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1

Preachers & People

(An Introduction)

Years ago, in his Revival classic, Why Revival Tarries,
Leonard Ravenhill wrote, “As the Church goes, so goes the
world!” I would dare to add, “As the world goes, so goes the
Church!” Applying this to Preachers and People, I would
say, “Preachers make people; and people make preachers!”
“Like people, like priest” (Hos 4:9). Followership in-
fluences leadership; and leadership influences follow-
ership (Isa 24:2).

Both preachers and people are responsible for the
lukewarmness in the Church of today. However, God
primarily holds the preachers responsible for the
backsliding of the Church. Preachers here include all
Christian workers and leaders.

God holds the leaders accountable as “watchmen”
over the people (Isa 62:6; Jer 6:17; Ezek 3:17; 33:7; Nah
3:18). That’s why Apostle Paul admonished the Elders of
the Ephesian Church to “watch” over the Lord’s flock
(Acts 20:28-31). When these leaders fail in their duty,
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see how much God is upset: “His watchmen are blind...
ignorant... dumb dogs... sleeping... greedy dogs...
shepherds who cannot understand” (Isa 56:10-12).

Whether it’s blessing or curse, the channel is usually
the leadership. When leaders are revived, joy is restored
to the people (Psa 85:6). When leaders lose the God-
given vision, people perish (Prov 29:18). Jesus sent His
letters to the seven Churches through the respective
leaders, each of them called an “angel” (Rev 2 & 3). All
the New Testament Epistles contain exhortations to the
leaders. Four of the Epistles were addressed exclusively
to the leaders (1 Tim, 2 Tim, Tit, 3 Jn).

God’s people are very precious to Him. They are His
“own” and they are a “special treasure” to Him (Ex 19:5).
Moses declared, “The Lord’s portion is His people” (Dt
32:9). He takes “pleasure” in them (Psa 149:4). He is
proud to say, “They shall be My people, and I will be their
God!” (Lev 26:12). The words, “My people,” occur simply
too many times in the Bible. Browse thro’ them with the
help of a Bible Concordance. The words “My people” do
not just mean the Israelites; they refer to all who believe
on Christ and worship the living God (2 Cor 6:16; Rev
21:3). He is keen on comforting His people (Isa 40:1;
49:13; 52:9). He sent Jesus Christ as the First Com-
forter, and the Holy Spirit as the Second Comforter.
Though He would punish His people for their
disobedience, He would ultimately become “zealous” for
them (Joel 2:18). He repeatedly has said, “My people
shall never be put to shame” (vv 26,27).

This is why God gets angry with the preachers who
lead His people astray. See how many “woes” Jesus
pronounced on the religious leaders of His day because
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they cheated and exploited the people (Mt 23). God says
that He is “against” the shepherds who do not feed the
flock but feed on the flock (Ezek 34:1-10). God’s people
are a flock purchased with “His own blood” (Acts 20:28).
Can any of their overseers be slack? Oh for more
preachers like Paul who would pour out themselves for
the welfare of the people! (2 Cor 12:14,15). They will
consider themselves as parents to God’s people (Phil 2:17).
During His earthly ministry, the greatest worry of Jesus
was the “sheep without a shepherd” (Mk 6:34).

One of the plagues in the Church today is doctrinal
deception. Jesus and the Apostles warned people
against false preachers and prophets in the strongest
possible terms. They are compared to “wolves” (Mt 7:15;
10:16; Lk 10:3; Acts 20:29), “dogs” (Phil 3:2), and “brute
beasts” (2 Pet 2:12). And people who are influenced by
them are said to be “bewitched” (Gal 3:1).

Wanted preachers who would preach nothing but the
Bible, exalt none but Christ, and glorify none but God!
Wanted preachers who would not adulterate the Word of
God for monetary gain (Mic 3:11; 2 Cor 2:17; Phil 3:17-19;
Acts 20:27,33)! Wanted preachers whose sole aim would
be to equip God’s people and make everyone of them a
minister for God (Eph 4:11-13)! Wanted preachers who
would walk the talk (2 Tim 3:10)!

