” Don’t be frivolous but faithful in your work. Yes,

holiness in work first of all means briskness.

2. Be honest.

There are several commandments in the Old Testament

that we must be honest and truthful in all our dealings in

business matters. Take for example, Leviticus 19:35,36, “You

shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length,

weight or volume. You shall have just measure: I am the

Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.”
I feel ashamed to narrate before you what my dad used to

say. He was in Srilanka for a while. Many South Indians,

especially Tamilians, were there during that time in this

island. My dad used to tell us how they would cheat the

Singalese in measuring grains and cloth. They wanted to

make quick money. I accept this blame on us who hail from

this region. Many of these businessmen became bankrupt

soon after they returned to India. If you are dishonest in

business, you will have to pay for it some day. Never forget

God’s call to keep just balances, just weights and just

measures. The reason God gives is, “I am the Lord!” Nothing

is hidden from His sight. “A false balance is an abomination
to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight” (Prov 11:1).

Don’t forget this text in your business dealings.
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John the Baptist at Jordan thundered, “Repent; for the
Kingdom of God is near!” (Mt 3:1,2). People from all over
Judea came to him to confess their sins and be baptized by
him. He called them to bring forth “fruits of repentance” (Lk
3:8). They didn’t understand what he actually meant. So
they asked him, “What should we do then?” (10). The tax-
collectors and the soldiers also asked the same question.
John was forthright in his answer: “Don’t collect more than
what’s due. Don’t take bribe. Don’t give place to corruption.”
Yes, this is what John meant by “fruits of repentance.” This
is holiness at work.

We need to hear such sermons again from our pulpits.
Each of you is called to be a personal soulwinner. You are
in direct contact with people around you. Don’t spread cheap
doctrine in the name of faith. Don’t entertian cheap stuff.
Salvation is free, but not cheap. If someone asks you what
he must do as proof of repentance, don’t tell him he needs
to do nothing. He must stop taking bribe. He must send
back the woman who is another man’s wife. If we fill our
pews with people who have never repented genuinely, that
would mean disaster for the Church. Be honest in your job
or business. Teach honesty and truthfulness to people.

3. Be sincere.

Sincerity in work is emphasized in Ephesians 6:5-9,
“Servants, be obedient to your masters, with fear and
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; not with
eyeservice, as menpleasers, but as servants of Christ, doing
the will of God from the heart, with good will doing service,
as to the Lord, and not to men” (vv5-7). Apostle Paul gave
this admonition to the slaves in those days. Slavery was in
practice then. Paul did not stir up the slaves to organize a

strike. That was not his ministry. On the other hand what
he said was, “If you are called to be a free citizen, be free. If
you are called to be a slave, be a slave. Whether you are free
or slave, you are a servant of Christ!” He addresses the slaves
as “servants” in verse 5, and he calls them as “servants of
Christ” in verse 6. This is what I said earlier. Whether or
not we are in fulltime Christian service, we are God’s servants
all the time. So our service must be “as to the Lord, and not
to men” (v7). A servant girl got converted. Here’s her
testimony: “Before my conversion, while brooming the floor
I would push the dust under the carpet. But now I throw it
into the dustbin.” This was the thrust in the Pastor’s sermon
next Sunday. This is fruit of repentance.

Punctuality is another aspect of sincerity in work. There
must be promptness in whatever job is assigned to us.
Punctuality is unknown to many Christians, especially to
many Pentecostals. They would sing ten songs before the
service commences. The singers would look at the Pastor.
He would ask them to sing two more songs because people
would still be coming. Beloved, this is not the order we must
maintain in the house of God. Whatever may be the job,
there must be promptness and punctuality. That’s the
beauty of holiness in work.

The exhortation in Ecclesiastes 9:10 is highly practical:
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for
there’s no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the
grave where you are going!” A beautiful text! This is the
final finding of the author in his life and work. Does anyone
work inside the grave? They all sleep in parallel lines. They
don’t turn this side or that. Dear youngster, whatever your
hand finds to do, do it with all your strength. A time will
come when you won’t be able to work. You will be boxed in
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a coffin. They will place a stone or a slab on it and erect a
cross with the inscription, “Rest In Peace” (RIP).
Unfortunately these words are already written on the
foreheads of several of us. Those in the grave are resting in
peace. But if we are not active in work, we will be rusting in
peace! I’m not exaggerating anything. Work, work and work!
Work until there’s breath in you. That’s the meaning of the
text, Ecclesiastes 9:10.

4. Be excellent.

Proverbs 22:29, “Do you see man who excels in his work?
He will stand before kings; he will not stand before obscure
men!”  This text was taught to me first by my school
Headmaster in 1962.  This is the only Bible verse he ever
quoted in the classroom. I thank God that this text got deeply
rooted in my mind. I can’t claim excellence in whatever I do;
but I certainly aim for excellence. I generally don’t get
satisfied until I feel I cannot improve that. I also use to review
any work after finishing it. That’s what God expects from
each of us because that’s His character. After His works of
creation, He didn’t leave them like that. He reviewed them
and was satisfied when He found them good (Gen
1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31). This seal of excellence was seen in
whatever Jesus did also. Following His teaching, His
miracles, and so on, folks exclaimed, “He has done all things
well” (Mk 7:37). You and I must receive the same testimony.
Yes, he who excels in his work will be promoted and
honoured.

 We meet a goldsmith in Exodus 31 who received the
anointing of the Holy Spirit to excel in his work. Look at the
Biblical narrative: “The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: See, I
have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri ... and I have

filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, understanding,
in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, to design
artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting
jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner
of workmanship” (vv1-5).

We meet a similar person in the Book of Daniel. He was
the godly Daniel. He was a high official in the Government.
This is the testimony about him: Dan 6:3, “Daniel
distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him!” God’s enablement
in us to excel in work is that “excellent spirit.” I don’t think
God has gifted everyone with equal wisdom and
understanding. To some He gives five talents, to others two,
and to others just one. But God expects you to excel with
whatever you have. God did not ask the two-talented man
who earned another two why he had not earned another
five like the five-talented man. It’s enough if the five-talented
man earns another five, and the two-talented man another
two, and the single-talented man just another one talent.
God has given to each of us a measure of wisdom and
understanding according to His sovereign will. He just
expects us to use them to the best of our ability and fulfil
whatever is committed to us.

Let’s say you are doing something specific. What should
you do if you think you are not wise enough for that work?
The answer is in James 1:5,6, “If any one of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and
without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a
wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.” We quote
this passage in various contexts. For example, we apply this
passage when we pray for physical healing. But when we
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need wisdom to tackle a difficult job, we don’t remember
these verses. We simply resign saying that’s all we can do.
But that’s not the Biblical teaching.

Casualness at work is commonplace among Indians. A
very sad incident comes to my mind. A few years ago,
Mahabharatham was telecast in one of our TV channels. It
was superb from the technical point of view. Then there
was a weekly telecast of Ramayana on Sundays. Because it
was in the forenoon, several Christians cut the Sunday
Service to watch this telecast. The recording was so good.
Students watched it with enthusiasm because it was in their
syllabus. Similarly there were also certain Islamic telecasts.
Overcoming many obstacles a programme called “Bible” was
also telecast. It went on reguarly for seven or eight weeks
only. Then it stopped and was telecast again after a couple

of weeks. On enquiry I came to know that the Christians
who did the recording were not prompt in supplying the
episodes to the telecasters. What a shame! What will our
non-Christian friends think of us? You may not understand
how much I was pained over this as an Indian Christian
preacher. Don’t we have a God who gives us wisdom to excel
in our work? Don’t we know that promptness is a Biblical
virtue? I am sorry to say that we Christians are like this in
so many other areas also. The Indian Christian periodicals
are an example. Shall we repent of our lethargy and
casualness so we may excel in work?

Be a Daniel wherever you are. Daniel excelled among
many officials because of God’s Spirit in him. Be a Bezaleel
to excel among all goldsmiths, silversmiths and blacksmiths.
Ask God for wisdom. Daniel was not in Jerusalem. He was
exiled to Babylon. Babylon was famous for art, culture and

handwork. The Chaldeans were known for their wisdom

and literature. Nevertheless Daniel and his three friends,

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, excelled them all in the

foreign land. Another example is Joseph. He was a slave in

Egypt. He did not stand before obscure men but before the

King. Pray like this: “O God, make me a better nurse, a

better carpenter, a better driver, a better student, and above

all a better man!”  Endeavour to become better everyday.

This is how you can experience holiness at work.

5. Be submissive.

1 Peter 2:18-20, “Servants, be submissive to your masters

with all fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the

harsh. For this is commendable, if because of conscience

toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. For what

credit is it, if when you are beaten for your faults, you take

it patiently? But when you do good and suffer for it, if you

take it patiently, this is commendable before God.” We have

no problem in obeying gentle and reasonable leaders and

authorities. But it is definitely a challenge to be willingly

obedient to harsh leaders.

While working as a building engineer in a hospital (1971-

1975), I had a problem. Only doctors and not engineers will

be the administrators in hospitals. These doctors at times

would like to do the engineers’ job also. With our draftsmen

we engineers would have completed drawing the plan of a

building. We would have just gone out during teabreak.

One doctor would enter the engineering department, erase

a few lines from the drawing and make changes in the plan.

The worst thing is that he won’t tell us what he did when

we were away! This is against professional ethics and I could

85 86



not take it. Suppose a surgeon has operated on a patient.
Can I enter the ward in the doctor’s absence and put another
bandage? Will he tolerate it? If the medical profession is so
sacred to a doctor, the engineering profession is so to an
engineer.

One day I picked up a quarrel with a surgeon who was a
senior administrator. I told him, “Sir, I am hurt by what
you have done on my drawing. I am ready to obey you. If
you want any changes, please tell me. I will incorporate it. I
will instruct the draftsman or the mason or the carpenter.
Kindly don’t bypass me.” It was rather a heated argument.
I was not bothered to fight with him because I could even
find a better job elsewhere with my qualification. In this
instance I behaved only like an engineer and not as a
Christian. The surgeon was shocked. No one would have
ever quarrelled with him like that. He then went into the
operation theatre. I experienced literal hell until he returned
after about three hours. I rushed to his office and profusely
apologised to him. He politely offered me a seat and asked
me what made me to come to him so brokenhearted. It was
an opportunity to testify briefly how I live under the lordship
of Christ and how I would like to maintain a clear conscience.
From that incident he became a good friend of mine.

After a year or two I decided to leave my job to enter
fulltime Christian ministry. When I gave that doctor my
resignation letter, he told me, “Stanley, you can come back
anytime. The job will be yours even without an interview!”
Dear brothers and sisters, whether your authorities are fair
or not, kind or harsh, you must obey them. Even if injustice
is meted out to you, take it patiently. The Joseph of old did
not argue, “I didn’t entice your wife; she only forced me!” If
the King sends you to prison, go submitting to his authority.
The King of kings will reverse it.

Apostle Paul’s admonition in 1 Timothy 6:1 is timeless:
“Let as many servants as are under the yoke count their
own masters worthy of all honour, so that the name of God
and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.” Those days there
were believers among slaves as well as among masters.
Suppose your boss is a believer, don’t casually enter his
room with words like, “Praise the Lord, brother! How are
you?” No, meet him with respectful greeting, “Good morning,
sir!”

I know a senior Government official who was led to Christ
by one of our missionaries. He was the General Manager of
a Central Government project. He had so many engineers
under him. He sat on the mat with others when he came to
our cottage prayer meetings. He won’t even accept a chair.
He would freely shake hands with the believers and greet
them. His driver would drop him and pick him up in a car.
A problem arose. Some of his employees used to attend this
prayer meeting. These employees started greeting him aloud
in office corridors saying, “Praise the Lord, brother!” They
would enter his office without permission. Such acts
bothered the officer. He politely sent a letter to our leaders,
“Sorry, I won’t attend your meetings hereafter. By seeing
how our believers behave with me in the office, I may be
blamed for partiality.” He more or less backslided. But by
the timely ministry of another servant of God he was
restored. It is with such things in mind Apostle Paul wrote
to Timothy, “Those servants who have believing masters,
let them not despise them because they are brothers, but
rather serve them because those who are benefitted are
believers and beloved. Teach and exhort these things” (1
Tim 6:2). You may wonder why I speak about all these things
under the study of the subject of “Holiness to the Lord.”
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These practical exhortations are not given from our pulpits.
Paul said, “Teach and exhort these things.” Dear Pastor,
don’t assume things. Don’t neglect to teach the believers
how to behave not only in the house of God but also in the
workspot.

Be submissive to higher authorities with reverence. If they
are unjust and are not able to understand things properly,
first obey them and then pray for them. Why? “To obey is
better than sacrifice!” If you pray after you obey, your reward
in Heaven will be great.

6. Be pleasant.

I have to again refer to Joseph and Daniel as examples.
Read Genesis 40. Joseph was in prison. “The butler and
the baker of the King of Egypt, who were confined in the
prison, dreamed a dream, both of them, each man’s dream
in one night and each man’s dream with its own
interpretation. And Joseph came in to them in the morning
and looked at them, and saw that they were sad. So he
asked them, why do you look so sad today?” (vv5-7). Can
anyone be happy in the prison? But when Joseph saw his
prison inmates sad, he did not ignore it. Rather he made a
loving enquiry. What a sweet nature! When we see a
colleague in our workspot with a sad face, what we normally
think is, “I have my own problems piled up. Why bother
about another man’s?” Don’t be like that. Just a loving
question like, “Why are you sad?” will bring tears in his
eyes. Next time you see someone sad in your office, don’t
ignore him but ask these simple questions. If Joseph could
make a loving enquiry even inside a prison, can’t we make
such enquiries in our workspot? Joseph’s concern opened
up a ministerial door for him. A simple question may provide
an opportunity for a glorious ministry.

The example of Daniel is in his first chapter. See how
wisely and gently he talked to the official above him
concerning foodstuff. “Daniel purposed in his heart that he
would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s
delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he
requested of the chief of the enuchs that he might not defile
himself” (v8). What’s to be noted here is that Daniel
“requested.” You may have religious sentiments; but we
must not lose our virtues in a secular world. Daniel would
have asked, “Please permit me.” The result? “Now God had
brought Daniel into the favour and good will of the chief of
enuchs” (v9). I am sure the chief was pleased with the
manner in which Daniel made his request. The chief replied
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who has appointed your
food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking
worse than the young men who are your age? Then you
would endanger my head before the king” (v10). Daniel
replied, “Please test your servants for ten days, and let them
give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then let our
countenances be examined before you, and the
countenances of the young men who eat the portion of the
king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your
servants” (vv12,13). See the politeness in Daniel’s language.
Impressed with the sincerity of his request, the chief
“consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten
days” (v14). Even though it was risky on the part of the
chief, he complied with Daniel’s request. I honestly believe
that it was because of the politeness the chief noticed in
Daniel’s approach.

