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ABOUT OUR COVER: Corallus grenadensis
Corallus grenadensis, endemic to the 

Grenada Bank (Grenada + the Grenadine 
Islands), is one of two species of Corallus 
that occur in the West Indies (C. cookii on 
St. Vincent is the other). Although the im-
pact of humans on pre-Columbian envi-
ronments should not be underestimated, 
it was the arrival of European colonizers on 
Grenada that led to large-scale deforesta-
tion for sugarcane production in the 18th 
century. Except on the steepest portions of 
the island, virtually all original forest was 

cleared and this must have had a profound impact on the dis-
tribution and ecology of C. grenadensis. Today, Grenada is a mo-
saic of land cleared for agriculture, small towns and villages, and 
wooded areas; this patchwork landscape is obvious when flying 
over the island. Nevertheless, Corallus grenadensis is widespread 
on Grenada from sea level to about 530 m, and it occurs in a wide 
range of habitats, including xeric scrub, mangroves, orchard 
trees (e.g., mango, cacao, breadfruit), and lush forests. Finding 
C. grenadensis foraging in proximity to human activity (residen-
tial gardens, the grounds of upscale hotels) is not unusual, and 
it will enter homes and outbuildings and cross urban roads on 
power lines. In the Grenadines chain, it occurs on at least ten 
islands, ranging in area from 0.46 km2 (Petit St. Vincent) to 32 
km2 (Carriacou). These small islands have no original forests (all 
were cleared for sugarcane and cotton), yet C. grenadensis can be 
abundant in some areas. 

Like its close relative C. hortulanus on the South American 
mainland, C. grenadensis exhibits a spectacular variety of color 
patterns. In open, sun-drenched habitats, boas tend to have a 
yellowish ground color and often lack any discernible pattern. 
At sites above ~400 m, where temperatures are cooler and heavy 
cloud cover and rainfall are regular events, boas are very dark 
brown (verging on black) with a pattern of fine, white, lace-like 
markings. At moderate elevations, boa ground color may be any 
of many shades of yellow, orange, red, brown, or gray, with or 
without a conspicuous pattern.

The diet of C. grenadensis undergoes an ontogenetic shift 
in vertebrate prey from ectotherms to endotherms. Neonates 
(~300–380 mm SVL) to snakes of about 700–800 mm SVL are noc-
turnally active foragers that prey almost exclusively on sleeping 

or resting Anolis lizards. Boas in these age/size classes display 
amazing stealth when approaching a sleeping anole. In two feed-
ing episodes video-taped in the field, boas moved at the rates of 
0.8 cm/minute and 1.4 cm/minute, thereby requiring 24 and 14 
minutes, respectively, to cover the last 20 cm (Yorks et al. 2003. 
Studies on the Neotropical Fauna & Environment 38:167–172). 
Similar behavior has been observed in C. cookii and C. hortu-
lanus. Large (>1000 mm SVL) C. grenadensis become ambush 
foragers that prey primarily on nocturnally active rodents and, 
rarely, on birds or Mouse Opossums (Marmosa robinsoni).

Over the past 500+ years, Corallus grenadensis has had to 
adapt to new habitats (often dominated by introduced tree spe-
cies), new prey species (the introduced rodents Mus and Rattus), 
and introduced predators (mongooses, opossums). Avoiding a 
conspicuous human-presence on Grenada is virtually impos-
sible; that this species is as widespread and locally abundant as 
it is while in close proximity to human activity is testimony to its 
adaptability. 

The snake on the cover is an adult female C. grenadensis 
(1050 mm SVL) that was photographed at a site in central Gre-
nada. It has assumed a posture often seen in adult Corallus of 
several species (Henderson 2015. Natural History of Neotropical 
Treeboas [genus Corallus]. Chimaira). With head angled down-
ward and about 30 cm from the ground, boas wait for passing 
prey. On Grenada, that is usually Rattus rattus. The boa was pho-
tographed with a Canon Pow-
erShot SX500IS with 4.4–129 
zoom lens and built-in flash. 
The photographer is Robert W. 
Henderson, Curator of Herpe-
tology Emeritus at the Milwau-
kee Public Museum. Henderson 
has been working with West 
Indian Corallus for about 25 
years, with the primary focus 
on C. grenadensis. Additional 
Corallus-directed fieldwork has 
taken place on St. Vincent and 
on Trinidad (with C. ruschen-
bergerii). His fieldwork with 
Corallus is ongoing.
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2014 Annual Meeting, Chattanooga, Tennessee

The 57th Annual Meeting of SSAR took place from 30 July to 
3 August 2014 at the Chattanooga Convention Center in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee (Fig. 1). This was the first shortened (four-day) 
JMIH. Organizing societies this year were Society for the Study 
of Amphibians and Reptiles (in conjunction with the Interna-
tional Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology), 
American Elasmobranch Society (celebrating its 30th annual 
meeting), American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
(celebrating its 94th annual meeting), and The Herpetologists’ 
League (celebrating its 72nd annual meeting). The local hosts 
were Anna George (Chair), Josh Ennen, Bernie Kuhajda, and Da-
vid Neely (all from Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute), 
and Eric O’Neill (University of Tennessee at Chattanooga). They 
were assisted by the following volunteers: Sarah Hazzard, Kath-
lina Alford, Heather Boud, Louise McCallie, Lindsay White, and 
Shawna Mitchell. We thank them, and the KState folks, for all for 
their hard work and another enjoyable JMIH. Chattanooga was 
a great place for a meeting. The weather was great, the nearby 
hills and river were beautiful, the Convention Center was well-
laid out, and some of the local restaurants were worth revisiting 
2 or 3 times (who’d have though grits with goat cheese was so 
delicious?). 

Approximately 950 herpetologists and ichthyologists at-
tended the meeting. This number includes 459 students and 349 
members of SSAR. SSAR was pleased to sponsor the attendance 
of two pre-baccalaureate students (Alli Metler and John Erickson) 
and their chaperones. Alli and John participated in the SSAR Men-
tor Program (along with 15 graduate students and their mentors). 
Thanks to Kris Kaiser and Andrew Durso for doing the lion’s share 
of the work again to make this program possible. The meeting in-
cluded 69 oral sessions, 238 poster presentations, and three sym-
posia. SSAR sponsored a symposium entitled “Infrared Imaging: 
Cellular/Molecular Mechanisms, Behavioral Biology and Ecology 
of Pit Vipers, Pythons, and Boas.” Thanks to Michael Grace for or-
ganizing this afternoon symposium that included seven presen-
tations (Fig. 2). Symposia sponsored by ASIH and HL were “Bridg-
ing the Gaps: The Remarkable Career of Gordon M. Burghardt in 
the Study of Herpetofaunal Behavior” and “Reproductive Biology 
and Phylogeny of Lizard and Tuatara,” respectively.

Social and Professional Events

Following the usual pre-conference day of Board and Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings, the JMIH began officially with the 
Plenary Session on July 31st. Local Host Committee Chair, Anna 
George (Director and Chief Research Scientist, Tennessee Aquar-
ium) welcomed us to Chattanooga and oriented us to the lay-
out of the city. She mentioned some of the local attractions—the 
Creative Discovery Museum, an outdoor climbing gym near the 
Aquarium, the River Gorge Explorer along the Tennessee River, 
the Chattanooga Zoo, nearby whitewater rafting, Chicamauga 
National Park, and Ruby Falls (Fig. 3). Some of these are acces-
sible via a free downtown shuttle that many of us took advantage 
of during the week. 

SSAR BUSINESS

Fig. 1. View of the Chattanooga Convention Center.
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Fig. 2. Some of the participants in the SSAR sponsored Symposium 
“Infrared Imaging: Cellular/Molecular Mechanisms, Behavioral Biol-
ogy and Ecology of Pit Vipers, Pythons, and Boas.” L to R: Michael 
Grace, James VanDyke, Sherri Emer, Mari Myrback, William McLamb.
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Various awards were then presented. The ASIH Robert H. 
Gibbs Award was given to Naericio Menezes and the Robert K. 
Johnson Award for Excellence in Service to ASIH was presented 
to Larry Page. The Henry S. Fitch Award for Excellence in Her-
petology was presented in absentia to Marvalee Wake by Darrel 
Frost. Darrel nicely summarized Marvalee’s amazing career and 
particularly noted her “signature virtue” as a role model, espe-
cially to women, in a traditionally male-dominated field. He was 
quite correct to say that she has, and will continue to, inspire fe-
male herpetologists for decades.

Craig Guyer announced Alan Richmond (UMass, Amherst) 
as the winner of the 2014 SSAR/HL/ASIH Meritorious Teaching 
Award in Herpetology. Craig noted that Al has taught herpetol-
ogy for 20 years, bringing an enthusiasm to the classroom that 
is reflected in his infectious teaching style and his willingness 
to main diverse live animals to serve as teaching aids. What was 
particularly notable was the fact that he has shaped the careers 
of people well outside the bounds of academic herpetology.

The first Meritorious Teaching Award in Ichthyology was 
given to Gene Helfman who admitted that he would only use 
the award to buy more fish t-shirts and thus donated $500 to the 
ASIH Student Travel Fund. The Joseph Nelson Award for Lifetime 
Achievement in Ichthyology was presented to Bruce Collette.

Jeremy Monroe (Filmmaker, Aquatic Biologist, and Direc-
tor, Freshwaters Illustrated) was then introduced as the JMIH 
Plenary Keynote Speaker. What a treat! Jeremy admitted that he 

was an “obsessed fishing kid growing up” and read all the fishing 
magazines and watched the TV shows. However, towards the end 
of his time in graduate school, he started to question what the 
popular image of fishing was doing and how it has affected how 
we perceive freshwater biodiversity. He showed us some of the 
truly stunning short films he been involved with, particularly in 
the southeastern US. Jeremy said that the mission of Freshwaters 
Illustrated is to “educate diverse public audiences about the life, 
study, and conservation of freshwater ecosystems…and to pro-
vide illustrative resources…to scientists, educators, and media 
specialists.” 

After a break, ASIH Past President William Matthews gave a 
presentation on “Synthesizing your Career Data: A Challenge for 
Old Folks and Suggestions for Young Folks.” This was followed 
by a presentation by Chris Lowe, the AES plenary speaker (“Is 
‘The-Sky-is Falling’ Science Really the Only Solution for Elas-
mobranch Conservation”), who suggested that we need to start 
thinking differently in terms of how we “message” our science 
and warned that if we constantly cry wolf, eventually the public 
and media will stop listening.

The plenary session was wrapped up by J. Whitfield Gibbons 
(HL Distinguished Herpetologist). The title of Whit’s talk (al-
though not one he made up) was “What We Didn’t Know in 1964: 
Fifty Years of Herpetology.” Whit’s first piece of advice was to “re-
lax before a talk—no matter how many you give, one will be your 
best and one will be your worst!” He also said “if you’re going to 
he a herpetologist, enjoy what you’re doing. If it’s not fun, you 
shouldn’t be doing it!” More seriously, he noted that the world’s 
herpetofauna is “under siege” and that people must know what 
they have, to know that they could lose it. He spoke about the role 
of public education and the realization of its importance in con-
servation efforts. For part of his talk, Whit focused on the work 
he and his many colleagues carried out at Ellenton Bay at SREL 
(Savannah River Ecology Lab in Georgia) and the differences in 
productivity between seasonal and permanent wetlands. He also 
spoke about research on cottonmouth behavior that questioned 
the stereotype of these snakes as aggressive.

Fig. 3. Ruby Falls.
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Fig. 4. David Blackburn, President’s Travelogue speaker, in front of 
the poster advertising his talk.
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Following the Plenary Session, we gathered in the main cor-
ridor of the Convention Center for the group photo.

David Blackburn (California Academy of Sciences) gave the 
2014 SSAR President’s Travelogue (“Adventures with African Am-
phibians”) on the evening of July 30th (Fig. 4). David described 
himself as an “unlikely” herpetologist and spoke of the many 
projects he has been involved with over the past 12 years, most 
of them in Africa, particularly Cameroon (but also Angola, Bu-
rundi, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, Egypt, Libya, Nigeria, etc.). 
He said that this is the time to go to Africa and get involved with 
biodiversity and conservation studies. Although getting places is 
not always easy, you are rewarded with amazing biodiversity. Da-
vid spoke about phenotypic diversity and incredible variation in 
color patterns in frogs, and even variation in the way they smell. 
He noted the decline in frog abundance in some areas and the 
recent appearance of chytrid. He finished by describing some of 
the efforts of the African Amphibian Working Group in training 
local herpetologists, including students, in tissue collection.

