
 

 
 
 
 

2017 DESIGN COMPETITION WINNERS – JURY EXPLANATION 
 

The jury members have to synthetically explain the reasons why the winning proposals have 

been chosen: 

 

OVERALL DESIGN EXCELLENCE (100 words)  

TITLE: Building on, living within 

UNIVERSITY: RMIT     TEAM: A 

 

An outstanding, thoughtful, strong and bold design, both architecturally and ecologically, 

that engages with the reality of Semarang, both now and in the future, and which 

impressed the jury leading to this scheme being their unanimous first choice. Particular 

strengths are: 

The economic revitalisation of the Kampong along with the ecological restoration of the 

river and the mangrove system, which go hand in hand 

The use of systems that connect with the community 

The reactivation of the river using natural coastal mangroves 

A highly architectural and adaptive approach that embraces local life 

A thorough understanding of local identity, content and culture 

A poetic and powerful presentation, both visual and oral 

 

 

 

 



 

URBAN DESIGN EXCELLENCE (100 words)  

TITLE: RETRACE 

UNIVERSITY: Technische Universitat Darmstadt   TEAM: A 

 

This proposal effectively considers the issue of urban revitalisation in the broadest context, 

from the upper hills of Semarang to the coastline. It provides a comprehensive and holistic 

strategy. It cleverly adopts an approach of making a space for water, rather than fighting it 

with engineering solutions. Its approach is replicable in other locations.  

The presentation was innovative, reinforcing the forward thinking nature of the proposal.  

In particular, concerning urban design, the proposal engages successfully with different 

scales, from macro to household.  

Finally, the scheme has considered economic revitalisation, keeping the cultural identity and 

taking advantage of the existing architectural heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN EXCELLENCE (100 words) 

TITLE: PENDOPO 

UNIVERSITY: NUS                        TEAM:  A 

 

This scheme provides a strong architectural response that prioritises local communities. Such 

an approach is sometimes rare in architectural education, and in this instance was 

considered as a massive strength by the jury, as not only an appropriate but also a vital 

stance to take in working with lower income communities. Particular strengths of the 

proposal are: 

Starting from the local conditions and traditions to develop a coherent approach, ie from 

local to general 

Interpreting resilience foremost as a social issue 

Embracing temporality, leading for instance to the adoption of incremental techniques 

An approach that seeks to engage with the true nature of neighbourhood life 

An excellent graphical presentation, adopting a style that reflects the urban reality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HONORABLE MENTIONS (1 sentence per proposal) 

 

BUET – B, Soakable society 

An excellent consideration of the issues that supports the ‘thriving attitude of inhabitants’ 

with architectural strategies, such as permeable pavements, and social-economic and 

cultural activities such as the culinary village. 

 

TUD – B, SPROUD 

A clearly presented and articulated approach that combines water, waste and social 

considerations, where communities can be part of a flexible process that combines 

techniques to provide tools for dialogue and social empowerment. 

 

CEPT – B, Strengthening Water Ecosystems 

A sensitive and thoughtful approach that combines both natural and urban ecosystems with 

economic initiatives such as such as duck-rice-fish farming, to achieve resilience both now 

and for the future. 

 

ITB – A, Free Flow 

An innovative proposal that takes a long-term view of the challenges and opportunities, by 

accepting the reality of rising water and challenging incremental approaches to create a 

considered vision of the future.  
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