When you get ready to go for work, and stand before the
mirror, please check whether you have put on “smile!” I
saw a documentary of Mother Teresa. After visiting the
destitutes and the sick in one of her Homes of Charity in
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Poland, she got into her car. A senior sister was there to
wave her off. She asked Mother Teresa, “Is there anything
specific you would like to tell the young sisters in the Home?”
With her characteristic smile the Mother replied, “Ask them
to put on a smile always!” You know why she said so? Those
in that Home were unwanted elderly, accident victims,
disabled children, mentally retarded, babies recovered from
dustbins, and so on. Can you pleasantly serve these people
day after day, week after week, and sometimes for long years?
Unless the staff in this Home maintain a sweet spirit, such
a ministry is impossible. Someone said, “The shortest
distance between two individuals is a smile!” Beloved, make
sure you always cross this short distance.

7. Be helpful.

Help the weak. Never despise anyone. Here’s a pres-
cription in 1 Thessalonians 5:14, “We exhort you, brothers,
warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold
the weak, be patient with all.” Don’t look down upon those
in crises. If you show mercy today, you will receive mercy at
the hour of your need. Because, “judgment is without mercy
to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over
judgment” (Js 2:13). Let’s remind ourselves of what Jesus
has taught: “Blessed are the merciful; for they shall obtain
mercy” (Mt 5:7).

We can understand people’s condition reasonably by
looking at their faces. If you come across someone with a
sad face, do make an enquiry and help him. Sometime or
other each of us will get into some crisis or other. This is an
open secret. We would be longing for a straw at such an
hour. If you had been merciful to people all along, God would
definitely show you His mercy when you are sinking.

Some folks are basically kind and helpful. Others should
grow this character. Weep with those who weep. Sorrow
with the sorrowful. Aquaint with the downtrodden. God will
be pleased with you. Suppose you desire to help someone
who has got into difficulty because of his sin, there would
arise a question in your mind as to what people would think
if you help that person. At such times remember Jesus.
Though He was equal with God He became a servant to
identify with you and me. He didn’t send word to John the
Baptist to come to where He was and baptize Him. He
Himself went to John. When He was walking on this earth,
He was not thinking of His prestige as the Son of God. He
came to John like others. He joined the queue of sinners by
River Jordon. It was John who introduced Him to the people,
“Behold, the Lamb of God which takes away the sin of the
world!” (Jn 1:29). Therefore beloved, never hesitate to identify
with the weak, suffering, neady and those in crises.

The Bible makes it quite clear that anyone who has not
shown mercy will face merciless judgment. Is it not terrible?
Who would like it? We saw that “mercy triumphs over
judgment.” God will remember our acts of mercy when we
stand before the judgment seat. We will have to account for
our sins of commission as well as our sins of omission. Be
helpful to your coworkers at workspot. God is pleased with
such sacrifices, because these bring glory to His Name.

8. Be godly.

 The midwives of Egypt, whom we meet in Exodus
1:16,17, stand as tall examples of maintaining the fear of
God in our profession whatever. Though there was a
Government Order that all male babies must be killed at
birth, the midwives protected these innocent babies because
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“they feared God.” The result? “Because the midwives feared
God, that He provided households for them” (v21). It’s our
bounden duty to obey the government and all civil
authorities (Rom 13:1,2). But we must boldly refuse to obey
any order that would compel us to worship idols, stop
evangelizing, embrace immoral and ungodly practices.
Daniel disobeyed the law against praying (Dan 6:10-22). He
stood with God, and God stood with him (v22). He was
sincere and faithful in his work also (vv4,5). The early
apostles disobeyed the law which forbade gospel preaching
(Acts 4:18-20).

At the same time don’t be preaching all the time in office
or factory. But whenever an opportunity arises, hesitate
not to say, “This is of God,” as Joseph said so often (Gen
41:15,16,37,38). That’s practical wisdom. The way Joseph
handled the sexual temptation he faced at workspot is
marvellous. He fled away from the scene saying, “How can I
do this great wickedness, and sin against God?” (Gen 39:11-
13). Blessed are those who are dismissed from jobs or not
promoted because they refused to compromise (1 Pet 3:16)!

9. Be content.

There’s nothing wrong in having ambitions to reach
heights. But overambitiousness will land you in trouble. Be
satisfied in the position God has placed you. Don’t murmur.
Remind yourself often that it is God who has kept you there.
Remember, no one can lift you up to a place God has not
meant for you, nor can anyone bring you down from where
God has placed you. Promotion comes from God. Psalm
75:6,7, “Exaltation comes neither from the east not from
the west nor from the south. But God is the Judge: He puts
down one, and exalts another.”

In a world where millions are denied of their basic needs,
if we have food and clothing, let’s be content. Because, “we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can
carry nothing out” (1 Tim 6:7,8). The golden rule is,
“Godliness with contentment is great gain” (v6).

10. Be joyful.

Tension, sorrow, depression and the like are simply too
common these days. These things paralyse us lest we excel
in work. Nehemiah was in a highly responsible position
before the king. He was a happy worker. But the king noticed
some sadness on his face one day (Neh 2:1,2). Beloved, we
read in this same book that the joy of the Lord is our strength
(8:10).

Only the children of God can maintain joy and peace in
all trying situations. What a challenge this is for us who
work with people without joy and gladness! Our coworkers
must be refreshed even if they spend a few minutes with
us. Otherwise there’s nothing great in what we claim to
have received from Jesus as “His” peace and “His” joy.

If we follow the ten exhortations explained in this chapter,
we will function in our workspot as horses with the bells
carrying the inscription, “Holiness to the Lord!”

(Watch the DVDs containing the 2-hour Talk of the author,
titled, “Why has God kept you there?”, English-Telugu
and English-Malayalam, and the 5-hour Talk titled,

“How not to Work,” English-Tamil.)
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8

 Holiness in Witnessing

When we meditate the Word of God, the hand of the holy

Father God is on us. As we see on the pages of the Bible,

the holy Son of God stands as the perfect Model. The

indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit enables us to maintain

holiness in all areas of life.

We now move into the fourth area where holiness must

be manifested. That is “witnessing.” While dwelling on this

subject, we must avoid two extremes. There are those who

talk all the time about Christian ministry, but they don’t

give enough attention to raise their standard of life. The

other section will keep on speaking about holiness,

sanctification, purity, perfection and so on, but will neglect

ministry. One group spends all its time in ministry leaving

no time to attend to its own vineyard. The other group spends

all its time taking care of its vineyard caring little about the

outsiders. Because the truth lies in between, both extremes

must be avoided.

I believe that sanctification and ministry must go hand
in hand. Take for example, what Apostle Paul wrote to young
Timothy: 2 Tim 2:20,21, “In a great house there are not
only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay,
some for honour and some for dishonour. Therefore if
anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel
for honour, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared
for every good work.”

The Church of God is a great house. Each believer is a
vessel. Some vessels are made of gold, some of silver, some
of wood, some of clay. Being a clay pot is not inferior. Being
a wooden pot is not valueless. Being a golden pot is not
supreme. Each vessel has its own usage. The golden or silver
vessel cannot be used for the purpose for which the wooden
or clay pot is used. Each type of vessel has specific usage. I
don’t know whether I am a silver vessel or a wooden vessel.
I don’t need to know it. Whatever material I am made of, my
greatest privilege is that I am a useful vessel in God’s great
house.

What is your ministry? Whatever material you may be
made of, gold, silver, wood or clay, you must be a “clean”
vessel. If you are a clean vessel you will be useful to the
Master for any good work. Therefore, beloved, don’t be
worried about the type of ministry you are called to. Some
are called for spectacular mininstries whereas others are
assigned simple tasks. Some are  called to preach from the
pulpit of the Church, whereas others are given the work of
cleaning of toilets in the Church compound. Differences in
calling do not matter. No member in the Church is superior
or inferior to the other. God has given responsibilities to
each of us according to His sovereign wisdom, will and
purpose.
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Each organ in the body is important. Some organs like

eyes, lips and nose can be seen. These have their respective

functions. But you cannot see my heart, liver, lungs, bowels,

brain, kidneys and the like. Though they cannot be seen,

they are so vital. Therefore, beloved, never think that the

spectacular ministries are greater than the hidden ones.

More often than we think, the hidden parts are more

important than the visible ones. Each of you is a worker in

God’s house. You are called to be His witnesses. There may

be differences in the measure of gifting. It is not what type

of ministry that you are called to, or what size is the work

assigned to, that is important; but whether you are a clean

vessel or not.

It’s sad we emphasize ministry over personal holiness

these days. We have more literature and CDs on the Gifts of

the Spirit than the Fruit of the Spirit. Charisma and not

character takes centrestage. Our books and magazines are

filled with articles on ministerial methods rather than on

the pathway of holiness. Our seminars are more about power

than purity. I have access to many Christian periodicals

published around the globe. What’s advertised more are

the Gifts of the Spirit Seminars, Prophecy Seminars, Power

Seminars and Faith Seminars.  Hardly do we come across

Fruit of the Spirit Seminars. Unconsciously we have pushed

aside the subjects of holiness, righteous living, Christian

virtues, etc. We mistakenly think that Christians already

abound in the fruit of the Spirit, and what they primarily

need now is teachings on the gifts of the Spirit. This is

absurd. We have not turned even the opening pages of the

book on the Fruit of the Spirit.

It is the condition of our heart that determines everything
relating to ministry. Because, it is from the heart that good
or bad proceeds. If your heart is right, your actions will be
right. Let me explain this by a few examples. A sad example
is King Rehoboam about whom we read in 2 Chronicles
12:14, “He did evil because he did not prepare his heart to

seek the Lord.” The root cause of his failure was in his heart.
In 2 Chronicles 17:16 we meet King Jehoshaphat who is a
good example. “His heart took delight in the ways of the
Lord; moreover he removed the high places and wooden
images from Judah.” The secret of Jehoshaphat’s good deeds
was his upright heart. This is what Jesus taught in Luke
6:45, “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart
brings forth good.” In this single sentence the word “good”
comes thrice. Good man, good treasure, good things.
Contrarily, “An evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart
brings forth evil.” Evil, evil, evil!

We meet several men in the Bible who received the
cleansing experience before they started their ministry —

1. Moses

Exodus 3:4,5, “When the Lord saw that Moses turned
aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush
and said, Moses, Moses! And he said, Here I am. Then He
said, Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off
your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.”

2. Joshua

The Lord did to Joshua what He did to Moses. Joshua

5:13-15, “When Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his
eyes and looked, and behold a Man stood opposite him with
His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him
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and said to Him, Are You for us or for our adversaries? So
He said, No, but as Commander of the Army of the Lord I
have now come. And Joshua fell on his face to the earth
and worshipped, and said to Him, What does my Lord say
to His servant? Then the Commander of the Lord’s army
said to Joshua, Take your sandal off your foot, for the place
where you stand is holy. And Joshua did so.”

3. Isaiah

We are quite familiar with the sanctification experience
of Prophet Isaiah. God cleansed him before sending him
forth for His special task. Read Isaiah 6:5-9. “Then I said:
Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts. Then one of
the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which
he had taken with the tongs from the altar. And he touched
my mouth with it, and said: Behold, this has touched your
lips; your iniquity is taken away, and your sin purged.
Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: Whom shall I
send, and who will go for Us? Then I said, Here am I ! Send
me. And He said, Go and tell this people.”

4. Peter

Apostle Peter had  a similar experience as we read in
John 13:3-8, ”Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all
things into His hands, and that He had come from God and
was going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His
garments, took a towel and girded Himself. After that He
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’
feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was
girded. Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to
Him, Lord, are you washing my feet ? Jesus answered and

said to him, What I am doing you do not understand now,
but you will know after this. Peter said to Him, You shall
never wash my feet! Jesus answered him, If I do not wash
you, you have no part with Me.”

5. Jesus Christ

Our Lord also testified about sanctification for service.
He said, “For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also
may be sanctified by the truth” (Jn 17:18,19).

Moses, remove your sandals! Joshua, remove your
sandals! Isaiah, your lips are sanctified! Peter, allow your
feet to be washed! Why? I send you to carry the Good News
on beautiful feet. Isaiah 52:7, “How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who
proclaims peace!” God desired to beautify their feet before
sending them forth on His mission. Truth and righteousness
will beautify the feet of those who carry good news.
Ephesians 6:14,15, “Stand therefore, having girded your
waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of
righteousness.” After embracing the life of truth and
righteousness, wear the shoes of peace. Be a vessel of honour
for the Master’s use.

We can proclaim holiness only to the extent we practise
it. We can emphasize holiness in our preaching only to the
extent we exercise it in our life. This world is evil, unclean
and ungodly. God has called us to prepare a people who
would be holy unto Him.

If we are to prepare a people holy unto the Lord, we must
first of all prepare ourselves. The saintly Robert Murray
McCheyne (1813-1843) used to say, “A holy man is an
awesome weapon in the hands of God.” You cannot raise
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the level of holiness of someone above yours. Our disciples
can reach only our level of holiness. This is what Jesus
said: Luke 6:40, “A disciple is not above his teacher, but
everyone who is perfectly trained will be like his teacher.”
Yes, holy servants of God will raise holy people of God. Let’s
look at some New Testament passages which teach this
truth —

Romans 2:17-24

“Indeed you are called a Jew, and rely on the Law, and
make your boast in God, and know His will, and approve
the things that are excellent, being instructed out of the
Law, and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the
blind, a light to those who are in darkness, an instructor of
the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form of knowledge
and truth in the Law” (vv17-20).

If you want a definition for a soulwinner, you cannot find
a better passage than this! The Christian who depends on
God’s Word and boasts in Him is a soulwinner. He
understands the will of God. He appreciates that which is
good. He examines himself so he might be approved unto
God. He has a conviction that he can be a guide to those
who are spiritually blind. He knows that he is a lighthouse
for those in darkness. He teaches wisdom to the foolish. He
is an instructor of the ignorant. He has enough of the
knowledge of truth in order to teach people. This is an
excellent portrait of a soulwinner who witnesses for Christ.

Let’s move on to the verses that follow: “You, therefore,
who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who
preach that a man should not steal, can you steal? You
who say, Do not commit adultery, can you commit adultery?
You who abhor idols, can you rob temples? You who make

your boast in the Law, can you dishonour God through
breaking the Law? For the name of God is blasphemed
among the Gentiles because of you, as it is written” (vv21-
24).

