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This is the question that bothers our mind over the news of daily deaths due to
Corona. What disturbs the minds of Christian believers is the passing away of several
godly men and women, and also God’s Servants. Questions bombard us. Doubts arise.
Uncertainty shakes us to the core. I don’t have a satisfactory explanation. However I
share here just one or two Biblical thoughts which might help all of us.

    There’s no untimely death for a child of God. Our day of birth and the day of death
are already determined by the sovereign wisdom of God. That’s why Psalmist David
confessed, “I trust in You, O Lord, I say, ‘You are my God!’ My times are Your hand”
(Psa 31:14,15). A child of God would not die one minute before or after God’s appointed
time. God challenges us, “Can a woman forget her nursing child, and not have
compassion on the son of her womb? Surely she may forget, yet I will not forget you.
See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My hands; Your walls are continually before
Me” (Isa 49:15,16). Jesus repeated this while introducing Himself as the Good Shepherd
in John 10. Concerning us, His sheep, He promised, “I give them eternal life, and they
shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who
has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My
Father’s hand!” (vv28,29). Whether on earth or in eternity, we are safe in his hands.
While on earth, He is with us; there in Heaven we will be with Him! (Mt 28:20b; 2 Cor
5:8; 1 Thess 4:17b).

 The truth in Isaiah 57:1,2 is convincing and comforting: “Merciful men are taken
away, while no one considers that the righteous is taken away from the day of evil. He
shall enter into peace; they shall rest in their beds, each one walking in his uprightness.”
Life is a journey from birth to death! God knows which is the best time to call us Home.
He knows that one extra minute or day or year would not be best for us or our family
or the Church or the society. He knows the end from the beginning. He says, “I am
God, and there’s none like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient
times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will do all My
pleasure” (Isa 46:9,10). We are interested in the immediate, but God looks at the ultimate.
We see things in isolation, but He puts things together. Let’s confess with Paul, “All
things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according
to His purpose” (Rom 8:28).

Referring to his death or the Return of Christ, an old-time saint when he gets up in
the morning used to say, “May be today!” And when he goes to bed, “May be tonight!”

(The study Outline, “Gains of Death” in English, Tamil and Hindi, and the
88-page booklet, “How NOT to Die,” in English and Tamil, are attached to
the Online Letter 162 of 3 May 2021, for your free downloading, from the
website: StanleyOnBible.com)
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