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The Perseverance 
 

“Back to its former glory...It’s a proper village pub!” 
 

 
 
 

Quality Cask Ales 
 

Fantastic Wine List  
 

Delicious Home Cooked Food Served Daily  
Monday-Friday 12-3 and 5-9 

Saturday 12-9 
Sunday 12-6 

 
Sky Sports being shown 

 
Bookings Now Being Taken 

 
We are Able to Cater For Weddings, Christenings and Funerals 

 
 
 
 

2 High Street  
Wraysbury TW19 5DB 

01784 482375 
Find Us On Facebook:@The Perseverance Wraysbury 

www.thepercy.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.the/


  

 



  

 



  

 



  

  



  

 



  

 



  



  

EDITORIAL 
 

Welcome to the December 2014 102
nd

 issue of the Wraysbury News. This edition I 

hope is as good as ever. 

Wraysbury Fair was on June 14th and lots of money was spent on good causes. This 

year’s theme was Super Heroes. Several put in an appearance. This was followed by 

Wraysbury Primary School’s Summer Fair on 5th July, a day after American 

Independence Day and their theme was Stars and Stripes. The 10
th

 St Andrew’s 

Garden Party was held at the Grange on Saturday 6th September and because of this 

year’s World Cup in Brazil, we all went to the Carnival.  

We thank all our advertisers, old and new and without them we would not be able to 

distribute 2300 copies to every house in Wraysbury and Horton. We also leave copies 

in the shops, pubs and churches. Thanks also go to our contributors and our growing 

number and willing band of deliverers.  

Maggie Gardiner Invoicing/Accounts/ Publishing and Distribution 

 

All future articles, offers of help, comments and enquiries: 
Post to: 24 The Avenue Wraysbury TW19 5HA Tel: 01784 482520 

Email: wraysburynews@hotmail.com and maggie_gardiner@btinternet.com  

We are also on the adverts Facebook page www.facebook.com/pages/wraysbury-

news/186318206657 and you can join the Wraysbury News facebook group 

www.facebook.com/groups/125033004220013 The page was a ‘life saver’ during 

the floods. 

A pdf copy of the latest edition is on the St Andrew’s and St Michael’s Church 

websites: www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk and www.stmichaels-horton.org 

All formats will be gratefully received, but if you can email either as an 

attachment or in the email it saves me retyping it. 

DEADLINE FOR ARTICLES, DIRECTORY OR ADVERT CHANGES FOR 

THE JUNE 2015 ISSUE: April 30
th

. 

 

 

FRONT COVER IS PICTURES OF CHRISTMAS TREES AT THE 

FESTIVALS IN ST ANDREW’S CHURCH IN 2012 AND 2013 

 

 

All articles in the Wraysbury News are the views of the contributors and don’t 

always reflect the view of the Editor. 

Published by the Wraysbury Association 



  

Wraysbury Parish Council 

The Wraysbury Parish Council (WPC), as of December 2014, is made up as follows: 

 

Mrs. Margaret Lenton (Chairman) 

Mr. David Martin (Vice-Chairman) 

Mrs. Diana Hughes (Lead Member – Planning) 

Mr. Michael Smith (Lead Member – Properties) 

Mr. Michael Williams (Lead Member – Greens) 

 “        “             “ (Lead Member – Community Resilience) 

Mr. Graham Sinclair (Lead Member – Watercourses) 

Mr. John Lenton (RBWM Councillor, Horton & Wraysbury Ward) 

 

Mr. Charles Collins Mr. Andrew Davis 

Mr. Peter Lord Mr. Andrew Moran 

 

Clerk to the Council Mr. Michael Kiely Tel: 01628 634530 

  C/o Suite 350, High Street, Maidenhead, SL6 1JN 

  Email: info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

WPC Website: www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk 

 

WPC Facebook Page:

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/wrayburyparishcouncil 

 

LOCATION OF WRAYSBURY PARISH COUNCIL (WPC) 

NOTICEBOARDS 
 

There are 7 WPC noticeboards at the following locations: 
 

1) Coppermill Road – next to the village sign opposite Mill Place. 

2) Village Car Park – on the side wall of the Frost Partnership estate 

agency. 

3) Hythe End – on the front wall of Hythe End Stores in Staines 

Road. 

4) Gloucester Drive – on the side wall of Giggs Stores in Wraysbury Road. 

5) Village Hall – to the left of the main entrance from The Green. 

6) Wraysbury Primary School – next to the school noticeboard, by the 

school entrance. 

7) Welley Road – opposite The Avenue / Park Avenue junction, 

   next to the post box in front of Body Glow UK. 

 

mailto:info@wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.wraysburyparishcouncil.gov.uk/


  

REPORT FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 

It was a very proud moment for me when I became your Parish Council Chairman in 

May 2014.  I was also very proud when one of the first functions I undertook was to 

assist in the presentation of the Arthur Walters Award for service to our community.   

First we had a number of people who could have won and who received a 

paperweight to acknowledge their work, and when the award was given to the ‘Flood 

Team’, that was an acknowledgement of how the village had united and pulled 

together at a very challenging and difficult time during the floods. 

My priorities are with my fellow councillors to work for the village to the best of our 

abilities.  We are working on the Horton & Wraysbury Neighbourhood Plan which 

will inform planning and determine services to be provided for some time to come.   

We must have a Community Flood Plan which uses the lessons learnt in January and 

February this year.  We must all also campaign for the Lower Thames Strategy (River 

Thames Scheme) to be implemented as soon as possible. 

We have work to do on the children’s playground which will require time and effort 

to access funds to develop this facility.  We also have to bear in mind the needs of 

older residents. 

Next year, Wraysbury will be playing a major part in celebrating Magna Carta’s 800
th

 

Anniversary, which I hope will remind people of this historic village which has been 

occupied for so long and which has such a proud history.   

On 9
th

 November I laid a wreath, on behalf of the village, to those who gave their 

lives in two World Wars and who deserve to be remembered for their sacrifice, 

particularly as this year marks the 100
th
 anniversary of the outbreak of the First World 

War. 

Those who died were fighting for freedom. 

Margaret Lenton (Chairman of Wraysbury Parish Council) 



  

WRAYSBURY COMMUNITY RESILIENCE 
 

I am currently engaged in the process of developing a Community Resilience Plan, 

along with Andy Moran.  This will be an overarching plan that will be developed to 

cover how we as a community will deal with ‘emergencies’.  Obviously the need to 

react to Flooding is of paramount importance to us, as we know only too well, but the 

plan will also address other catastrophic situations such as an aviation disaster or a 

breached reservoir within our community. 

It will take some time to produce this overall Community Resilience Plan but we need 

something in place as soon as possible for flooding events and to this end we are 

working with members of the core Wraysbury Flood Team to capture ‘what went 

right’ in January & February this year, but as importantly ‘what went wrong’.   

It is our intention to have produced a ‘near final’ draft of the flooding components by 

the end of this year which will then be circulated for a rapid review process so that it 

can be ‘issued’ by the end of January 2015.  If, god forbid, we need to face another 

flood event before then we will have to go with what we have at that time.  But we 

will have already captured the salient points from earlier this year & the majority, if 

not all, of those who stepped up then will still be around in the locality & hopefully 

remember how well it worked when we as a community came together to face the 

situation. 

Let‘s not forget that it was ALL of us who made it work & if we ALL re-create our 

efforts then it would work again.  Also because of the changes taking place within the 

emergency services as a direct result of what happened (or rather didn’t happen!) in 

Wraysbury it is unlikely that we would be so unsupported again in the initial period of 

a major flood.  No politician or emergency service supremo would ever relish the 

prospect of being cornered by our Su B!   

Wraysbury Flood Incidence, Resilience & Mitigation Action Group 

(WFIRMAG) 

The process of setting up this Wraysbury ‘Flood Action Group’, in conjunction with 

the National Flood Forum (NFF), continues but has had to take a back seat in view of 

the urgent need to have a useable Flooding Response Plan.   

The action group is meant to be something that is created & sustained by the 

community for the benefit of the community.  But for it to be effective it does need 

community engagement.  If you want to know more or want to get involved at this 

early stage then contact me via e-mail  

(Mike.Williams@WraysburyParishCouncil.gov.uk) or by phone (01784 483039) 

Mike Williams (Wraysbury Parish Councillor) 

mailto:Mike.Williams@WraysburyParishCouncil.gov.uk


  

WRAYSBURY COMMUNITY ‘SPIRIT’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This group, along with its associated Facebook group page, has been created to attract 

local volunteers who wish to help Horton and Wraysbury village residents for all sorts 

of everyday needs.  Wraysbury Voluntary Care is organised by concerned local 

residents that can see a need for voluntary care in our local community.   

Anyone in need, or a concerned neighbour, can simply call the dedicated phone 

number (01784 482 515) and inform the local co-ordinator of their needs.   

The ‘request’ could then relayed by telephone (e.g. the co-ordinator might just call 

you directly, as they think it’s an issue you can best deal with) or might it be 

published as an open request on the closed FB group.  Although it is a closed group, 

for reasons of confidentiality & security, there will be no specific info published, e.g. 

just “Can somebody with a car spare an hour tomorrow morning at 9am…” the 

volunteer would call the coordinator (01784 482515) for specific instructions etc.  

Once a volunteer has been secured and all the arrangements are in place a second 

announcement would be made confirming the ‘request’ has been resolved. 

If you feel you can make a difference we would be delighted to welcome you! 



  

NEWS FROM YOUR ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR & 

MAIDENHEAD COUNCILLORS 
 

The parishes of Horton and Wraysbury share two Royal Borough of Windsor & 

Maidenhead (RBWM) Councillors. They are Councillor John Lenton and Councillor 

Colin Rayner. Colin Rayner is also a Horton Parish Councillor while John Lenton is 

also a Wraysbury Parish Councillor. In practice, both Borough Councillors work very 

closely with both Parish Councils. 

Sadly, many residents of the Parish are still recovering from the floods last winter 

caused by a prolonged period of the heaviest rainfall for 250 years. 

Many residents suffered from flood damaged homes which in all too many cases will 

take a long time to dry out and some properties still have to be replaced. Although the 

Borough gives a very high priority to approving replacement buildings, in several 

cases residents are taking the opportunity to replace damaged bungalows with larger 

and frequently higher buildings. This makes approval a longer process as 

consideration has to be given to traffic implications, effect on adjacent buildings, 

availability of services like sewerage, green belt issues (particularly when what is 

called the “openness” of the green belt is concerned) and so on.  Approval is 

accordingly not wholly under the control of the Royal Borough especially as 

correspondence with other agencies is time consuming. 

Where residents still require help with flood related problems, a large amount of flood 

related information continues to be available on the RBWM website below. 

www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/news_flood_update.htm#Help_after_the_flooding_for_residents 

Two examples of available help are: 

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead Flood Relief Fund 

The Berkshire Flood Recovery Fund 

The first of these funds provides grants of up to £500 for persons who suffer hardship 

and distress or are in a condition of need as a result of local flooding while the second 

offers grants of varying amounts for flood relief to residents, community groups and 

small businesses.  

Your Councillors continue to campaign with the RBWM to persuade the Government 

to provide full funding for the early construction of the River Thames Scheme to 

provide flood relief channels from Datchet to Teddington Lock.  Progress on this is 

disappointingly slow.  We are also campaigning for the immediate re-introduction of 
dredging of the Thames, noting that dredging is now taking place elsewhere. 

We still await the introduction of the Government flood insurance scheme (Flood Re) 

which still seems at least a year away.  The present problem is the entirely predictable 

problem of excluding band H properties, which of course would distort the housing 

market. 

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/news_flood_update.htm#Help_after_the_flooding_for_residents


  

Your Parish Council is participating in the Neighbourhood Plan consultation and a 

large number of responses are being received. 

Also at the time of writing your Borough Councillors are objecting to the Post Office 

proposal to close our local post Office, for renovation during the peak Christmas 

period.  A more unsuitable time would be difficult to find.  

John Lenton remains a member of several consultative committees on aviation and 

your councillors initiated the policy decision to support a new runway at Gatwick and 

to oppose one at Heathrow. We hope for an early start at Gatwick and termination of 

night flights from Heathrow. A final decision on the new runway will not be taken 

until after the General Election.  

We have also insisted that the Borough should demand more noise mitigation 

measures at Heathrow to avoid any increase in noise levels from changes in flight 

patterns. 

Magna Carta 

Our Councillors are continuing to work with Horton and Wraysbury Residents, the 

Royal Borough, and Surrey County Council, together with the Boroughs of 

Runnymede, Spelthorne and now Slough residents, on joint celebrations to celebrate 

the 800
th

 Anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta somewhere in the parish of 

Wraysbury.  These celebrations are the subject of another article by Margaret Lenton. 

Finally Colin and John continue to be very proud to serve our Residents and we have 

many friends in the best ward in the Royal Borough.  We are also very much indebted 

to our wives, Samantha and Margaret, for their help to us in carrying out our duties. 

You may like to view the council's website for further information on Council 

Services at http://www.rbwm.gov.uk 

Please feel free to contact us with any issues that you have that relate to the duties of 

the Council. 

Our contact details are: 

Cllr Colin Rayner  Cllr John Lenton 

Horton & Wraysbury Ward  Horton & Wraysbury Ward 
 

 

Cllr.Rayner@rbwm.gov.uk  John-Lenton@BTconnect.com 
 

Office:  01753 685480 Home:  01784 482001 

Mobile:  +44 (0)7778 547542 Mobile:  +44 (0)7889 991877 
Berkyn Manor Farm  92 Welley Road 

Stanwell Road  Wraysbury 

Horton   STAINES 

SLOUGH  TW19 5EP 

Sl3 9PE 

mailto:Cllr.Rayner@rbwm.gov.uk
mailto:John-Lenton@BTconnect.com


  

WRAYSBURY FAIR SATURDAY 14
TH

 JUNE 2014 
 

Superheroes summed up the flavour of the New Year's beginning. I think we all 

survived the first gush of flooding, but the second lot knocked us all sideways and our 

predetermined theme for the Fair seemed even more appropriate to pay tribute to all 

those helping our Flood Wardens through the murky days of February and March. 

Special thanks to Dave Francis, his Family and the army of helpers. We tried to 

reflect in the spirit of our Noah's Ark Float, followed up with the Hurricanes’ Dragon 

Boat and Truckloads of Superhero Kids all following the marching band. It made a 

wonderful procession along The High Street and into The Green. Who would have 

thought a rainstorm would try to wipe us out as we were assembling at the top of 

Douglas Lane, but we are made of sterner stuff. 

Our Fair Committee had congregated the largest array of stalls ever seen around the 

Green, thanks to Team Bennetts, the Fair has blossomed into the most successful 

village social event of the year. We would also like to thank Lucy for taking the Craft 

Show to even greater heights, the Scouts feeding of the 5000 with their hog roast and 

barbecue, Ben for his seamless commentary of events and Frank for the splendid 

display of vintage and veteran vehicles. 

Now we have the opportunity of surpassing even this with the Magna Carta Theme 

for the 800th anniversary of the Sealing of The Magna Carta "within the Boundaries 

of this Parish were laid the foundations of English Liberty" on June 15th 1215. 

The Village Fair will be a Medieval Festival and Celebration. We would hope all 

coming will don the mode of dress from the period. Maidens with tall hats and 

swishing dresses; noblemen with chainmail and armour, shields, broadswords 

(wooden or plastic) longbows and lances, carts and carriages of the era will all be 

welcome. The reincarnation of Wyrardisbury during this amazing period of history 

will be our target!! 

Thanks for all who participate. 

Glyn Larcombe Wraysbury Fair Committee Chairman 

01784 483046   splashstudiosart@aol.com 

 



  

 

 

MAGNA CARTA 800 CELEBRATIONS 
 

It is now a short time until the 800
th

 anniversary of the sealing of Magna Carta in 

1215 and we, in Wraysbury will be at the centre of the national celebrations. It is 

increasingly certain that Magna Carta was, in fact, sealed within the boundaries of the 

Priory at Ankerwycke.   

As a country we have a proud tradition of valuing the ‘Rule of Law’ which can be 

said to date back to Magna Carta, with its two ‘golden clauses’ which guarantee trial 

by one’s peers and that justice must not be delayed, bought or sold. 

We have a great deal planned for next year with three lead-up events followed by 

over a week of celebration in the village. It is hoped that there will be an archery 

contest on 6
th

 June 2015, between teams representing the different estates of the 

barons present at the sealing. There will be a flower festival on 6
th

 and 7
th

 June 2015, 

organised by Lucy Foster in St Andrew’s Church (which would have been over one 

hundred years’ old in 1215). On Thursday 11
th

 June 2015, it is intended that the 

‘Wraysbury Players will give an entertainment based on Magna Carta. While on 

Saturday 13
th

 June 2015, the village fair will become a medieval fair and pageant.   

