
Sermon 5: 1 Kings 3:1-15: Solomon, the Sinful Saint 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Sinful saints, who are a mix of belief and worship and trust and obedience; yet who are also 
inconsistent, disobedient, unwise and compromising are a valuable encouragement in 
scripture.  Not only because we see how God’s grace is bigger than our failures, but also 
because we get to see how sin works in the fallen heart.  Solomon is one of the bigger 
saints with big sins and his life is incredibly instructive.  We are early on in the reign of 
Solomon, and the benefit of studying the early years is because the trajectory for a person’s 
life is set early on.  The way you work in highschool, the way you conduct yourself in 
courtship, the way you do your chores at home will all shape who you will become.  If you 
allow seeds of laziness, dishonesty, or disregard take root, this will grow a rich crop of 
destruction later on in your life.  Likewise if you cultivate diligence, honesty and selflessness, 
this will set you up well for life.  This is not to say that a person can’t change for the better 
or worse later on, but the saying is true, well begun is half done.   
 
Solomon’s life was one of great accomplishments, and great sins.  The benefit of studying 
his life is that we have recorded for us the seeds of both his sins and his greatness.  1 Kings 
3:1-15 reveals the mix of good and bad that will bear fruit a hundredfold later on in his life.  
Already we have highlighted the importance of starting right and rooting our sin when it is 
small; already we are thinking about present patterns of sin and how they may have begun 
in our lives; if you are a young person here today you should take special care to see how 
things develop in Solomon’s life as they will help you to see how you ought to live today.  
Let us look then at the small beginnings which yielded big results in his life.  We will look 
firstly at the bad and then the good. 
 
Seeds of sin 
 
This is the chapter that commends Solomon more than any other, is also recounts the 
dream where Solomon humbly asks for wisdom to lead God’s people.  This chapter gives us 
a clear view of the best in Solomon, but it begins with those small compromises that will be 
his downfall later on.  V1-3, ‘ Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt. 
He took Pharaoh's daughter and brought her into the city of David until he had finished 
building his own house and the house of the LORD and the wall around Jerusalem.2 The 
people were sacrificing at the high places, however, because no house had yet been built for 
the name of the LORD.  Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his 
father, only he sacrificed and made offerings at the high places.’  Already three things are 
highlighted for us that will be a great source of trouble, unholy marriages; the building of his 
own house, and unregulated worship.   
 
‘Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh King of Egypt.’  God’s instructions to his 
people is very clear, do not be unequally yolked together with unbelievers, Ex. 34:12-16, 
‘Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you go, lest it 
become a snare in your midst.13 You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and 
cut down their Asherim14 (for you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God),15 lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and 



when they whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of 
his sacrifice,16 and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore 
after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods.’  This teaching is not limited to 
the OT, Paul repeats it in 1 Cor. 7:39 where he tells widows to remarry who they wish, ‘only 
in the Lord.’   
 
Solomon was to be a man to bring in peace, but instead of obeying God and allowing God to 
bring the results, Solomon indulged in worldly pragmatism employing sinful means to bring 
about good ends.  This matter of being unequally yolked has been a conversation I have 
had numerous times and every time I have it, the person, both men and women, insist that 
they are strong enough, that they might very well be used of God to convert the unbeliever.  
Solomon is a very blatant warning about what usually happens, 11:1-8, ‘Now King Solomon 
loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: Moabite, Ammonite, 
Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women,2 from the nations concerning which the LORD had 
said to the people of Israel, "You shall not enter into marriage with them, neither shall they 
with you, for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods." Solomon clung to these 
in love.3 He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his 
heart.4 For when Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his 
heart was not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father.5 For 
Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the 
abomination of the Ammonites.6 So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and 
did not wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done.7 Then Solomon built a high 
place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the 
Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem.8 And so he did for all his foreign wives, 
who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods.’  1 Cor. 15:33, ‘Do not be deceived: "Bad 
company ruins good morals."’  One day a lady came to Spurgeon about a male friend who 
was an unbeliever and she spoke about how confident she was about God using her to save 
him.  Spurgeon stood on a chair and asked which is easier, for him to pull her up or her to 
pull him down?  Solomon was the wisest man on the earth; do you think you are wiser than 
him?  This wrong choice early on in his life set the course for the rest of his life.     
 
The second seed was Solomon’s fixation on building his own house.  Here it sounds quite 
innocent, but it will become apparent that Solomon ends up spending more resources on his 
own house than he does on the house of the Lord.  The problem here is that Solomon has 
been appointed by God to do what David could not, to build God a temple, Solomon’s major 
purpose becomes of secondary importance as he pursues building his own house.  His 
pursuit of wealth and large estates will result in him enslaving his own people to do his 
bidding.  In fact the economic hardship and oppression will become so great from Solomon 
taxing and indenturing his people that a civil war will break out and Israel will be split into 
north and south. 
 
The third problem mentioned is the one of sacrificing on the high places.  In Kings the ‘high 
places’ are very negative and associated with idolatry.  What happened was that the people 
of Israel influenced by the Canaanites syncretised the worship of YHWH with the idols of the 
nations and their worship took place on the high places.  Deut. 12:2-4, ‘You shall surely 
destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served their gods, on 
the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.3 You shall tear down their 
altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You shall chop down 
the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of that place.4 You shall not 
worship the LORD your God in that way.’  Various kings are criticised for not destroying the 
high places.  And although Solomon is credited with loving God, v3, there is the 
qualification, ‘only he made offerings and made sacrifices at the high places.’   