Over 100 students and 30 professionals attended the SSAR/
HL Student Reception held in a rotunda in the Convention Cen-
ter in the late afternoon on July 31st. SSAR and HL thank the do-
nors of door prizes. The Student Reception was followed by the 
JMIH Opening Reception at the Tennessee Aquarium. The food 
was great (many of us ate outside overlooking the Tennessee 
River) and the exhibits, split between two large buildings, were 
spectacular. It’s not surprising that the aquarium has been rated 
“Best Aquarium in America” for three consecutive years!

The SSAR/HL live auction was held on August 3rd. We raised 
just over $6800. After all bills are paid, proceeds will be split 50-
50 with HL. Auctioneers Sean Graham, Travis Hagey, and Sara 
Ruane were assisted by Krista Mougey, Elyse Freitas, Catriona 
Hendry, Rachel Skinner, and Arianna Kuhn; Figs. 5, 6, and 7). 
Ann Paterson, Kirsten Nicholson, Meredith Mahoney, Greg Wat-
kins-Colwell, and Samantha Kahl ably handled the logistics and 
financial side of the evening. Several one-of-a-kind items went 
up for auction, including several t-shirts made just for the event. 
These included herp-humor, sometimes directed at specific re-
searchers or projects, but also focusing on interesting anatomi-
cal features of some of our favorite species. A t-shirt featuring 
illustrations of a variety of snake hemipenes sold for several hun-
dred dollars.
 Mike Jorgensen (co-Chair Student Travel Awards Committee) 
conducted the random draw of names for this year’s winners 
of travel awards. Vinny Farallo (co-Chair Student Travel Awards 
Committee) attended the 2014 JMIH and was able to oversee 
to silent auction. The auction items were set up in the lobby of 
the conference center. Once again, the ten recipients of the $400 
SSAR Student Travel Awards took turns to work the silent auction 
table for 2–3 h throughout the course of the meetings. The Silent 
Auction raised just under $600.

Board and Business Meeting Summaries

SSAR Board Meeting
Society President Bob Aldridge called the Board Meeting to 

order at 0758 h on 30 July 2014 in the Chattanooga Convention 
Center, Chattanooga, Tennessee. In attendance were the follow-
ing members of the Board of Directors, Editors, and Committee 
Chairs: Bob Aldridge (President), Paul Bartelt (co-Editor JHerp.), 
Aaron Bauer (President-Elect; Editor, Facsimile Reprints in Her-
petology), Rafe Brown (Chair, Seibert Award Committee; Chair, 

Fig. 6. Greg Watkins-Colwell (L) and Darrel Frost (R) at the SSAR/HL 
Live Auction.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
M

. P
RE

ES
T

Fig. 7. Ross Maynard, Mo Donnelly, and Emily Taylor at the SSAR/
HL Live Auction celebrating the announcement that evening of Mo’s 
election as President of ASIH. Congratulations Mo!
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Fig. 5. Chris Schalk, attendee at the SSAR/HL Live Auction and proud 
new owner of alligator salt and pepper shakers. Flanked by Dan 
Saenz on his right and Laine Giovanetto on his left.
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Local Meeting Committee, 2015), Alison Cree (Board Member, 
non-US 2016), Brian Crother (Chair, Standard English and Sci-
entific Names Committee), Tiffany Doan (Board Member, Reg. 
2014; co-Editor JHerp.), Richard Durtsche (Coordinator, Sym-
posium Committee), Vincent Farallo (co-chair, Student Travel 
Award Committee), Marina Gerson (co-Chair Membership 
Committee), Ann Paterson (Treasurer; co-Chair, Membership 
Committee), Marion Preest (Secretary), Al Savitzky (SSAR Rep-
resentative to AIBS and BioOne), Greg Watkins-Colwell (Board 
Member, Reg, 2016; Organizer, SSAR/HL Live Auction), and 
Dawn Wilson (Chair, Student Participation Committee). Addi-
tional society members present included Robin Andrews, David 
Auth, Jim Christensen, Darrel Frost, Rich Glor, Roy McDiarmid, 
Henry Mushinsky, Erin Muths, Kirsten Nicholson, Todd Pierson, 
and Robert Powell. 

Introductions were made and minutes of the 2013 Board of 
Directors Meeting (Albuquerque, New Mexico) were approved.

Officers’ Reports
President Bob Aldridge reported that he appointed Craig 

Guyer, Auburn University, as Chair of the Herpetological Edu-
cation Committee and appointed Tiffany Doan and Paul Bartelt 
as Co-Editors of JHerp. He sent thank you letters to 29 associate 
editors of JHerp., and signed a letter that the SSAR Conserva-
tion Committee wrote to Andy Gluesenkamp, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department, encouraging them to adopt amendment 
§65.328, banning the use of noxious and toxic substances to 
collect nongame wildlife (e.g., rattlesnakes). Additionally, he 
wrote a letter to over 700 members of SSAR who did not re-
new their membership in 2014. At the request of Dr. Hidetoshi 
Ota, managing editor of Current Herpetology, he wrote a letter 
to Thomson-Reuters recommending that Current Herpetology 
be included in the index of Thomson-Reuters database. The 
President signed congratulatory letters to: David Friend, Chair, 
California Turtle and Tortoise Club on the occasion of its 50th 
Anniversary; East Texas Herpetological Society on the occa-
sion of its 25th Anniversary; Scott Keogh, Australian Society of 
Herpetologists on the occasion of its 50th Anniversary; Öster-
reichische Gesellschaft für Herpetologie meiner Gesellschaft 
on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary; and Deutsche Gesell-
schaft für Herpetologie und Terrarienkunde Gesellschaft on the 
occasion of its 50th Anniversary.

President Aldridge met with the JMIH Meeting Management 
and Planning Committee in Chattanooga, TN, in April 2014. 
Times and places for the business meetings, sessions, etc., were 
arranged. All of the rooms at the Chattanooga Convention Cen-
ter and various hotels were visited.

President Aldridge invited David C. Blackburn, Assistant Cu-
rator of Herpetology, California Academy of Sciences, to give the 
2014 SSAR President’s Travelogue at the JMIH meeting in Chat-
tanooga, TN. 

Treasurer Ann Paterson reported that SSAR had a mixed fi-
nancial year during 2013. Most expenses were close to predic-
tions and our investments did well. However, membership and 
publications income is down substantially. In part, this reflects 
lower membership numbers and reduced sales. However, it may 
also reflect timing of membership deposits to some extent. We 
overspent our budget this year by $38,092. This closely match-
es the amount by which we underspent our budget last year 
($42,516).

After a year as treasurer, Ann has developed some proposals 
for things that she thinks will help SSAR manage its finances.

1. We have adopted a new credit card system through Bank 
of America to increase security of credit card processing and to 
increase our protection from liability. 

2. Ann has developed (based on templates through our PCI 
compliance provider, Trustwave) a security policy for SSAR. This 
policy is on file with the secretary. In addition to the general se-
curity policy, Ann has arranged with Bob Aldridge to provide him 
with an updated MDISC of our financial records each year so 
that more than one person has these records. The records will 
include financial correspondence, bank statements, invoices, 
and QuickBookPro files. By having these records on file with the 
president, rather than just with the treasurer, we will facilitate 
future transitions between treasurers and ensure that someone 
can rapidly access important information even if the treasurer is 
not available for some reason. Additionally, this provides more 
oversight and transparency for the treasurer position

3. Ann has consulted with our accountant to obtain recom-
mendations for how we can complete our taxes earlier in the 
year. Having our accountant review our books and complete our 
taxes is extremely helpful in presenting accurate, up-to-date in-
formation at the board meeting.

4. Ann has consulted with our Fidelity advisor twice over the 
past year about our investments. SSAR now has a substantial 
investment portfolio that needs to be managed carefully. Either 
the treasurer or some group of individuals needs to develop an 
investment strategy to present to the board so that we can decide 
on an appropriate investment approach, without excessive risk 
or lack of growth. Treasurer Paterson has obtained information 
and quotes from several investment managers and thinks that 
we should consider having an investment manager handle our 
investments. This would provide transparency and consistency 
in our investment strategy, even when treasurers are replaced. 

The approved 2013 budget was balanced and despite some 
expenses going over budget, most of our expenses were under 
budget. We received a profit rather than a loss on the 2013 JMIH 
meeting, which is a positive development. 

Overall, expenses and income were relatively close to expec-
tations except for the substantial drop in membership dues this 
year. In 2012, total membership dues were $206,532. The board 
approved an estimate of $200,000 for the 2013 membership 
dues. While we do not yet have a definite final amount for the 
2013 membership dues as Breck Bartholomew and John Psaltos 
work to determine the cause of some discrepancies in the calcu-
lations, the total will be close to $100,000. Although this may be 
partially explained by timing, it is still a concern and has caused 
us to run over budget in 2013.

The Society’s investments continued to increase during 2013, 
in keeping with the trends in the global market. The total mar-
ket value as of 31 December 2013 was $718,539. As of June 2014, 
we had increased further to $749,585.73. This is an increase of 
$83,563.73 in one year. Examination of the performance of our 
funds shows that their percent yields have increased over 2013, 
and have been increasing over the course of 2014. 

Secretary Marion Preest provided Officers, Editors, and Com-
mittee Chairs with minutes of the 2013 Board Meeting, summa-
rized the 2013 Annual Meeting for publication in Herp. Review, 
and regularly updated the SSAR letterhead to reflect changes in 
personnel. She informed the Editors of Journal of Herpetology 
and Herp. Review of these changes and provided various updates 
for Raul Diaz (webmaster). Marion also wrote letters to stu-
dent winners of various awards and prepared announcements 
for publication in Herp. Review. She compiled the 2014 Annual 
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Report, prepared agendas for the Board and Business Meetings 
for the 2014 JMIH, and was again involved in organizing a re-
ception for student members of SSAR and HL to be held at the 
Annual Meeting. Marion called for votes from the Board on vari-
ous issues (e.g., proposals regarding use of funds for the Roger 
Conant GIH Awards and the Student Travel Awards, symposium 
proposals, etc.), circulated documents that needed to be signed 
by members of the Board (e.g., Conflict of Interest), confirmed 
eligibility for participation in various student activities, and dealt 
with many emails and phone calls from SSAR members and the 
general public.

Breck Barthlomew (Publications Secretary) reported that 
sales for the first five months of 2014 have been lower than dur-
ing any other period since late 2001. He has noticed a similar 
trend with his bookstore, so doesn’t think this is unique to SSAR. 
Sales during 2013 look quite robust, but these are due primar-
ily to two factors: 1) Sales of Erpétologie Générale (which have 
now dropped off significantly). 2) A clearance sale on many older 
books, most of which were then remaindered in 2013. During 
2014, Breck intends to have another clearance sale and offer 
some more titles to remainder dealers. 

Breck does not think that book sales will ever pick up to 
where they were historically. Times have changed and few peo-
ple maintain personal libraries any longer. As an example, the 
forthcoming Contributions to the History of Herpetology Volume 
1, Revised has been advertised in an e-mail list, on Facebook, and 
in Herpetological Review. As of 27 June 2014, Breck has received 
orders for 13 copies.

What does this mean for SSAR? In Breck’s opinion, we need to 
completely rethink our publications series and approach. Breck 
acknowledges that the publications series have always had room 
to publish books that were unlikely to make the society money 
simply because there was a need for the information to become 
readily available. Without being able to sell an adequate number 
of copies, the society needs to either move to a very small print 
run for most titles with the option of printing more as needed—
this has been done with some circulars—or perhaps we need 
to move to an eBook model, or even publish books online in an 
open access model. 

In recent years, SSAR has also received several donations of 
libraries. In the past these have made a considerable amount of 
money. However, like our publication sales, it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult to liquidate these libraries—particularly the 
journals and separates in these collections. Breck is stepping 
up an effort to get these collections listed and put on the SSAR-
books.com website. He will attempt to sell the items through 
other avenues as well, but some that he thought might be viable 
have been too risky to try—auction houses tend to expect books 
to sell at a fraction of their retail value. 

Breck’s goals for the remainder of 2014 and 2015 are to con-
tinue to reduce the overall SSAR inventory of books through 
sales and remaindering older titles. He intends to list many of 
the donated books, reprints, and other items on the SSARbooks.
com website, and to consolidate the overall SSAR inventory to 
reduce storage costs.

George Pisani reported that he again filed SSAR’s annual cor-
porate report with the Office of the Kansas Secretary of State.