In this book the word “preachers” refers to anyone in
Christian leadership, whatever be the ministerial calling.
The word “people” refers to both believers and unbelievers,
but more specifically the believers. That’s why the subtitle
goes like this: “Messages to the leadership and the
followership in the Church.” Unlike the other books on
leadership, this book is not a character study on
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leadership or a series of articles on this subject. Rather it is
a collection of various articles which have some relevance
to those who lead and those who are led. As such, you can
pick up any chapter at random to read.

In 1969 I had the privilege of attending a Pastors
Seminar in Chennai, India, led by the British Bible
Teacher, Dr. Selwyn Hughes (1928-2006) of the daily
devotional, Every Day With Jesus. In a session chaired by
Pastor G. Sundaram (1909-1989) of the Apostolic
Christian Assembly, he said, “Dr. Selwyn Hughes is a
Pastor to Pastors, a Preacher to Preachers, and a Leader to
Leaders!” As a 23-year old student, I was tremendously
challenged by this statement. I prayed, “Lord, teach me to
teach those who can teach others!” That day I committed
myself to any kind of hard work through which I can learn
lessons on leadership with hands on plough. The gracious
Lord, in His providence, enabled me over the years to teach
in Ministerial Efficiency Programmes, Young Leaders
Training Camps, Youth Workers Seminars, Shepherds
Training Camps, Pastors Conferences, Missionaries
Retreats, Discipleship Training Camps, Preach Better
Seminars, Sound Doctrine Seminars, and the like. The
contents of this book are the cream of what I preached and
taught in these gatherings. The fruits of these efforts are
fruitful trees planted all over the world as Pastors,
Preachers, Teachers, Evangelists, Missionaries and
Leaders. To God be the glory!
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Men God Seeks

There is always a scarcity for the right kind of men in
the Church for God to fulfill His purposes on earth. We
cannot do anything without God, and God will not do
anything without us. Fellowship and partnership are God’s
eternal principles. The people of Israel were crying out to
God in agony in Egyptian bondage for nearly 400 years, but
God did not do a thing for them until He found a man—
Moses. And it took another 80 years to get him prepared
and ready. God never operates in haste. His work will suffer
until He finds the right man. Four kinds of men are
desperately needed in the Church worldwide.

1. Saints
True the New Testament calls all the redeemed children

of God as saints. But the need is for those whose profession
and practice agree, whose belief and behaviour do not
differ, whose standing and state do not radically contradict.
Apostle John in his mature years of walk with the Lord
wrote, “Let no one deceive you. He who practises righteous-
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ness is righteous, just as He is righteous” (1 Jn 3:7).
God is interested in presenting practical models of His
righteousness, holiness and image before a world deformed
by sin. Apostle Paul calls these models as epistles of Christ
(2 Cor 3:2).

Attractive Christians are few today. Saintly living  has
become rare. Do what everyone does! — This has become
the norm of even Christians. Very few dare to be a Daniel —
dare to be different — dare to even defy the King’s order in
order to preserve personal piety. Very few flee like Joseph
from the place of temptation even if it would mean mis-
understanding, loss of job, and imprisonment. Bribery,
corruption, court cases, casteism, etc., are commonplace
in Churches — be it any denomination, Pentecostal or non-
Pentecostal.  Saints are not saintly. The devil rejoices over
the situation.

Even organizing more prayer or improving the methods
is not the way to get back the lost glory. When Joshua fell
down on his face before God over the defeat at Ai, God said,
“Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? Israel has
sinned ...Sanctify the people!” (Josh 7:6,10,13).

Wanted young men to arise and bury Ananias and
Sapphira (Acts 5:5,6,9,10). There is so much of rubbish
and dead matter to be removed from our lives and the
Church. Let’s repent so the fragrance of His knowledge may
diffuse through us in every place (2 Cor 2:14).

2. Supplicators
Prophet Isaiah laments, “God saw that there was no

man, and wondered that there was no intercessor” (Isa
59:16). Again in 64:7, “There is no one who calls on Your
name, who stirs himself up to take hold of You.” The Lord
spoke through Ezekiel, “I sought for a man among them
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Priest Eli tells little Samuel,
“If He calls you, you must say,

“Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears!”
(1 Sam 3:9)
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who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before Me on
behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found
no one” (Ezek 22:30).