On Sunday 14
th

 June, thanks to the generosity of Glyn Larcombe and his wife we 

intend to hold a ‘Liber Tea’ at the Grange followed by a ‘Songs of Praise’. This will 

mirror a Liber Tea to celebrate Magna Carta to be held in the Victoria Gardens next to 

the Houses of Commons and Lords and to remember that 2015 is also the 750
th

 

anniversary of Simon de Montfort calling a Parliament. Our event will be ushered in 

by a peal of bells, rung from St Andrew’s church. 

The Royal Borough is planning a river flotilla going from Maidenhead to 

Ankerwycke/Runnymede on the weekend of 13
th

/14
th

 June. This will include 

representatives of all the organisations within the Borough and they will carry a copy 

of Magna Carta and the best Magna Carta for today drawn up by children of the 

Borough and beyond. We have two projects, one for younger children (Years 1-4) 

who are to work upon heraldry and older children working upon devising a Magna 

Carta for today. 

You will be informed fully of everything planned; when you receive a booklet which 

Dennis Pitt has written giving the history of Magna Carta and listing events to be 

held. In addition, the village will have the embroidery upon which Lesley West and 

her team are working. We have commissioned a fanfare to be composed by a student 

of the Royal Academy of Music to be played at our events and used by others. 

We would like to village to be decorated and everyone to take part: we have much to 

celebrate.  

We now have links with Odiham, St Albans, Bury St Edmunds, Slough, Walkern and 



  

Stoke Poges. We have been invited to their celebrations and they are hoping to visit 

Wraysbury in June 2015. Connections in the United States will also contribute as they 

along with the Commonwealth look to Magna Carta as being important to them and 

the foundation of their values and constitutions.  

Margaret Lenton     October 2014 

E-mail: margaret-lenton@btconnect.com  Tel: 01784 482001  

 

 

WRAYSBURY HISTORY GROUP 
 

 

We started the second half of the year in September with a very informative talk 

by Edward Dixon on the part played by VADS (Voluntary Aid Detachments) in 

the First World War. I never realised that women couldn’t go abroad in 1914 to 

nurse the troops and women doctors were unheard of. 

David Ford returned to Wraysbury in October and gave a very interesting 

illustrated talk on the many curiosities in Buckinghamshire. 

We have our Christmas party in December and then we have a winter break until 
March. The two speakers whose talks were postponed earlier this year because of 

the floods have been rebooked for March and May. 

SPEAKERS FOR WRAYSBURY HISTORY GROUP 2015 

MARCH 12th   Nick Pollard  Roman Staines 

APRIL 9
th
  Andrea Cameron Cranford 

MAY 14th  Tony Eaton  Failed to Return  

JUNE 11
th
  Wraysbury Players Magna Carta 

JULY 9th  Brigitte Mitchell Windsor in World War 1 

AUGUST SUMMER BREAK 

The meetings continue to be held in the Colne Room in Wraysbury Village Hall 
on the 2

nd
 Thursday of each month starting at 7 30pm. Visitors are most welcome. 

Subscriptions for 2015 are £15 for the year and £2 per visitor. 

Jill Hopkins   01784 482947 

Maggie Gardiner  01784 482520 



  

 



  

 

 
The Green, Wraysbury 

TW19 5NA 

 

Comprising of 

The Thames Hall, The Colne Room, The Lake Room &  

The Windsor Room 

 

BOOKING NOW FOR 2015 - 2016 

 

The Thames Hall spacious, with a fully equipped stage, accommodating up to 200 is an 

ideal setting for that really special occasion - a wedding, a stage show, a conference, a 

dance or social. 

 
The Colne Room holding up to 55, is an attractive room perfect for Children's Parties, 

Meetings and is used for staging Art & Craft Exhibitions. 

 

The Lake Room boasts a patio with views over rural Wraysbury. Its elegance makes it 

just right for Surprise Parties, Wedding Anniversaries or Children's Birthday Parties. 

Accommodates around 50. 

 

The Windsor Room is the latest addition and holds up to 65, so is ideal for the larger 

party. It has its own disabled toilet and changing room. 

 

The Thames Hall, Lake Room and Windsor Room can be integrated to accommodate 

larger parties. 

 
Wraysbury Village Halls have full disabled access, disabled toilets, a well equipped 

kitchen, an attractive foyer, a hearing loop and plenty of car parking. Our resident 

Managers, Mark and Jackie, can advise on catering, hire of bands/disco and decorative 

specialists. To make your event special give them a ring on 01784 483240. 

Web Site:-www.wraysburyvillagehalls.com 

 

 



  

 WRAYSBURY PLAYERS 

 
 

2014 was my 12
th

 and final year as chairman of Wraysbury Players; an office that I 

have been pleased to hold and I trust my successor, Ben Wood gets the same 

satisfaction as I have from holding this office. 

January saw us producing the Panto Red Riding Hood directed by Jon Lee and 

Bradley Fisher. It was their first stab at directing. 

May meant that due to unforeseen circumstances we had to cancel our show, mainly 

due to the after effects of flooding. 

Unfortunately we were unable to man a stall at the Wraysbury Fair but the Grange 

fete gave us the opportunity to promote Society Challenge and the October show. 

The Society Challenge, held on the 10
th
 September proved to be a great success 

despite fears of low attendance. The winning group, Wine Makers picked out St 

Andrew’s Church to receive the profit from the evening, amounting to £300. 

I do hope that most of you were able to enjoy our recent play, It Runs in the Family 

by Ray Cooney. A very funny farce that saw almost capacity audiences. 

So it is on to Panto 2015, “Adventure in Pantomime” by Alan Frayn, which will run 

from 29
th

 to 31
st
 January with a matinee performance on Saturday 31

st
. 

Tickets will be available on our new web site www.wraysburyplayers.co.uk. 

Many thanks for your continued support, 

Jim Minter 

 

WRAYSBURY SHORT MAT BOWLS CLUB 

 

The club meets every Monday and Wednesday in the Village Hall from 1.30pm 

where you can enjoy at least two games before tea and biscuits. All the equipment is 

supplied; all you need is soft shoes to protect the carpets. Prospective new members 

are always welcome to come along where any instruction is gladly given. It is good 

exercise in a sociable atmosphere, where for a small annual fee and £2.50 per session. 

This pays for the hire of the hall. 

An annual dinner is held to present trophies to the highest points scored. In all a very 
pleasant way particularly in the winter to get some exercise and mix with people. 

So if you need gentle exercise this is for you. 

Harold Hutt   01784 482944  harold.hutt@yahoo.co.uk 



  

 
WRAYSBURY VILLAGE HALL 

Financially, a poor year which showed a trading loss of £2,000, fortunately we have 

substantial reserves and we can identify the loss to the closure of the Hall in January 

& February due the flooding.  

We also faced considerable expense over the heating system. While the boiler is 

comparatively new the pipework & radiators are much older and needed flushing out. 

The problem is not totally resolved but work is continuing. 

The defibrillator caused considerable concern on Facebook due to uninformed 

rumours. We were aware it needed a new battery which we obtained and following 

advice from the manufacturers another spare part was replaced. It is in situ and ready 

for your emergency. If you have any concerns about the Hall please contact Mark, 

Jackie or me. We will try to help and, if necessary, take you question to the 

Committee. 

We are embarking on a room by room programme of redecoration which we hope to 

start in the New Year. 

The Village has a growing Asian population and I appeal to them to consider joining 

some of the many Clubs that are available at the Hall or forming new ones. They can 

be sure of a welcome and may well have fresh ideas for our very well appointed 

facility. If you are new to the Village give Mark or Jackie a ring (01784 483240) and 

they will be pleased to show you all that the Hall has to offer. 

Finally, our sincerest thanks to Mark & Jackie for the care and attention they give to 

the Hall, so that it is always in great shape for the whole Village to enjoy. 

Mike Smith Chairman    

www.wraysburyvillagehalls.com micro500@btinternet.com 



  

EGHAM, STAINES & 

WRAYSBURY COMMITTEE

 
 

We have had a quiet year in 2014 compared to 2013 when we raised a record amount. 

This is mainly due to not having a big event but perhaps next year we will raise the 

energy to take on another project. 

Our bottle stall at the Wraysbury Fair went very well realising £656 thanks to all the 

bottle contributors. In last December’s Wraysbury News I was bemoaning the loss of 

the Country & Western Club as a source of ‘bottle money’ but I need not have 

worried.  As most of you will know Frank & Joy Burry are now running Wraysbury 

Country Music Club, with great success I may say and willingly agreed to us 

collecting from their members for ‘bottle money‘. Many thanks to them. 

We had a brilliant collection at Sainsburys in July which raised £1,200 and at Tesco 

on October the total £758. We were disappointed in the result at our coffee morning 

in September probably because so many were being held. But the main thing is that 

the money was raised somewhere in the Village. 

We have one very big concern and that is the lack of people willing to collect at the 

supermarkets or shopping centres. I know it can be onerous but we only ask you to do 

1½ hours and most of our collectors find it interesting to talk to the people. We have 3 

or 4 of these each year and of course would not expect you to do them all - unless you 

want to! Please think about it and if you decide you can help please ring either Ken 

Keeble on 01784 483591 or me on 01784 483452. 

Great big thanks to of you who support us so well. We can’t do it without you. 

Rosemary Smith Treasurer micro500@btinternet.com 01784 483452 

 

WRAYSBURY PHOTO CARDS 

for sale in aid of Wraysbury Baptist Church 
 

Wraysbury in Summer / Winter Note Cards  5 Pack  £2.50 
 

Wraysbury Christmas Cards  6 pack  £2.50 
 

plus 

single Photo Cards and handmade cards  
 

Available from the church during Drop-In times, Sundays (12.15-12.45) 
and events e.g. Wraysbury Fair, Macmillan Fairs & St Andrew’s Garden Party 

and Note Cards / Christmas Cards from Sai News. 

 

  



  

               The parishes of St Andrew Wraysbury 

and St Michael Horton 
 

The purpose of our church is to spread the Good News of Jesus 

Christ and to increase the Christian family through our prayers, our worship 

and our God centred lives. 

www.stmichaels-horton.org: www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk 
 

PARISH MINISTRY TEAM 

Rev Colin Gibson  

Mrs Beryl Walters: Lay Minister 

Mr Mike Miller: Parish Evangelist 
 

 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE VICAR 
Is it True? 

When I wrote my last Christmas message for Wraysbury News Elisa and I had only been 

here a few months. We still felt very new, even though we had been made very welcome. 

Little did we realise what an amazing experience our first Christmas with you was going 

to be! 

There was the Christmas Tree Festival. What amazing imaginations you all have! What an 

incredible variety of trees from the bizarre to the beautiful! What a great atmosphere! My 

favourite was the Dalek Tree. The School Parents, Teachers and Friends Association is 

running the Festival again this year, on Friday 28 / Saturday 29 at St Andrew's. Not to be 

missed. 

Then there was the Christingle at St Michael's. Sadly our special guest, Ruth the donkey, 

had to retire last year, but Baa-bara the woolly sheep did her best as a stand-in. The 

church was packed with children of all ages, having a wonderful time together. This year 

The Christingle falls on Christmas Eve once again, at 6.00pm. 

And of course there were the perennial Christmas favourites – the Carol Service and the 

Midnight Mass with their unique mixture of peace, tradition, innocent joy and holy awe. 

This year they are both at St Andrew's, on Sunday 21st at 6.00pm (Carols) and at 11.30pm 

on Christmas Eve. 

These are just some of the events that make Christmas so special here. I could have added 

many more – switching on the Christmas Tree Lights on Horton Green, singing carols 

outside Frosts, and in pubs and clubs, worship on Christmas day itself. But every so often 

we have to stop and ask ourselves, What is the fuss really all about? John Betjeman put it 
this way in his famous poem Christmas: 

And is it true, 

This most tremendous tale of all, 

Seen in a stained-glass window's hue, 

A Baby in an ox's stall ? 

The Maker of the stars and sea 

Become a Child on earth for me? 



  

In the end, it's pointless if it's not true, and no honest person should believe it, however 

inspiring or comforting or traditional it may be. On the other hand, if something is true, 

then we owe it to the truth to act on it, even if it's challenging and uncomfortable.  

I promote Christmas because I believe it is true. Not just because I'm not convinced by 

scientism, which is the unprovable belief that science alone can give a full account of all 

phenomena and all human experience. There are some massive omissions and 

illogicalities in this position which I am prepared to debate with anyone – give me a call 

and try me!  

But much more positively because I am convinced by Jesus. There is no character in 

history like him. And nor is there any character in fiction –I took a degree in literature and 

I know that Jesus was not made up. If there is a God of Love, and he became incarnate as 

a human being, then Jesus is what love incarnate looks like, fiercer and stronger and more 

tender than we thought. I believe in God because I believe Jesus is His Son: God came 

among us on a rescue mission to restore in us His love and our humanity. Glad tidings of 

great comfort and joy! 

I'll leave the last word to John Betjeman again: 

And is it true? For if it is, 

No loving fingers tying strings 

Around those tissued fripperies, 
The sweet and silly Christmas things, 

Bath salts and inexpensive scent 

And hideous tie so kindly meant, 

 

No love that in a family dwells, 

No carolling in frosty air, 

Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
Can with this single Truth compare - 

That God was man in Palestine 

And lives today in Bread and Wine. 

Merry Christmas everyone! 

 

Review of 2014  

St Michael's and St Andrew's both had a busy and productive year. We are going places! 

 Members of both churches, alongside our sister church Wraysbury Baptists, 

contributed significantly to the community effort during the floods. 

 St Andrew's started a Facebook page on 

www.facebook.com/st.andrews.wraysbury – do take a look. 

 The Garden Party was the best ever! 

 We put on a great party at the Grange for the finale of the Bishop of Oxford's 

pilgrimage up the River Thames. 

 Both churches have drawn up Mission Action Plans to help us discern how to 
grow ministry to the people of our parishes. 

 St Michael's church has grown in numbers. Sunday attendance has almost 

doubled. 

 St Andrew's held its first healing service. 

 St Michael's carried out a massive clear up of the church grounds and put 

together the Holy Dusters team to polish and tidy the church interior too. 

 St Michael's also started Kidz Crafty Church – your children are invited! 



  

 Four people were confirmed by the Bishop of Buckinghamshire and two others 

reaffirmed their faith at the same service. 

 The saddest part of this year has been the loss of two wonderful ladies who had a 

huge ministry of comfort and support to people both in and outside the churches, 

Vicki Lipscombe and Sheila Ferguson. Following so soon after the death of Rona 

Pitt, we are bereft of our beautiful and irreplaceable sisters. 

 

Prospects for 2015 

 We are going to be joined this summer by a full-time curate, Joseph Fernandez, 

and his lovely family. Find out more on our Facebook page. 

 We shall be playing a major part in the Magna Carta celebrations. We're working 

on a commemorative wall hanging, a Flower Festival and a Songs of Praise. 

 We aim to release people for leadership and ministry of various kinds by 

exploring our gifts and talents. 

 We are planning to have more healing services from time to time. 

 We aim for open doors – to enhance our welcome to visitors and new members. 

 We also aim for deep wells – to deepen our spirituality and draw closer to God's 

love. 

 

CRAFTY CHURCH & KIDS’ CRAFTY CHURCH 
On the 3

rd
 * Saturday of each month St Michael’s hosts Crafty Church from 2 to 

4pm. This is a free event – you are welcome to bring any knitting, sewing, painting, 

embroidery, or beadwork. Anything you are working on or would like to try. There 

are some donated resources available and the regulars are all happy to share 

resources, equipment and ideas. Craft, chat and have a cuppa in our lovely 

12
th
 Century church and have company while you craft. 

On the 2
nd

 * Saturday of every other month (the even numbered months) St Michael’s 

also hosts Kids’ Crafty Church (2 to 4pm). Bring the kids and have a cuppa and a 

chat with the other parents while the kids try a whole variety of new crafts. Thanks to 

a grant from the Bishop which provides the resources this event is also free. 

* The dates vary due to other events in the church and volunteer availability – please 

text Benta on 07986 239 269 for information and to be added to the texting list to be 

advised of future sessions. 

Children under 16 to be accompanied by an adult please. 

I Blog at: www.SLIKstitches.com 

And www.FunWithFabricUK.blogspot.com 

My web site: www.SLIKstitches.co.uk 

Benta 

http://www.slikstitches.com/
http://www.funwithfabricuk.blogspot.com/
http://www.slikstitches.co.uk/


  

 

REGULAR SERVICES 
St. Andrew’s Wraysbury 
1

st
 Sunday: Informal Service at 11.00 a.m. 

2
nd 

&
 
4

th
 Sunday: Parish Communion at 11.00 a.m. (prayer ministry 2

nd
 Sunday) 

3
rd

 Sunday: Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion at 8.00 a.m. 
                   New Life Service: 11.00 a.m.  

