
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation 

Chapter 17
The False Church (harlot) and the Beast System

Events recorded in this chapter span the first 3.5 years of the tribulation period, culminating in the 
destruction of the world church and beast system at mid tribulation. The World church and its 
accompanying financial system are initially an asset to the antichrist, but he grows to hate the world 
church and it’s system because they stand in the way of his proclamation that he is god.

Revelation 17:1-18(KJV) 1And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked 
with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will show unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth 
upon many waters: 

• The false church will receive punishment
• Many waters refers to many peoples and nations that embrace the false religion of the World 

church
2With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

•  Fornication in a spiritual sense – having a relationship with other gods (religions)
• Fornication in a sexual sense 
• porneuō  porn-yoo'-o to act the harlot, that is, (literally) indulge unlawful lust (of either sex), or 

(figuratively) practise idolatry:—commit (fornication).
• Sexual immorality is always prevalent in false religion. Sex with temple prostitutes as an act of 

worship was commonplace in John’s day. Today religious groups and denominations are placing 
their stamp of approval on immoral sexual activity the bible specifically forbids.

• The world religion mesmerizes it’s followers; they are fully engaged and drunken with it
3So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured 
beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns. 

• The wilderness refers to masses of people controlled by false religion (Islam)
• The scarlet colored beast is the false church, initially embraced by the antichrist and later 

destroyed by his associates.
• Seven heads are seven kingdoms – ten heads are ten rulers

4And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication:

• Exodus 28:8(NIV) 8Its skillfully woven waistband is to be like it—of one piece with the ephod and 
made with gold, and with blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and with finely twisted linen. (the 
garment worn by the high priest). 

• As related to our high priest, Jesus, blue represents his heavenly origins, scarlet the blood he 
shares with humanity, and purple – the combination of blue and scarlet – Jesus combined as all 
God and all Man. There is no blue mentioned in association with the harlot. Jesus has no role in 
the world church. Satan in fact denies that Jesus has come in the flesh.

• 1 John 4:2-3(KJV) 2Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus 

Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is 
come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it 
should come; and even now already is it in the world.

• Gold, silver, and precious stones represent the great wealth of this religion and the beast system
5And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF 
HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 

• Mystery describes the harlot as being a religion – Babylon the originator of gentile religions (tower 



of banel) and the confusion associated with religion.

 6And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: 
and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 

• The world religion is responsible, in complicity with the antichrist, for the deaths of a multitude of 
tribulation believers

• John was amazed
7And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the woman, and 
of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 

• The angel explains to John what he is seeing
8The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and go into 
perdition: and they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life 
from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.  

• Satan himself supports the harlot, the world religion
• Those who are not believers embrace the new religion

9And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman 

sitteth. 10And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when 
he cometh, he must continue a short space. 

• The harlot (religion)
• has held sway over seven kingdoms
• Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, (is at John’s time) and
•  Rome again – mortally wounded and restored as the seventh head or kingdom
• Ten horns – rulers of the revived Roman Empire – the European Union or coming United States of 

Europe will exist for a short time during the tribulation

 11And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.  
• The antichrist is the eighth kingdom, headed for destruction

12And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive 
power as kings one hour with the beast.  

• The antichrist appoints ten sub rulers over his kingdom who owe their positions to him, thus 
assuring their complete loyalty. Their authority will be short-lived.

13These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. 
14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and 
King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.  

• These ten subrulers will make the mistake of fighting against Jesus and His army-us, and will be 
utterly destroyed

15And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, and 
multitudes, and nations, and tongues.  

• Waters are a multitude of people who accept the one world religion
16And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and shall make her 
desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  

• The ten subrulers of the antichrist are jealous of the power and wealth of the harlot, the world 
church. They attack the headquarters of the world church and destroy it with fire-possibly nuclear 
weapons

17For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the 
beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled.  
18And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.



• The current location of the world church, the World Council of Churches, is Geneva Switzerland. 
Also a center of world banking and political intrigue.

• This city and the leaders of the world church will be utterly destroyed, paving the way for the 
antichrist to set up his capital in Jerusalem, enter the temple, and declare himself God.


