
 

              
      

 
        

  
              

    

   
             

           
           

  

           
            

        
 

             
            
            

             
               

            
   

  
             

              
                

       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrating  with  Graphic  Symbols  or  Signs  
Module:  Shared  Reading  

Content  Activity: Adult  Reading  Partner  
Big Idea: 

• Adults encourage and support communication and interaction. 

Guiding Statement: 
• As needed, I provide each of my students with the communication supports they 

are learning to use. 

Demonstrating with Graphic Symbols 
Students who use spoken words have lots of opportunities to watch and hear adults 
demonstrate comments that are spoken. Students who are verbal benefit from this 
match between how they communicate and how they see and hear others 
communicate. 

Students who use graphic symbols rarely get to experience others demonstrating 
comments using symbols. Therefore, it is critical that adult reading partners provide 
students lots of demonstrations of comments using the students’ communication 
symbols. 

If students do not yet have access to personal communication systems, there are 
graphic symbols available in Tar Heel Shared Reader which can be used while personal 
systems are being put in place. These onscreen symbols are not meant to replace 
a personal system. If the personal system that is chosen for students happens to use 
the same graphic symbol system, you can continue using the onscreen symbol set as a 
communication support. Otherwise, turn the onscreen symbols off and begin using the 
students’ personal systems. 

Demonstrating with Signs 
Students who use signs rarely get to watch others demonstrate comments using signs. 
Therefore, it is critical that adult reading partners use sign language to make comments 
about the book to show students how they can use the signs they know or are learning 
to make their own comments about the book. 
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DEMONSTRATING WITH SYMBOLS 2 
Directions: 

1. List the names of the students who will be participating in shared reading and 
indicate whether they use or are learning to use graphic/tactual symbols or sign 
language to communicate about the book. 

2. Use the information to discuss with your coach how you might demonstrate 
comments on a page-by-page basis. 

Student Names: 
Use 

graphic/tactual 
symbols? 

Use signs? 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 
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