He did not guard his heart when it came to women, to money and to how he worshipped 
God in conformity with His requirements.  A casual, or pragmatic, or following the crowd 
approach on these matters set Solomon up for more costly compromises later on.  The thing 
to understand is that sin starts small and grows; it does not come on full grown.  Solomon 
did not leap straight into accumulating 300 wives and 700 concubines, it started with being 
attracted to a pretty girl who by marrying would bring the benefit of political peace with 
Egypt.  How is your heart?  Is your life guarded against these ‘little’ sins?  How are you 
rationalising them?  Do you see them as ok because they are beneficial like marrying 
Pharaoh’s daughter?  Do you see them as allowable like overindulging in building a house 
because you are also building the Lord a house, a bit for Him, justifies small indulgences of 
sin for you?  Are you following the crowd like Solomon did in worshipping like everyone else 
on the high places instead of before the ark, which Solomon does do later on in v15?  
Beware of the little sins and the small reasonable compromises, these were the wisest man 
in the world’s undoing.   
 
Roots of greatness 
 
As we look at the good in Solomon, we are told in v3, ‘Solomon loved the Lord.’  This exact 
commendation is given of no other person in Scripture.  The full statement says, ‘Solomon 
loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of David his father.’  Solomon’s love for God was 
real and it issued in Solomon respecting his father and obeying his godly advice.  Love 
issued in action and obedience. V4 recounts that Solomon worshipped sacrificially by 
offering 1000 burnt offerings.  True love is not measured by emotion, though emotion may 
fuel it, love shows itself true towards God in obedience and sacrifice.  Solomon we are told 
had a genuine love for God.   
 
The central concern of this section though is Solomon’s request for wisdom.  We are told in 
v5 that when Solomon went to sacrifice at the great high place in Gibeon, the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream.  We must understand God’s visit to Solomon as an act of grace despite 
the fact that he worshipping at a high place, and not an act of condoning the use of high 
places.  God says to Solomon, ‘Ask what I shall give you.’ 
 
Have you ever thought about what you would wish for if God would grant you one?  This is 
Solomon’s test.  And he passes this test, v6-9, ‘And Solomon said, "You have shown great 
and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept 
for him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day.7 
And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, 
although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in.8 And your servant 
is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be 
numbered or counted for multitude.9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to 
govern your people, that I may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern 
this your great people?"’   
 
Solomon’s response has three key ingredients, the first is a praise filled appreciation for 
God’s gracious and powerful promise keeping.  God’s covenant faithfulness to David, and 
the fact that God’s will has eventuated in Solomon being king in fulfilment of the promises 
made makes Solomon bold to ask for something that would equip him for the task God has 
brought about.  Solomon’s request is firmly grounded in the understanding that he is in 
God’s will.  It is much like the church asking for boldness to preach the gospel God has sent 
Christ to make available.  When we pray in line with God’s gracious purposes, there can be a 
certain expectation of an answer.   



 
Secondly, Solomon models humility.  He is fully aware of the importance of his task and 
what a high thing it is to be put in a position of authority over God’s people, and instead of 
letting this go to his head instead he refers to himself as a little child who does not know 
how to turn a door handle.  His confidence that God wants him there does not mean he 
does recognise his need for God to equip for the task he has been called to.   
 
Thirdly, Solomon asks for the gift that keeps on giving—wisdom, it would be like us asking 
for neverending wishes. 
 
God was pleased and responded, v11-14, ‘And God said to him, "Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have 
asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right,12 behold, I now do according to 
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been 
before you and none like you shall arise after you.13 I give you also what you have not 
asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days.14 
And if you will walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will lengthen your days."’   
 
God was pleased by what he did not ask for.  Solomon did not ask for what Christians today 
are hankering after, long-life (health); riches (wealth), lives of your enemies (victory and 
success).  Solomon was genuinely seeking that which would make him a better servant of 
God not that which would make his life easier or happier.  This is how Jesus puts it in Matt. 
6:33, ‘But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be 
added to you.’  We are not kings, but we can pray like a king.  If we will pray remembering 
God’s faithfulness and willingness to see His will done; if we will remember our dependence 
upon God and come humbly; if we will ask for that which equips us to serve God better, 
then we too can expect answers to prayer.  James puts it this way, 1:5-8, ‘If any of you 
lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be 
given him.6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave 
of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.7 For that person must not suppose that he 
will receive anything from the Lord;8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.’   
 
Solomon received the wisdom he asked for.  As we go through his life we will have to 
explore the difference between knowing what the right thing is and doing it, but Solomon 
was graciously answered by the Lord and is willing to answer us when we request wisdom 
as well.  Solomon did not regret this request and the book of proverbs and ecclesiastes is 
testimony to the wisdom he wants all of us to search after.   
 
Do you seek wisdom today?  Where can it be found?  Some think that science has the 
wisdom we need, but science can only tell you what is, and this incorrectly depending which 
lens it is looking through, and not the why or ought. C S Lewis spoke of the inability of 
science to answer life’s big questions this way, ‘If I swallow the scientific cosmology as a 
whole (that excludes a rational, personal God), then not only can I not fit in Christianity, but 
I cannot even fit in science.  If minds are wholly dependent on brains, and brains on 
biochemistry, and biochemistry (in the long run) on the meaningless flux of atoms, I cannot 
understand how the thought of those minds should have any more significance than the 
sound of the wind in the trees.’  We can look around at all the so called disciplines, but Paul 
tells us in Col. 2:3 that Christ is the one ‘in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.’  With Christ all things make sense without Christ they do not.  Once again Lews 
puts it well.  ‘Christian theology can fit in science, art, morality, and the sub-Christian 
religions.  The scientific point of view cannot fit in any of these things, not even science 



itself.  I believe in Christianity as I believe that the Sun has risen not only because I see it 
but because by it I see everything else.’   
 
One greater than Solomon is here, this is God become man, Jesus Christ, He is the way, the 
truth and the life, and no one can come to the Father but by Him.  If you seek wisdom, then 
seek Christ.                                 