The power-failure in the Church is due to prayer-failure.
Churches which boast of their Sunday morning attendance
must bemoan the attendance in the midweek prayer
meeting. Even prayer meetings have more of preaching,
planning and partying than praying. The art of preaching is
taught, but who teaches the art of praying — in Church or
seminary? Preachers are interested to get people write to
them for prayer (Let’s not question the intentions here!),
but who teaches the people pray themselves through
situations? The Biblical prescription is, “Is anyone among
you suffering? Let him pray” (Js 5:13). There is nothing
wrong in helping others in sickness and sorrow (Js 5:14),
but we preachers have an awesome responsibility of
producing God-dependent warriors and not preacher-
dependent weaklings.

Several ministries are duplicated but there is still no
competition for the ministry of prayer. More than once the
Lord has convicted me of being too busy with the things of
the Lord to find time to be with Him in solitary prayer.
There had been great blessings in all these years of my
preaching but I am also aware of the blunders I’ve
committed, invariably because of lack of private prayer.
When leaders neglect personal prayer they cause
unspeakable harm to the ministry, the fellow-workers and
the people. Let’s restudy the prayer life of Bible leaders.
Abraham is the father of all those who believe. He was a
mighty intercessor (Gen 18:20-24,32). Moses led God’s
people out of Egypt and there was no prophet greater than
him. He was a mighty intercessor (Ex 32:30-32). Paul was
perhaps the greatest of all apostles. He was a mighty
intercessor (Rom 9:1-3;10:1). There is no other way.
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3. Soulwinners
God continues to be calling, “Whom shall I send? Who

will go for Us?” (Isa 6:8). The Lord laments, “The harvest
truly is great but the labourers are few” (Lk 10:2). As one
involved in missions for many years it is my painful
observation that the Church is increasing  in the number of
supporters of missionary work rather than personal soul-
winners. Supporters are necessary, but think of a Church
hall full of pillars! Both pastors and mission leaders are
responsible for this condition. In my early twenties (1968-
70) I was attending a “spiritual” Church regularly for nearly
two years. I don’t remember to have ever heard the pastor
challenging us once for soulwinning. There were no
soulwinners’ training classes. He never recommended a
manual on soulwinning.

Missions are mushrooming and missionaries are
multiplying. This is good but we cannot get the country
evangelized until every Christian is made a soulwinner.
There seems to be no other secret for the success of the
mission of the early Church. Thank God for the several
pulpit evangelists He has raised in India these days. Let
Christians gather around them to help in their crusades
and programmes. But the evangelist fails in his calling if he
fails to scatter his supporters into the streets to go out-
where-the-sinners-are for personal witnessing. Jesus the
Evangelist made His followers fishers of men (Mt 4:19). “He
... gave some to be ... evangelists ... for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry” (Eph 4:11,12). Dear friend,
if you know the joy of personal soulwinning, you will never
exchange it for anything!

4. Succourers
A world of suffering stands in need of comforters

everywhere. God who perfectly understood this sent His
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Son as the First Comforter and His Spirit as the Second
Comforter. What a thought to realize that both the Gifts of
God — the Gift to the world and the Gift to the Church —
are to minister His comfort! “Comfort, yes, comfort My
people,” says God (Isa 40:1). There is no shortage of critics.
But where are the comforters? Jesus in prophecy says,
“Reproach has broken my heart, and I am full of heaviness;
I looked for someone to take pity, but there was none; and
for comforters, but I found none!” (Psa 69:20). “I looked, but
there was no one to help, and I wondered that there was no
one to uphold” (Isa 63:5).

The message of the Bible is comfort. Someone counted
366 “Fear-not’s” in the Bible. The Bible ends with the
comforting words, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with you all.” Let’s be filled with the Scriptures and the
Spirit of Jesus to speak the word of comfort to restore
crushed spirits, revive broken hearts and renew troubled
minds. The rich man who went to hell had failed to comfort
the poor Lazarus at his doorstep. Those who failed to help
and comfort the hungry, the sick, the naked, the outcast
and the imprisoned will be sent to eternal damnation (Mt
25:41-46). People naturally flock in large numbers to
meetings where a message of comfort is preached. Let our
eyes and hands be anointed with the compassion of Jesus.
We can never help or comfort people too much. “Blessed
are the merciful!” (Mt 5:7)

Will you be a man God seeks?
Give yourself to practical righteousness, intercessory

prayer, personal soulwinning and the ministry of comfort.
The Lord will be pleased and the world will be blessed. Your
reward in Heaven will be great!
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3

Where are the True Prophets?