5
th

 Sunday: Parish Communion for both parishes at St. Michael’s. 

Every Sunday: Young Seekers Sunday Club in Annexe at 11.00 a.m. 

St. Michael’s Horton 

2
nd

 Sunday: Informal Service at 9.30 a.m. 

1
st
, 3

rd
 & 4

th
 Sunday: Parish Communion at 9.30 a.m. 

Sunday School during term time in the Christie Room at 9.30 a.m. 
5

th
 Sunday: Parish Communion for both parishes at 11.00 a.m. 

Tuesdays: Midweek Communion (BCP 1
st
 Tuesday) for both parishes at 11.00 

a.m. followed by coffee. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

REGULAR ACTIVITIES INCLUDE 
 

The Pop In Club: 
Social club meets on Tuesdays between 1.30 – 3 30pm. in Annexe  

Pub Night: 

Meet 8 pm. 2nd Friday of every month alternating between 5 Bells, Horton and 
The Perseverance, Wraysbury (check with Mike 01784 558972 for date of the 

next meeting) 

Ladies’ Fellowship “The Better Portion”: 
1st Saturday of each month: 12-2.00pm in the Annexe at St Andrew’s. (Mary 

483845: publicity will advise if the meeting is on another Saturday) 

Angels’ Delight Mums & Toddlers  
Wednesdays 1.00 - 3.00 p.m. in St. Andrew’s Annexe. Contact Diane Miller  
01784 558972 

Crafty Church at St Michael’s Horton 

3
rd

 Saturdays from 2 – 4 with Benta Hickley benta@hickley.co.uk (01753 
686600) Refreshments provided 

New Kids Crafty Church at St Michael’s Horton 

Contact Benta above for details or website www.stmichaels-horton.org 

 

 
 

Contact Numbers and Addresses: 

Vicarage: 55 Welley Rd Wraysbury TW19 5ER tel 01784 481258. 
vicar.hortonandwraysbury@gmail.com 

House Groups: Beryl Walters 01784 482092  

Parish Secretary: Maggie Gardiner 482520 secretary@standrewswraysbury.co.uk 

or maggie_gardiner@btinternet.com  
To book the Annexe at St Andrew’s please contact  

Katrina Musgrove 07974009915 katmusgrove@sky.com 

News of all three village churches is available on the Sunday Link news sheet, 
published weekly. Also follow the link on www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk or 

www.stmichaels-horton.org where you can also download a copy of the 

Wraysbury News. 

A monthly newsletter covering news of the two Parish Churches is delivered free 
on request. Please telephone Karen Tate 01784 481790 and is also available on 

the websites.  



  

VICAR BECOMES MEXICAN TROUBADOUR FOR ST 

ANDREW’S CHURCH GARDEN PARTY 

 

Vicar Colin Gibson became a Mexican troubadour on Saturday 6
th
 September to 

raise money for St Andrew’s Church. 

But Colin was not the only one happy to look silly at the 10th annual St Andrew's 
Church garden party - held at the home of Glyn and Debbie Larcombe at the 

Grange in Windsor Road, Wraysbury. 

Tony Kimber, chairman of the Friends of St Andrew's Church social committee, 
said: "The theme for the day was 'fancy dress carnival' and there were spot prizes 

for some adults who had dressed up and looked 'really silly'.  

"Colin Gibson was dressed as a Mexican troubadour, complete with guitar which 

he can play extremely well." 

The party was opened by Rod Cosh, the Area Dean, who judged the children's 

fancy dress competition. It raised £2,100 towards maintaining the church in St 

Andrew's Close, some of which dates back to the 13th century. The 20 charity 
stalls also raised money for other good causes. 

Parish Council chairman Cllr Margaret Lenton also took the opportunity to 

promote the village plan during the afternoon. 

Written by Francis Batt  Article courtesy of Baylis Media Ltd 

CATHOLIC CHURCHES 

St Augustine's Church 

70 Eton Road 

Datchet SL3 9AY 

Priest: Revd. Father Sean Rynn 

Masses: Weekday at 9.30am 

Saturday at 6.00pm 

Sunday at 11.00am 

 

Telephone: 01753 542862 

Our Lady of Sorrows 
Eton Court (Off Eton High St) 

Eton SL4 6BY     Masses: Sunday at 9.30am 

 

http://www.windsorexpress.co.uk/News/Areas/Wraysbury/


  

CHRISTMAS IN HORTON & WRAYSBURY 

Please join us in these celebrations - everybody is very welcome 

 

Saturday 13 December  

 2.00pm Christmas Crafty Church at St Michael’s 

Wednesday 10 December 

7.30pm Candlelit Carol Evening: Wraysbury Baptist Church with 

buffet supper 

Tuesday 16 December 

7.00pm School Carol Service; St Andrew’s followed by seasonal 

refreshments 

Wednesday 17 December  

 6pm Carols at Frost’s followed by Carols in The Perseverance 

Saturday 20 December 

 2.00pm Kidz Crafty Church at St Michael’s 

Sunday 21 December 

11.00am Family Carol Service: Wraysbury Baptist Church 

6pm Carol Service; St Andrew’s followed by seasonal refreshments 

Wednesday 24 December  

6.00pm CHRISTINGLE; St Michael's Horton: 

11.30pm MIDNIGHT MASS; St Andrew's Wraysbury:  

CHRISTMAS DAY 25 December   

9:30am Parish Communion; St. Michael’s 

10.30am Christmas Day Celebration; Baptist Church 

11.00am Parish Communion; St. Andrew’s 

Thursday 1st January New Year’s Day  

12.30pm Informal Service; St Michael's followed by New Year's Day 

lunch. 

Times subject to change. Please check on websites. 



  

POP-IN 

Pop-In is a weekly gathering for any age both male and female. We meet each 

Tuesday in the annexe at St Andrews Church from 1.30pm until 3.30pm in the winter. 

We welcome any person to join us for a cup of tea and biscuit and sometimes cakes. 

Each week we have a different activity, from a quiz, bingo, raffle, outings and 

sometimes a speaker. The speakers are from different areas with different topics.  

For the past years we have had a summer outing to the coast and at Christmas have a 

Christmas Lunch at the Village Hall. This takes place on the second Tuesday in 

December. There is also entertainment and the members leave with a gift.  

There is a church service on the first Tuesday of the month, usually followed by a 

quiz. Should any one wish to come and give our members a talk, or know of anyone 

who likes to share their topic please let Maggie know. Telephone number 01784 

482520 

I know those who join in each week find Pop-In an important meeting place where 

there is time to meet others and have a chat. So if anyone would like to come along 

and try us out, we shall be pleased to welcome them. 

We are very grateful to Tony Hermes and Gerry Hunter who put the chairs, tables and 

the important cushions out for us and clear up later. If there’s anyone else who would 

like to help please contact me. 

Thanks also must be given to June Whatmore, who stepped down from organising, 

but continues to send every member a card on their birthday. This Christmas we will 

remember Vicki Lipscombe who ran the club for so many years and thank you Bernie 

for supporting us all that time. 

Maggie Gardiner  wraysburynews@hotmail.com 

 

 

WRAYSBURY BAPTIST CHURCH  

WEEKLY PROGRAMME 
 

 Sundays   10.15 am Prayer 

 11 am Sunday Worship  

 Wednesdays   10.30 - 12 noon Coffee Morning  

 10 am – 1 pm Drop-In (church open for anyone to call in) 

 12 noon Midday Prayer (short service on 2
nd

 Wed of month) 

 Thursdays  10 am – 2 pm Drop-In (unless Carolyn unavailable) 

  7 pm Prayer Group (weekly) 

  7.30 pm Home Group (fortnightly) 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas nearly here; another year almost over. And what a year it’s been! One 

many of us would want to put behind us as soon as possible. And yet there are always 

things to be thankful for. We at WBC have enjoyed getting to know lots more people 

over the year and it’s so good to see that so many new friendships and support 

networks have been built that will benefit us all. 

Over the next few weeks our focus will be on celebrating God’s gift to us 

in the birth of Jesus Christ, born as one of us to be our friend and saviour. 

We warmly invite you to our popular Candlelit Carol Evening on 

Wednesday 10
th

 December at 7.30pm. We will be retelling the Christmas 

story through carols, readings, skits, etc along with a buffet supper. Just 

come along – no tickets are required.   

You are also warmly invited to our other Christmas services – our Carols and Cake 

carol service on Sunday 21
st
 December, our Christmas Day Service (time out to pause 

and give thanks) and our Sunday morning service with carols on 28
th
 December, 

details of which are below. 

11.00  Sun 21 December Carols and Cake  1 hour carol service for all ages  

10.30  Wed 25 December Christmas Day Service  40 mins for all ages 

11.00  Sun 28 December Christmas Sunday Service 1 hour All ages welcome 

As far as the last few months go, we have hosted a couple of events and taken part in 

a number of others. In September we thoroughly enjoyed having our stall at St 

Andrew’s Garden Party at The Grange and chatting with so many of you. October 
saw us hosting the very first Wraysbury Gardeners Plant Swap, where some of the 

more green-fingered Wraysbury residents came along with spare plants and swapped 

them for some that others had brought along.  It was a great chance to get to know 

over coffee and cake other gardeners, some of whom only knew each other previously 

through the Wraysbury Gardeners Facebook page online.  

 

   
                a caring Christian 

                    community at the 

                     heart of our village   

 

 

A warm invitation to our 
 

Candlelit Carol Evening on Wed 10 December 7.30pm 
 

A buffet supper followed by the Christmas story told through 
carols, readings and sketches – a memorable evening! 

No need to book – just turn up on the night. 



  

Our main event was our October Autumn Fair which, despite a bad forecast, turned 

into a lovely sunny day. Alongside craft, book and Fairtrade goods stalls, and the cafe 

with its amazing cake selection, the kids all had a great time climbing into the Royal 

Berkshire Fire and Rescue Service’s shiny red fire engine, which they kindly brought 

along. Thank you to everyone who came along and made it such a wonderful 

community event. We really enjoyed meeting and chatting with so many of you.   

Our weekly Wednesday Coffee Mornings have been going well, especially the first 

in the month when we have a visiting chiropodist. This service is much appreciated - 

appointments soon get booked up. We were sad to learn that our regular chiropodist, 

Nicola, would be moving to Amsterdam and so be unable to help us from November, 

but delighted that her colleague Daleen has agreed to step in and continue the clinic. 

If you would like to find out more, ring Pam on 01784 482296. Our coffee mornings 

are a great way of making new friends and enjoying the company of others so do pop 

in any Wednesday from 10.30 till 12. In addition, I work down at church on most 

Thursdays until at least 2pm so you are welcome to Drop-In anytime for a chat or to 

arrange an appointment to see me.  

You may well have noticed that the church clock has not been working since the 

tower was struck by lightning in the July storms, although the bells have remained in 

time. We have been working hard to get this resolved and hope that by the time you 

are reading this that it will have been fully repaired and normal service resumed! 

Hall hire We want to make our building as available as possible for village residents 

to use. During the week, our hall is in use for most of the time, by ourselves and other 

groups, but in the evenings and at weekends there are times when it is available for 

hire either for family parties or for village groups to use. It is carpeted and has an 

adjoining kitchen (ring Robin on 01784 482553 and see our advert on the next page. 

Other groups meeting in our hall are: 

Pumpkins Preschool Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays. For children aged 2 to 

5 (for more information contact Kellie on 07500 224115).  

Wraysbury Nurture Session Thursdays 2pm. For parents and children aged 0 – 2 for 

friendship and support run by the RBWM’s Sure Start Children’s Centre services 

(contact Amanda on 01753 582564).  

Extend Exercise Group Mondays 2pm. A friendly exercise class for the over 50s 

(contact Winnie on 01628 662993).  

With my very best wishes for a joyful and peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year.  

Carolyn Urwin Minister,Wraysbury Baptist Church Tel:01784 482553 

www.wraysburybaptist.org.uk email: minister@wraysburybaptist.org.uk 



  

 

 

ADVERTISING RATES FOR THE WRAYSBURY NEWS 

 

The next edition of the Wraysbury News in June 2015 we hope will be another 

glossy bound copy. 2300 copies are distributed free to every house in Wraysbury 

and Horton.  

 
Full page colour  £80 Full page black and white £60 

Half page black and white £30 Third page black and white £20 

We are now able to do half page colour adverts at £40 a time. 
 

Please advertisers get your adverts in before the deadline 30
th
 April. Contact 

wraysburynews@hotmail.com or phone 01784 482520 for further details. All 
adverts also go on the Wraysbury News facebook page as well for free 

www.facebook.com/pages/wraysbury-news/186318206657 There is also the 

News Group page www.facebook.com/groups/125033004220013/ 

 
The latest facebook page is www.facebook.com/groups/749675471739620/ 

Wraysbury giveaway, buy and sell where you can post your own advert. 

Maggie Gardiner 
 



  

WRAYSBURY JAZZ CLUB 
The Jazz Club has enjoyed another good year with best live jazz bands in the Country 

and the membership growing. We hear all the time of other clubs folding due to lack 

of support, so we must be doing something right - probably because we look after our 

members and the visiting bands. Our annual subscription remains at £5 per member 

for the umpteenth year and for the ticket price of £10 members get a fish & chip 

supper and the finest trad jazz going, because we don’t stint on the quality of bands 

we invite to play for us. As for the bands they get top money, supper, a drink in the 

dressing room and always a very warm welcome. No wonder they like playing here 

and ring or email regularly to ask for bookings. 

Bands we have enjoyed this year include Kevin Grenfell’s Jazz Giants, Richard 

Leach’s 7 Stars of Jazz, Amy Roberts & John Hallam, Tribute to Trad Jazz & The 

Rich Bennett Band. Most of these will be returning in 2015 as they are too good to 

miss. Among others making a welcome return are Brian White & Alan Gresty and 

Gerry Brown’s Mission Hall Band. 

Also next year we are branching out with ‘Jazz on the Side’. These concerts different 

to our normal monthly ones will bring special musicians to the Hall and not 

necessarily trad. The first of these will be on 26
th

 May 2015 and feature Chris Walker 

talking about the life and times of Benny Goodman. He will bring a quartet based on 

the original Goodman group who will be playing many of the great man’s best loved 

numbers. This will be open to non members and tickets at £10 will be available from 

Maggie (01784 482520) in the New Year. 

Please check out our website at www.wraysburysjazzclub.com where you will find 

all you need to know about our club including how to join and book tickets. 

Rosemary Smith, Secretary 01784 483452 micro500@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:micro500@btinternet.com


  

          DATCHET HEALTH CENTRE 
 

 

 

The primary health care team works closely together in order to offer you a safe and 

convenient service. The team includes six GPs who as individual doctors provide 

general medical services to their patients. The GPs work as a partnership to direct the 

running of the practice team as a whole. 
 

Dr Mick Watts   Dr Nicola Wallbank  Dr Martin Chan 

Dr Ruth Ferguson Dr Harish Bijjala Dr Murali Sivanandan 
 

Doctors’ availability 
Normal Surgery Times 0830 – 1130 a.m and 1430 – 1730 p.m  

Dr Watts – Every day excluding Wed & Fri pm 

Dr Wallbank – Mon, Tues p.m, Thurs 

Dr Chan – Mon, Tues a.m – Wed – Fri am 

Dr Beardsall - Tue and Fri 

Dr Wheelwright – Wed 

Dr Bijjala – Mon am, Tues am – Thurs & Fri 

Dr Sivanandan Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri pm 

Dr Tyagi – Mon, Wed & Fri 

Extended Hours 

Mon from 7.20 am – Drs Watts, Chan, Wallbank or Tyagi. 

Tue from 7.20 am – Dr Beardsell. 

Thu 6.30 to 7.30 pm – Drs Bijjala and Sivanandan  September 14 
 

Telephone numbers at the Health Centre 
 

Urgent problems 01753 541268 Home visit requests 01753 541268 

Enquiries 01753 541268 Appointments 01753 541268 

Facsimile 01753 582324 Health Visitor 01753 636500 

District Nurse 01753 636500 Chiropodist (Friday) 01753 541268/861508 

Appointment cancellation by text 07815 006990 

Website  www.datchetdoctor.co.uk 
 

Practice Closures 

Thursday 22nd January 2015 1230 – 6.30pm 

Tuesday 5th February 2015 1.30 – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 17th March 2015 1230 – 6.30pm 
 

‘HELLO’ IS THERE ANY BODY OUT THERE? 
PPG are reliably informed that there circa 10,500 registered patients at the DHC! It is 

understood that from that number only circa 800 are registered for e-mail 

communication! PPG distribute a newsletter to the 800 and a number are left on the 

reception desk to be picked up. We have to assume that those who pick it up do read 



  

it? As to whether or not those who receive it electronically read it is not known! 