Editors’ Reports
Co-Editors of Catalogue of American Amphibians and Rep-

tiles, Chris Bell and Travis LaDuc report that the first three 
new CAAR accounts under their watch as co-editors have been 

published and are available via open access at www.SSARCAAR.
com. These accounts are Graptemys gibbonsi (#901, Lovich and 
Ennen), Anolis smaragdinus (#902, Les and Powell), and Cubo-
phis vudii (#903, Powell). The on-line, PDF format has eased pre-
vious concerns on manuscript length and allows the potential 
for numerous photos. Six additional accounts are currently in 
various stages of review. Chris and Travis continue to field inqui-
ries for new accounts. They encourage potential authors to not 
only look at those species for which no accounts exist, but also 
at many of the published accounts; over half of all existing ac-
counts are 25+ years old and an amazing amount of literature 
has been published over that same time period.

Chris and Travis assumed all of the editorial responsibilities 
in an effort to maintain the high standards of the series, particu-
larly in the formatting and completeness of the literature cita-
tions, personally vetting every citation just like Andy Price and 
Bob Powell did before them. In order to streamline this vetting 
process, they have invested a tremendous amount of time over 
this past year into collecting, organizing, and indexing large 
amounts of published, but not-yet-indexed herpetological ma-
terial. As a result, they have been able to add dozens of citations 
to accounts under review, further solidifying the relevance of 
these accounts as the authoritative reference for a given taxon. 
Bob Powell vouched for the fact that Travis and Chris have been 
very thorough and have both invested a huge amount of time in 
this series.

Chris and Travis thank the authors of the first three accounts 
for their patience as they learned the ropes of desktop publish-
ing. They especially thank Bob Powell, Breck Bartholomew, and 
Ruthe Smith for their help in navigating through the logistics of 
editing this series. 

Kraig Adler, Editor of Contributions to the History of Herpetol-
ogy, reported that volme 1 (revised and expanded) was distribut-
ed to delegates at the first WCH in Canterbury, September 1989, 
but has been out of print since 2000. With volumes 2 and 3 now 
available, a reprint will allow purchasers to have a complete set. 
The reprint, however, will be heavily annotated and also include 
six portraits missing in volumes 1–3 and corrections to all three 
volumes. There are also 96 plates (mostly in color) added, with 
substantial captions. This book is scheduled for publication in 
August 2014.

Projects beyond 2014 include “Herpetology at the University 
of Kansas,” by William E. Duellman, which will be a detailed his-
tory of one of the most distinguished herpetological research 
and graduate education programs. It includes Henry Fitch’s long-
term program at the Natural History Reservation, biographies of 
all herpetological graduates of the KU program, and summaries 
of major expeditions, meetings, and other activities. This book 
will be issued in 2015 in the run-up to SSAR’s meeting at KU 
later that year. Also in the pipeline are A Guide to the Snakes of 
the Philippines by Rafe Brown, Alan Leviton, Maren Gaulke, and 
Arvin Diesmos (to be issued 2016), Salamanders of Japan by Ikio 
Sato (for which a grant for $55,000 was obtained from the Seidell 
Program at Smithsonian to cover the translation by Richard Go-
ris), Field Guide to Amphibians and Reptiles of the West Indies by 
S. Blair Hedges, and Lizards of Southern Africa edited by William 
R. Branch and Aaron Bauer.

Aaron Bauer (Editor, Facsimile Reprints in Herpetology) notes 
that activity this year has been associated with progress on the 
production of The Collected Herpetological Works of Giorgio Jan 
with an introduction, annotated bibliography, and extensive 
systematic comments by Roy McDiarmid and Jay Savage. The 
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work includes a reprint of a near full-sized facsimile of the Ico-
nographie Generale des Ophidiens and Jan’s other herpetological 
500+ manuscript pages of new material by McDiarmid and Sav-
age. Scanning of the original works of Jan is underway and the 
major task of scanning the Iconographie will be undertaken by 
a commercial firm in San Francisco identified by the California 
Academy of Sciences, which has kindly provided their immacu-
late copy for reproduction and has committed to partially fund-
ing the scanning costs. In addition, remaining costs of scanning 
have been provided by Ronald Javitch and Jay Savage. Re-esti-
mation of costs for production of this volume have increased by 
several thousand dollars as the Academy’s original offer to cover 
these costs had to be revised. On the other hand, changes in 
layout and the removal of nearly entirely redundant Jan papers 
(differing only in pagination) have reduced printing estimates to 
approximately $18,000 (from an original $30,000) as the entire 
work can be produced in a single volume of slightly more than 
1000 pages at a trim size of 9 x 12 inches. It is still anticipated 
that this work will appear in 2014, although probably in late Fall. 

In 2015, Aaron anticipates the publication of The Collected 
Herpetological Works of J. V. Barboza du Bocage (1823–1907) with 
an introduction, annotated bibliography, and data on types 
by Luis Ceríaco. The facsimile will include approximately 150 
manuscript pages of new material dealing with Bocage’s life and 
works, his complete bibliography, and short accounts for each of 
the 104 species of amphibians and reptiles he described. Ceríaco 
anticipates an interest by the Portuguese Academy of Sciences 
in supporting the work through co-publishing, which may cover 
approximately $6,000 of the production costs. 

Cantor’s Zoology of Chusan (1842) and his General Features of 
Chusan (1842) together comprising 70 text pages and 11 leaves of 
plates, an early treatment of the herpetofauna and other natural 
history of Zhoushan, Zeijiang Province, China will be prepared 
as a facsimile give-away for the next World Congress of Herpetol-
ogy, to be held in nearby Hangzhou, China in 2016.

John Moriarty (Editor, Herpetological Circulars) reported that 
Herpetological Circulars 41 (A Guide to Tissue Collection, Preser-
vation, and Management for Reptiles and Amphibians) was pub-
lished Spring, 2014. John is working on revising HC 42 – Herpeto-
logical Collecting and Collections Management.

Editor of Herpetological Conservation, Joe Mitchell, reported 
that he still has not received inquiries for a new publication in 
this series despite an advertisement in Herp. Review 45. Joe pro-
poses placing an advertisement in Herp. Review again. If there 
are still no responses he suggests conducting a review of herp-
related conservation publications to see if the book series fills 
a valuable niche. If it does not, then Joe suggests that we cease 
publication of the series. If it does, then consider another Herp 
Conservation book with Joe perhaps as a co-editor that would 
generate enough sales to be profitable to SSAR, e.g., a book fo-
cusing on successes and failures in herp conservation that in-
cludes critical evaluations of examples in several countries with 
the explicit goal of elucidating what works or not and why or why 
not, includes a review of e.g., selected Endangered Species Act 
(US) and PARC projects, has a clear standard to measure success, 
and has co-editor(s) and authors who are not afraid of pointing 
fingers. The Board discussed Joe’s proposals. Bob Powell noted 
that it sent a poor message from SSAR if this book series was 
discontinued. There was discussion of soliciting new ideas for 
Herp Conservation on the new SSAR website, of compiling inde-
pendent conservation-related manuscripts sent to JHerp into a 
new volume of Herp. Conservation (but, would there be interest, 

would people be willing to pay for this, and how does the impact 
factor of Herp. Conservation compare with that of JHerp?), and 
of publishing SSAR sponsored, conservation-related symposia.

Robert Hansen, Editor of Herpetological Review, reported 
that Volume 44 consisted of 712 pages (a nearly 44% increase 
since 2009) and Volume 45 is projected to be even larger. Per-
sonnel changes include the resignations of Jodi Rowley, Charles 
Painter, and Beck Werhle. Personnel added, or those shifting 
to new roles, include Raul Diaz, Jackson Shedd, Jesse Grismer, 
Ruthe Smith, Drew Davis, Sean Graham, Crystal Kelehear Gra-
ham, and Charles Linkem. Bob wished to particularly acknowl-
edge Charles Painter who has been involved with Herp. Review 
since 1995.

Tiffany Doan and Paul Bartelt became Co-Editors of Journal 
of Herpetology at the beginning of 2014. Outgoing co-editors, 
Erin Muths and Gad Perry, continue to handle papers submitted 
during 2013 and before, and Erin Muths will remain an associ-
ate editor for special invited perspective papers. The editorial 
office has moved from Texas Tech University to Waldorf College. 
Former Editor Geoff Smith remains an Associate Editor (AE) for 
special projects and Paul Andreadis remains the Index Editor. 

The AE roster at the end of 2013 contained 24 continuing 
AEs: Phil Bishop, Xavier Bonnet, Rafe Brown, Tracey Brown, Russ 
Burke, Steve Corn, Jennifer Gillette, Evan Grant, Brian Greene, 
James Harris, Tibor Hartel, Toby Hibbitts, Hinrich Kaiser, Nan-
cy Karraker, Edgar Lehr, Marc Mazerolle, Frank Mazzotti, John 
Rowe, Christopher Salice, Glenn Shea, Stephen Tilley, Tony Tuck-
er, James Watling, and Eric Wild; all four Editors also function as 
AEs. David Chapple came on as a new AE during 2013. During 
2013 and the first half of 2014 the following AEs resigned: Xime-
na Bernal, Tracey Brown, Tibor Hartel, Toby Hibbitts, Don Miles, 
Glenn Shea, and Tony Tucker. Two new AEs will be joining JHerp. 
in the second half of 2014: Rocky Parker and Neil Bernstein. Paul 
Andreadis remains the Index Editor for the Journal. In addi-
tion, the Editorial Board has shrunk, to better represent actual 
involvement; Dirk Bauwens, David Chiszar, Ellen Dawley, James 
Plaz, Douglas Rossman, Paul Verrell, and Howard Whiteman left 
the board and David Cundall, David Green, Joe Mendelson, and 
Gregory Watkins-Colwell joined in 2013, with Brian Crother, Wil-
liam Dunson, Diana Hews, James Petranka, Rick Shine, John 
Wiens, and Dawn Wilson remaining from the past Board.

The loss of a large number of AEs is a problem that does not 
have a simple solution. Some of the resignations had to do with 
expanding duties that did not allow them time to continue “less 
important” activities such as being an associate editor. Other 
resignations were due to lack of interest in papers that they were 
being assigned. Adding new AEs is critical to the functioning of 
the Journal. The editors are especially interested in expanding 
representation from Brazil, a country from which they receive 
many manuscripts each year, and from Asia, which is not rep-
resented.

Overall submissions to JHerp. declined again in 2013. Sub-
missions for 2014 (108 as of the end of June) are about the same 
as the number submitted during the same period in 2013. The 
overall reduction in submissions is a source of concern. Rejec-
tion rates have also remained similar to those in recent years 
(~ 60%). Although the amount of time needed to reach initial 
decisions increased in 2013, reflecting the ongoing challenge 
to obtain timely reviews, the editors have been able to reduce 
the amount of time required to reach a final decision. The wait 
between acceptance of a paper and publication is down to ap-
proximately 9 months. In addition, the establishment of “Online 
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First” appearance during 2013 means that readers have access to 
a near-final version almost as soon as a paper as accepted. 

During 2013, JHerp. received submissions from 33 countries, 
compared to 37 in 2012, 48 in 2011, 43 in 2010, and 34 in 2009. 
The leading countries from which manuscripts originate remain 
the US and Brazil, ranks both countries have held since data be-
came available in 2006. According to the AP “Member Submis-
sions” report, 35% of all submissions in 2013 had one or more 
authors who are SSAR members, with 65% having none. This 
remains virtually unchanged since 2010, despite the 2013 deci-
sion that members do not need to pay page charges. The editors 
acknowledge that they may need to better advertise this policy 
change.

 The quality of JHerp., as reflected by the ISI Impact Factor 
and total citations reported, cannot be measured as the 2013 
data were not available as of the writing of the report. As of 2012, 
JHerp. was ranked 87th in the Zoology category, with a 5-year 
impact factor of 1.2, ahead of Copeia, Amphibia-Reptilia, and 
Herpetological Conservation Biology, but behind Herpetological 
Monographs and Herpetologica. 

Over the past few years the editors have implemented a num-
ber of new features:

•   Optional second-language abstracts Invited long-term per-
spective 

•  Inclusion on the back cover of each issue of a world map indi-
cating countries from which published papers are included. 

• Full-color, no-cost for graphics 
• No page charges for SSAR members 
• Online-early appearance of accepted articles 
• New Instructions to Authors. 
• Associate Editor Lunch

The editors requested input from the Board on the following 
issues:

• Publicizing Unique Journal of Herpetology Features.—Both 
free color (which is unique among the major U.S.-based her-
petological journals) and “Online First” (which is not available 
from Copeia) are two highly desirable features of which many 
potential authors are not aware. Publicizing these features may 
lead to more and higher quality submissions to our Journal.