Prophets are a special gift of the resurrected Lord to the
Church (Eph 4:11). They are  foundational ministers in the
New Testament (Eph 2:20). But there is a flood of pseudo
prophets moving around today confusing God’s people and
contradicting the true work of the Lord. We should not be
surprised at this because the Lord and the apostles have
already predicted it. Jesus: “Beware of false prophets, who
come to you in sheep’s clothing... MANY will say to Me in
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your
Name? I will declare to them, I never knew you!” (Mt
7:15,22,23). John: “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but
test the spirits, whether they are of God; because MANY
false prophets have gone out into the world” (1 Jn 4:1).

About John the Baptist Jesus testified, “Among those
born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the
Baptist” (Lk 7:28). When I began to compare some of our
modern prophets with him, I was ashamed and grieved
over the difference and degradation. I have tabulated my
observations here —
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John the Baptist Some Modern Prophets

1. He was filled with the They communicate with
Holy Spirit, even from the spirits of men who
his mother’s womb have gone to the tomb.
                      (Lk 1:15).

2. The Word of God Many of their revelations
    came to him (Lk 3:2). contradict the written

Word of God.
3. He was a wilderness- They are city-lovers,

dweller, dead to the hunting for recognition
lust for popularity and lusting limelight.
                       (Mt 3:1).

4. He was a voice — from They are an echo—of
              God (Jn 1:23). someone of similar brand.

5. He did not seek pulpits, They are pulpit-mongers
but people sought him and they soft-pedal while
and so his message was preaching lest they lose
uncompromising the second invitation.
                    (Mt 3:5,6).

6. He preached, “Repent!” They preach, “Rejoice!”
                       (Mt 3:1).

7. When people heard When people hear them
him they confessed they congratulate them.
        their sins (Mt 3:6).

8. He foretold the soon- They predict fortune and
coming judgment and prosperity and warm
warned the hearers their hearers.
                     (Mt 3:10).

9. He called the unrepen- They flatter the
tant religious leaders backslidden bishops
as Brood of Vipers and powerless priests
                       (Mt 3:7). with lying words.
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John the Baptist:
“He must increase, but I must decrease!”

(Jn 3:30)



20

10. He bore witness of They boast about the
the Light of the World visions of angels.
          (Jn 1:29; Mt 3:12).

11. He presented Jesus as the They proclaim Jesus
Sin-bearer and Sanctifier merely as a Problem
          (Jn 1:29; Mt 3:12). Solver.

12. He did not perform any They are interested in
miracle but prepared a miracles but leave the
people for the Lord people unchanged.
   (Jn 10:41; Lk 1:16,17).

13. He told the people to give They ask people to send
away 50% of their wealth their tithes to them if
       to the poor (Lk 3:11). they want a blessing.

14. He warned the tax- They bless tax-evaders
collectors and soldiers and black-moneyed
against corruption and businessmen to
covetousness (Lk 3:12-14). prosper still.

15. He rebuked a king They congratulate corrupt
for the sin of adultery politicians, and even
                   (Lk 3:19,20). bribe them for a favour.

16. He pointed people to They attract people
Christ and let them go towards themselves,
                   (Jn 1:35-37). serving as mediators

between God and man.
17. He said, “He (Jesus) They project themselves

must increase, but in the Name of Jesus.
I must decrease” (Jn 3:30).

18. He taught His They tell their followers to
disciples to pray write to them for
                        (Lk 11:1). everything—of course

enclosing an offering!
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19. He was simple in They live so pompously and
diet and dress luxuriously that the simple
                  (Mt 3:4). believers are confused.

20. He was prisoned They are praised and
and guillotined garlanded!
                (Mt 6:27).

Beloved, Don’t take this study as a criticism but realize
how much ministries have deteriorated. We need to weep
before the Lord as Paul did concerning the false ministers
(Phil 3:18,19). And men of God with backbone should fear
no man but expose the false and pull out the people from
the sedation and seduction of the Bible-contradicting and
world-pleasing preachers and prophets!