Debatable I suggest. 

We have a new PPG Notice Board that should not miss as you leave the surgery – 

BUT - have you noticed it? If you have Thank You.  

The challenge for the PPG is to communicate with more of the registered patients. We 

are actively seeking democratic route to enable PPG to say they indeed represent all 

the DHC patients. We would like to hear directly from you with suggestions as to 

how we can communicate easier. Just contact me on chairdhc@shefras.demon.co.uk 

PPG has been busy working for you! 

Michael Shefras, Chair DHCPPG 

‘THE HEALTH EVENING’ 

From analysing the survey from those attending it appears that it was a successful 

evening. In the main the content was an effort to explain to patients how the current 

National Health Service in the provision of primary care through the GP service. It is 

anticipated that PPG will deliver another such evening June 2015, this time in 

Datchet. 

PPG would like to hear from you! What medical issues you would like to consider at 

next year’s Health Evening? 

FLU - SHINGLES VACCINATION 

The surgery commenced its flu campaign in October, focussing on those aged 65 and 

over, pregnant women, children aged 2, 3 and 4, and others in ‘at risk’ groups. Please 

call if you wish to make an appointment for a flu jab, or ask your GP/Nurse when you 

come for your next appointment.  

Patients who were aged 70, 78 or 79 on 1 September 2014 are also entitled to a free 

Shingles vaccination. This can be given with the flu jab or separately if preferred. 

 

WRAYSBURY VILLAGE PHARMACY 

 
58 High Street Wraysbury Staines Middlesex.TW19 5DB. 

Contact us by telephone on 01784 482430  

email: email@wvp.co.uk website: www.wvp.co.uk 

Opening hours are: Monday to Friday 8.45 to 18.00 Saturday 9.00 to 13.00 
 

 



  

 



  

 

 

PENNYFIELDS 

  01784 482447    
 

27 High Street Wraysbury 
 

Open Daily 9.30 - 3.00 
 

Sunday 10 – 1 
 

Hardware, Flowers and Pet Food 
 

Petrol for mowers and blowers 
 

Orders taken 
 

Andy and Bernie invite you to have a browse 
 



  



  

WRAYSBURY HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
 

 

2014 seems to have been a very successful year for our trips, more by luck maybe 

than design. We were unable to go to Doddington Park Gardens as the approach was 

too narrow for our coach, so we opted at short notice to go to Hole Park Gardens. 

What a find. Greeted by and shown around by Edward Barham the present owner 

whose great grandfather designed and created the gardens in the early 1920, Hole 

Park has been in the family for 100 years. This is a must for all garden lovers, a 

garden for all seasons a garden we will certainly return to sometime in the future. By 

the way, Claire, Edwards wife, makes the most divine scones. 

Our annual picnic was held at Upton House, another great day, if rather windy. The 

staff there were incredibly helpful, both before and during our visit, even laying on a 

buggy to get people to the House from our picnic site, We are always surprised and 

pleased that the picnic is always so well attended, the food never varies, is always 

well received, as is the wine! Perhaps our final day trip was the icing on the cake. 

Great Dixter was utterly amazing, even in September. So much has been written 

about this garden, expectations were high. It lived up to everything, indeed surpassed 

many people's ideas. Totally un-commercialised, it was my idea of how my garden 

should have been. Too late now! You must go if only to visit their "garden centre" for 

all the unusual plants they have for sale. 

We had a wonderful trip to Austria. Perhaps we did try to pack in too much! Many 

people requiring a holiday on return to recover! But it seems after travelling so far, it 

is important to see as much of the country as possible. Christine our Tour manager 

was excellent, and hopefully she will be on our next trip. The Hotel was good, and 

our driver who reluctant to drive us abroad was extremely pleased he did. We have a 

great group of people who travel on these trips and very seldom do the Tour managers 

have any serious complaints. 

Our final trip was to the Ring of Kerry, which we were unfortunately unable to go on, 

so many thanks to Joy & Frank Burry who took over at very short notice. From the 

feedback, this was the best hotel, the best food, the best, the best Tour manager and 

the best scenery of any tour. It was very obviously an excellent trip, considerably 

more relaxed than our last one. Oh well c'est la vie. 

2015 sees a Spring visit to Nymans Gardens in Sussex on Friday May 15th. This is an 

outstanding 20th century garden. Our picnic will be held at Woburn Abbey & gardens 

on Wednesday June 24th. Be warned, an early start 8.15am, so that we can all be 

accommodated for coffee on arrival, before they open to the general public. (and we 

have to travel on the M25) 

Our final day visit is to Capel Manor gardens on a date in September to be confirmed. 

Two other trips for 2015. A canal trip through Holland and Belgium from April 24th 

to May 1st, one cabin remains. In September from the 14th-18th we return to Wales, 



  

staying in the country hotel in Mold. The cost of this trip is £284 per person with half 

board & excursions included. 

If any or all of those trips are of interest to you, please contact us. Ray & Pam 

Alletson by phone 01784 482545, or email alletson@aol.com or call in at 9 

Grange Close, Wraysbury TW19 5NB. 

Many thanks to all those people who continue to support us. May we wish you all a 

very good Christmas, and we look forward to your company in 2015. 

WRAYSBURY ART SOCIETY 

Our exhibitions during 2014 were well attended and we will continue to exhibit on the 

Cricket Pavilion at Wraysbury Fair in June, in the refreshment marquee at St 

Andrew’s Parish Garden Party in September and alongside the Macmillan Autumn 

Fair at the Village Hall towards the end of November in 2015; and of course we 

continue to display our work and our programme in the foyer at Wraysbury Village 

Hall. 

The effects of advancing years, illness and last winter’s floods continue to take their 

toll on our regular attendees although not so much on the overall membership. We 

remain a friendly and enthusiastic group of artists and have welcomed several new 

members during 2014.  

We operate as a club rather than a class and pay a termly subscription but we try to 

offer a “Tip of the month” slot and occasionally DVD tutorials or “live” 

demonstrations; and try to offer some inspiration in the form of “suggested subjects” 

and still life arrangements. New members are always welcome to join us. We meet 

weekly on Monday mornings between 9.30am and noon in the Colne Room of the 

Village Hall.  

Lesley West (Secretary)  lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

Phone: 01784 482812 or 07930 362403 

 

WRAYSBURY CONTAINER & HORTON MOBILE LIBRARIES 

(24-hour renewal line for both libraries Tel: 0303 123 0035) 
 

The Container Library (Tel: 01628 796555) is at the village car park in 
Wraysbury on Wednesdays & is open from 10:00-13:00 & 14:00-19:00. 

The most up to date schedule & other information can be found on the  
RBWM website at: www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/libraries_container.htm 

The Mobile Library (Tel: 01628 796314) will be at the Crown Public House in 
Horton on every third Tuesday from 12:15-12:30. 

The most up to date schedule & other information can be found on the  
RBWM website at: www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/libraries_mobile.htm 

 

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/libraries_container.htm
http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/libraries_mobile.htm


  

 



  

WRAYSBURY CRAFT SHOW 2015 
 

A Competitive Craft Show for all Ages 
 

The committee are really looking forward to next year’s Craft Show. The Magna 

Carta celebrations will be in full swing at the Fair and we have included the theme in 

many of the class titles.  

As with all village events, the Craft Show is only as successful as the support it is 

shown, so please look through the classes and think about how you, your children or 

your whole family can enter, we would love to see you. 

Thanks to villagers and local business we have many cups and trophies to present 

which will help to ensure our 6
th
 Craft Show is a fun event to be part of. 

If you have any questions or would like to support the show with an advertisement in 

our show schedule, £25.00 per half page advert. Please do not hesitate to contact the 

committee by email wraysburycraftshow@hotmail.com or check out our facebook 

page Wraysbury Craft Show. 

See you in 2015 The Craft Show Committee 

Pre-school Children 
1. A Finger painting of a Crown 

2. A Shield 

3. 6 Decorated biscuits – judged on appearance 

Children aged up to 14 
a) 6 years and under.   b) 11 years and under.   c) 14 years and under 

4. 4 Sausage rolls – judged on appearance & taste 

5. 6 Tray bake squares – judged on appearance & taste 

6. 6 Decorated biscuits – judged on appearance 

7. A Lego model with a medieval theme of your own design 

8. A Sock puppet 

9. A Clay bowl 

10. A Shield 

11. A Drawing of your own castle, with descriptions of your design 

12. A Photograph of your favourite place in Wraysbury 

13. Technical Challenge – Battenburg to serve 6. 12-14 year olds 

see recipe & method attached. 

Adult Classes 

Needlework & Crafts 
14. A knitted baby garment 

15. A Cross stitched Coat of Arms 

16. A Soft Toy with a Royal theme 

17. A Cushion – any medium – max 20 x 20 inch 

18. Woodwork 

19. Model vehicle from a kit 



  

Food & Drink 
20. Traditional Victoria Sponge – own recipe, 7 inch round, raspberry jam filling 

with optional caster sugar (not icing sugar) on top. Judge on taste & appearance 

21. Cottage Loaf 

22. A Pie for a Picnic - judged on taste & appearance 

23. 6 Scones – judged on taste & appearance 

24. A Trifle – judged on appearance only 

25. Technical Challenge  - 6 Macaroons – see recipe & method attached 

26. Jam 

27. Chutney 

28. Mincemeat 

29. Dry Red Wine 

30. Sweet Red Wine 

31. Dry White Wine 

32. Sweet White Wine 

33. Any homemade alcoholic brew 

Photography & Art 
34. Wraysbury 

35. Animals 

36. People 

37. Sport 

38. The Elements 

39. Watercolour painting 

40. Drawing – any medium 

Family Class 
Each entry is to consist of three elements on the theme of Magna Carta. It must 

include: 

- a Photograph of the River Thames, 

- a Family Crest – any medium and  

- Loom bands fit for a King or Queen. 

Each element is to be completed by a different family member, a child must make at 

least one element and adult involvement from all generations is encouraged. 
 

Technical Challenge Recipes 

12 - 14 year olds 

Battenburg – to serve 6 
Ingredients 

100g Apricot Jam 

150g cold butter cubed 
150g caster sugar plus extra for sprinkling 

150g plain flour 

1 heaped tsp baking powder 

Pinch of salt 

 



  

3 medium eggs 

Few drops of yellow and pink food colouring 

Icing sugar for dusting 

250g golden marzipan 

Method: 

Preheat oven to 180C 

Line two loaf tins with baking paper (22cm x 12cm) 

Heat the jam in a pan until warm then leave to cool 

Mix the butter, sugar, flour, baking powder and salt until it resembles breadcrumbs.  

Add the eggs, one at a time, beating each well. 

Divide the mix into two bowls and add the colour to each of them then transfer to the 

loaf tins and bake for 20-25 minutes. 

Leave to cool for 10 minutes before turning out onto baking paper sprinkled with 

sugar, leave to cool completely. 

Cut the two sponges appropriately and assemble the Battenberg using the apricot jam 

to stick them together. 

Encase the sponges with the marzipan leaving the ends open so the sponge can be 

seen. 
 

Adult Technical Challenge 

6 Macaroons 

Ingredients: 

125g icing sugar 

125g ground almonds 

40g egg whites 

2 tbsp water 

110g caster sugar 

50g egg whites 

150ml double or whipped cream 

Optional food colouring 

Method: 

Preheat the oven to 170C 

Line large baking tray with baking paper 

Mix the icing sugar, ground almonds and egg whites into a paste 

Heat the water and caster sugar in a pan until the sugar melts then turn up the heat and 

boil until it starts to go syrupy and thickens (115C if using a thermometer) 

Whisk the egg white until medium stiff peaks form, then pour in sugar syrup, whisk 

until the mixture becomes stiff and shiny again, add food colouring now if desired. 
 

Spoon into a piping bag and pipe 4cm flat circles with a smooth finish.  

Leave to stand for 30 minutes to form a skin then bake for 12-15 minutes with the 

door slightly ajar until firm. 

When cool sandwich together with whipped cream. 
 



  

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Citizen’s Advice Bureau 0845 1203712 27 Church St Slough SL1 1PL 
BT fault repairs 0800 800 151 www.bt.com/faults 
Electricity 0845 7708090  
Gas Leaks 0800 111999 24hr emergency number 
Sewerage 0845 920 0800  www.thameswater.co.uk 
Water Leaks 0845 782 3333 www.affinitywater.co.uk 
Police 101  www.thamesvalley.police.uk 
Datchet Health Centre 01753 541268 www.datchetdoctor.co.uk 

Floodline 0845 988 1188 www.environment-agency.gov.uk 
Wraysbury Village Pharmacy 01784 482430 www.wvp.co.uk 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT: 
COUNTY COUNCIL  01734 875444 

DISTRICT COUNCIL  Maidenhead 01628 683800 
 

Councillor Colin Rayner 
By Post: Berkyn Manor, Stanwell Road, Horton, Windsor SL3 9PE 
By Tel: 01753 685480 or Mobile: 07778 547542 

By Fax: 01753 686626 
By email: cllr.rayner@rbwm.gov.uk 
 

Councillor John Lenton 
By Post: 92 Welley Road, Wraysbury, Staines TW19 5EP 

By Tel: 01784 482001 or Mobile 07889 991877 
By email: john-lenton@btconnect.com  http://www.rbwm.gov.uk 
 

LIBRARIES: 
Staines    01784 454430 Slough   01753 351665 

Egham    01784 433904 Datchet   01753 545310 
Staines Information Centre 01784 463071 
CONTAINER LIBRARY 01628 796555- Please make use of this library which is sited on the 
Village Hall car park, Wednesday 10am – 1pm and 2pm - 7pm,  
 

PUBLIC HOUSES: 
The George, Windsor Road 01784 4820000 www.thegeorgewraysbury.co.uk 

Mon-Sat 11am-11pm Sunday 12pm – 11 30pm 

The Perseverance, High St 01784 482375 www.thepercy.co.uk 

Mon - Fri 12pm - 11pm, Sunday 12pm - 9:30pm. Food Service Times Mon - Fri 12 - 3/5 - 9,  
Sat 12 - 9, Sun 12 - 6. 
 

OFF LICENCES: 
Hythe End Stores   01784 483522, Open for breakfast TV until 10pm every day 
The Off Licence   01784 481680, Open 10am - 10pm 7 days a week 
 

OPEN ON SUNDAY MORNING: Pennyfields, Hythe End Stores, SAI,  
 

PERSONAL CHAUFFEUR SERVICE 
info@thepersonalchauffeur.co.uk 07834 35 36 35 

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/


  

WRAYSBURY 
 

AGE CONCERN    Secretary: Mrs J Elderfield  482864 
ANGELS PRE SCHOOL   Jane DeCecco  07944 848347 

ART SOCIETY     Secretary: Lesley West   482812 

BADMINTON CLUB    Chairman: Mr B Holloway  482419 

     Treasurer: Mr Paul Prentis  482456 

BOWLS CLUB    Chairman: Harold Hutt   482944 

     Secretary: Caroline Denham  482761 

BRITISH DISABLED WATERSKI ASSOCIATION     483664 

CANCER RELIEF (Wraysbury Branch)  Treasurer: Mrs R Smith   483452 

CHURCHES 

 BAPTIST WRAYSBURY - MINISTER Revd Carolyn Urwin    482553 

 DEACON    Pam Hillman   482296 

 TREASURER   Robin Urwin   482553 

 ST. MICHAEL’S HORTON - VICAR Rev Colin Gibson    481258 

 P.C.C. SECRETARY   Beryl Walters   482092 

 WARDENS   Angela Inger  01753 685145 
     Carolyn Wheeler  01753 682918 

 LICENCED LAY MINISTER  Beryl Walters   482092 

 PARISH SECRETARY  Maggie Gardiner    482520 

 ORGANIST   Ian Harman 

 CRAFTY CHURCH &  

 KIDS’ CRAFTY CHURCH  Benta Hickley  07986 239 269 

 ST. AUGUSTINE’S DATCHET  Fr Sean Rynn  01753 542862 

 WRAYSBURY CONTACTS  Barbara Williams   483503 

     Peter Keating    483308 

 ST. ANDREW’S WRAYSBURY - VICAR Rev Colin Gibson    481258 

 P.C.C. SECRETARY   Helen Horgan    481597 

 PARISH SECRETARY  Maggie Gardiner    482520 

 WARDENS   Tony Hermes      558572 

     Anne Munday   482018 

 LICENCED LAY MINISTER  Beryl Walters   482092 

 PARISH EVANGELIST  Mike Miller  01784 558972 
 BAPTISM PREPARATION TEAM Mike & Diane Miller/Lesley Hanson       