What’s the sum and substance of these questions? God
challenges the soulwinner, “Do you practise what you
preach?” Beloved preacher friends, keep this challenge
always in your mind: “Preach what the Bible teaches; and
practise what you preach.” This twofold statement must be
imprinted on our hearts. The principles we teach people
must be first of all applied in our own life.

Apostle Paul refers to this truth in his second Epistle to
Timothy: 2 Tim 2:6, “The hardworking farmer must be first
to partake of the crops.” Before sharing the fruit of the
harvest with others, the farmer should first eat of it. What
does this illustration teach us? Before you can share the
benefits of your Bible Study with others, you must first be
blessed and benefitted by it. This is the meaning of the
Jewish proverb, “Physician, heal yourself first!” Think of a
bald man advertising hair oil!

It’s a mockery if we expect our hearers to do what we
preach and we ourselves cannot practise. It will be a fruitless
endeavour. You may of course preach certain truths, but
people may not be truly edified. We have so many doctrines
and philosophies prevalent in Christendom today. But you
would have observed that most of them do not benefit us.
But if we practise the truths and then preach to the people,
God confirms His Word. That was Apostle Paul’s testimony:
2 Tim 4:17, “The Lord stood with me and strengthened me,
so that the message might be preached fully through me.”
We must expect the same thing in our ministry whether it’s
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pulpit preaching or personal witnessing. It’s told about the
first generation disciples, “They went out and preached
everywhere, the Lord working with them and confirming
the Word through the accompanying signs” (Mk 16:20). If
we expect God to confirm what we preach, we must identify
ourselves with the message.

The Word of God is a double-edged sword. Before it can
penetrate into the hearts of the hearers, it should work
deeply in the preacher. Remember, everytime you point a
finger towards the congregation, three fingers point towards
you!

 Romans 15:5-9; Philippians 2:14-16

“May the God of patience and comfort grant you to be
likeminded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus,
that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore receive one

another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.
Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the
circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might glorify God
for His mercy as it is written: For this reason I will confess
to You among the Gentiles, and sing to Your name” (Rom
5:5-9).

Apostle Paul brings in Jesus as an example of preachers
to the Gentiles. The truth he emphasizes in the above

passage is this: Just as Christ has accepted us for the
proclamation of the Gospel to the glory of God, we must
also accept one another and raise an united voice for the
Gospel. I don’t think there’s place for independent ministry
in the New Testament. There’s nothing like Peter’s ministry,

John’s ministry or Paul’s ministry independently. It’s always

Peter and John, Paul and Barnabas, Paul and Silas, or

Barnabas and Mark jointly. May be in the Old Testament

there was an Elijah, Isaiah or Jeremiah standing

independently. But this pattern is totally changed as we

move into the Church era.

We accept Acts of the Apostles as the textbook for New

Testament evangelism. You will invariably find a “team”

ministry in it. In the Old Testament, God’s people were

compared to a nation or an army; but never to a body. The

body concept is exclusively for the new dispensation. This

figure had been reserved for the New Testament Church.

The New Testament Church is not only a House, an Army,

a Team or a Fellowship, but it is also a Body comprising of

many organs. You can  pull out a stone, a brick, a scaffolding

or a lintel from a building. From any other figure you can

remove a few parts. But you cannot imagine pulling out an

organ from a body. That’s why Paul speaks about “one

mouth and one mind.” Beloved brothers and sisters, throw

away all quarrels and bitterness so you may maintain

holiness as witnesses for Christ. Keep the spirit of love and

unity at any cost. It’s worth making any sacrifice for this

unity.

Let’s look at the next passage: Philippians 2:14-16, “Do

all things without murmuring and disputing, that you may

become blameless and harmless children of God without

fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation,

among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast

the Word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ

that I have not run in vain or laboured in vain.”
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This world of darkness is our field. We the soulwinners
are the lights. The living Word of God in our hands is the
weapon. Only when we walk in holiness and blamelessness,
we can attract people and make an impact. That is, we
should do everything without murmuring and quarrel. A
divided Church is weak. I know how much divisions and
splits weaken the Church. Nothing saddens the heart of
God as a congregation when it splits. For the Pastor of the
congregation, it may even cause a massive heart attack.
Beloved, never ever entertain the idea of splitting a
congregation. There may be one hundred reasons why you
should separate yourself from a local Church; I will give
you one thousand reasons why you should not. Satan has
numerous destruction plans. He is known for his subtle
ways. There’s no equal for him attacking God’s people,
because he has millennia of experience. Even before the
first man committed the first sin, Satan had been there in
the portals of Heaven. He keeps on changing his strategies.
One of his most powerful acts is causing splits and divisions
in local congregations. Because, he pretty well knows that
a family or a city or a nation that’s divided against itself
shall not stand (Mt 12:25). In order to challenge us Jesus
points out that Satan is not divided against himself (v26).
Don’t forget, “United we stand; divided we fall!”

I firmly believe that finally the Church of Jesus Christ
will stand as a mighty army to defeat all the evil schemes of
Lucifer. Should we not work towards it in our generation?
Are not Christians of each generation responsible for the
non-Christians of that generation? Therefore I must do all
that’s possible to maintain unity in the team or fellowship
or Church in which God has placed me. I want to tell you
an open secret. There’s no perfect leader, perfect ministry

or perfect Church today. Don’t waste your time jumping

from one tree to the other like a monkey. Stay put where

you are; do what God expects of you; show love to your

fellow members; obey your leaders. The dry bones became

a dynamic battalion when God’s Spirit entered them (Ezek

37:10). Stand like this united against the powers of

darkness. Another brother or sister in your assembly is not

your enemy. We have only one enemy and that is Satan. He

has held people captive in sin and darkness for ages against

God’s purposes. The Bible says, “If you bite and devour one

another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!”

(Gal 5:15). God’s power and His glory have not been

manifested enough among non-Christians. The main reason

is that God does not endorse the activities of a Church which

is divided.

Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian Church about the

Gifts of the Spirit. But he emphasized that gifts without

love were useless. Read 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, “Though I

speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not

love, I have become as sounding brass or clanging cymbal.

And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all

mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so

that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I am

nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor,

and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love,

it profits me nothing.”

1 Corinthians 12,13 & 14 give us extensive teaching on

the Gifts of the Spirit. But the central purpose of this

teaching is to emphasize “unity in diversity.” Take for

example the 12th chapter —
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“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit” (v4).
“There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord” (v5).
“There are diversities of activities, but it is the same God
who works all in all” (v6). “To one is given the word of wisdom
through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through
the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to

another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another
discerning of spirits, to another different kinds of tongues,
to another interpretation of tongues. But one and the same
Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one
individually as He wills” (vv8-11).

When we come to verses 12 and 13, we read about “one
body.” “As the body is one and has many members, but all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body,

so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we  were all baptized into
one body and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”
In verse 25 we read, “The organs should have the same
care for one another.” The Corinthian Church had
experienced the anointing of the Spirit. It had all the gifts
mentioned in the Bible (1 Cor 1:7). But there were so many
conflicts and confusions in this Assembly. That’s why Paul
had to make them understand that it is one and the same
Spirit who works through various members and so they
must maintain unity and harmony.

I admire Acts 3:1, “Peter and John went to the temple
at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour.” It was difficult even
during the days of Jesus to bring Peter and John together.
They acted like rivals. Both of them were in the innermost
circle of Jesus. Temperamentally they were quite opposite
to each other. John was a son of thunder; and Peter was a

son of slumber. Peter could sleep anywhere for any length
of time. He was a relaxed person. He could sleep in the
garden. He could sleep in the prison. When the angel woke
him up, he stood up and continued sleeping. The angel asked
him to put on his garment properly and took him out. He
did sleepwalking. Until they came to the outermost gate of
the prison, he was only semiconscious!  Only after the angel
left him, he realized it was not a dream. See how God fused
together through His Spirit two different individuals. It was
the work of the fire of Pentecost. Peter needed John, and
John needed Peter. When Jesus called them, Peter was
fishing, and John was mending the nets. This reflected in
their ministries also. When Peter threw the net, he caught
3000 souls on the Day of Pentecost. When the Church
backslided, John came in the Book of Revelation with
messages of restoration. God expects each of us to work
together irrespective of our calling or gifting. One’s strength
will make up the other person’s weakness.

 2 Corinthians 5:9-11

“We make it our aim, whether present in the body or
absent, to be well-pleasing to the Lord. For we must all
appear before the Judgment Seat of Christ, that each one
may receive the things done in the body, according to what
he has done, whether good or bad. Knowing, therefore, the
terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are well known
to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences.”

It’s the awareness of the Judgment Seat of Christ that
inspires us to live holy, and exhort others to live so (vv9,11).
The Judgment Seat of Christ is not to decide whether we
are to go to heaven or hell. This is a place of rewards for
God’s people for their works. We therefore must bear in
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mind that all our soulwinning and ministerial activities shall
one day be weighed in the balance. We will have to give
account on that day for what all we did and what all we
should not have done in our ministries. That’s why “how”
we do God’s work is more important than “what” we do.
What matters is not the “size” but the “sort.” Not the quantity
but the quality. But these days the rat race in Christendom
is for numbers. So many attend our Sunday Service; how
many attend yours? If size is what matters, was the ministry
of Christ a success? Did not all forsake Him and flee (Mk
14:50)? Even Paul has to be deemed a failure. He himself
wrote, “All those in Asia have turned away from me” (2 Tim
1:15). Dear brothers and sisters, let’s die to such carnal
comparisons and competitions. If you don’t die to this at
the very beginning of your ministry, you will find it difficult
to slay this giant after your ministry grows.

Apostle Paul has stated clearly, “Let each one take heed
how he builds on the foundation that is already laid” (1 Cor
3:10). What is the material with which you build your
ministry? Gold, silver, precious stones, or simply wood and
hay? If you use just wood and hay, you may raise the
building fast. But it will become ashes on the day of
judgment. See what Jesus has foretold: Mt 7:22,23, “Many
will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in Your Name, cast out demons in Your Name, and done
many wonders in Your Name? And then I will declare to
them, I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practise
lawlessness.” We will be accepted only if we do God’s will
(v21). I would strongly recommend that you watch the video
message of Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994), titled, “Judgment
Seat of Christ.” It’s a fiery message from a senior prophet.
My thinking on so many issues got changed after I listened
to this message. Having known that day of the Lord’s terror,
we plead with men to reconcile with Him (2 Cor 5:10,11).

We must be careful not to use without reverence the grace
of God and His forgiving love. Let me serve an Old Testament
example here. There was a mighty prophet. His name was
Jonah. Do you know what he had understood about God?
He testified  “I know that You are a gracious and merciful
God, slow to anger and abundant in lovingkindness, One
who relents from doing harm” (Jon 4:2). Was it because of
this understanding that he was disobedient to God? Beloved,
receive not the grace of God in vain.

2 Corinthians 6:3,4; 7:2

“We give no offense in anything, that our ministry may
not be blamed. But in all things we commend ourselves as
ministers of God” (6:3,4). “Open your hearts to us. We have
wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have
defrauded no one” (7:2).

Hallelujah! This must be the testimony of every servant
of God. This is a life and ministry above reproach. Endeavour
to maintain a clear conscience in all areas of your life and
ministry (Acts 24:16). Let there be no questionable things.
It is our responsibility to keep our activities for God’s
Kingdom above any reproach. Don’t excuse yourself saying,
“Everyone does it!” A few years ago I wrote a personal letter
to one of the young ministers of God as to what all he should
avoid in the work of God. Do you know what happened? He
tore that letter and threw it into the dustbin. His argument
was, “Everybody does it including popular preachers. Why
should I avoid it?” If you keep asking such a question, your
ministry will end in disaster.

About five thousand pigs were grazing on a high
mountain. Suddenly they all came running down. There
was a piglet which asked her mother, “Where are we going?”
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She answered, “Keep quiet. We are going where everybody

is going.” There was another piglet which asked the same

question to an old pig. The answer was just the same. Finally

they all ran into the sea and perished. Five thousand may

be an underestimate. There might have been more. Next

time you hear a voice in your conscience which says,

“Everybody does it,” remember this was the conversation

between pigs when a legion of demonic spirits entered them

when Jesus drove them from two demon-possessed men in

Gadarenes!

Dare to stand away from the evil ways of the world! A

classic hymn by Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 —

Dare to be a Daniel;

Dare to stand alone!

Dare to have a purpose firm!

Dare to make them known!

Dare to swim against the tide like a Daniel, like a Joseph,

and like a Paul! It was pretty difficult to live so in Paul’s

time. But he said in Philippians 3:17-19, “Brothers, join in

following my example, and note those who walk, as you

have us for a pattern. For many walk, as I have told you

often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the

enemies of the Cross of Christ: whose end is destruction,

whose god is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame

— who set their mind on earthly things.” Paul did not say

this with a tone of triumph but with tears. Dare to be like

Paul! Dare to be like Timothy! See what Paul writes about

Timothy in this same Epistle: “I have no one likeminded

(like Timothy) who will sincerely care for your state” (2:20).

Why? Because, others “seek their own, not the things which

are of Christ Jesus” (v21). Comparing with the other

ministers of the Gospel, Paul gives this testimony about

Timothy. He stresses on Timothy’s sincerity and selflessness.

This is the greatest battle in each generation.

There’s a majority as well as a minority in the world’s

population. Sinners are the majority, and saints are the

minority. In the Church of God also there’s a majority and

a minority. The majority would say, “We are already baptized;

we have received the Holy Spirit. We will somehow reach

Heaven if we proceed in this speed.” But the minority would

say, “This is not enough. I want to go higher and higher,

deeper and deeper. I want to get closer and closer to my

Lord.” Now let’s come to the third group: evangelists and

preachers. There is a majority among them which ministers

for self-promotion, self-glory, and selfishness to build its

own empire. There is also a small group which hides itself

in order to exalt the Lord, and is committed to quality work.

So there’s always a majority and a minority in the world, in

the Church and among preachers. Twelve will go to spy out

the land. Ten spies make the majority; and the minority

has just two. But Caleb and Joshua would be in the minority

group. God testified, “My servant Caleb has a different spirit

in him and has followed Me fully” (Num 14:24).

God calls you to take your stand with minority. At every

juncture in life and ministry, you must make a choice

between God’s minority and the devil’s majority. The majority

chooses the broad way. It’s easy. It’s popular. But it leads

to destruction. The choice of the minority is the narrow path.

It’s difficult. But it leads to eternal life. Very few will find it.

God wants you to be one among those very few.
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1 Timothy 2:8

“I desire that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy
hands, without wrath and doubting.”