“God, have mercy on our generation!”
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4

Miracles we Need

Our God  is a God of miracles. The Bible is a Book of
miracles. The ministry of Christ abounded with miracles.
One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to the Church is “the
working of miracles” (1 Cor 12:10). The early Church in its
life and ministry witnessed miracles. God has never
changed. His power is still the same. But there is an
important observation. There are several ministries today
claiming miracle power. But by miracles they mostly mean
physical healings only. Though healing is definitely a
miracle, the Bible differentiates between “gifts of healings”
and “working of miracles” (1 Cor 12:9,10). The Book of
Acts is considered to be the textbook for evangelism and
Church life. This book presents several sample miracles
which we must expect today. We very badly need them. I
have listed here nine of them for a brief analysis.

1. Miracle of oneness and selfless sharing
Acts 4:32-37, “Now the multitude of those who believed

were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that
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any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had
all things in common. ...Nor was there anyone among them
who lacked... and they distributed to each as anyone had
need.”

There were roughly 5000 believers at this time (4:4). To
think they were of one heart, is it not breathtaking? Do we
see atleast a 50-member congregation enjoying this
oneness today, even though we claim to have the same
Spirit-filled experience? They turned their personal
property into ministerial funds, but today ministerial funds
are conveniently converted to family property. Giving and
sharing was spontaneous then, but today we have to
appeal, plead, beg, employ tactics, and sometimes threaten
people to extract money from their purses.

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 4:32-37 again!”

2. Miracle of instant death for cheating
Acts 5:1-13, “A certain man named Ananias, with

Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. And he kept back part
of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought
a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet... Ananias...
fell down and breathed his last... Then she fell down at his
feet and breathed her last... so great fear came on all the
Church and on all who heard these things. And through
the hands of the Apostles many signs and wonders were
done among the people.”

We have plenty of cheats and frauds at every level in
Churches. Swindling and bribery is common. False
accounts for sponsored crusades are not rare. Un-
accounted money hoarded by preachers is well-known. A
popular newspaper editor was recently asked, “What is the
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most profitable business?” His answer: “So far it was
politics, now religion!” Do we have no apostles like Peter
today? Have we not given total freedom to the Holy
Spirit? Why then such malpractices go unchecked in the
Church life? Revival will knock down the hypocrites, and
young men will be wanted to remove the corpses and bury
them away! (Acts 5:6,10).

“O Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 5:1-13 again!”

3. Miracle of martyrdom
Acts 7:54-60, “When they heard these things they were

cut to the heart, and they gnashed at Stephen with their
teeth. But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into
heaven and saw the glory of God... and they cast him out of
the city and stoned him... He knelt down and cried out with
a loud voice, Lord, do not charge them with this sin. And
when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

The root meaning of the word “witness” in Acts 1:8 is
“martyr.” What an altogether different concept we have
now! We talk about Church planting but we have forgotten
the old saying — “The blood of martyrs is the seed of the
Church.” We look for convenience and comfort in the
ministry and avoid risk at all cost. We retreat before the
first stone hits us. Jesus laid down His life. All the twelve
apostles except John were martyred. John was exiled. Paul
was beheaded.

Death is not a miracle but the glowing angelic face,
prayer of forgiveness for the persecutors, happy
submission into God’s hand without any murmuring under
physical pain  are all miracles. The world that is hostile to
the Gospel needs to know we have a message worth dying
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Stephen:
“Lord, do not charge them with this sin!”

(Acts 7:60)
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for! “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate... his own life
also, he cannot be My disciple,” said Jesus (Lk 14:26).

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 7:54-60 again!”

4. Miracle of terror on commercial religion
Acts 8:18-24, “Now when Simon saw that through the

laying on of the apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given,
he offered them money, saying, Give me this power also...
But Peter said to him, Your money perish with you,
because you thought that the gift of God could be
purchased with money!... Repent therefore of this your
wickedness... Then Simon answered and said, Pray to the
Lord for me...”

