
“A Confessing Community: Studies in the Sola 5 Confession of Faith” 

Lesson 39: The Sola 5 Confession of Faith 8.4 

Christians are members of one another by virtue of their union with Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12–27); 
therefore, participation in the fellowship of the body of Christ through the local church is one of the 

believer’s greatest privileges and responsibilities (Psalm 84; Hebrews 10:25). This fellowship is one of the 
most important means of proclaiming Christ to the world (John 17:21), as well as one of the believer’s 

primary sources of preservation, comfort and edification (Hebrews 3:13; 1 John 4:12). 

(Sola 5 Confession 8.4) 

Professing Christians sometimes use the unity of all believers everywhere in Christ to resist the notion of 
joining themselves to a particular local church. The Confession recognises this universal union of believers 
in Christ but still argues for the need for believers to participate in meaningful fellowship in the context of 
a local church. 

Our society is one that prizes independence and autonomy. People love the notion of harmonious 
community, as long as it does not come at the expense of independence and autonomy. Within the church, 
the quest for autonomy cannot be ultimate, for God has designed the church to be a community of 
complementary interdependence. 

The Confession affirms that Christians are members of one another by virtue of their union with Christ. The 
supplied proof text (1 Corinthians 12:12–27) is Paul’s treatise on the church as a body. Briefly talk about 
the helpfulness of the body imagery when it comes to Christian interdependence.   

    

    

    

    

Paul’s imagery of a body applies equally to the universal and the local church. Explain how this is so. 

The universal church:    

    

    

    

The local church:    

    

    

    

Interdependence is God’s design and, in his design, produces unity within the church. Sadly, unity is not 
the first thing that many people think of when it comes to the church. Why is this?   

    

    

    

What are some practical things that a local church can do to guard unity?    
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Psalm 84:    

    

    

Hebrews 10:25:    

    

    

Citing John 17:21, the Confession highlights that this fellowship is one of the most important means of 
proclaiming Christ to the world. In what sense will unified fellowship proclaim Christ to the world?   

    

    

    

What is the risk, then, if the church does not display true Christian unity?    

    

    

Can you think of areas in which the broader church is guilty of disunity? Think here particularly of areas in 
which disunity might be obvious to a watching world.    

    

    

    

Local church fellowship is also one of the believer’s primary sources of preservation, comfort and 
edification. Consider the supplied texts and then, in general terms, talk about how local church fellowship 
aids the believer’s preservation, comfort, and edification. 

Preservation:    

    

    

Comfort:    

    

    

Edification:    

    

    

What are some of the dangers of isolating oneself from the church?    

    

    

    


