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2.  Make sure to pick a song that contains a Bridge Section
3.  Determine the Sections of the song by order and type, such as ABABCBB = V/Ch, V/Ch, Br, Ch, Ch 
4.  Once you have determined the Form of the song, begin to write a new Lyric and Melody to the 
existing song, being sure to keep all other components of the song the same. In other words: don’t 
change the chord progression or the tempo, etc. Write your new lyric by Section, rewriting the Verse 
separately, then rewriting the Chorus, then the Bridge and any other Sections the Song Form contains. It 
may help you to outline the sequence of events for your own story-line, Section by Section, before you 
try to adjust or edit the Lyric in order to make it fit your song grid. 
5.  Once you have rewritten the Lyric and Melody, rewrite the Harmony of the song with a completely 
new chord progression. Do your best to make sure your new changes sound original, and not too similar 
to the first song. Switching keys, time signatures and tempo are a few powerful choices you can make in 
order to remove yourself from the original song.
6.  Edit. Adjust your new words and Melody to fit your newly established mood. 
*  Feel free to change the Song Form at this point in the process; just be sure that it is the last 
component you rewrite!
7.  Rewrite as necessary.
Additional Requirements & Notes:
                 

 
 
                    

              
     

 
                

                  
           

not work well as as slow ballad. Also keep in mind that tempo can be a major factor in choosing your 
Song Form. For example: if a song is uptempo, you may need a longer Song Form to keep the listener 
engaged (ABCABCDC, for example). If you desire to Reconstruct a song with a slower tempo, you may 
want to use a shorter Song Form. Keep these kinds of factors in mind as you make your song choice and 
begin the Reconstruction process. 
 
 
Feel free to email me with any questions, problems or concerns you have regarding this Assignment. 
Remember you only have 2 weeks to complete it, so don’t waste time, and don’t wait too long to ask for 
help!
 
 
Happy Writing!

 
   

                      
                  

                 
               

  

    

                      
                  

                
               

  

    

  

  

  

  

    

Your song choice must contain a Bridge Section of some kind (whether Lyrical or Instrumental). Because 
we are primarily looking at Pop Song Form and its defining characteristics, is important that you include a 
Bridge (because as we have seen), as it is a significant differentiating component between Pop Song
Form and traditional Folk or Jazz Standard Forms.

Consider the amount of Lyric you will need to tell your story, and choose the Song Form that best serves 
your Lyrical needs.

                   
                  

Select an existing song to use as a grid for writing your own song. The goal of this assignment is to use a 
strong Song Form to guide you in your own creative process. By using an existing song, you will be 
somewhat limited in the framework you are laying; however, you should use this as an advantage, paying 
close attention to the devices that are most effective in making the song a great song.

Songwriting Snippet #11

Assignment #11 Writing by Reconstruction

Our goal for the Reconstruction process is simple: for you to take an existing Form and end up with a 
completely new song that has only a hint of the song that acted as a scaffold for your process

Guidelines:

1. Pick a song that you feel is exceptional, in any style or genre and from any era. The song can have 
any Theme or be based on any topic you like!

* If you find it more helpful to rewrite the Harmony of your grid song first, then to rewrite the Lyric and 
Melody, that is fine. Regardless of the order in which you rewrite the components of the song, come 
prepared to discuss your process with the class.
                  

                  
                 

                  
                  

                 
     

* A note regarding Tempo: If you do start your writing process with rewriting the song Lyric (rather than 
starting with rewriting the Harmony), then keep in mind that the mood and subject matter of the song will 
dictate the tempo. An example of this is Kelly Clarkson’s “My Life Would Suck Without You,” which would 
not work well as a slow ballad. Also keep in mind that tempo can be a major factor in choosing your 
Song Form; if a song is uptempo, you may need a longer Form to keep the listener engaged.