 POP IN    Maggie Gardiner    482520 

 BELLRINGERS   Roger Lewiston  07973 725682 

 CHOIR/ORGANIST   David Gamble 

 ANNEXE (Bookings)   Katrina Musgrove  07974 009915 

 START COURSE   Mike Miller  01784 558972 

 YOUNG SEEKERS SUNDAY CLUB (6-14s) Mary Townend   483845 

 FRIENDS OF ST ANDREW’S  Secretary: Mrs M Townend  483845 

 BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT  Co-ordinator: Beryl Walters  482092 

 ANGELS DELIGHT (Parents/children 0-4) Diane Miller  01784 558972 

 CANAAN (STAINES) BOOKSHOP REP Beryl Walters   482092 

CRICKET CLUB 

 Secretary: Tom Dibley       07775 587633 

 Groundsman: Mr R Rogers   Pavilion    481134 

DATCHET HEALTH CENTRE   Appointments  01753 541268 
FAIR (WRAYSBURY)    Glyn Larcombe   483046 

FLOODWARDEN    Dave Francis      483053 

FOOTBALL CLUB    John Stephenson  07831132311 

GREYHOUNDS IN NEED   Carolyn Davenport   483206 

HISTORY GROUP    Organisers        482947/482520 

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY       482545 

JAZZ CLUB    Secretary: Mrs R Smith   483452 



  

DIRECTORY 
JUSTICES OF THE PEACE   Mr R Colgate        482095/483468 

     Mrs M Lenton   482001 

     Mrs H Phillips   483699 

PARISH COUNCIL    Chairman: Mrs M Lenton   482001 

 PLANNING COMMITTEE  Mrs D Hughes   482729 

 GREENS COMMITTEE  Mr M Williams   483039 

 PROPERTIES COMMITTEE  Mr M Smith   483452 

 CLERK TO THE COUNCIL  Mr Michael Kiely  01628 634530 

MEALS ON WHEELS    Mrs J Crame   483528 

MIDWIFE contact Maternity Dept.   Wexham Park Hospital  01753 633000 

NATIONAL TRUST    Runnymede   432891 

PARKINSON’S DISEASE (Slough & Dist)  Richard Tyner  01628 671635 

PUMPKINS PRE-SCHOOL   Kellie Fairhall  07500 224115 

PEOPLE & PETS    Lynn Alford-Burow  07949 085688 
PLAYERS (Wraysbury)   Secretary: Nigel Handyside 01932 247856 

POLICE      24 Hour Service  101  

REGATTA (Wraysbury & Old Windsor)  Secretary: Bob Silvey  01344 627040 

SCHOOLS CHURCHMEAD, DATCHET  Mr C Tomes  01753 542707 

  WRAYSBURY  Head: Alison Fox   482603 

PARENTS, TEACHERS & FRIENDS ASSOC. Secretary: Emily Larcombe 07956 498 062 

SKIFF & PUNTING (Wraysbury)   Secretary: Imogen Jones  437206 

SAILING CLUBS -  SILVER WING  Commodore: Roger Bennett  482985 

HURRICANES DRAGON BOATS  Ashley Welman   483529 

  KINGSMEAD  Membership sec: Anthea Wright 01753 662355 

SHORT MAT BOWLS    Secretary: Steve Boschen 01753 684390 

SWAN LIFELINE    Wendy Hermon (24 Hours) 01753 859397 

SWAN SANCTURY Felix Lane Shepperton   Mrs D Beeson  01932 240790 

TENNIS CLUB    Hon. Secretary: Clive Ferguson  481154 

THAMES HOSPICECARE      08456 128812 
WRAYSBURY FUNDRAISERS   Treasurer Barbara Jeffries   482161 

VILLAGE CLUB & INSTITUTE   President:   Graham Sinclair   482763 

     Vice President: Alan Shillingford   482753 

     Secretary: Mr Steve Lewis  482804 

     Club Telephone   482155 

VILLAGE HALLS    Chairman: Mr Mike Smith  483452 

     Bookings: Mark and Jackie  483240 

VILLAGE TRUST (250 CLUB)   Chairman: Marilyn Ferguson  482198 

     Secretary:  Mrs Janet Wheeler  481339 

WINDSOR & MAIDENHEAD VOLUNTARY ACTION  Jane Pengilly  01753 622433 

WINEMAKERS, MAGNA CARTA COUNTRY Chairman: M Rolfe   483947 

WRAYSBURY ASSOCIATION   Vice-Chairman: Mr M Smith  483452 

     Treasurer: Mrs M Gardiner  482520 

WRAYSBURY ACTION GROUP (WAG)  Su Burrows  n@ 07816 777416 

WRAYSBURY ARCHIVES   Anne Blake    481310 
WRAYSBURY COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB  Frank Burry   483383 

WRAYSBURY GIRLGUIDING GROUPS 

 RAINBOW/BROWNIE/GUIDE LEADER Giovanna Cochrane  07914 673278 

WRAYSBURY SCOUT GROUP   

 Group Scout Leader   Andy Bouch   483493 

 Scout Leader   Paul West   07931 561 666 

 Cub Scout Leader   Lucy Foster   488262 

 Beaver Scout Leader   Pam Morris-Hunt  01753 687 166 

 Chairman    Andy Clemance   482613 

WRAYSBURY PAROCHIAL CHARITIES  Secretary: Sue Chapman  483186 

New! WRAYSBURY VOLUNTARY CARE      482515 

 

IN ORDER TO KEEP THIS PAGE UP TO DATE, PLEASE BE SURE TO INFORM MAGGIE GARDINER ON 

482520 OF ANY CHANGES IN YOUR ORGANISATION.  THANK YOU. 



  

USEFUL INFORMATION 
Transport: 

Heathrow: 0870 0000 123, Gatwick: 0870 0002468, Stansted: 0870 0000303 

Luton: 01582 405100, London City Airport: 0207 646 0000 

National Rail Enquiries: 08757 484950 www.nationalrail.co.uk 

Eurostar: 08705 186186 www.eurostar.com 

Congestion Charge: 0845 900 1234 

Oyster Card: 0845 330 9876 (08:00-20:00, 7 days a week). 

London Travel Information: 020 7222 1234 (24 hours a day)  

London Underground: 0845 330 9880 (08:00-20:00 7 days a week) 

Public Transport info: www.traveline.info: 0871 200 22 33 
 

Train Times: check on www.southwesttrains.co.uk 
Wraysbury to Waterloo (approx. 47 mins) 

Monday - Saturday 0602, 0632, then at 2 mins past each hour and half hour until 2332 

Sundays 0710, 0810, then at 10 mins past each hour until 2310 

Wraysbury to Windsor (approx. 10 mins) 

Monday – Saturday 0611, 0641, then 11 mins past each hour and half hour until 2356 

Sundays 0734, 0834, and then 34 mins past each hour until 0004 

Remember also when buses replace the trains the bus stop for Wraysbury is at the Old 

School and not Wraysbury Station. 
 

Buses 
60 and 61: Eton Wick - Heathrow via Wraysbury, Datchet and Slough 

Mondays to Fridays (except Public Holidays) 
Slough, Wellington Street dep 0510 0550 0640 0745 0749 0858 1003 1113 1213 1313 1413 1513 1555 1740 1845 1945 2145 

Wraysbury, High Street 0525 0608 0659 0813 0918 1023 1133 1233 1333 1433 1534 1620 1803 1903 2003 2203 

Wraysbury, Windsor Road 0558 0643 0749 0850 1001 1103 1203 1303 1403 1503 1623 1724 1839 1938 2037 2237 

Slough, Bus Station arr 0617 0702 0828 0912 1023 1125 1225 1335 1425 1524 1525 1645 1747 1901 1957 2053 2253 

Saturdays 
Slough, Wellington Street depart 0510 0550 0640 0752 0859 1003 1113 1213 13 13 1413 1513 1618 1740 1945 2145 

Wraysbury, High Street 0525 0606 0657 0810 0918 1023 1133 1233 1333 1433 1533 1638 1800 2003 2203 

Wraysbury, Windsor Road 0558 0643 0743 0853 1001 1103 1203 1303 1403 1503 1623 1728 1838 2037 2237 

Slough, Bus Station arrive 0617 0702 0804 0914 1023 1125 1225 13 25 1425 1525 1645 1748 1855 2053 225 

Sundays and Public Holidays 
Slough, Wellington Street dep 0510 0620 0752 1003 1213 1413 1613 1740 1945 2145 

Wraysbury, High Street 0525 0636 0810 1023 1233 1433 1633 1800 2003 2203 

Wraysbury, Windsor Road 0558 0728 0853 1103 1303 1503 1728 1838 2037 2237 

Slough, Bus Station arrive 0617 0747 0914 1125 1325 1525 1748 1855 2053 2253 

See www.firstgroup.com for full timetable  

New! Bear Buses 305 Staines to Poyle via Wraysbury & Horton 

Mondays to Fridays 
Staines Bus Station Stand 3 0735 0910 1200 1335 1435 / 1700 1800 

Wraysbury Old School 0745 0918 1214 1348 1448 1554 1715 1815 

Wraysbury Old School 0806 1012 1252 1417 1640 1740  

Staines Bus Station 0817x 1025 1305 1430 1655 1755 

Saturdays 
Staines Bus Station Stand 3 1015 1230 1430 1700 

Wraysbury Old School 1028 1245 1445 1715  

Wraysbury Old School 0912 1112 1412 1512  

Staines Bus Station 0925 1125 1425 1525 

For full timetable go to http://www.surreycc.gov.uk 



  

WRAYSBURY CONTACTS 
 Website or email 

Age Concern www.ageconcern.org.uk 

Art Society lesleywest125@btinternet.com 

Badminton brian@dhholloway.co.uk 

Bowls wraysburybowls@gmail.com www.wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk 

Bowls – Short Mat harold.hutt@yahoo.co.uk 

British disabled waterskiing www.bdswa.org/heron 

Cancer relief micro500@btopenworld.com 

www.macmillan.org.uk 

Church - Baptist carolynurwin@btinternet.com 

www.wraysburybaptist.org.uk 

Church – St Andrew’s vicar.hortonandwraysbury@gmail.com 

www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk 

Cricket Club www.wraysbury.play-cricket.com 

Doctors www.datchetdoctor.co.uk 

Fair splashstudiosart@aol.com 

Floodwarden francisbld@tiscali.co.uk 

Football itc.uk@virgin.net www.wraysburyfc.co.cc 

Guides giovanna.cochrane@btinternet.com 

History Group g.m.hopkins569@btinternet.com 

Horticultural Society alletson@aol.com 

Hurricanes Dragonboat Club info@hurricanes-dbc.com www.hurricanes-dbc.com. 

Jazz Club micro500@btinternet.com www.wraysburysjazzclub.com 

Library Container.Library@RBWM.gov.uk 

National Trust runnymede@nationaltrust.org.uk www.nationaltrust.org.uk 

People and Pets lynn@cinnamonhealth.co.uk 

Police – Windsor www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

Sailing Club – Kingsmead www.kingsmeadsc.org.uk robf@btinternet.com 

Sailing Club – Silverwing RogerBennett110@hotmail.com www.silverwingsailingclub.co.uk 

School – Churchmead www.churchmead.org 

School - Wraysbury wraysbury@rbwm.org.uk www.wraysburyprimary.co.uk 

School PTFA wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com 

Scouts wraysburyscouts@btinternet.com 

Swan Lifeline wendyhermon@btinternet.com www.swanlifeline.org.uk 

Swan Sanctuary – Felix Lane Shepperton www.swanuk.org.uk 

Tennis Club wraysburyltc@yahoo.co.uk www.wraysburyltc.org.uk 

Village Club secretary@wraysburyvillageclub.com 

www.wraysburyvillageclub.com 

Village Halls mail@wraysburyvillagehalls.com 

www.wraysburyvillagehalls.com 

Village Trust www.wraysburyvillagetrust.co.uk 

Voluntary Care www.carersuk.org 

Wraysbury Action Group www.wraysburyactiongroup.com 

Wraysbury Country Music Club frank.burry587@btinternet.com 

Winemakers lenavlen@btinternet.com 

Wraysbury & Old Windsor Regatta (Egham) www.wspc.org.uk/egham 

Wraysbury Parochial Charities s.k.chapman@btinternet.com 

Wraysbury Players secretary@wraysburyplayers.com 

www.wraysburyplayers.com 

Wraysbury Skiff and Punting 

Wraysbury Dragons 

www.wspc.org.uk 

www.wraysburydragons.co.uk 

mailto:lesleywest125@btinternet.com
mailto:brian@dhholloway.co.uk
mailto:wraysburybowls@gmail.com
mailto:harold.hutt@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.bdswa.org/heron
http://www.macmillan.org.uk/
http://www.wraysburybaptist.org.uk/
http://www.standrewswraysbury.co.uk/
http://www.wraysbury.play-cricket.com/
http://www.datchetdoctor.co.uk/
mailto:francisbld@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:alletson@aol.com
mailto:micro500@btinternet.com
mailto:lynn@cinnamonhealth.co.uk
http://uk.mg.bt.mail.yahoo.com/yab-fe/mu/MainView?.src=neo&themeName=blue&stab=1338223154061


  

“THE FLOODING BIBLE” 
Compiled by Graham Sinclair, head flood warden in Wraysbury for over 30 years. Based 

on experience, local knowledge and common sense. 
 

You: Yes You are most important 
If when a flood is over and there has been no loss of life or serious injury it can be 

considered a successful outcome.   

 Never ever risk your life, or the life of someone else trying to save you, for 

property or a pet. 

 Risk your life for your pet? Of course you would and so would I! 

 So, how to resolve this? 

 Have a plan; think of the possibilities so the situation doesn’t arise and review 

the notes further down this document. 

 Always keep your dog on a lead when near water, particularly if it is fast 

flowing. 

 Use a proper cat carrier to get your cat from your home to a car. 

 Try at all times to keep calm, listen to what flood wardens say.  Never lose your 

temper, try not to argue or waste their time, they are trying to help you and they 

also have homes and family to protect. 

 Never wade barefoot in floodwater - the slightest cut in sewage could result in 

losing a leg. 

Care for the Elderly or disabled, or villagers who are unwell 

Priority must be given to the elderly, disabled and sick. A responsible person from every 
road that is liable to flood should prepare a document, listing all folk who fall into this 

group, with their names addresses and phone numbers. We would need this as soon as 

possible. 

Do not post this list on any online site lest it be used for nefarious purposes. 

This list should also contain at least one contact number for a relative or friend. 

If anyone in this category gets moved out of their home, ensure at least the flood wardens 

are notified so time isn’t wasted breaking into an empty property. 

Flood box 

Have a flood box containing:- 

• A good torch.           

• A roll of duct tape. 
• Matches.        

• Bottled water for your medication, plus your medication 

• Candles.         

• A few bars of chocolate. 

• If you have pets, make sure you have their food. 

• Heavy duty bin liners.    

• Some strong supermarket bags. 

• A ball of strong string. 

• Scissors. 

• A spare pair of reading glasses. 



  

In addition, write all important phone numbers in large print (you may well have lost your 

glasses) on the outside of the flood box, along with the quick dial number for EA 

messages. 

Don’t forget to keep your mobile well charged and when a flooding event is imminent, 

only use for important calls. 

Your home 

Prepare for a flood well in advance:- 

• Make sure you know where your gas, electric, and water cut off taps are. 
• Needless to say if you live in a house get as much upstairs, or if in a bungalow, 

try to utilise the loft.  Think about which things are irreplaceable such as 

photographs and your computer’s backup disks. 

• Industrial plastic boxes are useful - 4 boxes and 3 8ft scaffold planks can make a 

raft 8ft by 6ft to raise furniture etc 14 inches, 

• 2 H/Duty bin liners can save over a £1000.00 worth of clothes, shoes etc, when 

tied together and hung over a door. 

• Old photos, letters and valuable documents, which mean so much to you, can be 

put in 2 super market bags, tied together and hung over a door. 

• If you have a valuable table, put a h/duty bin liner over each leg and tape it on.  

Leave no air in the bag and place any heavy property on the table. 
• Sand bags will be bought as near to your homes as possible.   

• If you are fit and able, do your best to help wardens with these sand bags and 

also help less able folk.  

• Sand bags are to protect homes not garages - try not to be greedy.  Indeed in 

some circumstances allowing a garage to flood can help with water flow. 

• Use a plastic membrane to make them more efficient.   

• Remember to secure your wheelie bins to a fence or gate in an upright position 

• Roll back any concrete blocks protecting grass verges as they are a hazard when 

under water.  Remove anything similar that could trip someone up when 

submerged. 

• If you have wooden floorboards, water will enter your home through these 

boards by passing your sand bags, so it would be a good idea to have submersible 
pump fitted underneath these floorboards. A submersible pump could be quite 

easily fitted for under £200.00.  

• Airbricks etc must be well sealed. 

Your pets 

They are most important but don’t risk your life for them. 