This text is commonly used in Churches to encourage
the people to lift up their hands and worship. Nothing wrong
with this application. But I believe that what Paul had in
mind was something like an open-air preaching where men
are encouraged to lift up their hands and pray. The context
as is seen from verse 1 to 7 is evangelism. For example, look
at verse 1:1, “I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men.”
The Apostle calls men to pray in public places, with their
hands lifted up, for God’s blessing and peace to flood into
communities. As a team stands in a street corner for Gospel
preaching, the male members are to lift up their hands and
pray for the passersby. George Whitefield (1714-1770) was
called the Prince of Open-air Preachers. It is said he would
offer a moving prayer for listeners both before and after his
open-air preaching. When folks see his earnestness in
pleading before God, they used to surrender themselves to
God right on the streets.

Brothers and sisters, our hands are the extension of the
hands of Jesus to bless this world. In a sense, all of us
Christians are prophets. As we have already seen, we stand,
as God’s priests and as people’s representatives, before God;
and as God’s representatives we stand as prophets before
men. As such, in the matter of evangelism, we function both
as priests and prophets at the same time. We are men who
stand in the gap so God might not destroy the land in His
anger. We stand in the gap to stop or delay the fiery judgment
of God. This is what is portrayed in lifting up of hands.

When can we say that our hands are “holy?” The apostle
gives the answer right in that verse. The hands lifted up
“without wrath and doubting” are holy. Once again we come
back to the importance of holy conduct among the people.
Only when our interpersonal relationships in the society
and the Church are right, we can expect our private or public
prayers to be answered. Next time you hand out a tract to a
non-Christian, do check whether your hands are holy; that
is, free from “blood.” Listen to what God spoke through
Isaiah: “When you spread out your hands, I will hide My
eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will
not hear. Your hands are full of blood” (Isa 1:15). Only a
murderer’s hands will be blood-stained. Here is Apostle
John’s definition of a murderer: 1 Jn 3:15, “Whoever hates
his brother is a murderer.” Prophet Isaiah drives home the
same point (Isa 1:16,17). Without living in peace with one
another in the Church we cannot proclaim the gospel of
peace to those outside.

In 1 Timothy 2, Paul continues in verses 9 and 10, a
specific exhortation to the womenfolk: “In like manner also,
that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or
pearls or costly clothing, but which is proper for women
professing godliness, with good works.” In the interpretation
of this passage so many Churches and fellowships are
divided. Let’s try to understand the context in which this
admonition was given. God desires all men to be saved; and
Paul urges us to pray for all men. Then the Apostle speaks
about men praying with uplifted hands. Immediately after
that be writes, “In like manner also women ...” I believe that
the exhortation to women also is in order that they might

be a blessing to the outsiders through the Gospel. The
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fashion world creates immodest dresses, particularly for

ladies. The trend is towards more and more of exposure.

God is clothing us; but Satan is declothing us. Be fashion-

able; but at the same time don’t lose modesty. Women should

not try to look like men in dress or hairstyle. Don’t lose

your God-given femininity. A simple lifestyle saves more

money for missions and evangelism

From this passage we also understand that both men

and women participate in evangelistic activities. The men

go to the front, and the women back them from behind.

From this passage I imagine a team of men and women

from a local Church going forth to the street corners and

marketplaces, calling people, saying, “Who wants wisdom?

Who longs for discretion? Who seeks knowledge? Let him

come and drink the Water of Life freely!” This is what King

Solomon wrote: Wisdom cries out in the streets. It calls

people to receive wisdom and understanding. It stops the

youngsters rushing towards the red light area. It says, Don’t

go near the adulterous woman. This is the picture that we

can paint from 1 Timothy 2:8,9. May be men are proclaiming

the message in a street corner. Then they pray with lifted

hands for those who listen to them. The passersby watch

the team members. May be the womenfolk are standing

behind or on the sides. The pedestrians closely watch how

modestly the ladies are dressed up and how decently they

behave. Does the team simply present an outward show or

is there inner beauty? Don’t underestimate our people. They

are smart enough to make judgments. You may not agree

one hundred percent with my interpretation of this Bible

text; but I believe that is the emphasis here.

1 Peter 2:9-16

“You are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvellous light; who once were not a people but are now
the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now
have obtained mercy” (vv9,10). We read in the 5th verse,
“As living stones you are being built up a spiritual house, a
holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ.”

Apostle Peter calls God’s people as “holy” priesthood and
“royal” priesthood (vv5,9). As holy priests we offer up praise
and worship. As royal priests we proclaim God’s mercies to
people. In verse 5, praises go up to God; in verse 9, God’s
mercies are proclaimed to people. Why should we proclaim
God’s greatness and grace to people? Because, we were
earlier in darkness; but now God has called us into His
marvellous light. Previously we were condemned without
mercy; but now we have received the mercies of God. Those
who proclaim God’s mercies must be careful in two areas —

(a) Sexual purity

Verses 11,12, “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and
pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the
soul, having your conduct honourable among the Gentiles,
that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may,
by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the
day of visitation.”

We who are called a holy nation must be known for sexual
purity, because sexual temptations are the most alluring in
this world. Everywhere there are suggestive things. Pictures
and portraits promote lustful desires. The temptations our
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children face today are more severe than what we faced in
our times. What we came to know around the age of twenty
our children come to understand when they are ten. We
have to only pity our children in spite of all the technological
advances they enjoy. Their future looks dark and dangerous.
The standard of our spiritual life will not be enough for them
to keep themselves pure. The power we have will not suffice
for them. We need to pray like Prophet Elisha that the
spirituality of our children should be twice as ours. Things
are going from bad to worse. Saying no to sin is becoming
more and more difficult.

Immorality is commonplace. If there’s a community which
flees away from sexual sins, that alone will attract the peoples
of the world. Because of that community the unbelievers
will glorify God on the day of His visitation. You are a holy
priesthood. Therefore, beloved, steer clear of the powers
which entice you to enjoy sexual perversions.

(b) Obedience to civil authorities

Verses 13-16, “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of
man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king as supreme,
or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for the
punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do
good. For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men — as free, yet
not using your liberty as a cloak for vice, but as servants of
God.”

This is the second area where we as God’s people must
serve as an example. You will agree with me that next to
sexual sins, the rebellion of people is against authorities
and involvement in unlawful acts. The law and order
situation is serious everywhere. But we are the “servants of

God” (v16). We are under the highest authority. Caesar is
not our Lord; Christ is our Lord! Because we are under the
authority of God, we must submit to all authorities ordained
by Him. This is possible only if we recognize that all civil
authority is from God (Rom 13:1). Even secretly we must
not try to escape the governmental authorities in matters
like tax payment. It won’t please God. It will only bring
dishonour to His Name.

I recollect an experience my wife and I had during our
first overseas trip. Our first overseas ministry was in the
Gulf countries in 1979. Those days there was a craze for
foreign goods. We avariciously purchased so many things.
A Canon camera, a telescope, a movie camera, a two-in-one
taperecorder and so on and so forth. You will lose your
patience if I list all items! We filled our baggage with these
things. We were to land in Bombay. We had contacted so
many friends and preachers in India to pray for us so God
might help us in the customs ordeal. The friends in Dubai,
Abudhabi and Bahrain, who paid for all our purchase, had
promised their prayers too.

I was jubilant during the first part of the flight. But later
my bowels started churning. We landed in Bombay airport.
We had to go through the red channel because of the
dutiable goods. It was quite crowded. To me each customs
officer looked like a police officer. I had the feeling of a thief.
One of the officers was a Sikh. I thought he would be more
kind than the others and went to him. He asked me to name
what all I had brought. Because the items were many, he
asked me to open up our suitcases. I knew I was caught. I
placed all the items on the table. I told him, “Sir, I am a
Christian preacher. All these items were gifted to us in the
Church. Please be kind to me.” Do you know what he replied?
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“If you are a preacher, you should have been even more
careful. Others may do it, you should not.” He told me I
should pay a fine also besides customs duty. I pleaded with
him to at least waive the fine. He took me to a senior officer.
When I explained to him why I had brought those stuff, he
was kind enough to waive the fine. The Sikh officer finally
told me, “Don’t repeat this!” So we learnt the lesson in our
first overseas trip itself!

Brothers and sisters, this world expects a higher standard
from us Christians. If you are an active Christian and a
preacher, its expectations are still higher. Are we not a holy
nation? Are we not a royal priesthood?

 Revelation 22:17

“The Spirit and the bride say, Come! And let him who
hears say, Come! And let him who thirsts come. And whoever
desires, let him take the water of life freely.”

This text is from the last page of the Bible. This is also
the last reference to the Holy Spirit in the Bible; and it is in
the context of evangelism. Here the Holy Spirit joins to
function with the Bride of Christ. It’s not called as “Church”
here, but as “Bride.” Who is this Bride? Look at chapter 19
and verses 7 and 8: “Let us be glad and rejoice and give God
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife
has made herself ready. And to her was granted to be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the
righteous acts of the saints.”

The Bride is the company of all the saints. What’s her
dress? The righteous acts of the saints. We normally
associate whiteness with the Holy Spirit. Here the Bride
also is dressed in white. I see here a picture of the endtime
evangelism. The Holy Dove and the Holy Bride join together

in calling sinners, saying, “Come! Drink!” What a privilege
is ours! God Himself is with us. He works with us. The Holy
Spirit and the Holy Church in the joint mission of bringing
people to the Cross! May the Lord make us a worthy vessel
by cleansing us from all uncleanness!

Three common traps

We have seen the absolute necessity of maintaining
holiness in life and ministry to be effective witnesses for
Christ. There are three commonest traps for soulwinners
and servants of God to ruin them: Sex, Money and Power.
Someone calls it as Girls, Gold and Glory. When we read
the biography of Apostle Paul, we are thrilled to see how he
kept a high standard in these areas —

 Let’s start with the area of “sex.” Here’s his testimony:
1 Cor 9:27, “I discipline my body and bring it into subjection,
lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become
disqualified.” He taught young Timothy, “Exhort younger
women as sisters, with all purity,” and “flee youthful lusts”
(1 Tim 5:2; 2 Tim 2:22).

 Paul maintained honesty in “money” matters. Here’s
his bold testimony before the Ephesian Church elders: Acts
20:33,34, “I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel.
Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have provided
for my necessities and for those who were with me.” While
writing to the Corinthian believers, he said that he had every
right to expect material benefits from them having ministered
spiritual blessing to them (1 Cor 9:11,12).

 Paul remained humble in the matter of “power” also.
It’s generally said, “Power corrupts; absolute power corrupts
absolutely.” This is highly prevalent in Christian ministries
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and institutions these days. That’s why all authority should
not be vested on a single person in Christian organisations.
In Church and Missions there must be plurality of
leadership. Paul was head and shoulder above his fellow
leaders. But he always realized that the authority God had
given him was only for people’s edification and not
destruction (2 Cor 10:8; 13:10).

Friends, in whatever capacity God has placed you in His
ministry, take extra care to maintain holiness in these areas
of sex, money and power. Hundreds of preachers have
already fallen as victims. May God give us grace to be kept
safe! If you are caught up in any one of these dangers,
confess it to God, repent genuinely and come out of it. Pray
to God like David: “O Lord, create in me a clean heart, and
renew a steadfast spirit in me” (Psa 51:10). As long as David
was covering up his sin, his “vitality was turned into the
drought of summer” (Psa 32:3,4). He lost the joy of salvation.
But when he made an honest confession to God, God gave
him new songs again in his mouth. If you open up your
heart to God like David, you will experience the same
restoration. There’s no sin that cannot be washed by the
blood of Jesus. There’s no stain that cannot be removed by
the stream of Immanuel’s blood. You will experience true
liberty. You will again shout aloud praises unto God. You
will bring back to God those who have gone astray. God will
use you to abundantly bless people (Psa 51:15).

Let’s pray —

Grant us the tongues of fire that fell of old,

The vision clear that made Thy prophets bold,

The open mind, the high and pure intent,

The strenuous will on noble service bent!

9

 Holiness in Warfare

One of the commonest names of God in the Old Testament
is the “Lord of Hosts” or the “Lord of the Armies.” It’s an
interesting observation that the name, “Lord of Hosts,” is
frequently associated with His character of “holiness.” Here
are a few sample passages —

 Isaiah 5:16, “The Lord of Hosts shall be exalted in
judgment, and God who is holy shall be hallowed in
righteousness.”

 Isaiah 6:3, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts; the
whole earth is full of His glory!”

 Isaiah 8:13, “The Lord of Hosts, Him you shall hallow,
let Him be your fear, and let Him be your dread.”

 Jeremiah 11:20, “”O Lord of Hosts, You who judge
righteously, testing the mind and the heart, let me see
Your vengeance on them, for to You I have revealed my
cause.”
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 Zechariah 14:21, “Every pot in Jerusalem and Judah
shall be holiness to the Lord of Hosts.”

We are continuing our study of the theme, “Holiness to
the Lord.” We now find that this subject is related to His
name, Lord of Hosts. Shall we therefore say, “Holiness to
the Lord of Hosts?” The truth is that we are sure to be
defeated in our spiritual battles if holiness is missing. The
battle of course is the Lord’s; but He will not fight
independent of us. As the Lord of the Armies is holy, the
armies of the Lord also must be holy. Let’s consider some of
our regular battles —

1. Battle against the flesh

This is sometimes referred to as our battle against the
old man. This is the battle between the spirit and the flesh.
This is well-stated in Galatians 5:17, “The flesh lusts against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things
that you wish.” Apostle Paul explains his personal struggle
in this area in Romans 7:23, “I see another law in my organs,
warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into
captivity to the law of sin which is in my organs.”

2. Battle in the mind

We often go through depression. So many questions and
doubts arise in our minds quite naturally. Our enemy sends
his arrows of unbelief into our minds very subtly. He
somehow wants to destroy our faith. Jesus asked a
searching question during His lifetime on earth: “Will the
Son of Man find faith on earth when He comes?” (Lk 18:8).
Obviously the faith of many is shaken up these days. That’s
why God calls us to hold the shield of faith “above all” the
spiritual weapons. Only through faith can we quench the

fiery darts of doubt aimed at us by the devil. Don’t consider
it strange when you go through periods of doubt and
depression. All the saints experience this sometime or other
in their life. The primary name given to the people of God in
the New Testament is “believers.” Yes, we are known by our
faith and hope. Satan is always keen on shaking or
destroying the foundation.