Using money to influence servants of God to receive a
favour or blessing from God seems to be an age-old
practice! The early prophets took a very serious stand
against such practices, even though money was offered to
them as a gratitude for the services rendered. Prophet
Elisha refused money from Naaman (2 Ki 5:15,16). Prophet
Daniel refused money from the king (Dan 5:16,17). The
Pope sold forgiveness tickets and the proceeds was after
all to build a Cathedral! But Martin Luther defied that
practice, “not fearing the wrath of the king” — the Pope!
There are various modified forms of such sales in
Christianity today. Sale of prayer, sale of fasting, sale of
personal visits and appointments, etc., by preachers. O for
a miracle of terror to fall upon such religious salesmen and
their clients! O for leaders like Peter to sternly rebuke such
practices, without the fear of consequences!

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 8:18-24 again!”
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5. Miracle of deliverance from prison
Acts 12:5-11, “Peter was therefore kept in prison, but

constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
Church... Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by
him... And his chains fell off his hands.” Acts 16:22-27,
“Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But at
midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to
God... Suddenly there was a great earthquake... and
everyone’s chains were loosed.”

Several political leaders in India are against the
furtherance of the Gospel. Intimidation is severe in a
number of States. Scores of Evangelists and Missionaries
are atleast temporarily arrested because they baptized
those who believed on Christ from other religions. In the
States like Odisha and Madhya Pradesh the anti-
conversion bill is in force. We should not be surprised if we
would hear news of imprisonment of outstanding
preachers. At such instances shall the Church pray and
believe for angelic visitations and earthquakes to
miraculously deliver God’s servants from the chains of
ungodly men? May the Church be fully equipped now for
any emergency of tomorrow! Angels and the Holy Spirit
need no pass to enter prisons! The ungodly men will be put
to shame and helplessness.

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 12:5-11 & 16:22-27 again!”

6. Miracle of death for self-glorification
Acts 12:21-24, “On a set day Herod, arranged in royal

apparel, sat on his throne and gave an oration to them. And
the people kept shouting, The voice of a god and not of a
man! Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him,
because he did not give glory to God. And he was eaten by
worms and died. But the Word of God grew and multiplied.”
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Both the audience and the speaker were at fault here.
But God judged the speaker because his responsibility was
greater. When God uses a man unusually, he must be
extremely careful. People will exalt him to heavens. We
Indians, especially Tamilians, are known for hero-worship.
There are political leaders who are called “god” by people!
This disease is spreading fast into Christendom also. Let
me serve a warning here. If you start glorifying a preacher,
God will be totally displeased and He will permit situations
for everyone to realize that the preacher is also an ordinary
human being. God will not share His glory with anyone.
When Jesus performed miracles, the people glorified “God”
the Father who gave such power to Him (Mt 9:8).

And preachers must not hunt for people’s applause.
When people came to worship Barnabas and Paul, the
apostles tore their clothes, crying out and saying, “Men,
why are you doing these things? We also are men with the
same nature as you...” (Acts 14:8-18).

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 12:21-24 again!”

7. Miracle of disemployment of sorcerers
Acts 16:16-19, “A certain slave girl possessed with a

spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much
profit by fortune-telling... Paul, greatly annoyed, turned
and said to the spirit, I command you in the name of Jesus
Christ to come out of her. And he came out that very hour.
But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was
gone...”

Sorcery, witchcraft and divination are common in India,
both in urban and rural areas. Scores of political leaders
consult these mediums regularly. Newspapers announce
the arrival and availability of men of these practices in



29

cities and towns. God’s Spirit in us is greater than all these
spirits. Citywide evangelistic crusades must have an aim to
disemploy sorcerers and diviners so there may be an
impact and terror at higher levels. Why don’t we expect
such great things from God? Confrontation with sorcery
or magic was common in the early Church (Acts 8:9-24;
13:8-12; 19:19,20).

I am ashamed to write the next few lines. There are
Christians in our Churches who consult these mediums for
business, marriage, etc. Have you ever wondered why so
many Christian marriages fall on the same date? With all
that they also invite a preacher to bless the ceremony!

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 16:16-19 again!”

8. Miracle of disemployment of idol-makers
Acts 19:23-28, “About that time there arose a great

commotion about the Way. For a certain man named
Demetrius, a silversmith, who made silver shrines of
Diana, brought no small profit to the craftsmen. He said...
Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying
that they are not gods which are made with hands. So not
only is this trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute,
but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be
despised and her magnificance destroyed, whom all Asia
and the world worship.”

