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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th July, 2018, at 7.00pm, in 
Hamsteels Community Centre, Western Avenue, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors D Bottoms, K Duggan, R Makepeace, L McKendrick, B Reid and D Robb 

and County Councillors J Chaplow. M McGaun and A Simpson 
 
43. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors D Bell and M Wilson 
 
44. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 
45. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

▪ The AAP Board meeting had recently been held. 
▪ The County received a lot of funding for transport from the EU.  It remained to be seen how 

this would be affected by Brexit.  
▪ A number of events were planned over the summer across the County. 
▪ The consultation on the new County Hall had been ongoing with a planning application for the 

new building at The Sands expected later in the summer.  
▪ The County Durham Plan consultation was ongoing.  A key theme of the plan was to bring 

high quality jobs to the County.  
▪ A bid for funding to develop Mount Oswald into a heritage centre to house the County 

Archives had been unsuccessful.  The application was been reviewed with a view to 
resubmitting.  

▪ The County Council was carrying out a project to fight benefit fraud.  Hundreds of thousands 
of pounds were being wrongly claimed and the project would encourage reporting of incorrect 
claims.  

▪ The County Council was working with the Fire Brigade and schools to deliver an awareness 
programme on cold water shock in view of the current weather. 

▪  
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
46. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 30th May, 2018, were confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.  
 
47. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 34 - Councillor Robb reported that the highway ditches around Cornsay had now 
   been marked with cones so it was hoped repair work would be commencing 
   shortly. 

Councillor Armstrong reported that she had spoken with Police about speeding 
issues in Cornsay Colliery.  Although they had reported that only 16% of 
vehicles were speeding through the village, the volume of traffic meant this 
was equivalent to one vehicle every 1½ minutes speeding through the village.  
Additionally vehicles travelling to the anaerobic digester were passing through 
the village every 30/35 minutes. Permission had been granted for articulated 
vehicles, rather than tractors which were adding to the traffic problems due to 
their slow speed.  The Police had been asked to look at any further action that 
could be taken.  
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48. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £249.28 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for July. 
(ii) £69.75 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for July. 
(iii) £727.74 in respect of staff wages for July. 
(iv) £249.08 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for August. 
(v) £69.95 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for August.  
(vi) £727.74 in respect of staff wages for August.  
(vii) £61.84 to the Clerk in respect of the purchase of dog bags. 
(viii) £100.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of contribution towards 

the cost of fuel for the lawnmower. 
(ix) £108.28 to the Clerk to enable the purchase of printer cartridges. 
(x) Durham County Council in respect of the cleaning contract for the community centre. 
(xi) Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance, play areas and planters. 
(xii) £35.00 to the Information Commissioners Office in respect of data protection 

registration.  
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 27th Jun 2018 £ 249.08 Clerk’s wages    No.1045 
(ii) 27th Jun 2018 £ 73.22 HMRC     No.1046 
(iii) 27th Jun 2018 £ 277.26 DCC (cleaning)    No.1047 
(iv) 27th Jun 2018 £ 160.00 Makepeace Landscapes  No.1048 
(v) 27th Jun 2018 £ 738.93 Staff wages    No.1049 

 
49. CORRESPONDENCE 

 
 Durham Citizens Advice - Request for financial donation 

Resolved: That no donation be made on this occasion. 
 
50. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
 Mr & Mrs 

Cummings 
18 Commercial Street 
Cornsay Colliery 
 

Single storey rear extension 

 Resolved: That the Council has no objection to this application 
 

 W Connell Land east of Low Row 
Cottages 
Cornsay 
 

Erection of agricultural shed 
 

 Resolved: That a better location plan is required in order to enable the location of the 
proposal to be identified.  

 
51. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Lease to Hamsteels Community Hall Association (Minute 42(b) refers) 
 
The Clerk reported that he had contacted a number of local firms of solicitors in order to obtain an 
indicative cost for the drafting of a lease.  
 
While the majority of firms had been unable to provide an indicative cost.  Two firms had, however, 
been willing to provide an estimate, details of which were discussed.  
 
Resolved: (i) That Cooper Stott Solicitors be instructed to draft an appropriate lease. 
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(b) Update Report 
 
A number of groups were taking a break over the summer so the centre was quietening down which 
was usual for the time of year. 
 
The trip to Whitby on 13th August had proved very popular with all tickets having been sold already.  
 
A new tai chi session would be starting in September and an 80s night was planned for 14th 
September.  The recent quiz night had been successful and enjoyed by all those who attended.  
 

(c) Alterations to Room 2 
 
The Clerk reported that confirmation had been received from the Lottery that they had no objections 
to the proposed alterations to Room 2.   
 
52. WESTERN AVENUE – FORMER GARAGE SITE 
 
The Chair had met with officers from the County Council to discuss an asset transfer of the former 
garage site.  A response was awaited.  
 
Resolved: That the Clerk contact the County Council with a view to progressing the matter.  
 
53. DRAW WELL 
 
The Clerk had made enquiries with the Conservation Team at the County Council to see whether 
they could provide any support.  Due to annual leave, a reply was awaited.  
 
Resolved: That on receipt of a response, the Clerk consult with Members on the works required.  
 
54. AUGUST BUSINESS 
 
The Council would be in recess during August and while it was not anticipated that there would be 
any business requiring the Council’s attention it was sensible to make arrangements should any 
occur. 

 
Resolved: That the Clerk in consultation with the Chair deal with any urgent business as appropriate 
and that a special meeting be arranged if necessary. 
 
55. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 
Resolved: That in view of the confidential nature of the following item of business, and in accordance 
with section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be 
temporarily excluded and they be instructed to withdraw from the meeting. 
 
56. STAFFING MATTERS 
 
The Clerk reported on a staffing matter which required the Council’s attention.  
 
Resolved: That HR advice be obtained from Durham County Council’s HR team and that the matter 
be dealt with in line with their advice. 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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