• Reward for AE service.—With the loss of five AEs during the 
first half of 2014, it is apparent that AEs either do not feel that 
service as AEs is an important usage of their time, or that they 
do not feel that they are valued by the Society. In addition to the 
loss of AEs the editors have found widely varying quality among 
our AEs. The editors would appreciate the Board reconsidering 
membership or other suitable reward as token recognition to be 
granted only to those AEs who have served for over a year and 
completed their reviews in a timely manner. 

• Difficulties in obtaining qualified and timely reviewers.—
This is a huge challenge to the Journal. In addition to finding 
willing reviewers, the reviewers that do accept almost always 
take longer than the allotted 30 days. 

Standing Committee Chair Reports
The following SSAR members continued their service on the 

Conservation Committee in 2013–14: Ross Alford, Nicole Angeli, 
April Barreca, John Jensen, Nancy Karraker, Cecilia Langhorne, 
Karen Lips, Joe Mendelson, Gad Perry, and Stephen Richter. 
Susan Walls joined the committee in 2014 and Betsie Rother-
mel continued to serve as committee chair. In January 2014, the 
Conservation Committee helped SSAR President Bob Aldridge 

draft and submit a letter to Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
encouraging them to adopt an amendment that would ban the 
use of noxious and toxic substances to collect nongame wildlife. 
The proposal would have prohibited the practice of gassing bur-
rows, a frequently used method to collect rattlesnakes. Facing 
stiff opposition from organizers and supporters of the annual 
rattlesnake roundup in Sweetwater, the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Commission did not take any action following the initial public 
hearings. The Conservation Committee is exploring ways to use 
social media to better engage SSAR members to respond to these 
kinds of issues. Anyone with expertise in this area and an interest 
in helping with conservation outreach is encouraged to contact 
a member of the Conservation Committee.

Chair of the Dean Metter Award Committee, Joe Beatty, re-
ceived seven proposals this year and Breanna Forester, a Ph.D. 
student at Duke University, was selected as the winner. Brean-
na’s proposal was titled “Evaluating the Implications of Local 
Adaptation, Habitat Connectivity, and Gene Flow for Terrestrial 
Salamanders under Global Change.” Forester will use molecular 
techniques to detect adaptation, habitat connectivity, and levels 
of gene flow in natural populations of two species of plethodon-
tid salamanders that inhabit fragmented and warming habitats. 
One important goal of the study is to determine actions that will 
be effective in conserving salamander biodiversity under a glob-
al climate change regime

The 22nd annual Seibert Awards Competition (Rafe Brown, 
Chair) was run at the 56th Annual Meeting of SSAR in Albuquer-
que. There were 55 eligible presentations. The Seibert Award 
winners for 2013 were: Systematics/Evolution: Phillip Skipwith 
(University of California), coauthors Aaron Bauer, Todd Jack-
man, “Diversification Rates of New Caledonian Diplodactylid 
Geckos Inferred From Concatenated and Coalescent Divergence 
Time Estimates.” Ecology: Julia Riley (Laurentian University), 
coauthors Steve Freedberg, Jacqueline Litzgus “Natural Varia-
tion in Incubation Temperatures Influence Locomotor Perfor-
mance of Snapping Turtle (Chelydra serpentina) and Painted 
Turtle (Chrysemys picta marginata) Hatchlings.” Conservation: 
James Baxter-Gilbert (Laurentian University), coauthors David 
Lesbarrères, Jacqueline Litzgus, “On The Road Again: The Ef-
fectiveness of Mitigation Structures for Reducing Reptile Road 
Mortality and Maintaining Habitat Continuity.” Physiology/
Morphology: Christopher Peterson (University of Arkansas), 
coauthors Jason Ortega, Si Hong Park, Irene Hanning, Jacques 
Hill, Steven Beaupre, “Gastrointestinal Microbes Do Not Influ-
ence Digestive Efficiency in African House Snakes (Boaedon fu-
liginosus).” All winners received a check for US $200 and a book 
from University of California Press. Honorable mentions were: 
Systematics/Evolution: Benjamin Lowe (University of Minneso-
ta), coauthor Kenneth Kozak “Assortative Mating in Hybridizing 
Southern Appalachian Plethodon and Implications for Hybrid 
Zone Dynamics.” Ecology: James Nifong (University of Florida), 
coauthor Brian Silliman, “Impacts of a Large-bodied, Apex Pred-
ator (Alligator mississippiensis Daudin 1801) on Salt Marsh Food 
Webs.” Conservation: Rochelle Stiles (Indiana State University), 
co-authors Chris La Rue, Michael Hawkins, Michael Lannoo, 
“Amphibian Response to Restored Prairie Potholes.” Physiology/
Morphology: Shelly C. McCain (Sam Houston State University), 
coauthors William Lutterschmidt, Clifford Fontenot, Jr., “Behav-
ioral Sensitivity to Salinity and Osmoregulatory Capacity of the 
Fully Aquatic Salamander, Amphiuma tridactylum.”

Craig Guyer, newly-appointed Chair of the Herpetology 
Education Committee, reported that the biggest HEC project 
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continued to be the Meritorious Teaching Award in Herpetology 
(MTAH), sponsored by SSAR, HL, and ASIH. Unfortunately, the 
transition of leadership from last year to this year was slow and 
suffered from a lack of a document identifying duties and due 
dates for the HEC chair and HEC members. For that reason, the 
announcement for MTAH applicants did not appear in the jour-
nals and no new applications appeared. However, the applicant 
pool from the previous year was large and the chair evaluated 
MTAH candidates remaining in the applicant pool rather than 
skipping the award for a year. 

The HEC approved two applicants for pre-baccalaureate 
awards: Alli Metler from Bartlett, TN (a 5th grader) and John Mat-
thew Erickson from Memphis, TN (a 9th grader). The awards pro-
vided $390 to cover meeting materials, refreshments, and open-
ing reception tickets for the student and a parent chaperone. 
President Aldridge requested that the HEC develop guidelines 
for how these applications will be evaluated, how many awards 
can reasonably be supported, and whether the awards should 
include support for the chaperone. The HEC recommends that a 
maximum of three awards be given, that the awards be restricted 
to those in 7th through 12th grade, and that it include support for 
one individual to serve as chaperone. This is contingent upon 
agreement by the sponsoring societies to support a maximum of 
ca. $400 per meeting for pre-baccalaureate awardees. 

Craig has agreed to chair the committee for a second year to 
get it back on track. With much help from Cathy Bevier and Greg 
Watkins-Colwell, a draft document describing the procedures 
for the chair and committee members has been produced. A 
mechanism to establish term limits on the committee and to es-
tablish an eventual transition of each committee member to the 
chair position is being created. Cathy Bevier and Greg Watkins-
Colwell have earned transition off of the committee and will do 
so this year. Craig has solicited potential replacements. 

The winning paper for the 2013 Kennedy Award (Lynnette 
Sievert, Committee Chair) is “Joint Space Use in a Parthenoge-
netic Armenian Rock Lizard (Darevskia armeniaca) Suggests 
Weak Competition among Monoclonal Females” by Eduard Ga-
loyanin (JHerp. Vol. 47:97–104). Eduard will receive a check for 
$200 or $400 in SSAR publications.

Kraig Adler, Chair of the Long Range Planning Committee 
(LRPC), reported that the committee had a rather quiet year dur-
ing 2012–2013. There was a formal committee meeting, open to 
the SSAR membership at the JMIH in Albuquerque on July 13th. 
The major points and decisions were as follows (developments 
subsequent to the committee meeting are inserted in brackets):

1. SSAR Website.—Joe Mendelson and Raul Diaz reviewed the 
status of the website and indicated the key point: it must be eas-
ily “updatable” so that officers and editors can keep their respec-
tive sections current. Various suggestions were made concerning 
new departments that could be added to our website. We need 
to avoid redundancy with the ZenScientist site. The SSAR budget 
and IRS tax forms should be posted in the interests of transpar-
ency. It was suggested that some parts of the website should be 
made available in other languages

2. SSAR Publications Office.—LRPC reviewed the status of 
our Publications Office in view of the termination of Biblioma-
nia! Breck Bartholomew offered to step down and another book 
dealer offered to take over, but on careful comparison of all as-
pects of the two, the committee unanimously recommended to 
continue its relationship with Breck with thanks for his excellent 
and loyal service since 2002. Unfortunately, Breck could not at-
tend and thus did not hear all the accolades. Several other factors 

were discussed: to reduce the size of our stock of publications 
and to reduce the size of print runs. 

3. Mechanisms for Increasing Membership and SSAR’s Visibil-
ity.—Many ideas were discussed and debated. A major consid-
eration was getting Herp Review picked up by BioOne or JSTOR. 
[Ann Paterson, Bob Hansen, and Kraig Adler have been dealing 
with these possibilities since the meeting] It was suggested that 
we target the large herp expos in Anaheim, Chicago, and Arling-
ton. [Bob Hansen and Kraig have discussed this with Bob Ashley 
and he agrees to run our full-page, color ad in his program at 
all meetings at no cost during the 2014–2015 year, by which we 
could reach more than 10,000 herpers.]

4. Increasing SSAR’s Reach Overseas.—Many suggestions were 
discussed to promote SSAR overseas and to increase our non-
USA membership. A special effort should be made to reach stu-
dents. [Copies of special SSAR membership ads were sent to sev-
eral overseas meetings.] We could use additional funds to target 
overseas members. [See “President Aldridge’s Referral,” below.] 
Several members now pay the dues for overseas members, usu-
ally research colleagues. Ann Paterson is following up on this and 
hopes to expand this program.

President Aldridge referred the following question to the 
LRPC in 2013: “I would like the LRPC to consider the merits of 
setting up a fund in the SSAR budget for subsidizing the dues 
for (a limited) number of third world members. This fund would 
be used to subsidize the on-line membership dues. There are a 
number of options we could use to ensure equal access to poten-
tial members from different parts of the world and how to apply 
for the subsidy. With the on-line option, all the SSAR funds would 
go back into the budget. This also solves the problem of having 
different rates for membership based on income. The wording 
of this benefit is extremely important. Let me know what you 
think.”

This idea arose from the LRPC meeting in Albuquerque. After 
fleshing out this idea in correspondence between Bob and Kraig, 
the issue was discussed by the LRPC. To a person, everyone on 
the LRPC thought the idea of helping overseas herpetologists 
was a good one. However, a large number of questions arose, 
among them:

1. How do we define “Third World”? 
2. What would the subsidy be? 
3. First-come, first-served? 
4. Who makes the decision? 
5. Would money donated to this fund be diverted from other 

SSAR causes?
It soon became clear that such a new program, despite its 

philosophical merits, created a very large number of issues. The 
committee was not able to reach a clear position because there 
were so many divergent views of what we should do. And as one 
put it, “we are adding a lot of pain for an unspecified but likely 
small amount of gain.” Because our president was reading the 
commentaries, he could see the dilemma faced by the LRPC.

In mid-November, President Aldridge sent the following 
message to Kraig Adler: “I think at this point the idea of another 
category of membership needs to be shelved. The current cat-
egories and fees for membership need to be addressed first. So, 
bottom line, no further action by the LRPC is needed on this is-
sue at this time.

Rafe Brown is Chair of the Local Committee for the 2015 
meeting in Lawrence, Kansas (July 30–Aug 2). In his report, he 
detailed a number of specifics of the upcoming meeting includ-
ing estimated costs, housing options, and special events (e.g., 
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reception for senior herpetologists, plenary lectures, President’s 
Travelogue, symposia, grad student social, picnic, auction, etc.). 
Some of the old SSAR favorites will be back—live animal dis-
plays, field trips, museum tours, herp trivia quizzes. In addition, 
updated digital versions of “Herpetologists: Then and Now,” and 
“Amphibians of the Appalachians,” organized by David Dennis, 
Eric Juterbock, and Kraig Adler will be presented.

The Membership Committee from 2013 –2014 included Ann 
Paterson and Marina Gerson (co-chairs), Jason Brock, Marina 
Gerson, Tim Halliday, John Herman, Kris Kaiser, Mark Oliva, 
George Pisani, and Wulf Schleip. Ann Paterson is stepping down 
as a co-chair after JMIH due to her treasurer responsibilities and 
Marina Gerson is stepping down as a co-chair at the end of the 
year due to other obligations. Both are willing to continue to 
serve on the committee if needed. However, this means that we 
need to find a new chair or co-chairs for the committee as soon 
as possible.

