
Sermon 40: 2 Samuel 9: David and Mephibosheth

OUTLINE

David’s faithfulness
Mephibosheth’s blessing

INTRODUCTION

If you had to pick the highlight of David’s life, what would you choose?  Some might choose 
David as a young man slaying Goliath in defence of God’s honour; some might choose 
David’s desire to build God a temple.  I would choose 2 Samuel 9 where David keeps a 
covenant and shows covenant love to Mephibosheth.  It is not David’s bravery, or wit, or 
military strategy, or good looks, or riches and success; it is not even his faith, but his mercy 
to Mephibosheth that is put on display.  This chapter stands out because it gives a 
tremendous picture of the gospel greater than any other in the life of David.  The king of 
Israel points to our Saviour King in his grace, mercy and faithfulness.  

The two points of our text revolve around the two main characters.  We want to look at 
David’s faithfulness, and Mephibosheth’s blessings.

David’s faithfulness

This whole chapter is here because 15-20 years earlier David had made a promise to 
Jonathan.  You will remember in 1 Sam. 20 when Jonathan went to Saul to try and find out 
if Saul was going to kill David, and how Jonathan committed to shoot arrows to 
communicate the news to David.  On that occasion David made a covenant with Jonathan 
not to kill Jonathan or his family when he became king. 1 Sam. 20:13-16, ‘But should it 
please my father to do you harm, the LORD do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not 
disclose it to you and send you away, that you may go in safety. May the LORD be with you,
as he has been with my father.  If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of the LORD, 
that I may not die; and do not cut off your steadfast love from my house forever, when the 
LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from the face of the earth."  And Jonathan
made a covenant with the house of David, saying, "May the LORD take vengeance on 
David's enemies."’  Here was David well established, possibly thinking about how God had 
kept His covenant, or perhaps David was just reminiscing about his old friend Jonathan, and
he remembered the promise he had made.  V1, ‘And David said, "Is there still anyone left of
the house of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan's sake?"’  

David called for the headservant of Saul’s house Ziba to enquire, v2-3, ‘Now there was a 
servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David. And the 
king said to him, "Are you Ziba?" And he said, "I am your servant."  And the king said, "Is 
there not still someone of the house of Saul, that I may show the kindness of God to him?" 
Ziba said to the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet."’  Now Ziba 
we are told has 15 sons and 20 servants, this is an indication of his wealth.  It seems that 
he had been doing quite well for himself being left in charge of Saul’s house.  The return of 
an heir would have demoted him and put him back into the servants role.  This will become 
important later on when false accusations are raised against Mephibosheth by Ziba.     

And so we meet Mephibosheth.  You will remember the story of how after Saul and 
Jonathan died how the nurse looking Mephibosheth dropped him while fleeing making him 
lame.  His name Mephibosheth means exterminator of shame, it seems though that is a 



later renaming of him as he is also known as Merib-Baal which means contender with Baal.  
It appears this name became unpopular and the other name preferred.  

Mephibosheth is summoned and he does not know what is going to happen, v6, ‘And 
Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid 
homage. And David said, "Mephibosheth!" And he answered, "Behold, I am your servant."’  
David responds with the faithfulness we want to focus on, v7, ‘And David said to him, "Do 
not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore
to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always."’  

The key to understanding David’s actions is the word ‘hesed.’  This word appears in v1, 3, 
and 7.  The ESV translates it as ‘kindness’ but that does not completely grasp what it is.  
This is covenant love, steadfast love, it is used of God’s faithfulness to His promises when 
He loves His people. 

What is so striking about David’s promise is that David is keeping a covenant that he made 
to his number one rival for the throne.  Politically speaking this was a foolish thing to do, to 
make a promise to keep the son and grandchildren of the king you are replacing alive.  
Mephibosheth is a blood descendant of Saul, David has fought a 7 year civil war against Ish-
bosheth for this very reason.  But this is what puts on display the nature of David’s 
faithfulness, that despite it being politically disadvantageous, despite the fact there were still
some sympathisers with Saul, he keeps his promise.

We have a great summary of what David is doing in Psalm 15v4, ‘who swears to his own 
hurt and does not change.’  This is a psalm that is describing those who are going to 
heaven, those who can ascend the hill of the Lord and approach Him in worship.  It gives a 
list of virtues that the righteous exemplify.  There are many false worshippers, but those 
who are righteous show their faith to be real.  But notice the way a righteous person keeps 
his word, if he makes a promise he will keep it, he will not change.  Does this sound a little 
bit like Numbers 23:19, ‘God is not man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should 
change his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not fulfill 
it?’  David is imitating His God.  We are made in God’s image and God tells the truth, He 
cannot lie, He cannot break a promise, and it is truth and integrity and honesty that we 
pursue.  When we are saved from the father of lies, from the deceptions that we once 
believed as our minds were blinded by lies.  When we were set free by the truth, we 
realised that we are made in God’s image to speak to a world that is constantly being lied 
to, and to keep our word when no one else is being faithful.