3. Battle in prayer

If anyone thinks that prayer is an easy experience, it
means that he has not yet prayed as he ought to. Of all the
devotional activities, prayer is the hardest. Jesus was a
Prayer Warrior and He has taught many lessons concerning
prayer. He gave His disciples a model prayer also. Even after
He taught them the importance of prayer for three and a
half years, they not only slept off but also were snoring in
the Garden of Gethsemane in spite of His earnest request
to watch with Him in prayer. The moment you want to pray
the devil sends his fiery darts on you. This is because the
kingdom of darkness trembles even when the weakest saint
is on his knees. Satan lets you do anything but kneeling in
prayer. This is the force from outside to stop our praying.
There is also an inner enemy. That’s our weak flesh. That’s
what Jesus told His disciples: “The spirit is willing, but the
flesh is weak” (Mt 26:41). Therefore in prayer we need to
overcome the flesh which is the enemy within and satanic
forces from without. Prayer is definitely a battle.

4. Battle against evil forces

This is the battle we get engaged in when we attempt to
deliver people from the power of Satan. Millions are in the
clutches of the devil. They are exhausted. We must captivate
them in order to make them the slaves of Christ. The devil
will not easily let go his captives. It’s a battle.
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5. Battle against sin

The battle against sin is the battle of battles. We may
have to shed blood in this holy war. The Epistle to the
Hebrews is a general letter. The author writes in Hebrews
12:4, “You have not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving
against sin.” The Lord of Hosts must take sides with us to
help us in our spiritual battles. The one condition is that
we must endeavour to please Him in all things. Let’s look at
certain individuals who fought against sin to the point of
shedding blood —

 JOSEPH: He refused to commit adultery. What was the
reward? Prison!

 HANANIAH, MISHAEL, AZARIAH: They refused to worship
a statue. What was the reward? Fiery furnace!

 DANIEL: He refused to stop praying, because he
considered prayerlessness as sin. What was the reward?
Den of lions!

 JOHN THE BAPTIST: He refused to condone adultery.
What was the reward? Beheaded! He came from God; he
preached the ways of God; he went back to God without
head.

These are the heroes we meet in Hebrews 11:35, “They
were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might
obtain a better resurrection.” They would have been
delivered, if they had yielded to sin. They would have been
delivered, if they had surrendered or compromised. But they
sternly refused. They were not keen on temporary
deliverance. They were ready to be tortured and killed. Their
eyes were on the “better resurrection!” Dear brothers and
sisters, we all will have to face such critical situations

sometime or other in our life. Yielding to sin may give you
temporary relief. But if you refuse and flee away like Joseph,
or stand firm like Daniel, you may have to shed your blood.
We must be ready to go to that extent. Because, this is a
battle.

I would like to take you through certain passages in the
Bible which deal with the theme, “Holiness in Warfare.” Keep
your hearts open. Allow God to speak to you personally.

Biblical texts on “Holiness in Warfare”

  Deuteronomy 23:14

“The Lord your God walks in the midst of your camp, to
deliver you and give your enemies over to you; therefore
your camp shall be holy, that He may see no unclean thing
among you, and turn away from you.”

God is lovingly desirous of subduing our enemies under
us and granting us victory unto victory. He is walking in
our midst. But He is particular that there’s no unclean thing
anywhere in our camp. This means that everything
concerning every area of our life must be holy. The husband-
wife relationship must be holy. The parents-children
relationship must be holy. Our financial dealings,
friendships, social responsibilities, interpersonal
relationships and all such must be holy. Everything in our
camp! Our thoughts, words and deeds must be holy. Being
careful in certain areas but careless in the rest is dangerous.
Solomon the wise says: “Dead flies putrefy the perfumer’s
ointment, and cause it to give off a foul odour; so does a
little folly to one respected for wisdom and honour” (Eccl
10:1). How precious is the ointment! Don’t let dead flies fall
into it. Let there be holiness everywhere in our camp
lengthwise and breadthwise.
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Joshua 3:5

“Joshua said to the people: Sanctify yourselves, for
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

This was the preparation to cross over Jordon and
overtake Jericho. This city was flooded on both sides. As
such capturing Jericho was not an easy task. The city had
huge walls all around. The people stood bewildered as to
how they would cross over Jordon and take over Jericho.
Joshua the man of God presents a simple formula: “It’s
easy. Just sanctify yourselves. God will do wonders
tomorrow!” We all face Jordon and Jericho in our life’s
journey. We face obstacles too difficult to overcome. There
are numerous hindrances. We come to a conclusion that
we are finished and we can’t proceed any further. It’s at
this juncture the Captain of our Salvation brings God’s
Word: “Sanctify yourselves today; God will work wonders
for you tomorrow.”

God’s wonders of tomorrow depend on our sanctification
of today. No battle is too difficult for the Lord of Hosts to
win. There’s no Jordon which cannot be dried up before
Him. There’s no Jericho which cannot be dismantled by
Him. He is the Lord of lords. He is the Lord of the armies. If
you are facing a mountainous problem in your life,
remember, God is bigger than your biggest problem. But on
your part you have to do one thing supremely important.
Like a soldier to line up in the ranks of Captain Jesus, let’s
cleanse ourselves of all that’s unclean and unworthy.

 Joshua 7:13,25,26

The people of God were defeated in Ai which was a much
smaller town than Jericho. It was a humiliating and
shameful experience to Joshua the leader. He fell prostrate

before God from morning to evening. The elders threw dust

on their heads and were mourning. They asked God: “Why

did You allow Your people to be defeated? What would the

heathen think of them? Why, Lord, did You let reproach

come on Your name?” God told Joshua, “Get up, sanctify

the people, and say, Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow,

because thus says the Lord God of Israel: There’s an

accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand

before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing

from among you” (v13). Increasing your prayer and fasting

is not the solution here. There’s no point in tearing your

clothes and throwing dust on your heads. Remove the

accursed thing from among you.

To begin with, the entire congregation of Israel was

brought before the Lord. Then came the tribes one by one.

The tribe of Judah was taken. From this tribe the family of

Zarhites, and then from this family Achan was taken. He

was the culprit. This is an interesting order — the tribe, the

family, the household, the individual (v14). Achan belonged

to the tribe of “Judah” meant to “praise” God. Jesus was to

be born in this tribe. It was from this family a man committed

this transgression. What a picture about the Church! We

are a people called to praise and worship God. He has

counted us faithful and committed His rich truths to us.

What a shame that we have Achans in our midst! See what

they did to Achan, his family and his possessions: “Joshua

said (to Achan), Why have you troubled us? The Lord will

trouble you this day. So all Israel stoned him with stones;

and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them

with stones. Then they raised over him a great heap of

stones, still there to this day. So the Lord turned from the
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fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place
has been called the Valley of Achor to this day” (vv25,26).
Achor means trouble.

The central lesson from this incident is that we cannot
dream of victory without holiness. God is desirous of granting
us victory in our struggles and problems in personal life,
family life, workspot and ministry.  He wants to go before
us to give us new territories. But be careful lest you defeat
the purposes of God. Don’t be an Achan in the Church.
When individuals continue in sin that brings defeat to the
entire congregation. If God had been so strict in the Old
Testament times, we must not think that He has lowered
His standard as we walk into the New Testament era. The
camp in the Old Testament may be compared to the Church
in the New Testament. The people of God triumphed only

after they put away evil. Beloved, confess your sin and give
glory to God (v19). Let the heap of stones on Achan’s body
be a grim reminder that God cannot tolerate sin but He
blesses us when we repent of it and embrace holiness.

 We saw how the sin of an individual affected the entire
congregation. There was a similar problem in the Church
at Corinth. One member of this congregation was living
in sin. Because of this the life of the entire congregation

was stinking. To set matters right, Paul had to write three
or four chapters! He asked the believers of that Church,
“Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump?” (1 Cor 5:6). You are wasting the time and energy of
the leadership of the Church if you continue in sin as an
individual. Understand God’s patience as a motivator for
your repentance. Don’t mistake it. The patience of God
inspires and encourages us to repent (Rom 2:4).

 Judges 16:19,20

“Delilah lulled Samson to sleep on her knees, and called
for a man and had him shave off the seven locks of his
head. Then she began to torment him, and his strength left
him. And she said, The Philistines are upon you, Samson!
So he awoke from his sleep, and said, I will go out as before,
as other times, and shake myself free! But he did not know
that the Lord had departed from him.”

Here’s a picture of a man who is playing with sin. His fall
was in stages. Backsliding is never sudden. In most of the
cases, backsliding is in stages. Samson started playing with
fire. A little more, a little more, and finally he got the fire
into his bosom. How can a man keep fire in his bosom and
expect that he won’t be burnt? (Prov 6:26-28). The foolish
Samson tried it and failed miserably. The enemies came
upon him. When the call to wake up and fight came, he
said, “I will go as usual!” This is the danger. Beware of
depending on past victories! Yesterday’s victories may
encourage us, but they are not a guarantee for today or
tomorrow. Only the sanctification of today is the guarantee
for tomorrow’s victory.

Don’t play with sin. You may know the Sunday School
story of a frog. Suppose you throw a frog into a bowl of
boiling water, it will at once jump out. But if you keep the
frog in cold water and keep on heating the vessel, it would
think that the increasing warmth is only comfortable. Finally
it will die unawares. Don’t be like the foolish frog. Don’t
expect to go without getting burnt when you keep fire in
your bosom. Don’t let the world and its lusts sing lullaby to
you. There’s a trumpet call for spiritual battle. You know

not when the enemy would come. Be watchful. Be careful.
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 Psalms 5:8; 27:11; 110:1-3

“Lead me, O Lord, in Your righteousness because of my

enemies; make Your way straight before my face” (Psa 5:8).

“Teach me Your way, O Lord, and lead me in a smooth

path, because of my enemies” (Psa 27:11).

“The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand till I

make Your enemies Your footstool. The Lord shall send the

rod of Your strength out of Zion. Rule in the midst of Your

enemies! Your people shall be volunteers in the day of Your

power; in the beauties of holiness, from the womb of the

morning, You have the dew of Your youth” (Psa 110:1-3).

The Psalmist is speaking here of the triumph of Christ and

His Church. “The Lord said to my Lord” — this means, God

tells His Son: “Sit on My right hand until I make Your

enemies Your footstool. I am giving You the septre of

righteousness. You will rule over Your enemies.” Jesus does

not reign alone; we shall reign with Him. We His people will

serve Him as enthusiastic volunteers. We shall be beautified

with holiness and youthfulness. It is the dew-like holiness

that assures us of victory in all spiritual battles.

This is the day of God’s power. This is the day of God’s

victory. He is subduing His enemies everywhere. These are

days when the enemy has to loosen his grip over the souls

whom he has kept captive for years. Thousands are turning

to Christ each day. Tribals and villagers are turning en masse

to the living God leaving their superstitious beliefs. People

are coming out of darkness and walking into the marvellous

light of the Gospel.

We the children of God are “volunteers” in the army of
God. No one is recruited forcibly. It’s said that we shall be
“willing” in the day of God’s power. These are days when we
should march forth as Christ’s soldiers to deliver people
from the shackles of Satan. But the most basic qualification
is that each one of us should have the beauty of holiness
like the morning dew. Each one of us must pray, “Lord,
lead me in the paths of righteousness because of my
enemies.” King David had to face many wars all his lifetime
and all through his reign. He was surrounded with enemies
all the time. His constant prayer was: “O Lord, my enemies
surround me. They hound me like a dog, and hunt for me
like a partridge. I’m not bothered about these many battles,
but my concern is that You must lead me in the paths of
righteousness because of my enemies.”

David fell into a horrible sin once. A prophet was sent to
him. He rebuked David that he had given an opportunity to
the enemy to rejoice. David deeply mourned over his sin
and made a confession as recorded in Psalm 51. David
confessed his sin and came out victoriously.

John 14:30

“The ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in
Me.”

How striking this testimony of Christ Jesus is! Jesus in
effect says, “I never gave place to the devil in My life.” Dear
brothers and sisters, if you keep giving place to the devil,
you cannot gain victory over him. Having given place to the
devil in your heart, you cannot chase him out from someone
else also. Do you remember what the seven sons of Sceva
the high priest did? They said to the demon-possessed men,
“We command you, in the Name of Jesus whom Paul
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preaches, to get out of these people! The evil spirit retalliated
and said, Jesus I know; Paul I know; Who are you?” (Acts
19:13-15). In other words, the evil spirit seemed to have
said, “We are indwelling you. Why do you cast us out?” Our
testimony should be, “Behold, the prince of this world is
coming; he has nothing in me. I never gave heed to his
suggestions. I never spent time with him.” Only then can
we overcome him.

 Romans 6:12-14

“Do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should
obey it in its lusts” (v12). “Sin shall not have dominion over
you, because you are not under law but under grace” (v14).
Verse 12 admonishes us, “Let not sin reign in your body,”
whereas verse 14 assures us, “Sin shall not have dominion
over you.” When can we expect to be victorious? When can
we overcome sin? It is when we don’t allow sin to overrule
us, sin cannot dominate us. This is a vital truth. When you
yield to sin, you allow sin to rule over you. But everytime
you refuse to sin, your spiritual muscles get stronger and
stronger. If you keep on yielding to sin, you will become
weaker and weaker. Maintaining sexual purity is one of the
primary struggles for youngsters. You cannot evade it. It
stays with you. You may wonder how to grow stronger in
this area. Learn to say no once; you will become strong. Say
no twice; you will become still stronger. Say no thrice, you
will grow stronger and stronger. This is a simple but sublime
truth.

I cannot continue in sin and at the same time expect
God’s righteousness manifest in me. There’s a deceptive
doctrine that’s popular today: “I can live as I like. I can do
what all I desire. But when I come into the presence of God,

the righteousness of Christ will cover me. So I’m righteous.”
Beloved, this is against Biblical teaching. It appears as truth
but is not. 1 John 3:7 explains this: “Little children, let no
one deceive you. He who practises righteousness is
righteous, just as He is righteous.” Apostle John has
forewarned us of this false doctrine. Righteousness has two

sides: positional and practical. One is our standing; that is,
who we are in Christ (1 Cor 1:30). The other is our state;
that is, how we follow Christ (1 Jn 3:7). Let no one deceive
you. It’s when you refuse to sin, it will not reign over you.

 2 Corinthians 6:7; 10:4-6

In 2 Corinthians 6:7 all the spiritual weapons are put
together and called the “armour of righteousness.”

2 Corinthians 10:4-6 brings a message to leaders. Though
others may also find this helpful, the primary application is
to those in leadership. “The weapons of our warfare are not

carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds,
casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought
into captivity to the obedience of Christ, and being ready to
punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled.”