During 2013–2014, the Membership Committee continued 
to stay less active while waiting to see the results of their 2011 
proposals. However, the committee did work on the following 
things: 1) more closely following membership data to examine 
patterns; 2) developing proposals for possible correspondence 
with new members and with members who fail to renew; 3) con-
tinuing to compile a list of other herpetological societies (both in 
the U.S. and internationally); and 4) responding to concerns and 
comments from members and non-members as needed.

Ann and Marina reported that the number of members con-
tinues to decrease. Over the next year, it will be important for 
the membership committee to closely look at patterns in new 
member subscriptions and in the loss of old members. It may be 
helpful to track member publications to see the effects of new 
page charge policies. 

Ann and Marina now receive membership data each month, 
allowing them to monitor changes in membership and to exam-
ine whether different activities (such as mailings) affect mem-
bership. Even if these activities do not seem to influence mem-
bership numbers immediately, they may still increase awareness 
and have longer-term effects. Marina has analyzed the data in 
multiple ways, looking at: 1) numbers of individuals in different 
membership categories; 2) print versus online-only member-
ships; 3) numbers of members from different countries; 4) length 
of membership by subscription date (for this category, we do not 
know the initial date of subscription for members who renew 
each year but can begin to follow that in future); and 5) date of 
subscription. From looking at subscription dates, it is clear that 
most people join or renew between December and March. From 
looking at subscriptions by country, it appears that there may be 
opportunities for growth by considering more ways to promote 
the society internationally, in particular by making international 
students more aware of grant opportunities and by promoting 
the manuscript pre-submission service more. 

The Mentorship Committee consists of Kris Kaiser (chair), 
Andrew Durso, Joe Mendelson, and Marion Preest. In its sec-
ond year, the Mentorship Program aimed to retain a somewhat 
small size before scaling up in future years. In 2013, they paired 
eight students from across the societies with mentors. Mentees 
in the program ranged from pre-baccalaureate to beginning PhD 
students, and came from all societies. Mentees were all senior 
graduate students and postdocs. Follow-up surveys showed a 
general satisfaction with the program, and gave useful feedback 
for year three of the program. The program this year was adver-
tised on the SSAR website and on the JMIH registration page 

under “Graduate Student Information,” and applications were 
accepted for both mentors and mentees. For the 2014 meeting, 
this committee is working to expand the program to a somewhat 
larger (yet still manageable) size and is working with organiz-
ers to include program registration directly into registration for 
JMIH. They will also work to include all known pre-bacc students 
who will be attending to pair them with an appropriate mentor.

The Nominations Committee (Robert Espinoza, Chair) com-
piled a list of nominees for the positions of President-Elect, Trea-
surer, Secretary, Regular Board Member (two needed), Conserva-
tion Board Member (one needed), and At-Large Board Member 
(one needed). Ann Paterson and Marion Preest were willing to 
run again for the positions of Treasurer and Secretary, respec-
tively. The nominees: 

President-Elect.—Rafael O. de Sa, Richard Shine
Treasurer.—Ann Paterson
Secretary.— Marion Preest
Board Member (Regular).—Robin Andrews, Sara Ruane,  

      Joshua Kapfer, Emily Taylor
Board Member (Conservation).—Kris Kaiser, Kim Lovich
Board Member (At-Large).—Richard Durtsche, Tony Gamble

Rob Denton (Resolutions Chair) presented resolutions at the 
SSAR Business Meeting in Albuquerque in 2013. These have been 
published in Herp. Review.

Josh Kapfer (Chair, Roger Conant Grants-in-Herpetology 
Committee) received 81 proposals. Most applications were in 
the “Laboratory Research” category. In 2013 the Board agreed to 
double the potential number of winners in each category and to 
create a new category (Undergraduate Research in Herpetology, 
five proposals received for 2014 award).

The winners each received $500 and they are: 
Conservation.—Javan Bauder, University of Massachusetts, 

“Conservation Genetics of the Federally Threatened Eastern 
Indigo Snake (Drymarchon couperi) in Central Florida.” Bailey 
Patillo, University of Memphis, “Salamander Susceptibility and 
Response to the Amphibian Fungal Pathogen Batrachochytrium 
dendrobatidis.” 

Education.—David Steen, Alabama Natural Heritage Pro-
gram at Auburn University, “Living Alongside Wildlife: An Online 
Resource for Amphibian and Reptile Outreach and Conserva-
tion.” 

The Andrew H. Price Field Research Grant-in-Herpetology.—
Brian Folt, Auburn University, “Does Leaf-drop Phenology Regu-
late Abundance Cycles of Terrestrial Amphibians and Reptiles in 
Wet Neotropical Forests?” Scott Travers, University of Kansas, 
“Adaptive Radiation and Community Assembly of Ceratobatra-
chid Frogs in the Solomon Islands.” 

Laboratory Research.—Andrew Frank, University of Con-
necticut, “Testing the Parallel Speciation Hypothesis in Western 
North American Skinks (Plestiodon).” Sofia Prado-Irwin, San 
Francisco State University, “Disease Dynamics of the Fungal 
Pathogen Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis in the California Sal-
amander Ensatina eschscholtzii.” 

Travel.—Christopher Akcali, University of North Carolina-
Chapel Hill, “The Role of Batesian Mimicry in Divergence and 
Speciation.” Brenna Forester, Duke University, “Evaluating the 
Implications of Local Adaptation, Habitat Connectivity, and 
Gene Flow for Terrestrial Salamanders Under Global Change.” 

International.—Nina Seren, CIBIO Institute (Portugal), 
“Genetic Response to Heavy Metal Exposure in Amphib-
ian Larvae Under Laboratory Experimental Conditions.” Marta 
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Vidal-Garcia, The Australian National University, “Unraveling 
Body Shape Evolution in Australo-Papuan Myobatrachid Frogs.” 

Undergraduate Research.—Renae Reed, Peninsula College, 
“Quantifying an Active Population of Central America’s Rarest 
Turtle, K. angustipons.” 

Since Spring 2013, the Website Subcommittee has been com-
prised of Carol Spencer, Raul Diaz, Vincent Farallo, Michelle Koo, 
Joe Mendelson, and Todd Pierson. This committee has accom-
plished an ambitious agenda with the ultimate goal of a new 
website and content management system that will benefit both 
visitors to the site as well as the future committee members who 
will need to maintain and update the site.

The Committee solicited bids from three experienced web-
site designers. In August, 2013, Trish Roque (University of Cali-
fornia Museum of Paleontology employee and independent 
website designer, who develops in WordPress) was selected. The 
committee felt Trish provided the most comprehensive and or-
ganized estimate and timeline for completion of the website. 
She designs eye-catching dynamic websites and has experience 
with academic users who need to keep detailed content current 
without depending on a coder for all updates. Once her website 
architecture and design is in place, Philip Kahn, web program-
mer, was selected to help with website maintenance/program-
ming and to build any database or other programming needs in 
the future.

The committee has met more than five times in conference 
calls in 2014, with additional meetings with Michelle and Trish in 
person. The design and implementation is moving forward; the 
new website is based on the latest version of WordPress and has 
many customizations of specialized WordPress plugins to meet 
our desired features list. Although not designed specifically for 
mobile devices, the new website will be more compatible and 
flexible on different devices and platforms (e.g., OS).

As of 8 July 2014, all committee members have contributed 
to editing content and information for pages and currently Mi-
chelle, Raul, and Joe are putting this content into place on the 
website. Michelle created WordPress accounts for all website 
committee members and will proceed to create accounts for 
associated directors and SSAR personnel. These accounts have 
varying privileges, as some folks are allowed full editing and 
page changing rights whereas others can only edit and add text 
to pages. We are still editing the website and plan to make it pub-
lic on 26 July 2014, four days before the next JMIH meeting and 
SSAR board meeting on 30 July 2014. The website will be live and 
replace the old site at http://ssarherps.org. The committee wel-
comes constructive comments from the public and members of 
the executive committee, directors, and editors. 

Brian Crother, Chair, Standard English and Scientific Names 
Committee, reported that with the delay in posting the 7th Edition 
published for the 2012 World Congress, the SESNC developed a 
7.1 edition specifically for online access. By the time of the 2014 
JMIH, the new edition should be live online and dynamically up-
dateable. Each new update to the online version will be recog-
nized by changing the edition number, e.g., 7.1, 7.2…7.35, etc., 
until another hard copy version is published. Brian thanks Raul 
Diaz and his committee for their hard work in making the list 
a living document. Steven Tilley has been the chair of the Sala-
mander Subcommittee and David Wake has been a member of 
that committee. They are stepping down after the new e-version 
is completed. Brian wants to thank them and recognize their ex-
cellent work on the Names Committee. 

The third annual SSAR Student Poster Awards (Tiffany Doan, 
Chair) were presented at the Annual Meeting of the SSAR in 
Albuquerque. There were 40 eligible posters. In recognition of 
outstanding student poster presentations at the annual meet-
ing, the following awards (a check for US $100 and a book from 
University of California Press) were made: Evolution, Genetics, & 
Systematics: Shuangying Yu, Texas Tech University, “Endosulfan 
and alpha-cypermethrin inhibit repair of DNA photo adducts 
and decrease transcription of nucleotide excision repair genes in 
Xenopus laevis embryos.” Conservation & Management: Kath-
erine O’Donnell, (University of Missouri), “Initial terrestrial 
salamander responses to prescribed fire and timber harvest in 
southeast Missouri.” Ecology, Natural History, Distribution, & 
Behavior: Kristin Winchell, University of Massachusetts, Bos-
ton, “Phenotypic shifts in urban populations of the tropical liz-
ard, Anolis cristatellus.” 

In 2013, Mike Jorgensen and Vincent Farallo (Co-Chairs, 
Student Travel Awards Committee) received 14 applications for 
the travel award, substantially lower than the numbers in previ-
ous years. The main role of the Student Travel Awards Commit-
tee is to accept applications for the award and coordinate with 
the awardees to supervise the silent auction table at the annual 
meeting; however, both Mike Jorgenson and Vincent Farallo 
were unable to attend the meeting to direct awardees and over-
see the silent auction table. Two colleagues, Matthew Lattanzio 
and Christopher Howey, were kind enough to help take over this 
duty for the meeting in Albuquerque. Students receiving awards 
helped supervise the silent auction table as has been done in 
previous years. The Silent Auction raised $869.

Coordinators’ Reports
Election Officer, Dan Noble, reported that no election was 

held in 2013.
In 2013, the SSAR/HL Live Auction returned to the “normal” 

operation of generating funds to be split between SSAR and HL. 
SSAR funds are used to support student travel awards. The Live 
Auction was organized by Greg Watkins-Colwell, Kirsten Nichol-
son, and Meredith Mahoney. This year we saw the return of Sa-
mantha Kahl, who had served as a student volunteer many times 
in the past, and returned this year to help organize. Efforts were 
made to include as many different auctioneers (with different 
auctioning styles) as possible and to rely upon the help of stu-
dents who had not helped with the auction in the past. The live 
auction made $5,758. After all costs, the remainder was split 50-
50 with HL, leaving $2,023.07 to help fund student travel awards. 

Greg, Meredith, and Kirsten have been in discussion regard-
ing the future of this committee. Greg will step down as the Chair 
of the Auction Committee following the Live Auction at the 2015 
SSAR meeting in Lawrence, Kansas and Kirsten will step down 
after the 2014 meeting. 

Representative to AIBS and BioOne, Al Savitzky, reported 
that BioOne, a nonprofit electronic publishing consortium, 
continues to provide online publishing services for the society 
and to return both royalties and profit-sharing proceeds to its 
member publishers. After several years, Al has resumed atten-
dance at the P&P meetings as he was elected to the Board of 
Directors of BioOne. The P&P meetings provide an opportunity 
for the BioOne staff to report on the status of the organization, 
describe the financial return to member publishers, and provide 
background on issues relevant to online publishing and schol-
arly societies. Details regarding BioOne, including the presen-
tations given from past P&P Meetings, can be found at http://
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www.bioone.org/. This year BioOne reported that in 2013, its 
twelfth year online, the collection exceeded one million pages 
of content and over 13 million site hits. Net sales increased by 
4.7% over 2012. Presentations at the meeting included those on 
MOOC’s, the challenges of marketing scholarly journals in India, 
Elementa: Science of the Anthropocene, a new open-access, on-
line-only journal launched in December 2013 by BioOne, and an 
algorithm that has been developed to assist society publishers in 
determining the costs and benefits of open-access publishing, 
as increasingly mandated by federal funding agencies. The algo-
rithm considers such factors as embargo length and the propor-
tion of content that is federally funded (and thus subject to OA 
mandate). The algorithm will be made freely available to BioOne 
member publishers.