• Pre-plan where a friend can keep them for you.   

• Don’t run out of pet food and clean water. 

• Have a large plastic mat and plenty of newspaper so as to protect carpets if they 

can’t get outside. 

• Vet’s jabs must be up to date. Kennels and Catteries will not take them 

otherwise. 

Vehicles 

• If you have surplus vehicles get them to a friend’s house well out of the way.  

• Park the vehicle you need in a sensible manner so emergency vehicles can get by. 



  

• Keep passing places clear. We don’t want the repetition of an issue down Old 

Ferry Drive where an ambulance had to reverse almost half a mile. 

• Don’t block other people’s entrances. They may need to get out quickly as water 

rises. 

• Leave a note on your dashboard with your name and mobile phone number (but 

not address) so marshals can contact you. 

Drive through flood water slowly, so as not to create a bow wave. Driving slowly 

will also lessen the chance of flooding an engine.  
• Do not drive around just looking - people are trying to help others and time is 

important. 

• Have a spare key at a friend’s house.  You may not be able to get back into your 

property if you lose yours in the water. 

• Keep your fuel tank topped up. 

Toilets 

Inevitably the sewage will fail at some point 

• Borrow or buy a porta-pottie from a caravan shop, marina or somewhere like 

Amazon. It will last a lifetime and always be useful.  

• The borough does help with porta-loos, but the worse a flood, the busier they are 

(both the borough and the porta-loos). Anyway, it’s nicer to have your own 
personal loo.   

• Find and use unaffected toilets elsewhere whenever you can. 

Boats 

Most boaters will already know this. but if you are new to boating and floods this will 

help. 

• Needless to say your boat will be facing upstream.  Lower your anchor about 5 ft 

towards the centre of the river with as much chain as you have.  A stern anchor if 

you have one will also help, lowered in the same manner. The weight of the 

chain will hold your boat away from the bank. 

• Ensure your ropes are firmly secured to your boat. 

• Use as long a mooring rope as possible, allowing for a rise of some 6 to 7 ft.  

This should be adjustable from the bank. 
• Ensure all gas and fuel lines are switched off. 

• Never try to get on board your boat during a flood.  

• Use additional ropes to stop the boat moving backwards, or forwards. 

• Needless to say you will have poles to stop the boat ending up on the lawn, 

although the anchors will help in this direction. 

• Remember, when boats break loose they can cause tremendous damage to other 

people’s property.  They can also jam the weirs and other waterways, impeding the flow 

of water and exacerbating the flooding.  It is worth noting that in the 1947 floods the 

military blew up those boats that had broken free of their moorings regardless of value. 

Crime 

• Yes there are always thieves about who will take advantage of a situation.  
• Get valuables to a friend’s home. 

• Always secure your home and keep things out of sight when left in your car.  

• Never put the names or addresses of the vulnerable on social media of any sort. 

• Do not post that you are away. 



  

STAY ENGAGED WITH THE PEOPLE IN 

YOUR COMMUNITY THAT NEED HELP! 
 

WAM Get Involved, a new service across the Royal Borough, is encouraging people 

of all ages to get more involved in their community.  

The new service centres around an online community database - 

www.wamgetinvolved.org.uk – which exists to promote local groups / organisations, 

their activities, events and volunteering opportunities etc. to local people. 

Volunteers are needed for 80+ different opportunities and residents are also being 

asked to sign up to receive occasional 'calls to action' when particular needs arise, 

e.g. helping out in a particular area if there's flooding etc. 

To subscribe to a monthly e-newsletter to be kept in the loop about how you can 

stay engaged with your local community, receive ‘calls to action’ etc. go to 

www.wamgetinvolved.org.uk or email enquiries@rbwm.communitydatabase.co.uk 

QUEEN ELIZABETH'S DIAMOND JUBILEE TREE BOOK 

Just to keep everyone up to date, the book is close to being printed and it would be 

helpful if folk could contact me by phone 482729 or email diana@wraysbury.net to 

confirm whether they would like a copy of the book which should contain 60 trees 

planted in England to commemorate Queen Elizabeth's Diamond Jubilee, together 

with a write-up about our village. 

We were chosen because of our connection with royalty over hundreds of years and 

the fact that the Magna Carta was sealed in Wraysbury. It is accepted by many that 

the army and barons were on the Runnymede side of the River Thames, and that King 

John was at the Ankerwycke Priory where he was safe from arrows! There are 

photographs of our Scouts and Guides planting the Parrotia persica "Vanessa" tree 

(Persian Ironwood) in front of the Village Hall. Many people have evinced an interest 

in the book and I need some idea of the number of people interested. 

Diana Hughes 

HELP THE HOMELESS  
SLOUGH FOODBANK: Donations of imperishable food items for Slough 

Foodbank, which aims to support local people with emergency food packages, can 

be placed in the boxes in Wraysbury Baptist Church and St. Michael’s Church 

Horton throughout the year. 

CLOTHES FOR SHOC: Clothing and shoes in good condition for adult men and 

women may be brought to Wraysbury Baptist Church and we will pass them on to 

SHOC (Slough Homeless Our Concern) who support those who find themselves 

homeless in the Slough area. 

Carolyn Urwin  01784 482553 carolynurwin@btinternet.com 

mailto:diana@wraysbury.net
mailto:carolynurwin@btinternet.com


  

 



  

WRAYSBURY CRICKET CLUB – SEASON 2014 

  
THE season began belatedly after the well documented floods totally submerged our 

village green and caused substantial damage inside the ground floor of the pavilion 

and equipment shed. We are indebted to Sport England, The Wraysbury Village Trust 

and more recently The Berkshire Community Foundation, for helping us to get back 

up and running and to replace the flood damaged equipment. Once back playing, our 

two Saturday sides enjoyed mixed fortunes. 

The 1
st
 XI were runners-up in the Chilterns League Division 1 – level with Binfield 

and just 2 points behind champions Taplow, while the 2
nd

 XI, having lost a few key 

players from 2013, ended down in 9
th

 place in Division 2. 

On Sundays the 40-overs friendly format was again well received by our opponents 

and Wraysbury residents alike with all games being played on our village green strip. 

The club’s run in this year’s National Village Cup was ended by local rivals Datchet 

in the 1
st
 round. We will be hoping to emulate our efforts of 2012 and 2013 next year, 

when the club reached the quarter finals of the competition. We wish to thank all our 

supporters who continue to follow us on our travels and cheer us on and we will be 

hoping to go all the way to the final at Lords next season! 

The Players 

Our 1
st
 XI Captain Andy Prasad, in his first year in the role, had a solid season with 

bat and ball, backed up by the batting of Jayesh Mohan and the all round talent of 

Naeem Baig, with Asim Ibrahim also impressing with the ball. Taranjit Singh topped 

both the batting and bowling in the 2
nd

 team. 

Cricket Festival Week 

We were lucky with the weather for our popular festival week in August. The 

highlight was the visit of an MCC Representative XI which provided a thrilling match 

for the many supporters and spectators who enjoyed a great atmosphere around the 

green and another famous win for Wraysbury! 

Our thanks must go to the sponsors – Jimmy Swanston (HA Plant) – Power 2010, Bill 

Fairbairn, Liz Dean, Sanjay Sobte (Thames Motor Group) and new sponsors for the 

Thursday this year – Pav Midha and Dave Mayhead. Without their support and the 

donations from our vice-presidents, the club would find it a struggle to make the week 

such a great success. 

The Village Green 

The club wishes to thank the Parish Council for maintaining the Green to a high 

standard. We are currently in the process of securing a new grounds man for the 

cricket square in 2015 as Rob Rogers left us this year and we thank him for all his 

work. Big thanks also to David Tooze, who works tirelessly around the ground. We’re 



  

proud that the visiting teams often say it’s one of the best grounds in the Home 

Counties – especially with its picturesque setting. 

Awards Night Dinner 

In November, a packed pavilion of players and vice-presidents enjoying Ash Butts 

‘Famous Curry’ and Jan Brown’s Shepherd’s Pie, heard new Chairman Gordon 

Morgan toast the club and, with the help of Secretary Tom Dibley, presented the 

following awards - 

Players’ Player: 1
st
 XI Naeem Baig   2

nd
 XI: Imran Ahmed 

1
st
 XI Batting:  Jayesh Mohan    2

nd
 XI Batting: Taranit Singh 

1st XI Bowling: Asim Ibrahim    2
nd

 XI Bowling: Taranjit Singh 

Club season – Batting: Jayesh Mohan  Bowling: Naeem Baig 

Young Player – Zain Rabbani   Service Award – Tony Hermes 

Thanks again must go to our Pavilion Committee – Crisi Baxter (chairman) and Sam 

Davies, Louise Knight, Cheryl Morgan and Beth Scrace, Jan Brown as well as others 

who helped out during cricket week – and umpires Tony Hermes, Richard George and 

Jigar Purohit. 

We must also mention our president – Mick ‘Mouser’ Beadle who has been unwell 

lately and all at the club wish him a speedy recovery. 

Going forward 

We would welcome local residents to come and join us. We are an open and friendly 

club – so the more from Wraysbury the better. Winter nets will be held at Langley 

Grammar School in February 2014 - dates to be finalised. 

For a copy of our Cricket & Social Programme and for new players please contact 

either Andy Prasad 07921 801338 or Tom Dibley 07775 587633. Go to 

www.wraysbury.play-cricket.com/home or www.facebook.com/wraysburycc for 

further information. 

Tom Dibley Secretary 

 

 

PLEASE KEEP WRAYSBURY & HORTON 

GREEN AND TIDY 

TAKE YOUR LITTER HOME WITH YOU 
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Village Drycleaners 
Expert Alterations and Repairs 

 

Dry Cleaning  Shoe Repairs  Key Cutting 
 

 
 

Free Collection and Delivery Service 
 

2A Staines Road Wraysbury TW19 5BS 

01784 481778/07932475176 
 

 

 
 



  

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

Area Communications 
 

Network Cabling & Telephone Points 

 
Supply and install telephone systems, telephone points and network cabling for 

business and residential 
 

Free Estimates 
Tel: 01784 488005    Mobile: 07885 212747 

www.areacomms.co.uk 
 

 

 



  

MY EXPERIENCE OF THE FLOODS 2014 

 

Saturday February 8
th
 was the day the floods came and destroyed my bungalow as 

many know around my area. At 1pm our road was clear and by 5pm we were 

surrounded, very frightening! My family was marvellous and took me in for 5 

months, as well as my friends inviting me too. Not only was my bungalow destroyed, 

but my life and health suffered too.  

 

My husband started building our bungalow in 1961. Our family (John and David) 

were raised in it and years later they both helped with the building. Yes, I am 

heartbroken as it held such treasured memories and very happy ones too. My family 

risking their lives for the community, getting help to people to get them out of their 

homes, getting very little sleep and snatching time for food. 

 

My son David, our hero, had great support from his wife Jo and their son Oliver and 

also people volunteering far and wide – He even had a phone call from Australia too. 

The community spirit was wonderful and everyone pulled together. Of course David 

Cameron offered 100% help didn’t he NO. So people out there are suffering? – Me – 

My life has to go on. 

 

Yes, I have had to have my bungalow demolished recently. I know there will be a 

new one, but my heart is broken and my life will never be the same again, but thank 

God I have my wonderful family. 

Jennie Francis 

 

 
 

Dave’s Ark at Wraysbury Fair  
  

 



  

WRAYSBURY COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB 

 
 

It is now almost a year since the seeds of a new country music club were sown and 

from the first concert back in February all of the evenings have proved to be very 

successful and well supported. Booking bands at relatively short notice has meant that 

those performing in November and December have already played for us before but it 

is a committee policy to only book a band to play once in any year. All of the 

bookings for next year have been confirmed and those for 2016 are now being 

considered as the dates have been agreed with Jackie from the Village Hall. 

The committee are making strenuous efforts to keep the evenings as fresh as possible 

by varying the hall decorations as a variety of posters, flags, bunting and table 

decorations have been purchased which allows us to vary the look each month. We 

put on a themed evening in July in recognition of Independence Day on 4
th
 July where 

the tables were spread with alternate red, white and blue paper tablecloths and 

copious American flags: some wine and nibbles (popcorn and pretzels) were also 

provided. The ideas for decoration and themes come largely from Joy who puts in 

many hours checking out the internet for bargains to help us with these decorations. 

Our next major function will be the Christmas Party which is to be held on 19
th

 

December where members will sit down to a 2 course meal served to the table with 

wine and ‘Longshot’ will provide the music during the evening. 

When the club was formed, one of the key objectives was to be able to donate to 

charities and I am pleased to say that we have already made a donation to the local 

branch of Macmillan for bottles for their tombola at the Wraysbury Fair and it looks 

very much as though we will be in a position to make some donations to members’ 

charities at the year end.  

Looking forward to 2015 we will be having several new bands to supplement the 

existing ones as 10 concerts are planned compared to 9 in 2014 and, as I have said, 

we wish to avoid duplication. Our membership is officially full at present but we 

welcome new applications for membership to the club. 

It just remains for me to say ‘thank you’ for all the hard work put in by Barbara, 

Christine, Joy and Barry (our committee members) and to all the club members for 

their support to each of the concerts. 

Frank Burry 01784-483383  frank.burry587@btinternet.com 



  

 

 



  

 



  

FLOODING – THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE 

POSITIVELY UGLY! 

 

Time marches on and memories fade but the impacts and consequences of the January 

and February 2014 flood events remain. It seems extraordinary that after such a wet 

start to the year the groundwater level drops, the Splash and the Wraysbury Drain go 

dry and to crown it all we then have the driest September in years. 

The truth and the facts about the flooding are still emerging but in particular there are 

rumours circulating about the structural integrity of the Jubilee River. There must be 

some truth in these reports because details of the discovery of significant scour 

damage are being downplayed by the Environment Agency rather than strenuously 

denied. Besides which it is common knowledge that the design and construction of 

the Jubilee River was sub-standard and that there were serious structural problems in 

2003 that required rectification. 

Unsurprisingly I did not get an invitation to 10 Downing Street but I was rather 

looking forward to an opportunity to put questions to the Environment Agency 

arranged after the meeting at Wraysbury School in March. That invitation never came 

and I had to raise a Freedom of Information request in order to establish who attended 

the meeting with the EA. 

I did attend the EA Board of Directors meeting and I was invited to submit questions 

in advance. I asked why there was no duty on the EA to maintain or improve the 

conveyance capacity of designated main rivers. Apparently this is a question for The 

Treasury. Having attended the meeting it is abundantly clear that the Directors have 

little understanding about what is happening around here.  That said, I can confidently 

report that the new Chairman Sir Philip Dilley (he replaced Lord Chris Smith) is 

intending to visit this area in the New Year. 

It still seems fundamentally wrong to me that we can be repeatedly flooded (at the 

press of a button) by somebody else’s water. The River Thames has adequate capacity 

for local pluvial precipitation but is often inadequate to drain about 8,000 sq km of 

upstream catchment. The flood water appears days later and is aggravated by 

insensitive, maybe even thoughtless (how about negligent?) operation of the Taplow 

Control Structure. ‘We are just following the rules’ they say That may be true but 

what right have these nameless individuals (we pay their wages) to dump un-

attenuated flood flows onto undefended downstream communities at midnight in full 

knowledge of the consequences of their actions? ‘We are saving Windsor, Eton and 

Maidenhead’ is their reply. 

The EA continues to state that the 2014 flood events were the worst since 1947. Now 

that is true but in my opinion the 1947 event level was far worse - finishing (in 

Wraysbury Village centre) significantly higher than 2014.  Furthermore if we had a 

repeat of the 1947 circumstances the water level would be higher still due to a 



  

combination of continuous development and lack of existing drainage infrastructure 

maintenance accompanied by compensating improvements. 

In spite of recent events flood defence repairs are on a go-slow, land drainage 

maintenance is virtually non-existent, the proposed £256m Lower Thames Scheme 

exhibits the characteristics of a square wheel and the RBWM has just approved 

another planning application for a 9 pitch traveller site on Green Belt flood plain in 

Datchet. Interestingly this planning application has now been ‘called in’ by the 

Planning Inspectorate and I look forward to the Public Inquiry in June 2015. 

Finally, how long does it take to fix the Children’s Play Area? 

Ewan Larcombe www.jubileeriver.co.uk 

34 Riverside  

"Keepers Cottage" 

Wraysbury  

"The Magna Carta Village"  

Staines upon Thames. 

TW19 5JN 

UK 

26
th
 October 2014  

To European Parliament Brussels Belgium. Dept relevant to waterways. 

Dear Sirs 

I live in the village of Wraysbury, Berkshire, UK. I am a Parish Cllr, and also 

Chairman of Waterways. 

