
 

              
      

 
       

  
              

 
              

             
           

       
             

             
   

 
        
     
           

 
               

  
 

              
    

     
  

         
    

 
 

       
   

  
  

 
 

   
        

 
 

  

 
   

  
   

        
  

   
    

Finding  Books  with  Preplanned  Comments  
Module:  Follow  the  CAR  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults review books and preplan comments. 

Guiding Statement: 
• I preplan comments for each page or select books with preplanned comments to use 

during shared reading. 
When Following the CAR, adults focus on using comments instead of questions to engage 
students during shared reading. If you are not used to demonstrating comments, it might 
be helpful to begin by using books from the Tar Heel Shared Reader Interface that have 
preplanned comments. Then when you are more familiar with demonstrating comments, 
begin preplanning your own comments. There are hundreds of books on a variety of topics 
in Tar Heel Shared Reader that have preplanned comments and there are more being 
added every day. 
To search for books with preplanned comments: 

1) Login to Tar Heel Shared Reader https://shared.tarheelreader.org/ 
2) Select “Find a book” 
3) In the upper right field, select “Shared” from the dropdown menu to find books with 

preplanned comments 
4) In the upper left field “Enter text to search”, enter one or two words that describes 

the content you are looking for 

Directions: 
Look at the scenarios below. Find a book in THSR with preplanned comments that could be 
used for that scenario. 

Scenario THSR Book Title with 
Preplanned Comments 

You have a student who is not interested in 
shared reading. He loves basketball. 

The Olympics 
The Olympic Tradition 

You will be exploring animal habitats during 
science block this week. 

Ocean Animals 
Blue Whales 
Jungle Animals 
Birds 
All About Bears 

You are planning to cover Anne of Green 
Gables over the next two weeks because 
their peers in general education will also be 
reading it. 

Anne 
Anne and Diana 
The Concert 
Anne’s Best Friend 

You are targeting the letter “s” in alphabet 
knowledge today. 

S is for Shopping 
Let’s make a snowman 

Tar Heel Shared Reader | www.sharedreader.org | ã 2022 Center for Literacy and Disability Studies, 
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FINDING TEXTS WITH PREPLANNED COMMENTS 2 

Scenario THSR Book Title with 
Preplanned Comments 

You are aware that some of your students 
visited their grandparents over spring break. 

Gifts from Grandma 
Fudge’s Birthday 
The Garden 

Some students may need a printed copy of the book. Consider if your student need braille, 
tactile graphics, changes to font or other modifications. You can download and print copies 
of books from Tar Heel Reader (https://tarheelreader.org/) and then add your preplanned 
comments with sticky notes. 

Coach Discussion: 
You have a student who is not interested in shared reading. He loves basketball. 

• Sometimes you can select a topic area and there are no books available on the 
subject. At the time this activity was created for instance, there were no books 
found that focused on basketball or included basketball. 

• Sometimes you can enter a search word such as “basketball” in the “Enter text to 
search.” While there were no books found that exclusively focused on basketball, 
there were two books that included pages about basketball: “The Olympics” and 
“The Olympic Tradition”. 

• When there are no books available on the subject you are looking for, consider 
writing your own book in Tar Heel Reader (https://tarheelreader.org/) 

You will be exploring animal habitats during science block this week. 
• Sometimes word searches with very specific words do not find many books (e.g., 

“habitat”. There were no books suggested with the search word “habitat”. 
• Sometimes related words will find more books (e.g., “ocean”, “jungle”, “woods”). 

These types of search terms resulted in many suggested books. 
You are planning to cover Anne of Green Gables over the next two weeks 
because you know their peers in general education will also be reading it. 

• You can find sets of books related to various texts by entering the title of the book 
or the primary character of the book (e.g., Anne of Green Gables, The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer, and The Great Gatsby). 

You are targeting the letter “s” in alphabet knowledge today. 
• You can search for the letter (e.g., S is for shopping). 
• You can search for common items, actions or activities that start with the letter 

(e.g., Let’s Make a Snowman, Swimming). 
• You can select the topic area under All Topics of “Alphabet Knowledge” 

You are aware that some of your students visited their grandparents over spring 
break. 

• You can search for topics related to student experiences inside and outside of school 
(e.g., “grandma”). 

• You can try searching using a variety of synonyms, one at a time (e.g., “grandma”, 
“grandmother”, “grandpa”, “grandfather”, “grandparents”). 
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