The American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS) is an 
umbrella organization that serves about 160 member societies 
and organizations (MSOs), most of them in the broad areas of 
organismal biology and ecology. AIBS has been building upon 
several surveys it has conducted on the interests and activities 
of both individual researchers and biological societies. The 2013 
annual meeting of the AIBS Council involved a discussion of 
trends, opportunities, and challenges facing the biological sci-
ences and scholarly societies focused on biology. In addition to 
providing advice to its MSOs through its surveys and explora-
tions of leadership issues in biology, AIBS continues to be ac-
tive in a number of areas of immediate interest to our society’s 
members. These include activities related to undergraduate and 
graduate education, natural history collections, and represent-
ing the interests of organismal biologists and ecologists to Con-
gress. Society members are encouraged to register with the AIBS 
Legislative Action Center (LAC; http://policy.aibs.org/), which 
provides immediate alerts regarding relevant legislation and 
simplifies contacting individual legislators to express an opinion 
on those issues, many of which are related to conservation or the 
federal funding of science. Al’s presentation lead into a long dis-
cussion of membership issues facing all or most scientific societ-
ies, how to reduce competition between societies, how to retain 
individual identities if societies merge, and what is the future of 
societies in general.

This year two symposium proposals were submitted to Sym-
posium Coordinator Dick Durtsche for SSAR sponsorship at the 
2015 SSAR meetings at the University of Kansas, with only one 
requesting funding. 

The first proposal entitled “Research Frontiers in Integrative 
Organismal Biology: Herpetological Horizons” was submitted 
by Rafe Brown and Richard Glor. This symposium will bring to-
gether an array of mostly early-career faculty who use reptiles 
and amphibians in integrative studies of evolutionary biology. 
The organizers seek sponsorship of $1500 for travel and sympo-
sium dinner expenses. The symposium proposal was sent out for 
external review, and reviewer comments and the proposal were 
submitted to the SSAR Board for consideration of sponsorship.
The second proposal (confidential until the appearance of an 
announcement in an upcoming issue of Herp. Review) was sub-
mitted by David Cannatella, Anna Maglia, and David Blackburn 
as co-organizers. The symposium proposal does not request 
any funding, only SSAR sponsorship and it was sent to the SSAR 
Board for consideration.

New Business
Vinny Farallo and Todd Pierson (Wesite Subcommittee) 

showed the Board the new SSAR website and noted that it will 

be easy to update. A guideline for editing will be provided. The 
Board made a few suggestions about layout.

Greg Watkins-Colwell raised the issue of sponsoring pre-
baccalaureate students (and their chaperones). Greg will ask the 
HEC to come up with criteria to determine how to choose which 
students to sponsor. 

There was some discussion of whether SSAR wanted to make 
available to members an SSAR credit card. SSAR would receive 
a fixed amount the first time each card is used and then a much 
smaller amount with subsequent uses. The Board seemed inter-
ested in this idea and asked Treasurer Paterson to look into the 
details of this and come back to the Board with additional infor-
mation.

President-Elect Bauer presented a request from Kraig Adler 
to use up to $15,000 from his Publication Reserve to support 
the attendance of senior herpetologists at the SSAR meeting in 
Lawrence in 2015. The Board voted unanimously to support this 
request. In later discussions it was decided to use money from 
the Contributions to Herpetology budget, and then transfer funds 
from the Reserve budget to the Contributions budget.

The Board then turned to brief consideration of ways in which 
SSAR and Center for North American Herpetology (CNAH) might 
work together. Although members of the Board seemed in favor 
of this idea, no specific recommendations were made. Earlier, 
Peter Uetz had initiated an e-email discussion of the relation-
ship between SSAR and the Reptile Database. It was agreed that 
this is a matter for the LRPC to discuss.

Provision of childcare at the annual meeting was then dis-
cussed briefly. There was general support from the Board, how-
ever the matter of liability was raised. It was recognized that 
there were questions that needed answering before SSAR could 
move on this. Erin Muths suggested that a committee be formed 
to investigate these issues.

The Board then turned to the 2015 budget. A balanced bud-
get of $304,440 for 2015 was approved by the Board.
The meeting was adjourned at 1346 h.

SSAR Business Meeting

The Annual SSAR Business Meeting was called to order by 
President Aldridge (1800 h, Aug 2nd). Ninety-two members of 
SSAR were present (Fig. 8). Officers, Editors, and Committee 
Chairs who were at the Business Meeting introduced themselves 

Fig. 8. Bob Aldridge presenting the new SSAR website at the SSAR 
Business Meeting.
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to the other attendees and gave brief summaries of their Annual 
Reports and relevant information from the Board Meeting. There 
was applause given to acknowledge Erin Muths and Gad Perry 
who are stepping down as co-editors of JHerp and Tiffany Doan 
and Paul Bartelt who are replacing them. The outgoing and in-
coming editors mentioned some of the substantial perks of pub-
lishing in JHerp—free color, no page charges for members, online 
access immediately available after acceptance of most manu-
scripts, etc. Rafe Brown and Rich Glor did a great job hyping the 
2015 meeting in Kansas. They specifically mentioned the events 
recognizing senior herpetologists, the live animal displays, the 
auctions, field trips, and the low cost of accommodation.

Rob Denton then read the following resolutions: “SSAR wish-
es to thank a large number of individuals for service to the Soci-
ety. Even though outgoing co-editors of Journal of Herpetology, 
Erin Muths and Gad Perry, remain highly active with the journal, 
we wish to thank them at this stage for their several years of ser-
vice to the Society in this capacity. Erin and Gad took over as edi-
tors with fairly short notice in 2010, and during their tenure they 
ushered in some important and very welcome changes to the 
journal. We would also like to acknowledge incoming co-editors 
Tiffany Doan and Paul Bartelt and thank them both for stepping 
unto this role. The following Associate Editors of JHerp.— Xime-
na Bernal, Tracey Brown, Tibor Hartel, Toby Hibbitts, Don Miles, 
Glenn Shea, and Tony Tucker—stepped down and we thank 
them for their work. In addition, we are grateful to the follow-
ing members of the Editorial Board of JHerp. who have resigned 
recently: Dirk Bauwens, David Chiszar, Ellen Dawley, James Plaz, 
Douglas Rossman, Paul Verrell, and Howard Whiteman. At Her-
petological Review, Jodi Rowley, Charles Painter, Jackson Shedd, 
Raul Diaz, and Beck Werhle concluded excellent runs of service. 
Bob Hansen wishes to particularly acknowledge Charles Painter, 
outgoing Section Editor for Natural History Notes. The Society 
joins Editors of Catalogue of American Amphibians and Reptiles, 
Travis LaDuc and Chris Bell, in thanking Bob Powell, Breck Bar-
tholomew, and Ruthe Smith for their help in navigating through 
the logistics of editing this series. We thank Greg Watkins-Colwell, 
who was a member of the Herpetology Education Committee for 
several years, and Cathy Bevier, who was chair of the same com-
mittee for many years and then continued as a member. Both 
are stepping down. We particularly wish to thank the many hard-
working members of the Website Committee: Carol Spencer 
(chair), Joe Mendelson, Raul Diaz, Vincent Farallo, Michelle Koo, 
and Todd Pierson. The new and extensively redesigned SSAR 
website is due to go live within a few days or weeks and we look 
forward to feedback from society members. We thank this year’s 
SSAR President’s Travelogue speaker, David Blackburn, for his 
excellent presentation “Adventures with African Amphibians.” 
Thanks to John Sulzycki at CRC Press for his continued support 
of Seibert Award and Student Poster competitions. Thanks to 
both Ann Paterson and Marina Gerson for co-chairing the Mem-
bership Committee for the past several years. Thanks to Bobby 
Espinoza, chair of the Nominations Committee, for generating 
a strong slate of nominees for the upcoming 2014 election. Con-
gratulations to the fifth winner of the SSAR/HL/ASIH Meritori-
ous Teaching Award in Herpetology, Dr. Alan Richmond. Thanks 
again to those who served as mentors for students attending 
JMIH in our new and successful Mentorship Program led by 
Kris Kaiser and Andrew Durso. SSAR and Standard English and 
Scientific Names Committee Chair, Brian Crother, wish to ac-
knowledge the long-standing contributions of Steven Tilley and 
David Wake to that committee. We thank Matthew Lattanzio and 

Fig. 9. Winners of the Henri Seibert Student Paper Awards Awards. 
Back row L to R: Rafe Brown (Chair, Seibert Award Committee), Ra-
chel Skinner, Drew Davis, Meagan Thomas, Patrick Moldowan, Elyse 
Freitas; front row L to R; Mark Herr, Chris Thawley, Matt Dickson.
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Fig. 10. Winners of the SSAR Travel Awards. Back row L to R: Jason 
O’Connor, Michael Colley, Cameron Eddy, Andrea Long, Patrick 
Moldowan; front row L to R; Jason Bohenek, Jennifer Fill, Julie Ziem-
ba, William Ternes, Jennifer Singleton.
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Fig. 11. The traditional turning over of the gavel from President Al-
dridge to President-Elect Bauer.
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Christopher Howe, who temporarily stepped in to take over Stu-
dent Travel Awards Committee duties during the 2013 Albuquer-
que meeting. After tomorrow night’s auction, Kirsten Nicholson 
is stepping down as a member of the Live Auction Committee, a 
position for which she has served ably and with enthusiasm for 
many years. We thank her. Finally, we are excited about our 2015 
Annual Meeting with PARC, Kansas Herpetological Society, Mis-
souri Herpetological Society, Arkansas Herpetological Society, 
and CNAH, to be held on the campus of the University of Kansas. 
We repeat our thanks from last year to the members of the Local 
Committee —Rafe Brown (Chair), Bill Duellman, Rich Glor, Lin-
da Trueb, and George Pisani—for the extensive work they have 
put into the planning for this much-anticipated meeting.”

Henri Seibert, Student Poster, and Travel Awards were pre-
sented by Rafe Brown, Tiffany Doan, and Vinny Farallo, respec-
tively (Figs. 9, 10). There was then a very speedy handing over of 
the gavel from President-Aldridge to President-Elect Bauer (Fig. 
11) and the meeting was adjourned.

List of Abbreviations Used
AES - American Elasmobranch Society
AIBS - American Institute of Biological Sciences
AP - Allen Press
ASIH - American Society for Ichthyology and Herpetology
CNAH - Center for North American Herpetology
HL - The Herpetologists’ League
IRS - Internal Revenue Service
JMIH - Joint Meeting of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists
LRPC - Long Range Planning Committee
MOOC - Massive Open Online Course
MSO - Member Societies and Organizations
MTAH - meritorious Teaching Award in Herpetology
OA - Open Access
PARC - Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation

SSAR Election Results

Results of the 2014 SSAR election are as follows:

President-Elect:  Rick Shine
Treasurer:  Ann Paterson
Secretary:  Marion Preest
Board Members (Regular):  Robin Andrews, Emily Taylor
Board Member (Conservation): Kim Lovich
Board Member (At-Large): Tony Gamble

Thank you to all of the nominees who agreed to stand for 
positions, Robert Espinoza (Chair) and other members of the 
Nominations Committee, and Dan Noble (Election Officer).

2014 Seibert Awards Announced

The 23rd annual SSAR Seibert Awards were presented at the 
57th Annual Meeting of the SSAR with the Joint Meeting of Ich-
thyologists and Herpetologists, hosted by the University of Ten-
nessee, Chattanooga, 30 July–3 August 2014. These awards are 
named in honor of Henri C. Seibert, an avid supporter of SSAR 
who served as an officer for over 20 years. In recognition of out-
standing student presentations at the annual meeting, an award 
was given in each of the following categories: Evolution/System-
atics (5 presentations), Ecology (14 presentations), Physiology/
Morphology (4 presentations) and Conservation (6 presenta-
tions). All awardees received a check for U.S. $200 and a book 
from CRC Press.

The Winners:
Systematics/Evolution.—Elyse Freitas et al. (Villanova Univer-

sity), “Molecular Phylogenetics and Patterns of Limb Loss in 
the Genus Scelotes.”

Ecology.—Chris Thawley et al. (Penn State University), “The cost 
and benefits of adaptation: a case study using native fence 
lizards and invasive fire ants.”

Conservation.—Drew Davis et al. (University of South Dakota), 
“Effects of Agricultural Tile Drainage on Amphibians in East-
ern South Dakota.”

Physiology/Morphology.—Patrick Moldowan et al. (Laurentian 
University), “Turtles with teeth: tomiodont morphology and 
functional significance in the Painted Turtle (Chrysemys picta).”   