When our obedience is complete, we can punish all
disobedience. You may be a pastor, an elder, an overseer or
a leader in some capacity in the Church. If you want to take
action on the disobedience of any member in the

congregation, you in the first place must be known for
obedience to God and to His Word. A leader who does not
live under the authority of God cannot exercise authority
on others. This is best illustrated in what that Centurion
said to Jesus: “I am a man under the authority. Therefore I
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am able to exercise authority on others. You Jesus are under
the authority of Your Father. Therefore it is enough if you
would speak one word. The devil will flee away. My servant
will be healed.” We must frequently examine ourselves
whether we live in consistent obedience to the authority of
Christ. Only then can we exercise authority in our spiritual
battles.

James 4:7-10

“Submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you.  Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts,
you doubleminded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your
laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble youselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up.”

The devil obeys you and flees from you when you obey
God. Stay quiet with a broken heart before God and confess,
“I am undone!” Then God will lift you up to a point of
authority and power over the works of darkness.

 Revelation 19:11,14

“Then I saw heaven open, and behold, a white horse.
And He who sat on it was called Faithful and True, and in
righteousness He judges and makes war” (v11). “And the
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean,
followed Him on white horses.” (v14).

Jesus was on a white horse. All the saints were also on
white horses. This is the Army of the Lord. Jesus is called
here as “Faithful and True.” All the children of God are
clothed in white. We can have a foretaste of this heveanly

bliss today here on earth itself. Dear saints of God in the
spiritual battle, “Your Jesus is on a white horse. On the
bells of this horse is written, Holiness to the Lord. You are
also on white horses. On the bells of your horses is also
written, Holiness to the Lord.”

Ten thousand times ten thousand,
In sparkling raiment bright,

The armies of the ransomed saints
Throng up the steeps of light;

’Tis finished, all is finished,
Their fight with death and sin;

Fling open wide the golden gates,
And let the victors in.

What rush of hallelujahs
Fills all the earth and sky!

What ringing of a thousand harps
Bespeaks the triumph nigh!

O day for which creation
And all its tribes were made!

O joy, for all its former woes
A thousandfold repaid!

— Henry  Alford, 1810-1871

Listen to and watch the audio and video CDs
of the author titled, “How not to Battle,”

English-Tamil and Hindi.
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 Holiness in Weaknesses
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“Johovah-Makkeh”

There's an almost "terrifying" name for Jehovah God in
Ezekiel 7:9, “My eye will not spare, nor will I have pity; I will
repay you according to your ways, and your abominations
will be in your midst. Then you will know that I am the Lord
who strikes.” We Christians are quite familiar with the seven
compound names of Jehovah: Jehovah-jireh, Jehovah-
rapha, Jehovah-nissi, Jehovah-shalom, Jehovah-raah,
Jehovah-tsidkenu and Jehovah-shammah. But this name,
Jehovah-makkeh, which in Hebrew means, “I am the Lord
who strikes you,” is practically unknown.

The supreme purpose as to why God strikes us is to make
us partakers of His holiness. Read Hebrews 12:9-11, “We
have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid
them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in
subjection to the Father of spirits and live? For they indeed
for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He

for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.

Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but

grievous, nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit

of righteousness to those who  have been trained by it.” In

the 10th verse we read about “holiness,” and in the 11th

verse about “righteousness.” We see here the wholesome

purpose of God in allowing us to suffer. As we read further

on to verse 14, there comes an admonition: “Pursue peace

with all men, and holiness, without which no one will see

the Lord.” Let’s seek holiness as we go through intense

suffering and severe punishment. That’s holiness in

weaknesses.

Why punishment?

There has never been a Christian who never suffered.

There’s a Tamil proverb, “Each house has steps!” Each

individual has his own problems; and each family has its

own struggles. God who has saved us from all our sins, and

who has promised that He would heal us from all our

diseases and deliver us from all our troubles, has not left

us crisis-free. Why? Why is God taking us through manifold

suffering even after we are saved, baptized, anointed with

the Spirit, involved in His fulltime service, and making lot of

sacrifices for the Kingdom? Why, oh Why? The straight

answer is in Judges 2:23-3:4 —

“The Lord left those nations, without driving them out

immediately; nor did He deliver them into the hand of

Joshua” (Judges 2:23). “This was only so that the generation

of the children of Israel might be taught to know war, at

least those who had not formerly known it” (3:2). “And they
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were left, that He might test Israel by them, to know whether
they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He
had commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses” (3:4).
It was with the noble purpose of training the next generation
of the people of Israel that God did not deliver all the enemies
into the hand of Joshua. The next reason was to test whether
they would continue to walk in obedience to His
commandments. These are the two reasons why God did
not deliver Israel from all their distress.

Does this mean we must not pray for deliverance from
all our problems? No. The Lord has promised, “Call upon
Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall
glorify Me” (Psa 50:15). The Bible also promises, “Many are
the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him
out of them all” (Psa 34:19). We must cry unto the Lord for
deliverance. We also have the promise of His deliverance.
But after one problem is solved, another will surface. It’s
like the waves of the sea. When a tall wave comes near, we
must duck in. After that wave passes away, we cannot relax.
Another wave which is still taller will hit us. Why does God
allow wave after wave in our lives? To teach us and train us
how to manage them. Here’s king David’s testimony:
Psa144:1, “Blessed be the Lord my Rock, who trains my
hands for war, and my fingers for battle.” “Hands” refer to
work in general, and “fingers” to intrinsic work. In all this
God is teaching us His ways. If we don’t go through suffering,
we cannot be tested; if we are not tested, we cannot be
trusted.

Holiness unto holiness

Suffering is permitted not to make unholy people holy,
but holy people holier still. Job was righteous in his

generation. See how God challenged Satan: Job 1:8, “The

Lord asked Satan, Have you considered My servant Job,

that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and

upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” How true

will the testimony of God be concerning a man! This

testimony about Job’s righteousness is given in the first

chapter itself. Then why did God allow so much of pain and

suffering and loss in his life? It was in order to make the

righteous Job of chapter one more righteous in chapter

fortytwo. God’s will is that he who is holy must become

holier still, and he who is righteous more righteous (Rev

22:11).

Take for example the Lord Jesus Christ. I shudder to

read Hebrews 5:8,9, “Though He was a Son, yet He learned

obedience by the things which He suffered. And having been

perfected, He became the Author of eternal salvation to all

who obey Him.” Let’s praise God for this text inspired by

the Holy Spirit! We must handle these verses cautiously.

Jesus was absolutely holy from His birth to death. When

was He disobedient to learn more obedience? Was He not

always obedient to His Father? Did He not receive a

testimony from His Father even before He started His public

ministry, “You are My beloved Son; in You I am well-

pleased?” (Lk 3:22). When was Jesus imperfect? Can we

find out from any part of the Scripture that Jesus was ever

imperfect? This passage does not mean that an imperfect

man became perfect, or a disobedient man became obedient.

The correct interpretation is that the Son of God, who was

perfect in obedience, in order to give us a pattern, went

through sufferings which proved His perfection.



141 142

Jesus “learnt obedience and became perfect.” This

statement is not faulty. Jesus Himself has made a similar

confession: “I sanctify Myself” (Jn 17:19). When was He not

holy? Was there ever a blemish in Him? He was always

perfect. Dear brothers and sisters, when sufferings knock

at your door next time, don’t feel depressed. God wants to

make you holier and more righteous than how you are now.

Some of the things which appear right to us may be faulty

in God’s eyes. Only when we get closer and closer to the

divine light, dust and dirt will be seen clearly.

Read Job 36:7-11. “God does not withdraw His eyes from

the righteous; but they are on the throne with kings, for He

has seated them forever, and they are exalted. And if they

are bound in chains, held in the cords of affliction, then He

tells them their work and their transgression — that they

have acted proudly. He also opens their ear to discipline,

and commands that they turn from iniquity. If they obey

and serve Him, they shall spend their days in prosperity,

and their years in pleasures.” The 7th verse is about

everyone of us believers. God has fixed His eyes on those

who believe Him. He makes them sit on thrones in high

places. Then He permits troubles and chains. He convicts

them of their transgressions. He opens thier ears so they

might receive instruction. He commands them to repent of

their iniquities. In verse 7 they are called “righteous,” but

in verse 9 and 10, He points out their “transgression” and

“iniquity.” Yes, “if we say we have no sin, we deceive

ourselves. The truth is not in us” (1 Jn 1:8). The word “we”

in this verse includes Apostle John also. The passage we

see in the Book of Job explains how God deals with

backslidden saints.

Don’ts while suffering:

There are at least five things we must not do while going
through suffering

1. Don’t blaspheme God.

While passing through suffering, do not blaspheme God
but bless Him. We read about the foolish counsel given to
God’s servant Job by his wife to blaspheme God. Job 2:9,10,
“His wife said to Job, Do you still hold to your integrity?
Curse God and die!”  I thank God that the name of Job’s
wife is not mentioned in the Bible! She was a foolish woman.
What a stupid suggestion! But what was Job’s answer? “But
he said to her, You speak as one of the foolish woman speaks.
Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not
accept adversity?” The Bible endorses Job’s reply: “In all
this Job did not sin with his lips” (v10). Let’s look at the
passage, Job 1:20-22, “Job arose and tore his robe and
shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshipped.”
It’s amazing to find a man, going through intense suffering,
worshipping God! See what he says: “Naked I came from
my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. The
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the Name
of the Lord!” There are some modern preachers who
comment that what Job said was wrong, because God never
takes away blessings. But what does the Bible say about
what Job spoke? “In all this Job did not sin nor charge God
with wrong” (v22). Scriptural endorsement! Instead of
blaming God, Job blessed Him. While passing through
suffering, it’s perfectly natural that we murmur asking,
“Why? Why? Why?” But God would keep on answering,
“Why not? Why not? Why not?” Let’s stop asking questions
but start adoring God for His sovereign wisdom. That’s true
spirituality.
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Paul had a thorn in his flesh. “Thorn in the flesh” could
mean some physical ailment. Don’t try to probe into it
further. He pleaded with God thrice to remove the thorn
from him. There was no reply for the first prayer and the
second prayer. A reply came when he prayed the third time.
But the answer was not what he desired. God simply said,

“My grace is sufficient for you.” Look at Paul’s response to
this assurance of God: “Most gladly I will boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”
Thrice he prayed; but now he praises God with the
confession, “When I am weak, then I am strong.” How? By
the “power of Christ!” (2 Cor 12:7-10).

Dear friend, you too may have thorns in your body. You
did all that you could to get rid of it but in vain. Keep praying.
If God does not reveal to you why you have these thorns,

accept His answer, “My grace is sufficient for you!” Rejoice
in the Lord over your weaknesses. Never ever blame or
blaspheme Him.

2. Don’t blame others.

It’s natural to become bitter while suffering and blame
others. We would say that so-and-so is responsible for this
misery that has come on me. Don’t do that.

A man owned a car. The name of the car was Colt. He
was going against God’s will. The car did not go straight on
the road but was scratching the sidewalls. The owner struck

the car. But the car began to speak to him. You know this
story. The angel of the Lord appeared before Balaam and
said, “Why have you struck your colt these three times?
Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your
way is perverse before Me. The colt saw Me and turned aside

from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from

Me, surely I would also have killed you by now, and let her

live” (Num 22;32,33). Don’t beat the donkey. Don’t blame

others for your sin. Search your ways before God.

3. Don’t believe Satan.

In times of darkness in our life, Satan will whisper in our

ears, “If God is love, will He allow these things in your life?”

Satan will sow negative thoughts about God in your mind.

What will be your reply to him? Prophet Micah has an apt

reply to Satan for such times: Mic 7:8,9, “Do not rejoice

over me, my enemy; when I fall, I will arise; when I sit in

darkness, the Lord will be a light to me. I will bear the

indignation of the Lord, because I have sinned against Him,

until He pleads my case and executes justice for me; He will

bring me forth to the light, and I will see His righteousness.”

Let’s look at verses 18 and 19 also: “Who is a God like you,

pardoning iniquity and passing over the transgression of

the remnant of His heritage? He does not retain His anger

forever, because He delights in mercy. He will again have

compassion on us, and will subdue our iniquities. You will

cast all our sins into the depths of the sea.”

Therefore, beloved, do not believe the lies the devil will

whisper in your ears against the goodness and

lovingkindness of God. Remind the devil of the Heavenly

Advocate who is always pleading for you to the Father God

seated on the Throne. This is what you must tell the devil:

“O enemy, don’t rejoice when I fall. I have an Advocate who

intercedes for me in Heaven. He will bring forth my justice.

He will vindicate me. Until then I will bear the indignation

of God. But when He brings forth my justice I will rejoice in
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Him, because He has sunk my sins in the depth of the sea.”

Never ever forget 1 John 2:1, “If anyone sins, we have an

Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous!”

4. Don’t belittle yourself.

You are a precious pearl in the hand of God. The Lord

found you. He took you in His hands. He delightfully saw it

from various angles. He asks the jeweller how much it costs.

It’s extremely expensive. What did the Lord do? He sold all

that He had and purchased this pearl (Mt 13:45,46). This

pearl is you and me. We are precious in the sight of God. He

has kept us in the palm of His hand. Our life is hidden with

Christ in God in the heavenlies. As a diamond-cutter, God

cuts the diamond so it reflects with all beauty. The better

the cut the more beautiful it is. Cutting is painful. Pruning

is painful. Tempering is painful. It’s already an expensive

gem, and it becomes all the more expensive when it is in the

hands of the heavenly Father!

When you go through difficult times, avoid statements

like: “I am an useless person. Why was I ever born? How do

I benefit my family or the society? Is there anyone blessed

through me? I am only a burden to others. I am absolutely

useless.” It’s normal to feel like this while suffering. But

let’s overcome such feelings with the realisation that we are

precious to God.

The Son of God who is the Owner of thousands of sheep
on the mountainside, all the gold and silver in the world,
the sun, the moon, the stars, the milky way and the entire
universe has given Himself and His own blood to purchase
you. Remember, I am not exaggerating anything. I am not

narrating the good old story told to the Sunday School
children. You are special and precious. Do not belittle
yourself ever. God has a noble purpose in keeping you the
pearl in this world. You are a diamond meant to reflect His
glory from all angles.

Though many foes beset your road,
And feeble is your arm,

Your life is hid with Christ in God,
Beyond the reach of harm!

 — John Newton, 1725-1807

5. Don’t become impatient.

Things don’t happen in Christian life according to our
desires instantly. May be in the beginning of our spiritual
walk, things may happen instantly. But as we grow from
babyhood to boyhood and adulthood, we will find that God
does not do things immediately as we may expect. Even if
you are in your deathbed, He may delay His visit by four
days. The disciples would tell the Lord, “Let’s go there,” but
He would answer, “My time has not yet come, but your time
is always ready.” Even if it’s His own mother who informs
Him that they have run out of wine, He would  answer, “My
hour has not yet come.” God knows when to do and what.
Don’t fret if things don’t happen instantly.