Our problem is regular flooding, from the River Thames, due a modification ie the 

Jubilee River. The modification diverts water from the river Thames above 

Maidenhead and returns the water downstream some seven miles, by passing 

Maidenhead and Windsor, and also the floodplain between these two towns. 

The net result being we get some 5ft 6 inches of floodwater. Upstream gets nothing 

that creates a problem, our residents lives are in turmoil and property is being 

devalued, whereas upstream property value increases, and flood plain ,that now does 

not flood will make millions of pounds to the owners. 

My question is: I question the legality, based on what I read from "The International 

Water Charter" Is it legal to divert water from a natural water course, into a manmade 

water course, for the benefit of one section of the European Community, to the 

detriment of another section of the European Community?? 

Trusting, based on the foundation of the European Communing "Fairness" you can 

make a speedy judgment. 

Graham Sinclair Cllr  

  



  



  

 

WRAYSBURY SCOUTS 

      CHRISTMAS 2014 
 

 

As I write in late October during half term week we have just (or so it feels) come off 

our long summer break when we take a rest from leading Scouts. Since the last 

Wraysbury News we have taken close to one hundred group members and their 

parents, brothers and sisters on family camp in Wareham, Dorset. We had activities 

including caving, pioneering, crate stacking, go-karting and a walk from where DH 

Lawrence died, past the church where he is buried. We spent a damp and windy 

afternoon on a matchless beach at Worbarrow Bay, reachable only via a gunnery 

range (if no red flags are flying). We ran our regular barbecue stall at the Village Fair, 

which guiltily I missed with tickets for England India that day. My thanks to the 

volunteers who made both family camp and our stalls at the fair possible. The scouts 

joined many other clubs and societies for the village quiz; mid table obscurity again 

and our thanks to the players for a very enjoyable evening. 

The group remains at capacity with about 70 young people as beavers, cubs and 

scouts, supported by eight uniformed leaders and eight section assistants or young 

leaders, all volunteers, many of the young leaders joining to complete the 

community/volunteering section of their Duke Of Edinburgh awards. 

This weekend, 25/October, we reinstated the entrance to the swim area that we were 

forced to close in the summer due to unwanted campers and horses. My thanks to the 

few who came and helped with the construction work and clearing undergrowth ready 

for our annual bonfire and firework display. By the time you read this we will have 

had the bonfire and Scout Christmas stamps will be on sale at the local shops for the 

delivery of Christmas cards to Wraysbury and Horton. 

And to close; a recurrent theme, volunteering. As many of the writers of articles for 

Wraysbury News will know our organisations only thrive with high membership and 

the efforts of our volunteers whether scout leaders or committee members; treasurers, 

secretaries and organisers. I am fortunate as membership has never been a problem, 

but it seems harder and harder to find new volunteers. We are all busy with less and 

less spare time. Making time for volunteering can be uniquely rewarding and for me, 

despite often having to race from work for a Cub meeting on a Monday night: 

arriving at cubs is a great way of getting work out of my head and so positive to be 

putting something back into an organisation that gave me so many good experiences. 

Why not volunteer to do more for your local club, society or scout group. 

Andy Bouch Group Scout Leader 01784 483493 

wraysburyscouts@btinternet.com 
 

 



  

 
 

Nobody could ever say that Wraysbury Primary was a boring place to be!   

Since the summer newsletter, much has happened. There are new faces around the 

school site! We said farewell to Mrs Holden who had been Deputy Head for 5 ½ 

years. She was off to explore new places and perhaps to take up new challenges in her 

life and we also said good bye to Barbara Croft our Business Manager who had been 

at the school for many, many years. We bid farewell to Mrs Parker, Mrs Whitehead 

and Mrs Khan, again a vital part of the school, in their role as teaching assistants.  

Mrs Pateman has left us for a little while! We are delighted that she has just had her 

baby, Barney and we can’t wait to meet him. It was then hello to new members of 

staff who would take on some new roles in our school or perhaps just put a different 

slant on existing ones! 

We are delighted to welcome Miss Hooker and Mr Ferguson as class teachers and 

Mrs Rudgewick Brown and Mrs Finnelly as teaching assistants. Mrs Tate, our 

swimming instructor, is also supporting in school in a teaching assistant role. Our 

more vulnerable children are now being overseen by Mrs Collins our Inclusion 

Leader. Many of our parents and pupils have remarked upon our new Premises 

Manager, Mr Wilson. He has been a very cheerful face to see on the gate 

safeguarding our children on their way in and out of school. As well as Mr Wilson, 

Mrs Pearson has joined the support staff running our office and keeping track of our 

finances. Finally, we also have our new Deputy Head, Mr Gresswell also teaches in 

Year 5 and has got to know the children really well this term. 

As a school we were very proud to be awarded the Arts Mark Award in the summer 

term. However it was made even more special by the fact that we were elevated to 

Arts Mark Gold, the highest level a school can achieve and a rarity. The award is 

given to schools who offer an extensive Arts curriculum. This is something that has 

always been at the heart of what we do; striving for high standards in academic 

subjects but also offering a balanced curriculum of art, dance, drama and music.  

We also worked hard to support others this term.  Our annual Harvest Collection was 
of food this year that we could take to the Windsor Food Bank. Our Remembrance 

Day this year was even more meaningful as the children in Years 5 and 6 have been 

studying the 1
st
 World War.  The whole school was involved in raising money for the 

Poppy Appeal by donating and receiving a poppy but they also made their own! We 



  

recreated the Tower of London Poppies adjacent to the school and Year led a very 

meaningful and moving ceremony. 

In the run up to Christmas things have not changed. The Foundation Stage and Key 

Stage 1 are working hard on their performances and of course by the time you read 

this we will have held our Christmas Tree Festival at the Church. 

We continue to strive for the very best in education for our pupils but we are also 

trying to improve our staff and adult facilities which are too small for a school of our 

size.  They were not improved or enlarged when the children’s facilities were 

remodelled and we desperately want to enhance the working space for our staff. 

Unfortunately, funding is our stumbling block at the moment. 

We hope to see you all over the few weeks before Christmas; perhaps at the 

productions or the Christmas Fayre on the 12
th

 December, Merry Christmas from 

everyone at Wraysbury Primary. 

Alison Fox  Headteacher  Email: wraysbury@rbwm.org.uk 

01784 482603  New Website: www.wraysburyprimary.co.uk 

 

 



  

MEET OUR NEW CURATE, JOSEPH AND HIS FAMILY 

 

Joseph will start his ministry among us in July 2015. Please pray for Joseph, Elisabeth 

and the children as they prepare to come and join us and Joseph completes his final 

year of training. Here is Joseph's introduction to himself and his lovely family. 

"Colin has asked me to provide a short biography by way of introduction. I am 

originally from Lisbon, Portugal. I am 44 years old, married to Elisabeth for 20 years, 

and have two children, Rebecca (15) and Gabriel (2). My family are my 

encouragement and support. 

Nearly 20 years ago after completing my degree we moved to the UK in order to 

further my studies, but instead I ended up doing several jobs over the years. I worked 

as an assistant manager in a jewellery, estate agent, butler, chauffeur, personal 

assistant and estate manager. 

I started my vocational discernment when I was 13 and eventually joined the 

Carmelites as a Postulant, followed by the Dominicans as a novice. When this did not 

work out, I thought that it would be the end of ordained ministry, but God was not 

quite done with me. 

A few years ago we started going to St Aldates church in Oxford, and it was there that 

I felt God calling me (again). I started the vocational discernment process and was 

eventually recommended for training at Ripon College Cuddesdon. 

I am delighted with the opportunity to serve my curacy at St Andrew’s Wraysbury 

and St Michael’s Horton, and to be part of your walk of faith in Jesus Christ. 

Elisabeth, the children and I are looking forward to being part of God’s mission in 

your communities. There is so much to say and I hope we will get to know one 

another and share testimonies. It is my prayer that together we will be able to bring 

Christ to the community and the community to Christ. 

As I embark on my final stage if training and I continue to grow in faith and the 

knowledge of God, we pray that the Lord may continue to equip us for the ministry 

that await us." 

Joseph will begin his ministry in Horton and Wraysbury in July 2015. 



  

MAGNA CARTA COUNTRY WINEMAKERS 
 

The winemakers’ meetings held on the first Tuesday of each month in the Village 

Hall are still proving a -popular event with its tastings and talks on a variety of 
subjects, not always wine related but to compensate for these wine competitions 

are regularly held for kits supplied by experienced members. 

A recently held Ladies Night where the ladies all dressed in Ascot style with the 
appropriate hats proved a success that was helped by Christine Morgan with her 

monologue with the members joining in the refrain. As usual there was a Ladies 

wine competition and more than sufficient food. 

A recent talk by Peter Durant on the subject of The Days in the life of a Wartime 
Schoolboy was at times sad, but had hilarious moments and brought back memo-

ries to many. 

The Annual Gala Dinner Dance was held in October with the trophies presented 
before dancing. On 8th November there was a Pub Night with the regular fish bar 

and dancing. This will be followed on 13th December by a Christmas Party 

Dance and finally The New Year’s Eve dance with a French theme this year. For 

information on these please ring Sheila Wareham on 01753 841132. 

A Turkey and Tinsel week was arranged in November at the Abbey Lodge Hotel 

in Torquay for the members to get a flavour of Christmas, and then in the New 

Year a booking has been made at The Shaftesbury Theatre to see the successful 
Broadway production of Memphis starring Beverley Knight. It's music from the 

era we grew up with and must surely be a successful evening. 

Harold Hutt   01784 482944  harold.hutt@yahoo.co.uk 

 



  

WRAYSBURY ACTION GROUP UPDATE 

 

I would thank everyone for their support of Wraysbury Action Group since we started 

back in February 2009. It has been heart breaking to hear and see the damage caused 

by the floods this year, and seeing how much water was in both Coppice Field and 

Thamesfield. It makes me wonder how much worse things may have been should 

those fields not have been flood plain. 

With regards Thamesfield, I am of course deeply disappointed that our bid for Village 

Green status has not been able to go further. We have given it our very best and we 

are now doing the next best thing and pursuing the footpath claims over Thamesfield, 

which we submitted before the Village Green application in early 2009.   

We continue to need you to support our work as we work on the Public Footpaths 

claim, so please do watch out for ways in which you can help. Every little counts! I 

am awaiting an update on the Public Footpaths Application, and will send information 

out as soon as I know more. In the meantime please don't hesitate to contact me on 

wraysburyag@outlook.com if you have any questions.    

With warmest regards, and best wishes for Christmas and New Year. 

Su Burrows 

 

A SERENADE FOR WRAYSBURY 
Let the airliners roar, and the traffic rage; 

I have arrived, from the "gorgeous" East, 

And I shall not be moved. 

When Susan and I set out from Egham in the adventurous eighties, 

Heading towards the rising sun of opportunity.  

East Anglia was wonderful; tend of endless 

hopes and horizons. 

But she is gone, and I have returned, 

To where we met and married. 

O Middlesex! Land of love, 

Gained, but not lost! ) Wraysbury, 

Perfectly set between country and town, 

Where I came to visit my sister, 

And watch the Thames' healing waters 

Flow gently by. 

And now I sit in my "Hamlet" maisonette, 
(2b, where I can be again) 

And see the Edwardian street lamps come on in the evening, 

And the serene swans glide on the lake, 

Against the light of the setting sun. 

 

John Draper 



  

WRAYSBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENTS, TEACHERS & 

FRIENDS ASSOCIATION WINTER 2014 

Chairperson: Michelle Harwood Vice Chairperson: Vanessa Cox 
Treasurer: Jacky Wilkes Secretary: Emily Larcombe 

Firstly, a big thank you to all our members for their huge commitment and hard work, 

without them our events would not run. The 2013/2014 Academic year was a very 

successful one for Wraysbury Primary school PTFA. We raised just over £11,000, 

which is an astonishing amount of money to make! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank the local businesses for their 

continued support and input into our events, in particular the Summer Fair, as this 

generates much excitement and joy for the children at Wraysbury School and 

continues to be a fun day out for the whole Community. 

We have plenty of fun events to be looking forward to in 2015! We will kick start the 

year with a table top sale in January. Details will be posted on the PTFA noticeboard 

at the front of the school in the coming weeks. A great opportunity to make space for 

all of those Christmas gifts! 

Our annual School Fair will be held on Saturday 9
th

 May. This is a much loved event 

with a wide range of stalls, games, live music, cakes and BBQ to name just a few! If 

you would like to help at the Fair or are able to offer support or donate prizes we 

would love to hear from you. 

The PTFA now have a new e-mail address. We can be contacted on 

wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com 

Later in the year we will again be asking for unwanted clothing, shoes and bags (plus 

more) for our Bag2School appeal. Information will be available closer to the time, 

along with bags to fill, so please start collecting now! 

So, what do we do with all the money we raise? Well, just this academic year we have 

bought a wide range of equipment for the school that will benefit all of the children. 

We have invested in our children's Eco Area with new gardening equipment, a Willow 

Arch, a Storytelling Chair and Planters for growing vegetables. We have also 

purchased new digital cameras to aid their school work, helped fund school trips and 

bought educational games for the children to enjoy during their wetplay. 

We have also committed to funding an outdoor classroom later in the year. The new 

national curriculum places an emphasis on outdoor learning and with this new 

exciting addition to the school we will be able to help deliver this. So, please come 

along and support our events and help us fund these wonderful projects. 

If you are interested in joining the PTFA we would love to have you along. Our next 

meeting is on 14
th

 January in the main school hall. Everyone is welcome. If you have 

any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on 

wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com 

mailto:wraysburyschoolptfa@gmail.com


  

 
 

WRAYSBURY VILLAGE TRUST “250 CLUB” 
 

Once again another great year for the Village Trust! 

This has been a difficult year for the village with last winter’s floods but the Trust 

helped financially the cricket club to enable them to play their matches on the green 

and also enable the village fair to take place. Our fundraising and membership allow 

us to say “yes” to almost all of our requests for donations to help other charitable 

organisations within the village.   

We continue to sponsor the Village Fair, yet again another great day in the Village 

calendar and although not able to do our usual stall at the Grange we gave many raffle 

prizes on behalf of the Trust to be used by the other stalls. We did our summer draw 

of which the Winter one is at our Xmas dinner dance.  

Our annual Christmas Dinner Dance was a huge success and drew much praise. The 

Committee worked very hard to make it a success, and the compliments from the 

people who attended were much appreciated. Every year the Committee spend a 

couple of days decorating the Village Hall so every Club and Society that use the Hall 

can enjoy the Christmas decorations during the Festive Period. Any help on this is 

much appreciated.  

The Christmas Tree in the Centre of the Village is something the Trust has been 

responsible for many years. I understand that before the Christmas tree we used to 

hang lights up in the original Beach tree adjacent to the chemists.  

We have a great committee working very hard to raise awareness of the Village Trust 

and if you would like to know more or become a member please contact Marilyn 

Ferguson Chairman on 01784 482198. 

We look forward to another successful year in 2015 when Wraysbury along with the 

Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead, will celebrate the 800 year anniversary 

of the signing of the Magna Carta on Runnymede meadows. Events to mark this 

important historical event will take place next June.   

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy Healthy New Year. 

Marilyn Ferguson Chairman 



  

People & Pets Animal Welfare  

Registered Charity - Number 292902 

Wraysbury Contact: Muriel Carey 
44a Ouseley Road Wraysbury TW19 5JH 

01784 483440 (also Lynn 01803 394959) 

Dear Friends, 

We’ve had a busy but difficult year again with ill health affecting some of our members 

and trustees alike. June Baker, our Treasurer, and Muriel Carey have had a troublesome 

time and we wish them well with their recovery. I broke my ankle in August slipping on a 
wet drain cover, and after six weeks in plaster I’m not out of the woods yet. Many of our 

members have had a rough year with ill health and we hope they are recuperating.  

PLEASE DIG DEEP TO HELP US We’ve had a record number of requests to help cats 

and dogs and even a rat with an injured tail with their operations when their owners 
haven’t been able to pay for unexpected treatment. One large dog required urgent surgery 

for her broken shoulder when she accidentally ran into traffic, and the bills to fix her came 

to over £7,000. We’ve found some wonderful homes for many unwanted dogs, cats and 

kittens this year. Many have needed veterinary treatment first. We are asking you all to 

dig deep and help with whatever you can so that we can continue to provide what we 

think is a valuable service to help many needy animals when they are in distress. Owners 

become unemployed, ill, even homeless. Our wonderful vets Alma’s in Windsor are able 

to do so much more, so costs are increasing. Please if you can, remember us in your will.  

A FUN TIME AT THE GRANGE FAIR Thanks to our superstar volunteers dressed up 

as puppies who organised a tombola for us, we sold nearly £300 of donated goods. Thank 

you to all of our helpers and to our supporters for the gifts. Our new fund-raising team are 

also holding a street collection for us in Windsor on December 24
th

 so please look out 

for them and in the spirit of Christmas, be generous for the sake of the animals we help.  

