
A Guide to the General Election

 

SATURDAY 8TH FEBRUARY 2020

WHAT IS THE GENERAL ELECTION?
A General Election is when the people in Ireland choose who we 
want to represent the area we live, in the National Parliament which 
is called Dáil Eireann. 

ON THE DAY OF THE ELECTION
You can vote on the 8th Feb 2020 any time between 7am and 10pm 
in a Polling Station. You should bring your polling card with you to 
the Polling Station.
 
If you don't have a Polling Card you can still vote once you have 
identification with you. Types of identification you can use are:
 Passport, 

Drivers Licence

Public Services Card

HOW TO VOTE
You will get a piece of paper called a Ballot Paper which will look like 
the picture on the right. 
The people on the Ballot paper are called candidates.
The Ballot paper will have the name, photograph and box for each 
candidate who would like you to vote for them
If a candidate belongs to a Political Party the sign or logo for that 
Political Party will be beside their name.
If a candidate does not belong to a Political Party, you will see 
'Independent' or Non-Party' beside their name. 
Some of the information on the Ballot Paper will be written in the Irish 
language and in English.
You can write No. 1 in the box beside the person who is your 1st 
choice. You can choose one person if you like or you can choose as 
many as you want. If you choose more than one you can put the 
numbers 1,2,3,4 in the boxes beside their name. 

 
More information on next page



WHY VOTE?
It is your right as an Irish Citizen to vote.
 
You will be voting to choose a new Government. 
 
The Irish Government makes decisions about how money is spent 
on important services like schools, hospitals, roads, transport and 
disability services. 
 
If you don't vote then you don't have a say in who the TDs are that 
means you don't have a say in the law, education, employment and 
many other areas. 
 
TD's represent people from areas around the country called 
constituencies. 
 
You should choose someone who you think will work hard on your 
behalf. 

SUPPORT
On the day of the election if you have any questions or need any help 
you can ask the staff working at the Polling Station.
 
No one can vote for you. It is your choice. 
 
If you have difficulty making up your mind on who to vote for it is ok to 
talk to a family member, a friend or someone who supports you but 
the decision is yours to make. 

Useful Links
For information about voting: https://www.housing.gov.ie/

Check here to see if you are registered to vote: http://www.checktheregister.ie
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