Here’s an enlightening passage: Lamentations 3:26-33,
“It is good that one should hope and wait quietly for the
salvation of the Lord. It is good for a man to bear the yoke in
his youth. Let him sit alone and keep silent, because God
has laid it on him; let him put his mouth in the dust—there
may be yet hope. Let him give his cheek to the one who
strikes him, and be full of reproach. For the Lord will not
cast off forever. Though He causes grief, yet He will show
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Holiness and the World

“The Biblical meaning of the word “world” is the

atmosphere in which we live that erodes faith, dissipates

hope and corrupts love.” This is the definition given by

Eugene Peterson, a Bible Translator. The present “world”

opposes the three cardinal virtues of “faith, hope and love,”

either directly or indirectly. The “world” is a system that

has deviated from the original purposes of God. It has come

under the captivating rule of Satan. It is a system that

contradicts divinity, good and glorious. We need to keep

these meanings in mind when we come across the word

“world” in the Bible, especially in the New Testament.

To explain this, let’s look at three Bible texts from the

writings of three apostles —

 1 John 5:19

“We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies

under the sway of the wicked one.”
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compassion according to the multitude of His mercies. For

He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men.”
This is a beautiful passage to make us clearly understand

whatever we need to know during times of distress. An
apostle of the New Testament has exhorted us to remember

the patience of Job (Js 5:11). After doing God’s will, let’s
wait patiently for Him to act (Heb 10:36).

God who has begun a good work in us shall complete it
until the day of Jesus Christ (Phil 1:5). He is our Sanctifier.

He is seated near the refiner’s fire. He keeps refining us
that we may be holy unto Him (Mal 3:3).

Listen to and watch the audio and video CDs
of the author titled, “How not to Sorrow”

and “How not to Suffer,” English-Tamil and Hindi.
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 James 4:4

“Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that

friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever

therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself

an enemy of God.”

This passage emphasizes the fact that you cannot be a

friend of the world and a friend of God at the same time.

They are opposed to each other. One will hate the other.

 2 Peter 3:10-12

“The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in

which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and

the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and

the works that are in it will be burned up. Therefore, since

all these things will be dissolved, what manner of person

ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, looking for

and hastening the coming of the day of God?”

Apostle Peter here stresses the fact that our stay on earth

is temporary. Some of the world leaders keep saying that

the world will be getting better and glorious things are going

to happen. This is the greatest lie ever told. What for is this

world, of advanced nations as well as others, kept? To be

totally destroyed by fire and brimstone! Apostle Peter

challenges us here to live a holy and godly life because this

so-called attractive world will be consumed by fire soon.

I would like to take you through a few Biblical passages

which contain warnings so we may live holy in this unholy

world. The Bible abounds with promises of blessings. At

the same time there are numerous warnings also. Whenever

the Bible warns us to beware of certain things, we must
give special attention to it. I recently listed out the texts in
which the Bible warns us to “beware.” It has immensely
helped my life so I may stay watchful against many pitfalls.
Let’s consider here five of these warnings which relate to
holy living —

1. Beware of covetousness!

Beware of the love of money and material things. Look at
this forthright teaching of Jesus: Luke 12:15, “Take heed
and beware of covetousness; for one’s life does not consist
in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

God considers covetousness as a terrible evil. Job 31:24-
28 highlights this as a personal testimony of Job: “If I have
made gold my hope, or said to fine gold, You are my
confidence; if I have rejoiced because my wealth was great,
and because my hand had gained much; if I have observed
the sun when it shines, or the moon moving in brightness,
so that my heart has been secretly enticed, and my mouth
has kissed my hand; this also would be an iniquity worthy
of judgment, for I would have denied God who is above.”

What a testimony on practical righteousness! He did not
trust in the abundance of gold he had. He did not rejoice
over the extensive properties he owned. He did not believe
that he got all these blessings just because of his hard
labour. He says that the love of material things is an “iniquity
worthy of judgment.” Earlier this godly man Job spoke about
another sin. Verses 9-11 are about adultery: “If my heart
has been enticed by a woman, or if I have lurked at my
neighbour’s door, then let my wife grind for another, and
let others bow down over her. For that would be wickedness;
yes, it would be iniquity worthy of judgment. For that would
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be a fire that consumes to destruction, and would root out
all my increase.” Immediately after saying these words, Job
goes on to speak about covetousness. In other words, he
views alike the seriousness of adultery and covetousness
which is equivalent to idolatry.

If you carefully trace Biblical history, there were always
two primary sins for which God brought judgment on any
nation: idolatry and adultery. These are the two sins that
caused the downfall of many nations.

The love of money and materials is idolatry in the sight of
God. There are two texts which specifically say so, one in
the Epistle to the Ephesians and the other in Colossians.
These two are parallel Epistles in many aspects. Whatever
is emphasized in Ephesians is emphasized in Colossians
also. Eph 5:5, “No fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous
man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the Kingdom
of Christ and God.” Col 3:5, “Put to death your organs which
cause fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness which is idolatry.”

A rich young man came to Jesus. They had a
conversation. Finally Jesus pinpointed his problem. It was
covetousness. He left Jesus quietly (Mk 10:17-22).
Immediately Jesus told His disciples, “Children, how hard
it is for those who trust in riches to enter the Kingdom of
God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God” (vv24,25).
The disciples were “astonished beyond measure,” and asked
one another, “Who then can be saved?” (v26). Jesus
answered, “With men it is impossible, but not with God; for
with God all things are possible” (v27). Jesus made this
statement concerning covetousness; but preachers use it

for anything but covetousness! This text is primarily used
by them for physical healing, solution to problems, to get
more than one car, and so on. Yes, the Bible these days
suffers more in the hands of its exponents than its
opponents. That’s why I keep repeating in my sermons that
we must learn to interpret Biblical passages in their context.

Unless God’s miracle-power is manifest, as far as Jesus
is concerned, it’s impossible for rich people to be saved and
to enter the Kingdom of God. That’s why when John the
Baptist sent two of His disciples to verify with Jesus whether
He was the Messiah to come or were they to wait for another,
Jesus replied, “Go and tell John what you see and hear...
The poor have the Gospel preached to them!” This is where
the rich young ruler fumbled. Basically, riches are opposed
to righteousness. Don’t go after riches.

Identify and associate yourself with the lowly, simple and
poor people. This is what will keep you unspotted from the
world. Apostle James has defined Christianity in his practical
Epistle like this : Js 1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion before
God and the Father is this: To visit orphans and widows in
their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
If you go after the rich, you will corrupt yourself by the
world. In the 2nd chapter the Apostle continues as: “My
brothers, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Lord of glory, with partiality. For if there should come into
your assembly a man with gold rings, in bright apparel,
and there should also come in a poor man in vile clothes,
and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes
and say to him, you sit here in a good place, and say to the
poor man, you stand there, or sit here at my footstool, have
you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts?”
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If the writer of an Epistle suddenly calls the readers, in

the course of his writing, as “My brothers” or “Dearly

beloved,” it means that he wants them to give special

attention to what he says and they should embrace that

truth warmly. Having addressed the readers as “My

brothers” in 2:1, he address them in verse 5 as “My beloved

brothers!” and asks them, “Has God not chosen the poor of

this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom which

He promised to those who love Him?” This truth is stressed

by Apostle Paul also: “You see your calling, brothers, that

not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not

many noble, are called... But God has chosen the weak ...”

(1 Cor 1:26,27).

If our heart is after riches, we will go after the rich. God

dealt with me severely in this area. Several of the supporters

of the Blessing Youth Mission used to visit the headquarters

office in Vellore, South India. If someone who contributes

Rs. 1,000/- or 5,000/- visits us, I would treat them with

excitement. While in prayer one day the Lord convicted me:

“That person contributes Rs.1,000/- because his monthly

income is Rs.10,000/- whereas the one who earns only

Rs.100/- gives you Rs.10/-. For you the amount of

Rs.1,000/- may look larger than Rs.100/-. In fact both of

them have given 10% only. The one who earns Rs.10,000/-

must have given more!” From that day I consciously

endeavour to avoid partiality. When I go for outstation

programmes, I make loving enquiries to the one who lets

me use his luxury car for those two or three days, but I

ignore the person who contributes just Rs.10/-. The Lord

convicted me through the passage we read in the Epistle of

James.

God has given wealth to some of us. You are rich if you
have more than what you need. You know why? There are
millions of people in this world without a single square meal
everyday. In India this percentage is 25. They bite a little in
the morning and work like bulls in the heat of the day.
Several of them go to bed with empty stomachs. They need
to wait till next morning for a nominal meal. I don’t say this
from what I’ve heard or read but from what I’ve seen. We
are surrounded by the poorest of the poor. If you have
enough and even a little more, you are rich!

If you happen to be rich, what are you supposed to do? 1
Timothy 6:17-19 gives the prescription: “Command those
who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to
trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us
richly all things to enjoy. Let them do good, that they be
rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing
up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come,
that they may lay hold on eternal life!” If you are rich, don’t
trust in your savings. Put your confidence not on gold but
on God. Give to the poor as much as you can. Give them
liberally and lovingly. Whatever you give to the poor is
credited to your account in the Bank of Heaven. When you
meet up there in Heaven those who were blessed through
you, your joy will find no bounds. What’s your savings in
the Bank of Heaven so far? (Mt 6:19,20;19:21). This is a
question you should answer before God. Beware of
covetousness!

2. Beware of bad company!

1 Corinthians 15:32, “If, in the manner of men, I have
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me?”
Did anyone throw Paul into the den of wild animals in a



155 156

zoo? No, according to him, those who have the philosophy,
“Eat and drink, tomorrow we die,” are wild animals. Having
said this he admonishes us, “Do not be deceived; evil
company corrupts good habits” (v33).

Bad company will spoil your healthy habits and clean
mind. That’s what happened to the people of Israel. God
commanded His people to exit Egypt in order to worship
Him. He promised them a land of milk and honey. They left
Egypt under the anointed leadership of Moses and Aaron.
But, may be with a desire to visit new lands, a few Egyptians
also came along with them. Do you know what happened?
Read Numbers 11:4-6, “Now the mixed multitude who were
among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of
Israel also wept again and said: Who will give us meat to
eat? We remember the fish we ate freely in Egypt, the

cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic;
but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all
except this manna before our eyes!” What a diet! If you eat
all these regularly, you are sure to develop hyper-acidity!
But then why did the Israelites crave for it? It was because
of the people who were with them.

 I want to counsel youngsters here. If you desire steady
growth in your spiritual life, check your friendship. Your

company will decide the quality of your life. I’ve given this
counsel to thousands of young men and young women over
the years. Those who took it lightly have backslided
miserably. Evil company usually has small beginnings. Look
at this familiar verse, Psalm1:1, “Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, stands not in the
way of sinners, and sits not in the seat of the mockers.”
See, backsliding begins with “walking,” and then proceeds

to “standing,” and ends up with “sitting!” This is the story.
The Book of Psalms is a Book of Prayer and Worship. Will
anyone keep this verse, Psalm 1:1, as the opening text for
this longest book in the Bible? But the Psalmist did it,
because, I believe, that was his experience and he escaped
the dangers of it. He testifies later in Psalm 26:4,5 “I have
not sat with idolatrous mortals, nor will I go in with
hypocrites. I have hated the congregation of evildoers, and
will not sit with the wicked.”

Some youngsters give an excuse saying, “We mix up with
the worldlings just in order to bring them to the Church.”
This generally does not happen. Health does not spread;
only disease does. Then you may ask, “Why was Jesus close
to sinners and was called their Friend? The answer is in
Hebrews 7:26, “He is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and has become higher than the heavens.”
He was with sinners, but He did not follow their ways. He
was in the world, but not of the world. We have this principle
illustrated in Daniel 2:43, “As you saw iron mixed with
ceramic clay, they will mingle with the seed of men; but
they will not adhere to one another, just as iron does not
mix with clay.” They will be in the world but they will not
adhere to it. I had this problem when I was born again at
the age of 15 in 1962. I had many friends, some of them
quite good, and others not so good. It was a struggle for me
to leave the bad friends. I did not want to hurt anyone. I
sought the counsel of my spiritual mentors. They advised
that I should show my dislike on my face when they crack a
filthy joke, or leave the place if they do anything unseemly.
When I did so, some of my friends mocked at me. But I
would slip away with a smile. In course of time they respected
me, and several of them got converted.
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Be a Joseph in the society. Be a Daniel. Dare to be
different! Trying to please your friends, don’t displease God.
It’s not always possible to please men, but it is absolutely
possible to please God. Amen! I believe this with all my heart.
Not only that we can please God, but He Himself would tell
us, “I am well-pleased with you!”

3. Beware of sexual immorality!

Wherever holiness is specifically taught in the New
Testament, there’s a reference to sexual purity. Take for
example 1 Thessalonians 4:3-8. “This is the will of God,
your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual
immorality” (v3). Note that the very first area where holiness
must be seen is in sexual life. We see the same pattern in 2
Timothy 2:21,22, “If anyone cleanses himself from the latter,
he will be a vessel for honour, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work. Flee also youthful
lusts.” While stressing the need to keep our body clean,
what’s emphasized first is sexual purity.

How to overcome sexual temptations

(a) Flee!

2 Timothy 2:22 is the best prescription to escape sexual
temptation. “Flee youthful lusts.” You can “fight” any other
temptation; but when it is relating to sex, you should “flee!”
It’s not fight but flight that will keep you victorious over
sexual sins. We are quite familiar with the story of Joseph.
Mrs. Potiphar was enticing him, but he refused to be even
spending time with her. One day when she literally forced
him, he left even his overcoat and ran away. Why? The
overcoat was stained by her filthy hand! Don’t expect to go
without burns after keeping coals of fire in the bosom. Any
sin is outside our body but sexual sin is against one’s own
body.

(b) Feed!

Feed on the Word of God. The Psalmist says in Psalm
119:9, “How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking
heed according to Your Word.” Why does the Psalmist specify
as “young man?” Temptations are fiercest at this age. I
remember one instance at my age of twelve. Mummy took
me and my brother who is two years younger to me to the
Church. She had a heavy Bible and a hymnbook. She told
us to take our Bibles too. Those days the Bibles were quite
heavy. I told her, “Mummy, the Bible is too heavy to carry.”
Her reply is what’s green in my memory: “If you carry the
Bible today, the Bible will carry you tomorrow!” She is no
more today. I will meet her on the Resurrection Morn. I am
waiting to thank her for what she told me concerning the
Bible. From that day I have been carrying my Bible, and it
is carrying me all over the world. I honour God’s Word, and
it honours me. Don’t forget the following good old chorus of
the Sunday School —

The B-I-B-L-E
Yes, that’s the Book for me;
I stand alone on the Word of God,
The B-I-B-L-E!