An important application in our times is to honour the promises and vows we make in 
marriage.  B. B. Warfield is a well known evangelical scholar who defended the doctrine of 
the inspiration of Scripture.  ‘What is not so well-known is the tale of his marriage.  Warfield 
was pursuing studies in Leipzig, Germany, in 1876-77.  This time also doubled as a 
honeymoon with his wife Annie.  They were on a walking tour in the Harz Mountains when 
tey were caught in a terrific thunderstorm.  The experience was such a shock to Annie that 
she never fully recovered, becoming more or less an invalid for life.  Warfield only left her 
for his seminary duties, but never for more than two hours at a time. His world was entirely 
limited to Princeton and to the care of his wife.  For thirty-nine years.’1  God makes a 
promise and does not change, we are to reflect this fidelity in our marriages and all our 
obligations.    

1 David, p102.



You always wonder how a person wakes up one morning and says, ‘I would like to show the
kindness of God to the family of those who took away my job, my wife, my career, who 
chased me around the desert and who have tried to kill me.’  The key is found in those 
words, ‘the kindness of God’ from v3.  David did not merely want to show kindness, he 
wanted to show the kindness of God.  What does this betray?  It reveals to us that David 
knew the kindness of God and because he had been so spoilt by God he wanted to measure
it out to another.  We all shy away from those actions that might not serve our own ends, 
we can’t help it our sinful reflexes are well trained.  But if we want to overcome those 
desires to withdraw our hands from serving others when it hurts, we must consider the 
kindness of God to us.  It is the parental hushing that quiets our selfish bawling.  And so 
David kept his word even though it could cause him harm.  

Mephibosheth’s blessings

Next we want to consider Mephibosheth.  In Ancient Near Eastern terms Mephibosheth was 
a very blessed individual.  It was the custom of the new king to put to death the blood 
relatives of the old king in order to stabilise his throne.  I imagine that this thought was 
dominating his mind when he was brought to appear before David.  Put yourself in his shoes
for a moment.  Here is a man who had lived as a cripple, and who now thought he was 
going to be put to death.  But then David assures him, v7, ‘And David said to him, "Do not 
fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to 
you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always."’  What a turn 
around, a man who has had to live in hiding, in obscurity and shame is brought into court 
life.  A man of privileged birth who had lost them all, and then has them restored.  A man 
who had lost his father at the age of 5 being counted and treated as a son of the king as he
is invited to the king’s family table to sit with the princes and princesses of Israel.  Not only 
did David preserve his life as promised, he gave him riches, position, insured his livelihood 
through the work of Ziba, and treated him as family.  

Does any of this sound familiar?  It should it is a graphic picture of restoring grace.  There 
are many parallels to our own predicament and restoration.  We were born to royalty in 
Adam, but we became enemies of God through his sin.  We are lame in ourselves.  We 
should have died under the justice of God but we were spared, God showed us mercy.  
Mephibosheth was spared due to a covenant between David and Jonathan, we are saved 
because of God’s covenant as Trinity before creation.  The great difference is that God did 
not overlook our sins, we were guilty and deserving of death, but instead of killing us He 
sent His Son to die our death to save us and satisfy the demands of His law.  God forsook 
His own Son to makes sons of us and bring us into His family and to His family table.  God 
has also gone beyond what David did for Mephibosheth in that we are not merely treated as
sons, we become sons and have a share in the royal inheritance.  

Here is another picture of God’s goodness to us in Christ, it is the story of William Herschel, 
17-38-1822.  ‘As a young boy growing up in Hanover, Germany, Herschel loved listening to 
the military music.  Eventually he joined a military band.  But when the nation went to war, 
he found himself marching into battle, totally unprepared for the horrors of war.  During a 
period of intense fighting he deserted his unit and fled from the field of battle.  The penalty 
for desertion was death, so Herschel could no longer remain in Germany.  He fled to 
England to pursue further studies in music and science.  Eventually he became a famous 
man, renowned throughout Europe for his musical abilities as well as his scientific 
discoveries.
William Herschel had left his past behind him, and for many years he gave little thought to 
the death sentence that remained over him.  But then another German arrived in Britain: 



George, head of the house of Hanover, crowned King of England.  King George knew the 
secret of Herschel’s past and summoned him to appear before the royal court.  With great 
trepidation, the scientist arrived at the palace, where he was told to wait in a chamber 
outside the throne room.  Finally, one of the king’s servants brought Herschel a document.  
Anxiously, he opened it and read the following words: ‘I, George, pardon you for your past 
offenses against our native land.’2  The document also said that because of his outstanding 
contributions to music and science he was to become Sir William Herschel, and he went on 
to become a friend of the king as well.  

Criminals, sinners, prostitutes, cripples, you name it, God restores us to Himself.      

2 Ryken, p97.


