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Now the plane lurched slightly to the right and Brian looked at the pilot. 
He was rubbing his shoulder again and there was the sudden smell of 
body gas in the plane.

Brian felt his eyes beginning to burn and knew there would be tears. He 
had cried for a time, but that was gone now. He didn’t cry now.

Hatchet “Book Bits”

There are 45 “Book Bits”, however, you will only need one for each student; you can 
pick and choose which ones you like the most.

1. Give each student a “Book Bit”.  The students will read their individual “Book 
Bits” and be allowed a little time to ponder and reflect on what they say (e.g., What 
impressions are they gathering about the book?).

2. Have the students move around the classroom, reading their “Book Bit” to every 
other student, while also listening to the other students’ “Book Bits”.  No discussion 
or interpretation occurs at this point; they are simply reading to each other.

3. After hearing the other students’ “Book Bits”, students can then do a quick write 
on the impressions they now have about the book (What is this book about? What 
can we infer about the characters?, What might happen in the story? etc.)

4. After the quick write, students can discuss with each other in pairs, small groups, 
and eventually whole group.

5. The “Book Bit” quick write can then be revisited after students have read more of 
the book, or have completed the book.
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Spit came from the corners of his mouth and his legs contracted up, up 
into the seat, and his eyes rolled back in his head until there was only 
white.

Dad, he thought. Not “my father.” My dad.

Brian pushed the nose of the plane down and threw up.

Even after his mind began working and he could see what had hap-
pened he could do nothing. It was as if his hands and arms were lead.

Panic came then. He had been afraid, had been stopped with the terror of 
what was happening, but now panic came and he began to scream into the 
microphone, scream over and over.

© M. Tallman 2013 • www.TeacherThrive.com



VOCABULARY RESOURCES

DAILY LANGUAGE REVIEWS (GRADES 3-8)

DAILY MATH REVIEWS (GRADES 3-6)

HANDS-ON MATH TILES
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