(c) Fellowship!

Make friends of God’s children. I call 2 Timothy 2:22 as
the victory verse for youngsters. You can raise your pointer
finger and the central finger as the victory (“V”) sign, and
read this verse aloud: “Second” Timothy, “Second” Chapter,
“Twentysecond” Verse, “Flee youthful lusts; but pursue
righteousness, faith, love and peace with those who call on
the Lord out of a pure heart.” After “leaving” comes “cleaving!”
Some people are careful about the first part, but neglect
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the second. Don’t underestimate the strength and safety in
fellowshipping with God’s people. If you are a lone sheep,
you will become an easy prey to ravenous wolves. There is
safety only when you are together with the other sheep in
the fold. I humbly beseech those who have problems in
overcoming sexual temptations to pick up a couple of
believers with whom they can regularly meet for prayer,
fellowship and accountability. What did Jesus do when He
was passing through the “hour of temptation?” He told His
disciples, “I am going through a tough time because of the
power of darkness. Stay awake with Me and pray with Me.”

If you neglect the fellowship of believers, you will miss
the precious worship of God which would prevent roots of
ungodliness and evil from spoiling you. Then you will sin
willfully (Heb 10:24-26). Besides attending the Sunday
service, join the cottage prayer cells also. The age-old
prescription for safety is in Ecclesiastes 4:9,10,12, “Two are
better than one, because they have a good reward for their
labour. For if they fall, one will lift up his companion. But
woe to him who is alone when he falls, because he has no
one to help him up... Though one may be overpowered by
another, two can withstand him. And a threefold cord is
not quickly broken!” Whenever and wherever it is possible
to gather with 2 or 12, 20 or 200, rush there and be warmed.
This is what will keep you away from willful  sinning.
Someone said like this —

He who falls into sin is a human.
— Pity him!

He who grieves over his sin is a saint.
— Follow him!

He who boasts of his sin is a devil.
— Shun him!

This saying is good enough to make us understand as to
with whom we must fellowship and whom we must avoid.
An old hymn by W.D. Longstaff (1822-1894) summarises
what we have been considering in the above paragraphs —

Take time to be holy, speak oft with thy Lord;

Abide with Him always, and feed on His word.

Make friends of God’s children, help those who are weak;

Forgetting in nothing His blessing to seek.

4. Beware of earthly blessings!

(a) Do not idolize blessings.

It’s true that blessings come from God; but we must not
go to the extent of worshipping them. Then the blessings
become idols. The last written books in the New Testament
are the Epistles of John. Look at 1 John 5:21: “Little children,
keep yourselves from idols. Amen.” We can even call it as
the last verse of the last chapter of the Bible. The second
and the third Epistles of John were letters written to
individuals. The first Epistle was to the Church. So we
conclude that the last warning in the Bible is against idols.

(b) Do not overindulge in blessings.

God bestows blessings on you. But if you keep on
embracing and enjoying them, they may hide from you the
face of the Blesser. Abraham and Sarah were blessed with
a handsome baby boy at their old age. They named him as
Isaac which means “laughter.”  Isaac brought laughter into
this family which was gloomy because of childlessness. This
couple was of course exuberantly rejoicing over this
delightsome addition to the family. But God called Abraham
to lay his “laughter” on the altar. Abraham did not argue
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with God, “You only gave me this blessing; how is it You are
asking it back?” He simply said, “Yes, Lord!” He laid Isaac
on the altar. What is your “Isaac?” What is the blessing that
overoccupies you? The blessing you are immersed in? Bring
it to the altar. Otherwise, you will miss God’s purpose
concerning you in this evil world. Nothing should defeat
God’s will concerning you to become holy.

Deuteronomy 26:11 says, “You shall rejoice in every good
thing which the Lord your God has given to you and your
house.” God endorses us when our enjoyment is within
bounds, but He condemns it if it’s in excess. Here’s Apostle
Paul’s teaching concerning legitimate pleasures. 1 Cor 7:29-
31, “This I say, brothers, the time is short, so that from now
on even those who have wives should be as though they
had none, those who weep as though they did not weep,
those who rejoice as though they did not rejoice, those who
buy as though they did not possess, and those who use
this world as not misusing it. For the form of this world is
passing away.” The Apostle points out five things in this
passage (a) Life partner, (b) Life’s problems, (c) Life’s
pleasures, (d) Life’s possessions and (e) Life’s profits. What’s
Paul’s philosophy? Because the time is short, we must be
careful about the enjoyment of God’s blessings bestowed
on us.

To what should we give priority in our life? The answer is
in Matthew 6:31-33, in the very words of Jesus: “Do not
worry, saying, what shall we eat? or what shall we drink?
or what shall we wear? For after all these things the Gentiles
seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all
these things. But seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”
If you look at the Lord’s prayer, only one out of the seven

requests is about our bodily need. That’s “our daily bread!”

May I say, if you pray for your earthly needs for ten minutes,

you must pray for atleast sixty minutes for the spiritual

things? But we do things topsy-turvy. We think about bodily

needs for one hour, but don’t give even ten minutes for

spiritual matters. Pray for about ten to fifteen minutes for

your physical needs. Spend the remaining time of your hour

of prayer in asking God for the exaltation of God’s name,

the extension of God’s Kingdom, and the execution of God’s

will. Let your prayers be God-centred.

If you keep on pestering God for an earthly blessing, He

may perhaps grant your request. But do you know what

Psalm 106:15 says about the people of Israel? “God gave

them their request, but sent leanness into their soul.” This

is dangerous. Don’t spend too much time praying for

physical and material needs. Even if the prayer is answered,

your soul will not prosper. Be careful!

5. Beware of false doctrines!

There is a revival of false religions and doctrines

everywhere. The devil, knowing that he has just a little time

left, is flooding the world with his deceptive doctrines. When

the disciples asked Jesus, “What is the sign of the end of

the world?” He replied, “Take heed that no one deceives

you. For many will come in My name, saying, I am the Christ,

and will deceive many” (Mt 24:4,5). The very first sign of the

endtimes, according to Jesus, is deception. Though He lists

several other signs, it is significant that He points out

deception as the first sign. He repeats in verse 11, “Then

many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” Note

that the word “many” occurs several times: Verse 5, “Many
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will come ... and will deceive many;”  Verse 11, “Many false

prophets ... and deceive many.” Jesus does not exaggerate

but emphasizes it.

Here are a few questions by which you can test whether

a particular doctrine comes from God or not —

(a) Does it increase the following?

 Does it increase my love for God?

Because, this is the first commandment. If a doctrine

increases your love for God, you can embrace it.

 Does it increase my love for the saints and the sinners?

We can embrace a doctrine if it helps to edify the saints

and evangelize the sinners.

 Does it increase my love for holiness?

Because, holiness is God’s primary character.

After listening to a sermon or doctrine, if  your desire for

holiness has increased, it is safe to embrace it.

 Does it increase my love for Christ’s Return?

Here’s what Apostle Paul writes on this: 2 Timothy 4:8,

“There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which

the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that

Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved

His appearing.” Sound doctrine increases our love for

the Second coming of Christ.

(b) Does it decrease the following?

 Does it decrease my love for luxurious lifestyle?

Christ was simple and humble. A Christian cannot be

otherwise.

 Does it decrease my desire for self-glory?

Any doctrine should fill us with the mind and spirit of
John the Baptist: “He must increase;  I must decrease.”
I must  come down. My name may be erased, but God’s
name should be exalted. He alone must be glorified. This
is what should characterise a Bible lover.

 Does it decrease my craving for earthly goods?

The old time railway carriages in India used to have this
slogan printed inside: “Less luggage; more comfort; make
travel a pleasure!” This is what a Christian ought to know.
I am a lover of shirts. My wife taught me a simple lesson:
“Give away an old shirt whenever you get a new one!”
But my problem was that I liked the old shirts as well as
the new. I wanted to keep both. But now I practise it. I
try similar things in the other areas also. Dear friend,
you won’t regret if you try such things.

Let’s sing —

Take the world, but give me Jesus  —

All its joys are but a name;

But His love abideth ever,

Through eternal years the same.

Take the world, but give me Jesus —

Let me view His constant smile;

Then throughout my pilgrim journey

Light will cheer me all the while.

— Fanny Crosby, 1820-1915
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Conclusion

God has made us holy in Christ. He keeps sanctifying us

through His Word and His Spirit. When Christ will be

revealed in His Second Advent, we shall be like Him. God

who has begun a good work in us will complete it until the

Day of Jesus Christ. We are living in a sin-sick, unholy, evil

and unrighteous world. We are waiting for the New Heaven

and New Earth where only righteousness dwells.

With all reverence in the presence of God let’s shout aloud,

“The Lord of Hosts is holy, holy, holy! Holy, holy, holy! Holy,

holy, holy! The whole earth is filled with His glory!”

Searched by the Bible

(Hebrews 4:12,13)

Mere searching of the Scriptures without letting the

Scriptures search us will lead us to arrogance and deception.

Here are 66 self-examination questions, one from each of

the Books of the Bible. Affirmative answers would indicate

sin. Have an overhauling by the Blood of Christ and the

Spirit of God.

1. Do I yield to lustful desires? (Gen 3:6)

2. Am I hardening my heart in spite of God’s repeated

warnings? (Ex 10:3)

3. Is the fire in my personal or family prayer altar dying?

(Lev 6:12,13)

4. Have I backbitten any servant of God? (Num 12:1-9)

5. Am I irregular in Bible meditation? (Dt 4:8; 30:11-16)

6. Have I caused any trouble in the Church

or fellowship? (Josh 7:24,25)

7. Do I hesitate to sever unholy relationships?

 (Judg 16:4,19,20)

8. Have I gone back on any commitment? (Ruth 1:14-17)

9. Do I fail to discipline my children? (1 Sam 2:29; 3:13)

10. Do I covet another’s spouse? (2 Sam 11:2-4,27)

11. Do I go to the extent of displeasing the Lord

to please my spouse? (1 Ki 21:25)
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12. Am I after money instead of perishing souls?

(2 Ki 5:26)

13. Do I depend on human support

 instead of divine strength? (1 Chr 21:1-8)

14. Am I puffed up when I accomplish something
for God? (2 Chr 6:18)

15. Have I excluded personal repentance
in revival praying? (Ezra 10:1)

16. Do I get easily discouraged by threats
and oppositions? (Neh 4:14; 6:9,11)

17. Do self-interests prevent my involvement
in serving the nation? (Esth 4:13-16)

18. Do I fail to praise God in my sufferings and losses?
(Job 1:20-22; 2:9,10)

19. Have I lost excitement in worship? (Psa 122:1)

20. Do I reveal secrets and damage people? (Prov 11:13)

21. Do I despise the fellowship of saints? (Eccl 4:9-12)

22. Do I fail to satisfy the sexual needs of my spouse?
(SS 2:7; 3:5; 8:4)

23. Do I insult the Cross by wilful sinning? (Isa 53:1,4,5)

24. Do I doubt God’s power? (Jer 32:27)

25. Do I complain about the punishment for my sins
instead of repenting? (Lam 3:39-41)

26. Do I disbelieve God’s promises because of delay?
(Ezek 12:21-25)

27. Am I lazy or dishonest in my workspot? (Dan 6:3-5)

28. Have I failed to live a separated life? (Hos 7:8,9)

29. Do I neglect fasting prayer? (Joel 1:12-16)

30. Am I living in luxury, unmindful of the suffering
brothers and sisters? (Am 6:1,3-6)

31. Am I proud? (Ob 3,4)

32. Do I offer excuses for my disobedience to God?

(Jon 1:1-3; 4:2)

33. Do I put family or friends before God? (Mic 7:5-7)

34. Am I slack in soulwinning and evangelism? (Nah 1:15a)

35. Do I worship my work or business? (Hab 1:15,16)

36. Do I hesitate to receive correction? (Zeph 3:1,2)

37. Do I procrastinate God’s work? (Hagg 1:2-5)

38. Have I betrayed or cheated my friends? (Zech 13:6)

39. Do I give God only the leftovers? (Mal 1:7,8,12-14)

40. Am I postponing reconciliation with anyone?

(Mt 5:23,24)

41. Am I angry with someone who pointed out my sin?

(Mk 6:17-19)

42. Do I neglect prayer because of too much work

or ministry? (Lk 5:15,16)

43. Am I dishonest in money matters? (Jn 12:6)

44. Am l sidetracking from my primary calling? (Acts 6:1-4)

45. Do I cheat or disobey the Government? (Rom 13:1-7)

46. Do I hero-worship any servant of God? (1 Cor 3:4-7)

47. Do I boast about my gifts and attainments?

(2 Cor 12:1,6,7)

48. Am I harsh towards the fallen? (Gal 6:1)

49. Do I crack filthy jokes? (Eph 5:4)

50. Do I esteem myself better than others? (Phil 2:3)

51. Do I disobey my parents? (Col 3:20)
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52. Do I despise the gifts of the Spirit? (1 Thess 5:19,20)

53. Am I a busybody in others’ matters? (2 Thess 3:11)

54. Do 1 neglect my family because of work or ministry?

(1 Tim 3:4,5)
55. Do I gossip or slander? (2 Tim 3:3)

56. Do I have divisive tendencies? (Tit 3:10,11)

57. Do I hesitate to rehabilitate someone? (Phile 15-18)

58. Am I hesitant to venture in faith? (Heb 11:8)

59. Do I regard the rich more than the poor? (Js 2:1-5)

60. Do I disobey my husband or dishonour my wife?

 (1 Pet 3:5-7)
61. Am I careless about growing in Christian virtues?

(1 Pet 1:5-9)
62. Do I hate any brother or sister? (1 Jn 3:15)

63. Do I support preachers who promote
 unsound doctrines? (2 Jn 10,11)

64. Do I love prominence? (3 Jn 9,10)

65. Do I rebel against leadership? (Jude 11c)

66. Do I waste time? (Rev 22:10,20)

God’s glory

May the God of Peace Himself

sanctify you completely;

and may your whole spirit,

soul and body be preserved

blameless at the coming

of our Lord Jesus Christ.

He who calls you is faithful,

who will also do it!

To Him who is able to keep you

from stumbling, and to present you

 faultless before the presence

of His glory with exceeding joy,

to God our Saviour,

who alone is wise, be glory

and majesty, dominion and power,

both now and forever. Amen!

(1 Thess 5:23,24; Jude 24,25)
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