Honorable Mentions:
Systematics/Evolution.—Rachel Skinner et al. (Villanova Univer-

sity), “Phylogenetic Relationships of South African Geckos in 
Pachydactylus geitje Species Complex (Squamata: Gekkoni-
dae).” 

Ecology.— (A) Meagan Thomas and Steve Mullin (Eastern Illinois 
University), “Quantifying dietary overlap in a community of 
invertebrate feeding snakes.” Special undergraduate honor-
able mention! (B) Mark Herr et al. (James Cook University), 
“Stressed snakes strike first: hormone levels and defensive 
behavior in free-ranging cottonmouths.” 

Conservation.—Brian Crawford et al. (University of Georgia), 
“Does pride work? Evaluating an NGO’s integrative model for 
promoting community conservation behavior.”

Physiology/Morphology.—Matthew Dickson et al. (California 
State - Northridge), “Rapidly adapting to the neighborhood: 
physiological responses of Mediterranean House Geckos to 
their introduced climates.”

SSAR would like to thank this year’s Seibert Judges Commit-
tee for their service: Jacqueline Litzgus, Laine Giovanetto, Rich-
ard Durtsche, Eric Juterbock, Phillip Bishop; William Peterman, 
David Blackburn, Matthew Klukowski, Richard Glor, Charles 
Linkem, and Rafe Brown (Chair).

SSAR Student Poster Award Winners  
for 2014 Announced

The fourth annual SSAR Student Poster Awards were present-
ed at the 57th Annual Meeting of the SSAR and the Joint Meeting 
of Ichthyology and Herpetology in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 30 
July–3 August 2014.  This year there were 40 eligible posters.  In 
recognition of outstanding student poster presentations at the 
annual meeting, a single award was given in each of the follow-
ing categories: Physiology & Morphology (8 presentations), Ecol-
ogy, Natural History, Distribution, & Behavior (22 presentations), 

—Respectfully submitted by MARION PREEST, SSAR Secretary
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and Conservation & Management (10 presentations).  Because 
few students entered the Evolution, Genetics, & Systematics 
category, those students were placed in other categories and no 
award was given in that category.  All awardees received a check 
for US $200 and a book from CRC Press.

The Winners:
Physiology & Morphology.—Krista Mougey, Texas Tech Univer-

sity, “Thermal ecology and locomotor performance of the 
critically endangered Stout Iguana Cyclura pinguis.”  

Conservation & Management.—Grant Connette, University of 
Missouri, “Historic timber harvest predicts abundance but 

not genetic diversity of a terrestrial salamander, Plethodon 
shermani.”  

Ecology, Natural History, Distribution, & Behavior.—E. Alexan-
der Rohtla, Villanova University, “Advertisement calls of the 
thick-toed geckos (Reptilia: Gekkonidae: Pachydactylus).”

SSAR thanks this year’s judges: Tiffany Doan (Chair, State Col-
lege of Florida, Manatee-Sarasota), Marina Gerson (California 
State University, Stanislaus), Jon Davenport (University of Mon-
tana), Bruce Kingsbury (Indiana-Purdue University Fort Wayne), 
Kristen Cecala (Sewanee-University of the South), Thomas Lozito 
(University of Pittsburgh), and Frances Irish (Moravian College).

Global Ranavirus Consortium

The scientific community is increasingly aware that emerging 
infectious diseases pose a significant threat to global biodiver-
sity.  A group of viruses in the genus Ranavirus (Family Iridoviri-
dae) cause disease in amphibians, reptiles and fish, and appear 
to be emerging in some populations. Ranavirus-associated die-
offs in larval and adult amphibians have been documented in 
the Americas, Europe, and Asia, with death rates often exceeding 
90% during an outbreak. Ranavirus infections also have been re-
ported in wild and cultured fish populations worldwide. While 
research on reptiles has been slower to accumulate, recent evi-
dence suggests that ranaviruses are capable of causing morbid-
ity and mortality in free-ranging populations. The capability of 
ranaviruses causing disease in poikilothermic animals belong-
ing to three vertebrate classes emphasizes the potential risk of 
these pathogens to global biodiversity.

The Global Ranavirus Consortium (GRC) was formed fol-
lowing the First International Symposium on Ranaviruses. The 
goal of the GRC is to facilitate communication and collabora-
tion among scientists and veterinarians conducting research 
on ranaviruses and diagnosing cases of ranaviral disease. Since 
formation, the GRC has published 3 popular articles on the 2011 
Symposium and organized the Second International Sympo-
sium on Ranaviruses, which was held 27–29 July 2013 concur-
rently with the International Conference of the Wildlife Disease 
Association in Knoxville, Tennessee, USA. The Third Internation-
al Symposium on Ranaviruses will be held 30 May–1 June 2015 
at the University of Florida in Gainesville, Florida, USA. The GRC 
recently hosted a workshop on ranaviruses in Harbin, China.

The GRC was recently approved to write the first book on 
ranaviruses, which will be published as an eBook (i.e., chapters 
can be purchased independently) by Springer. Target publica-
tion date is November 2014. The GRC formed global regional 
discussion groups (see regional contact below) to help facilitate 
the transfer of information among scientists, and created a web-
site with recent publications. To improve understanding of the 
global distribution of ranaviruses, the GRC is working to secure 
funds to create a Global Ranavirus Reporting System.  The Exec-
utive Board has finalized bylaws for the GRC, and will be offering 
membership options in 2014.

If you would like to be listed as a GRC scientist or contribute 
to activities, please contact Dr. Matthew Gray or your regional 
representative on the Executive Board (see below). We also 

encourage interested students and scientists to join the GRC 
LISTSERV.

 To post to the GRC listserv, send an e-mail message to GRC@
LISTSERV.UTK.EDU. Appropriate content for posting includes 
(but is not limited to) sharing information on recent ranavirus 
die-offs, research findings, or publications; asking questions or 
discussing topics related to ranaviruses or ranaviral disease; and 
providing information about GRC activities. Anyone can post to 
the listserv (including non-members) and all postings are ar-
chived and can be viewed by the public.  If you would like to be-
come a member of the GRC listserv, you can join at this website: 
http://listserv.utk.edu/cgi-bin/wa?A0=GRC. 

GRC Executive Board.—Matthew Gray, Ph.D., Director, Uni-
versity of Tennessee; Jesse Brunner, Ph.D., Associate Director, 
Washington State University; Amanda Duffus, Ph.D., Secretary/
Treasurer, Gordon College; Yumi Une, D.V.M., Ph.D., Asia Rep-
resentative, Azabu University; Ellen Ariel, Ph.D., Australia Rep-
resentative, James Cook University; Rachel Marschang, D.V.M., 
Ph.D., Europe Representative, Universität Hohenheim; Thomas 
Waltzek, D.V.M., Ph.D., North America Representative, University 
of Florida; Rolando Mazzoni, D.V.M., Ph.D., South America Rep-
resentative, Universidade Federal de Goiás; Greg Chinchar, Ph.D., 
Honorary Advisor, University of Mississippi Medical Center.

Updated Standard Symbolic Codes for  
Institutional Resource Collections in 

Herpetology & Ichthyology

A new up-to-date version (v.5) of the Standard Symbolic 
Codes for Institutional Resource Collections in Herpetology & Ich-
thyology is now available via the ASIH website: http://asih.org 
(under Resources tab).

The new list contains 1633 abbreviation records includ-
ing 125 newly added, as well as important corrections to pre-
viously listed abbreviations. Authors are encouraged to use/
cite the new list. Older versions of the list should be deleted. 
Citations of <http://www.asih.org/node/204> should be avoid-
ed, as that URL no longer links to a list of collection codes.
 Please send additions, corrections, and updates, however mi-
nor, to Mark Sabaj Pérez at sabaj@ansp.org.

NEWSNOTES
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ARMI Receives Special Recognition

The Wildlife Society’s Biometrics 
Working Group provides for a Special 
Recognition Award meant to high-
light a group or individual that has 
made an outstanding contribution 
to the development and applica-
tion of quantitative methods to the 
fields of wildlife science and manage-
ment. This year the award is presented 
to the Amphibian Research and Moni-
toring Initiative (ARMI), implemented 
by the U.S. Geological Survey and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. ARMI 
has shown a deep appreciation for 
biometrical methods and their im-

portance for drawing inferences about biological populations 
and communities. Most significantly ARMI propelled forward 
the development of a class of models (occupancy) that is now 
used worldwide by ecologists and conservation biologists. This 
funding support was largely responsible for dozens of papers on 
the development of occupancy modeling and for the 2006 book 
(MacKenzie et al. 2006. Occupancy Estimation and Modeling: 
Inferring Patterns and Dynamics of Species Occurrence. Elsevier, 
San Diego, California; see Acknowledgments in this book) sum-
marizing developments to that time. This development has not 
only been useful to ARMI projects, but has also benefited the 
worldwide community of animal ecologists, wildlife managers, 
and the field of biometrics.

The Wildlife Society Recognizes Ken Dodd

Each year The Wildlife Society, 
which boasts 10,000 members, selects 
one authored book to receive its “Out-
standing Book Award.”  This year they 
honored an anuran title, Ken Dodd’s 
Frogs of the United States and Canada.  
Ken’s two-volume work is certainly the 
most thorough reference available on 
frogs of the region. Previous winners of 
this award include Carl Ernst and Jeff 
Lovich for Turtles of the United States 
and Canada (2011), James E. Petranka 
for Salamanders of the United States 
and Canada (1998), E. O. Wilson for 
Diversity of Life (1992), and Walter 
Auffenberg for The Behavioral Ecology 

of the Komodo Monitor (1983). SSAR congratulates Ken Dodd for 
this honor.

Vogt Receives 9th Annual  
Behler Conservation Award

The Behler Turtle Conservation Award is a major annual in-
ternational award honoring excellence in the field of tortoise 
and freshwater turtle conservation and biology, and leader-
ship in the chelonian conservation and biology community. 

The award is co-presented by the Turtle Survival Alliance (TSA), 
the IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group 
(TFTSG), the Turtle Conservancy (TC), and the Turtle Conserva-
tion Fund (TCF, the four organizations most closely tied to the 
turtle conservation legacy of John Behler. The award honors 
and commemorates the memory and legacy of John L. Behler 
(1943–2006), late Curator of Herpetology at the Bronx Zoo, Wild-
life Conservation Society, New York. John was also Chair and Co-
Chair of the IUCN/SSC Tortoise and Freshwater Turtle Specialist 
Group and a founding board member of both the TSA and TCF, 
as well as a founding board member of the Chelonian Conser-
vation Center, later renamed the Behler Conservation Center in 
his honor by the recently created umbrella organization, Turtle 
Conservancy.

Not many scientists can say that they have altered the course 
of an entire field of study; Richard C. (Dick) Vogt can, not once, 
but now twice! His pioneering work with Jim Bull in the late 1970s 
on temperature-dependent sex determination (published in the 
journal Science) forever changed how we view the evolution and 
conservation of chelonians. Astoundingly, he has followed up 
this incredible career-defining achievement with yet another—
his most recent work on chelonian vocalization has again turned 
the turtle world upside down and is setting a new path for how 
we practice turtle conservation.

Dick and his students have not only shown that a number 
of turtle species are “talking”, but that there is communication 
between adult females and hatchlings in the Giant Amazo-
nian River Turtle (Podocnemis expansa). This is the first docu-
mented evidence of post-hatching parental care in chelonians. 
Our conservation community must now consider how these 
findings might affect how we headstart this and other species. 
We must ask ourselves if we are disrupting important transfer-
ence of learned behaviors from mother to offspring by keeping 
hatchlings in captivity for weeks to years before their release. We 
may unwittingly be doing more harm than good, much like how 
many early turtle conservationists incubated turtle eggs at cool 
temperatures, thereby producing only males, before Dick’s semi-
nal work demonstrated the error of their ways. 

After nearly twenty years of living in Mexico—which cul-
minated in his most recent book Turtles of Mexico: Land and 
Freshwater Forms, co-authored with the late John Legler, Dick 
yet again decided to challenge himself and begin anew. Dick’s 
next project is to finish John Legler’s long-awaited book, Turtles 
of Australia. SSAR congratulates Dick on this worthy honor.

—Excerpted and edited from Turtle Survival Magazine
 (2014:72–73, Brian D. Horne and Andrew Walde).

Reptile Database Update

The latest version of the Reptile Database (released 1 Dec 
2014) features 10,119 species (including 139 described this year) 
and 35,615 references (including 1,203 published this year). 
The Reptile Database has also established a Scientific Advisory 
Board (SAB) that will help to make strategic decisions but will 
also advise with controversial taxonomic issues. For instance, 
the SAB recommended not to break up the boas into multiple 
smaller families as recently proposed by Pyron et al. (2014. Zoo-
taxa 3846[2]:249–260). The database now also offers materials for 
herpetology classes with assignments for students to read and 
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curate herp papers. This should help students to hone their skills 
in reading and analyzing the primary literature but also supply 

the database with new information. For more details see http://
www.reptile-database.org.

