
 My life has a constant demand for responsibility: to God, family, friends, and people around me. It 
gets heavy and hard to do each time but what keeps me going is the confidence and assurance that God has 
a perfect plan and purpose in creating me. I came to realize at some point what life is all about; It is a com-
bination of joy and suffering, temporary and permanent, risk, and safety to name a few. But what is amaz-
ing about it, is seeing the beauty and intentions of God in creating it. I praise Him and give Him all the glo-
ry for giving me “my life”! 
 When I go back to the reason why I joined the Navigators ministry work, I found two things: First, it 
was to cling more and be amazed at discovering the character of God. And second, it was to serve Him for 
the mercy and grace He had given me. After giving me the favor of working in the corporate world for al-
most five years as I have requested from Him, I then worked with the Navs for one and a half years as a 
YDF. In my seeking to go back to the corporate world after my YDF with the Navs, God taught me the true 
meaning of surrender when He led me to continue with the Navs for an Intern Staff (IS) position and not to 
the corporate world. I have mistaken commitment and surrender back then.  
 Last year, when I completed the IS term, I was advised to go on for a Field staff position to which I 
sensed, I am not ready and need more training. And so I asked for a year of extension to the IS program in-
stead. During my extension period, I never had a thought of going back to the corporate world rather cam-
pus ministry, and creating a community of believers has occupied my mind.   
 During the pandemic crisis that has started months ago, I was locked down in my hometown prov-
ince at Roxas, Capiz. God has been so good that He allowed me to go home from Iloilo before the Panay 
area started locking down. I stayed there for more than three months, doing from mundane things on house-
hold works to ministering to difficult people (I might say difficult because family members and relatives are 
hard to reach out). It has been so difficult living in a broken home, my mother and sister, who has a baby, 
needs godly counseling and so is my older brother. This is because we are surrounded by relatives who 
don’t fear God and it had an impact on my family members. My older brother is suffering from depression 
and attempted to do suicide twice during my hiatus at home. I was so tired emotionally, physically, socially, 
mentally, and even spiritually. I had to admit that I had a difficult time reading my Bible. Whenever I sat, I 
just talked to God and asked Him for a break and guidance. 
 Weeks after the lockdown was lifted, God directed me to think of the Judges' time in the Bible. And 
so, I went back to my inductive study notes of the book. It gave me guidance on what to do and learn to em-
brace what is yet to come. “In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”- Judges 
21:25. When people made themselves king or someone or something else other than Jesus Christ, then cha-
os and destruction would come as what happened in the days of Judges. These days, I was reminded 
of Matthew 6:24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” People made money 
their king, served it with all their might even putting their life at risk just to realize that they had lived chas-
ing nothing. 
 Those two verses served as a guide to me to accept the Field Staff position with Navs; to continue 
doing what God has called me the first time it came to my senses and understood why I exist and my pur-
pose. The Lord has been so good in giving me great joy in serving Him in the campus ministry. Seeing the 
students putting Jesus Christ in the throne of their life is a reward for me. I have learned from my experi-
ence the lessons taught patiently by God that I would like to share with others. Seeing people having god 
other than Jesus Christ encourages me to continue to stay working where I am now and to keep praying that 
one day, they will make Jesus Christ the King of their lives and bow down to Him alone.  
 So, where am I in His throne of grace? I will always be there enjoying His abundance as what my 
name means “Algrace—All grace”.  
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 Life on the school campus has a mixture of joy and sorrow. What a student looks forward to when 
he comes to school is to see himself on the stage, get his diploma, and celebrate with family and friends the 
victory of getting a degree in college. This year brought about a sense of difference to what a normal way 
school graduation does. Instead of having the usual graduation set-up, God made it unique by giving this 
batch a new kind of graduation experience through virtual.  

 There were twelve student contacts from CPU who graduated last May 28, 2020. Four of them got a 
latin honor awards  and one of them got the highest award. On that date, I got a poor internet connection at 
home and I was remembering the students, how they felt because before the pandemic happened, we were 
all excited of the graduation ceremony and prayed that the Lord would give Renan the privilege to give a 
speech to his co-graduates, but it didn’t happen. We were all excited for the end of the school semester 
from the planning of doing a silent retreat, kick-off party, and sem-ender which also didn’t happen. Though 
we departed with so many uncertainties because suddenly new normal has taken over, we are confident that 
God would unite us again one day.  

 By the way, communication through online bible study was difficult for us to do since the internet 
connection in each of our hometown provinces was very poor. What we did for the past months was giving 
verses and encouragement through chat. It may be challenging since the students are being tested of their 
faith and surrender of the will to God, I could only journey with them through prayer. May they see God’s 
hands in everything even in the smallest or ordinary thing happening in their lives. 

T h a n k sg iv in g  & Pr a y e r  R e q u e s t  

I thank God for your life and your continued partnership with me in the work. I am always amazed by His 
faithfulness in providing my needs. I pray that you would experience His abundance every day, especially 
in these trying times. The Lord’s favor be with you also! :-) 
 

Please continue to pray with me for the following: 

 Wisdom from God as we plan on what to do in the new normal state on the campus this school year.  

 There is a need of an overseer in the Visayas Navs and we agreed to have it as a team coming from 
each region (western, central, and eastern), so please pray with us to discern who God wants from our 
team in the western region.  

 Wisdom, guidance, strength, provisions, and most especially new or renewed vision from God for the 
Philippine Nav staff and leaders as they continue to do the Great Commission. 

 The empowerment of the Holy Spirit and its leading; perseverance and joy to the missionaries across 
the globe. 

 Pray for the two young ladies (Micah & Jufeel) that I encouraged to pray to God for guidance whether 
God wants them to join in the YDF program of the Navs or not. 

 Pray for the new graduates. Most of them are waiting for news on Engineering review and board exam 
updates while doing the self-review at home in the province. May they enjoy these times of waiting and 
use this fortunate time to minister to family members and neighbors. 

 As my older brother needs to seek medical attention on his depression and suicide case, please pray that 
God would provide my family funds for his treatment. On July 15th will be his first psychiatrist consul-
tation. Pray that God would give wisdom to the doctor and that my brother would be willing to cooper-
ate with the treatment sessions and much more pray that God would perform a miracle of healing to 
him.  

 I came back to Iloilo last June 16th,  and I did a Bible study about who Jesus Christ is to the three la-
dies (Jo-Ann, April & Kaye) in my boarding house last June 23rd. Pray that God would grow and mul-
tiply the seeds planted to their hearts. I always got time talking about God’s character of goodness, lov-
ing, faithfulness, and patience with Jo-Ann. Pray for my discipleship journey with her.  
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