PLEASE JOIN US FOR OUR COMBINED ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING at 

11am followed by our CHRISTMAS PRIZE DRAW and MINI-BAZAAR on 

SATURDAY 6th December 12 noon at WRAYSBURY BAPTIST CHURCH HALL, 

HIGH STREET, WRAYSBURY TW19 5DB. Refreshments will be available. Entrance 

50p. As well as the four money prizes in our raffle – £250, £100, £50 and £25, we always 

like to give a large number of excellent prizes. Please bring any gifts for the raffle or for 
our sale directly to Wraysbury Baptist Church Hall on the morning of the draw or contact 

our co-ordinators for collection if they live close to you. If you can donate prizes or goods 

for us, please contact Helen Rodd of 48a Ouseley Road, Wraysbury TW19 5JH 0797 6989 

409. Unwanted gifts – household items, toys, jewellery, cosmetics, good quality clothes, 

white elephant, books will be gratefully received – all for the benefit of animals in need. 

Come and enjoy this friendly, social event and find plenty of Christmas bargains. 

MITZY THE LURCHER X WOULD LOVE A NEW HOME Mitzy is 1 yr old, her 

Mum can’t care for her due to ill health. We also have 2 Zebra Finches looking for a 

home. Please ring Lynn on 01803 394959 or 07949 085688 for more details. 

Thank you so much for your support from Lynn (Secretary) in Devon, June in Hanworth, 

Alf in Hounslow, Lillian in Bedfont, Muriel in Wraysbury, Heather and Fiona in Windsor 
at People & Pets and, of course, all the animals! www.peopleandpets.org.uk 



  

TRIBUTES PAID TO WRAYSBURY CHURCH WARDEN 

WHO LOST BATTLE WITH LIVER CANCER 

 

 
 

A church warden who was at the centre of life in Wraysbury for 30 years died a 

week before her 70
th
 birthday. 

Vicki Lipscombe, who would have been 70 on 31
st
 July 2014, played a major role 

in the life of St Andrew's Church in Windsor Road, Wraysbury. 

As well as being a warden, she organised fund raising garden parties and the Pop-

In for the elderly, which frequently involved trips and outings. 

The vicar of Wraysbury and Horton Reverend Colin Gibson said: "Vicki's strong 
faith, her vitality, her compassion for others and the practical, down to earth help 

she gave have made her loved everywhere." 

She and her husband Bernie lived in Ouseley Road and Welley Road during their 
years in the village.  They also worked together for 25 years as proprietors of the 

Coffee Shop, Bishops Centre, Bath Road, Taplow. 

Vicki died on Thursday, July 24th at Thames Hospice, Hatch Lane, Windsor after 
a long fight against liver cancer.  She leaves her husband Bernie, children Tony 

and Karen, grandchildren Carl, Marie and Stacey and great grandchild Jaxon. 

Vicki’s funeral on 31
st
 July was attended by over 250 of her friends and family 

and she was buried in the churchyard of St Andrew’s Wraysbury. 

Written by Francis Batt 

Article courtesy of Baylis Media Ltd 

 

http://www.windsorexpress.co.uk/News/Areas/Wraysbury/


  

 

 

 



  

 
 

 



  

AGE CONCERN WRAYSBURY & HORTON 
 

 

 

 

 

 

As I write this article I have been given the news that our recent Autumn Bazaar 

raised just over £320. This is good news as our ‘people through the door’ numbers 

were down this time. Afterwards quite a few mentioned that they were not aware of it 

because there was no banner on the green. Despite posters in all the shops and a 

notice in the paper, it would seem that many rely on the banners for information. We 

are now investigating the purchase of a generic banner that can be erected before each 

fundraising event so that many residents will be kept informed. 

Meanwhile, I would like to thank all those people who did attend, and those who sent 

donations because they didn’t, for spending hard earned cash at our bazaar. These 

fundraisers are in part what keep us going. There are other organisations who 

regularly give quite large donations, in the main to keep the bus running, and our 

thanks go to them as well. 

As you already know, the meetings have been a bit chaotic during the recent months 

due to the floods.  This has also impacted on the trips out, which have not happened 

of late. However things are almost back to normal and a coffee trip to Notcutts 

Garden Centre, a trip to Longacres Garden Centre and a trip for Fish and Chips are in 

the pipeline.   

Our membership is going up but there is always room for more, as well as volunteers 

to help in any way they can. Our secretary is fortunately back in the village and 

meetings are held in Wraysbury Village Hall every Thursday morning from 10 till 12. 

Please turn up and join us, or phone the secretary Mrs Elderfield on 01784 482864.  

You will be made most welcome.   

Sandra Hopkins  Chairman Wraysbury & Horton Age Concern 
 

Age Concern Useful Numbers  
 

Age Concern Furniture Warehouse To arrange collection of your donations call: 

01753 575737. Unit 1 Banbury Avenue Slough Trading Estate SL1 4LH. 

Handy Help Limited: 01753 571125.  

These are subsidiaries of Age Concern Slough and Berkshire East 



  

 

THAMES RIVERWORKS PILING LTD 
 

OFFER A PROFESSIONAL SERVICE IN 
 

PILING & WATERBORNE PROJECTS 
 

● SHEET PILING   ● BANKSIDE PROTECTION 

● FLOATING PONTOONS ● STEEL PILING TUBES 

● TIMBER PILES   ● FIXED LANDING STAGES 
 

For a no obligation quote please call:- 
 

01932 226869/07710 802892 
 

Email: riverworksltd@aol.com www.riverworksltd.com 
 

Shepperton Marina, Felix Lane, Shepperton, Middx. TW17 8NS 
 

 

 

 

 

Need a photograph, picture or piece of 

memorabilia framed? 
Then contact us at: 

 

 

“The Framing House”  

 
 

 

Whether large, small, straightforward or complex, we would be very pleased to help you 

define your ideas and needs without obligation. 

 

Contact us today on tel: 01784 481 963 or 07812 078430 

Or by email to: ken@theframinghouse.co.uk 



  

                            WRAYSBURY LAWN TENNIS CLUB      

 

After the winter season, when play had to be abandoned for a few weeks because of 

the floods, the summer season was very enjoyable for the club. We had a successful 

Open Day in May, when several new members joined the club, and this was followed 

by weeks of sunshine so everyone could play plenty of tennis.  

The club is situated just by the Village Hall car park, next to the bowling green. We 

are a friendly, sociable club, but we do play “serious” tennis, too! At senior level, we 

run Men’s, Ladies’ and Mixed teams in some of the local leagues. One Men’s team 

won promotion last season. The important thing is that even when we lost, everyone 

seemed to have a good time. 

Our experienced coach, Steve Savage, has been with the club for several years. He 

provides coaching not just for the “youngsters”, but can give adults lessons, too, 

whether you are thinking of taking up tennis, or if you just want a “refresher” to get 

you back into the game after a few years not playing. Both individual and group 

lessons are available. For more details about this or other Club details, have a look at 

our advert in this magazine or go to our web site - www.wraysburyltc.org.uk.  

We hold a number of social events throughout the year – such as our summer BBQ, a 

Quiz night, Bank Holiday “Fun” Sessions and, coming up soon, our annual Christmas 

dinner. We held the event at The George last year for the first time, and it was so 

successful that the list was full almost as soon as it went up this year. We also run two 

‘fun’ tournaments during the season when we play for the Maureen Burr Trophy on a 

Sunday in April and the Peggy Willatts Rosebowl on a Saturday or Sunday in 

September. These are always well attended and great fun. As well as this, we run a 

club tournament each year where any adult member can enter for Singles or Doubles 

titles. Finals Day in September is always an enjoyable and social occasion.  

We hold regular adult “Club” sessions throughout the week – Monday afternoons 

from 13.30, weekday mornings, Tuesday and Thursday from 10.00 to 12.00, 

Wednesday evenings from 18.30 to 22.00 and Saturday and Sunday mornings from 

09.30 to 12.00. At any of those times, you can just turn up and will be slotted into 

games with other club members. This way, it is easy to get to know other members 

and make friends. Junior members also have regular coaching sessions throughout the 

week. Details can be found on our website. 

We cater for everyone, whether it is serious competition tennis, social tennis for 

“average” players, or even if you are a complete beginner. If the website does not tell 

you all you want to know, then why not email the Club at Wraysburyltc@yahoo.co.uk 

or just pop along to any of our club sessions to have a look and a chat?   

Rosalind Nockles, Wraysbury Lawn Tennis Club. 



  



  

WRAYSBURY BOWLS CLUB 
 

IT has been a very interesting year  –  having survived the damage inflicted by the 

serious flooding during January and February, the club enjoyed a decent summer of 

fun social tournaments, league and friendly matches. 

Having an artificial surface, our rink enables play to go on throughout the year and 

members can be seen on most Friday and Sunday mornings at the ‘roll-up’ session 

from 10am. We would welcome villagers to come along and have a go at bowls, 

which along with a bit of socialising and offers some healthy exercise. 

Lawn bowls has long been viewed as a game for the older generation. But don’t be 

put off that you’ll be pigeon-holed - it has a growing popularity among younger 

people, especially in Australia, Canada and the USA, who produce many top level 

players. Even in Britain too, more young people are taking up the gauntlet and 

demonstrating that lawn bowling is a challenging and entertaining sport for all ages.  

In our competitive matches, Wraysbury had a decent season in the Berkshire KLX 

men’s league, putting in some good performances in our Division 2 East campaign. 

Our mixed triples also did well in the Chiltern & Thames League, winning some key 

battles. Wraysbury wrapped up their season with a home win against Parkside BC 

from Eastleigh, winning 56-44. 

The Club Championships saw a double success for Sarah Jane Cole as she claimed 

the Mixed Pairs title with Andy Doughton when they beat Julia Cream and Mike 

McLachlan 21-15 in the final. This was on top of her earlier triumph in the Memorial 

Pairs Trophy – with Eddie Wisby. The Men’s title went to Derek Spence who beat 

Ivor Davies 21-13, while the Ladies champion was Yvonne Gorrod, who won her 

final against Avril Pearce 21-6. 

The club’s social tournament days were well supported and it was good to see friends 

and villagers dropping by to watch – and have a cup of tea. 

The club continues to welcome new members, so anyone interested – either 

experienced or beginners – could come along on a Friday or Sunday morning before 

10am to have a chat or try your hand. Just bring flat soled shoes.   

Our Open Day next April is also a good opportunity to try this entertaining sport. Do 

come along to our clubhouse adjacent to the village car park when the date is 

announced- or contact the Secretary to arrange a personal visit. Check out our website 

for more news. 

Fred Parsons Club Secretary 01784 481490 wraysburybowls@gmail.com 

Visit:  www.wraysburybowlsclub.co.uk 

mailto:wraysburybowls@gmail.com


  

 



  

What a summer! We’ve had an eight year old young lady bobbing about on the lake 

in a force 5 blow. We’ve had a somewhat older Russian lady declaring she never had 

a more exhilarating experience as she stepped off the boat after a taster session – 

again in very windy conditions. 

We laid on Taster Sessions for Virginia Water Scouts and 2
nd

 Sunbury Guides. Also 

we provided one of the water activity centres for the Wings Scout and Guide event.  

During the five days, over 2500 young people took part in the activities at KSC! The 

instructors certainly worked hard. 

We’ve had a pirates’ day, BBQs, an Oktoberfest evening and we are now preparing 

for bonfire night and then our fantastic Xmas lunch. 

On May 9th, 2013, Andrew 'Bart' Simpson tragically died in a training accident in 

San Francisco Bay while preparing for the America's Cup competition.  Bart’s Bash is 

a sailing boat race, set up in his memory. On Sunday 21st September, 31,000 sailors 

from 10 countries took part in the race, including 20,000 from the UK; they sailed 

88,000 km. Kingsmead Sailing Club supported Bart’s Bash and The Andrew Simpson 

Sailing Foundation, whose aim is to transform the lives of young people through 

sailing. 

We will be running our series of FREE taster sessions, 2-4pm throughout next 

summer. We are an RYA approved “OnBoard” training centre and can offer taster 

sessions to schools, Scout and Guide groups or other youth organisations; they are all 

free of charge. We will also be doing RYA sail and powerboat training courses for 

members & non-members. 

Please get in touch if you would like to experience the excitement and challenge of 

sailing. Kingsmead Sailing Club, Datchet Road, Horton. SL3 9QE. 

Contact Rob on 07809 610313, email at publicity@kingsmeadsc.org.uk or take a look 

at our website, www.kingsmeadsc.org.uk for more information 

 

http://www.kingsmeadsc.org.uk/


  

 



  

WRAYSBURY PAROCHIAL CHARITIES 

 
The Charity is an amalgamation of six ancient parish charities, entrusted to distribute 

income from its investments for the sole benefit of residents who live in Wraysbury. 

These investments come from bequests of stock, money and land made by villagers 

since 1759. Over the years the demand on the investment income has increased 

significantly. To reduce this pressure the trustees appeal to the residents of Wraysbury 

to make bequests to the Charity. The Charities Audited Annual report is made 

available at Annual Parish Meeting. 

The current Trustees are: Carolyn Humphries, Janet Crame, Sheila Ferguson, Graham 

Sinclair, Mike Smith, Glyn Larcombe, Simon Carter, Rev Colin Gibson and Peter 

Knott. Our Secretary is Sue Chapman, 01784 483186 12 Ouseley Road, Wraysbury, 

Staines, TW19 5JA. s.k.chapman@btinternet.com 

The trustees, working within the Charity’s constitution guides lines, are allowed to 

donate monies “to relieve distress, sickness and the poor: to give support for social 

welfare, recreation and leisure, and to offer other financial support as they see fit.” 

They cannot, however, pay for anything that should come from public funds. 

In recent years the charity has provided significant financial contributions to:- 

1 The Village Hall running costs, repairs to the heating system and lighting 

system.  

2  Assisted with the emergency repairs of St Andrews Church Vestry.  

3 Supported a number of recreation activities including the Karate Club, Youth 

Project, Scout Group and Tennis club junior section. 

4 Charities who have aided a number of Wraysbury residents, these include 

Thames Valley Hospice, Relate and Cross Roads. 

5 Individual cases where a need has been identified. The Charity now covers 

the cost of emergency Lifelines to just over 25 villagers living alone.  

Please contact our secretary, Sue Chapman, in writing if you know of any Wraysbury 

resident or of a Village project that might be eligible for our financial support. Or feel 

free to discuss such matters informally – and in confidence – with any of the Trustees 

in private. 

Peter Knott   Wraysbury Parochial Charities Trustees Chairman  

peter.r.f.knott@btinternet.com 



  

 



  

3RD WRAYSBURY CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

Wraysbury Primary School and St Andrew’s Church Wraysbury are delighted to have 

worked together again to create Wraysbury’s 3rd ever Christmas Tree Festival. 

The festival saw various youth and adult groups from the village along with local 

businesses and school classes creating unique and individual Christmas Trees, which 

were displayed as an exhibition in St Andrew’s Church. 

Christmas Tree entries were hugely creative, and were made from a wide range of 

materials from Brussel sprouts to wood or recycled materials, some were sparkly and 

some left entirely natural.  Entrants were encouraged to be as creative as possible and 

the brief was to make people smile. 

Visitors to the fabulous festive forest had the opportunity to vote for their favourite 

tree, and prizes were awarded to the tree with the most votes within each of the five 

categories,  

And the trees with the most votes were; 

- School Class - Penguin Parade - by The Reception classes, Wraysbury Primary 

School (a magnificently green and curly, featuring penguins and perfectly scaled 

sugar cube ice blocks!)  

- Youth Group Entries - Lest We Forget - by 1st Staines Cubs Rudyard Pack (beauti-

ful poppies)  

- Adult Group Entry - Walking in the Air - by Wraysbury Bowls Club 

- Local Business Entry - Teddy Tennis Xmas - by Teddy Tennis  

- Family / Individual Entry - Woolley - by Jessica Dooler  

- The Wraysbury Wooden Tree Trophy for the highest number of votes went to - The 

Enchanted Forest - by Pumpkins Pre School 

The Tree of Remembrance - was very well supported by a great many special mes-

sages, these messages will stay on display in church from the Carol Concert until 

Christmas. 

Many of the trees were also being offered for sale via silent auction, to raise even 

more funds for the School.  Many unusual trees were won by visitors to decorate their 

homes or offices this Christmas.  

The exhibition was supported by performances from Wraysbury School Children and 

Church Choir along with a cake stall, Christmas stall and festive refreshments. 

The Christmas Tree Festival was a fundraising opportunity, with over £1,000 raised 

for Wraysbury Primary School and a donation to St Andrew’s Church.  

Some of the favourites are shown over the page. 
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