Herpetological Review, 2014, 45(4), 746–750.
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Martin John Fouquette, Jr., 1930–2014

Our major professor, Martin John Fouquette, Jr., or “Jack” as 
he was known to one and all, provided over 46 years of service to 
students of three different academic institutions (University of 
Florida, 1959–1961; University of Southwestern Louisiana, 1961–
1965; Arizona State University, 1965–2005, plus 2005–2014 as an 
emeritus faculty member). As former students, we pay tribute to 
Jack herein by reviewing his distinctive qualities as a person and 
a scientist. We draw special attention to his unique approach to 
mentoring that we shared with all his graduate students from the 
early 1960s through to the beginning of the 21st Century. From 
1960 through 2002, Jack advised 9 PhD and 15 MA students, 
many of whom went on to successful careers in herpetology. Jack 
was a life member of all three North America-based herpetologi-
cal societies (ASIH, HL, SSAR), and he loved going to meetings 
(Fig. 1), in part because of his affection for his students and his 
desire to see them do well. 

Martin J. Fouquette was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
14 June 1930, but moved to Huntington, a small town in West 
Virginia, within two years, before settling in Kerrville, Texas, just 
five years later. He had no memories of Philadelphia, but did re-
call a dramatic roof-top rescue by motor boat following the 1936 

flooding of the Ohio River in West Virginia when water reached the 
second story of their house. Perhaps that experience was strongly 
imprinted—he told us often about how a flood event could be 
extremely useful for “herping,” such as the rare flooding of the 
Painted Rock Reservoir on the Gila River in the 1970s, which led 
to the opportunity for his graduate students to collect hundreds 
of snakes isolated on ever-shrinking islands. Students that knew 
of Jack’s love of early westerns on TV (“Have Gun, Will Travel” was 
a favorite) always assumed that any appearances to the contrary, 
Jack was taken with rural Texas where he spent his formative years. 

 Meeting announcement information should be sent directly to 
the Editor (herpreview@gmail.com) well in advance of the event. 
We also welcome brief reports of meetings; please consult the Edi-
tor for details. 

8–9 January 2015—California/Nevada Amphibian Populations 
Task Force 2015 Meeting, Pepperdine University, Malibu, Cali-
fornia, USA. Information: dbradfo@herpconbio.org

20–22 February 2015—Desert Tortoise Council Symposium, Las 
Vegas, Nevada, USA. Information: http://www.deserttortoise.
org/symposium/

2–5 April 2015—62nd Annual Meeting of the Southwestern Asso-
ciation of Naturalists, San Diego, California, USA. Information: 
http://www.biosurvey.ou.edu/swan/annualm.html

18–19 April 2015—Terrapin, Tortoise & Freshwater Turtle Meet-
ing, Dalaman, Mugla, Turkey. Information: Chelonian1@aol.com 
(Chuck Schaffer).

19–24 April 2015—35th Annual Symposium on Sea Turtle Biology 
and Conservation, Dalaman, Muǧla, Turkey. International Sea 
Turtle Society. Information: http://iconferences.seaturtle.org/

27–30 May 2015—38th Annual International Herpetological Sym-
posium, San Antonio, Texas, USA. Information: www.interna-
tionalherpetologicalsymposium.com

15–19 July 2015—American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpe-
tologists and The Herpetologists’ League annual meeting, Reno, 
Nevada, USA. Information: www.asih.org

30 July–3 August 2015—58th Annual Meeting of the Society for 
the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles (with Partners in Amphibi-
an and Reptile Conservation, Kansas Herpetological Society, and 
International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpe-
tology), Lawrence, Kansas, USA.

MEETINGS

OBITUARIES

BRIAN K. SULLIVAN*
JAMES E. PLATZ
Arizona State University, PO Box 37100, Phoenix, Arizona 85022, USA

*e-mail: bsullivan@asu.edu

Fig. 1. Jack loved attending meetings; here is Jack, next to Dave Hardy, 
in Manaus, Brazil, 2003, at the World Congress of Herpetology.
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179:1334–1336.
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from central Colombia. J. Herpetol. 5(3-4):97–101.
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ERRATA—

 In the Geographic Distribution note by Costa-Campos and 
Freire concerning Scinax trilineatus (2014, volume 45, number 3, 
p. 459), the second author’s name should read Eliza M. X. Freire.

 In the Natural History Note by Beaman and Tucker (2014, vol-
ume 45, number 3, p. 514, the lat/long coordinates listed are in-
correct. The correct coordinates are 38.6459°N, 121.29842°W.

AWARDS FOR STUDENT* ATTENDANCE 
AT SSAR MEETING  

(UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS, 2015)
 
 The Carl Gans Collections and Charitable Fund (hereafter the “Gans 
Fund”) is pleased to announce that it will support two kinds of awards to 
students*—both graduate and undergraduate, but 
not postdoctoral—who are attending the SSAR 
meeting at the University of Kansas next summer 
(July 30 to August 3, 2015; for a description of this 
meeting see page 751 in this issue). There will be 
20 awards covering the full student registration fee 
of US$150 and limited funds to support student 
travel expenses. Both awards are open to all 
students* regardless of nationality. The deadline 
for receipt of applications for both awards is 
February 15, 2015. 
 To be eligible, applicants (1) must certify their student status with a 
separate message from their professor; (2) must list the herpetological 
society or societies to which they belong*; (3) must be presenting papers 
(oral or poster) at the meeting; and (4) the paper’s subject area must be 
within the broad spectrum of research conducted by Professor Gans on the 
biology of amphibians and reptiles (especially morphology, systematics, 
faunistics, behavior, physiology, and evolution). Applicants must provide 
a paragraph (no more than 300 words) describing the work to be presented 
at the meeting, to enable the selection process. Award announcements 
will be made about March 15, 2015, allowing all applicants to know their 
status before meeting registrations begin.

 • REGISTRATION AWARDS. Selections will be made by SSAR. 
The application, research paper description, and certifications should 
be sent by email to: Dr. Marion Preest, SSAR Secretary, at mpreest@
kecksci.claremont.edu (if by air mail, to her at: Joint Science Department, 
The Claremont Colleges, Claremont, CA 91711, USA). The award funds 
will be sent by SSAR directly to the University of Kansas, which will 
receive a list of the successful applicants.
 • TRAVEL AWARDS: Selections will be made by the Gans Fund, 
on the recommendation of its Scientific Advisory Board. The Board 
consists of: Kraig Adler, Cornell University (USA), Aaron Bauer, 
Villanova University (USA),  Amos Bouskila, Ben Gurion University 
(Israel),  Herbert Rosenberg, University of Calgary (Canada),  Linda 
Trueb, University of Kansas (USA).
 A limited number of travel awards will be made. The maximum 
award for applicants from the USA and Canada is US$500; for all 
other countries $1000. The application, research paper description, and 
certifications should be sent to the Gans Fund; application details may be 
found at: http://www.carlgans.org (click on “Grants” in top menu bar). 
Submissions will be made via the web. Applicants should detail their 
expected expenses for the meeting including the travel costs; be sure 
to indicate the amount you are requesting from the Gans Fund and the 
amounts received (or applied for) from other sources. The award funds 
will be distributed by SSAR directly to the successful applicants. Further 
details may be obtained from the Gans Fund at the on-line address given 
above.

* For this meeting of SSAR, the meeting organizers have defined 
“student” as all student members of SSAR, HL, and ASIH, as well 
as student members of all national and international herpetological 
societies, who will be allowed to register at the “student member” rate 
of US$150.
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SSAR will hold its 2015 meeting on the 
 beautiful and centrally-located campus of 

the University of Kansas. All scientific sessions 
will be held in the Kansas Union, which is ad-
jacent to the KU Museum of Natural History, 
the setting of more than a century of research 
and graduate education in herpetology. The in-
timate campus setting will facilitate personal 
and friendly interactions while moderating fees 
for registration and lodging.

This unique campus format meeting will 
include oral and poster presentations, silent 
and live auctions, vendor displays, student so-
cial, symposia, and special lectures provided 
by David Hillis (Keynote) and Miguel Vences 
(President’s Travelogue). SSAR will resurrect 
popular activities from the past, including:

• Redesigned audiovisual shows arranged by 
David Dennis and Eric Juterbock.

• Reception honoring distinguished senior her-
petologists, allowing students to interact per-
sonally with luminaries in the field.

• Herpetological Quiz, arranged by the gradu-
ate students at UT Arlington and KU, with 
prizes for winners.

• Live Kansas amphibians and reptiles (orga-
nized by KHS), with photographic set-ups 
for use by delegates.

• Guided tours of the newly renovated Biodi-
versity Institute.

        Third Update!

        University of Kansas SSAR Meeting
      THURSDAY, JULY 30 – MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2015

Society for the Study of Amphibians and Reptiles 
co-sponsored by Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation (PARC)
 together with the herpetological societies of Kansas, Missouri, and Arkansas, the Center for  

North American Herpetology, and the International Society for the History and Bibliography of Herpetology

Set just a few miles from where he con-
ducted seven decades of landmark research 
in community dynamics of Kansas snakes, 
this special SSAR event will review the 
monumental contributions of Henry Fitch, 
the undisputed Father of Snake Ecology.     

Frontiers in Integrative Organismal Biology: 
Herpetological Horizons

Organized by Rich Glor and Rafe Brown

This event will bring together a group of excep-
tionally research-active herpetologists working 
at the forefront of evolution-related fields, using 
amphibians and reptiles as study systems. Topics 
include speciation, adaptive radiation, conver-
gence, phenotypic evolution, and the evolution 
of development—all through the lens of genomic 
approaches to understanding evolution of am-
phibians and reptiles. Participants include Frank 
Burbrink, Todd Castoe, Ben Evans, Matt Fujita, 
Luke Harmon, Ryan Kerney, Adam Leaché, Em-
ily Lemmon, Jim McGuire, Rachael Mueller, Dan 
Rabosky, Erica Rosenblum, Robert Thompson, 
John Wiens, and Kelly Zamudio. Summary by 
David Wake.

Plenary Update: additional feature  
presentation by Harry Greene: 
“The Life and Times of a KU 
Herpetology Icon: Henry Fitch 
and 70 Years of Snake Ecology”

Projected costs for KU Meeting
■ Registration fees (member rates): 

Students . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150
Regular . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $295
Seniors, retired / over 70 . . . . . . . . . . .  $150

■ Dorm room rates (on campus, linens included):
    Dual-occupancy rooms or suites, per day
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .starting at $35 
    Single-occupancy rooms or suites, per day  
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  starting at $55 

There are many motels near campus. Mo-
tels allow more persons per room, at lower 
per-person costs (as low as $25/person). Full 
details will be included in the Registration 
Announcement, to be posted in Spring 2015.

Additional special activities conceived to hon-
or the contributions of Henry Fitch include a 
block of talks on snake ecology (to be moder-
ated by Harry Greene) and tours of KU’s Fitch 
Reserve, site of his classic long-term snake 
ecology work (to be guided by George Pisani). 
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Symposia Updates: 
Finalized Participants

Bones, Frogs, & Evolution
Organized by David Blackburn, Anne Maglia, and 

David Cannatella

This event will celebrate the exceptionally pro-
ductive 40 years of scholarship of Linda Trueb 
and will  include presentations by Ana Maria 
Baez, David Blackburn, David Cannatella, Luis 
Coloma, Eli Greenbaum, Juan Guayasamin,
Anne Maglia, Dave 
McLeod, Greg Pregill, 
Chris Sheil, Helio de 
Silva, Erik Wild, 
and Marvalee Wake. 
Introduction by 
Leonard Krishtalka 
and Summary by 
William Duellman.

Awards for student attendance at the University of Kansas meeting are being offered by the Carl Gans Fund. See page 750 for details and definition of “student.”
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Field Herpetology of the Southwest
Southwestern Research Station — 24 July–2 August, 2015

This 9-day course will introduce participants to an outstanding diversity of amphib-
ians and reptiles of Arizona’s Chiricahua Mountains and surrounding deserts.

Labs and lectures will focus on identification and ecology of herps. The majority of 
time will be spent in the field, hiking through low and high elevation habitat.

For  more information about the course, contact Dawn Wilson. Ph: 520-558-2396; 
email: dwilson@amnh.org; http://research.amnh.org/swrs/herpetology-field-course
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