What a miracle! “Lord, do it again — in India!” Idol-
worship is a horrible sin. The Bible condemns this from
first to last. The last-written book of the New Testament is
the Epistle of John. See how he concludes his message:
“Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen” (1 Jn
5:21). More than 80% of Indians are idol-worshippers.
Shall we pray and believe for the miracle of mass
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conversions in cities and towns and villages which will
leave idol-makers unemployed?

The success of an evangelistic crusade should not be
measured by how many Christians attended the meetings
and went home feeling good and blessed, but how many
idol-worshippers have “turned to God from idols to serve
the living and true God” (1 Thess 1:9). We must target
them. More than 75% of the so-called evangelistic TV
programmes have only the Christians in mind. May the
Lord give us a right vision for this subcontinent.

“Lord, Do the miracle of Acts 19:23-28 again!”

9. Miracle of escape from a snake
Acts 28:1-6, “When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks

and laid them on the fire, a viper  came out because of the
heat, and fastened on his hand... But he shook off the
creature into the fire and suffered no harm.”

When the Great Commission was given, Jesus said,
“They will take up serpents; and if they drink anything
deadly, it will by no means hurt them” (Mk 16:18). But how
many times we have heard of missionaries who died of
malarial mosquito bite, insect bite, dog bite, and so on. I
wonder whether it is because the Church has failed  to pray
with faith and release the miracle power of protection for
those who have gone to dangerous places with the Gospel.
God protected David from a lion and a bear, and Daniel
from the mouth of lions. Is He not the same today and don’t
we need such miracles more than ever today?

Beloved, let’s rise above from our present level of faith
and expect such missing miracles which will leave an
undeniable impact on the society!
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5

Preparing for Revival

The most important event after Easter was Pentecost.
The Holy Spirit came that day on the waiting disciples.
Several things happened after the Resurrection of Jesus as
a preparation for Pentecost. Pentecost may be understood
as a fresh visitation of God among His people. What the
disciples went through or did during those 50 days,
between Resurrection and Pentecost, presents for us
lessons on preparing for Revival. If we prepare ourselves in
these areas, the long-awaited Revival will “suddenly” come
very soon!

1. Faith in the Risen Lord
The birth to the burial of Christ was His humiliation, but

with resurrection began His glorification. The Holy Spirit
would not be outpoured unless Jesus was glorified (Jn
7:39). After resurrection, Christ spent forty days with His
disciples to present Himself alive “by many infallible
proofs” (Acts 1:3). He sharply rebuked their “unbelief and
hardness of heart” when they were hesitating to accept the
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fact of His resurrection (Mk 16:9-14). He also wanted them
to know that His was a bodily resurrection. “Behold, My
hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see,
for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have”
(Lk 24:39). He didn’t want them to have any doubt what-
soever. He did not mind granting a special appearance to
Thomas to convince him. He said to him, “Do not be un-
believing, but believing” (Jn 20:27). Peter and John saw the
resurrected Saviour and cried, “It is the  Lord!” (Jn 21:7).

Revival is not for sinners but for those who have
confessed their faith in the Risen Lord. In other words,
revival is not for the unsaved but the saved (Rom 10:8-10).
Pentecost is only for the “disciples.” That is, those who have
enrolled themselves as slaves and followers of Christ the
Lord. The Gift of the Holy Spirit is only for those who have
repented of their sins and submitted to the lordship and
authority of Christ (Acts 2:38). Hence the primary respon-
sibility of any pastor or preacher who desires revival in a
Church is to see that all the members are led to genuine
repentance and  heart faith. A corpse cannot be revived!

We have too many unconverted or unsaved persons
both in our pulpits and pews today. We need prophets who
will boldly proclaim to our pew-dwellers that baptism
(infant or adult), confirmation, Church membership,
communion and one hundred such things do not save
them (Mt 3:8,9). They should “repent and believe!” People
shed tears over their problems when they hear a moving
and comforting sermon. But rarely do they shed tears for
sins! (2 Cor 7:10,11). We need prophets like Isaiah and
Jeremiah, John the Baptist and Jesus, Paul and Barnabas
(Acts 13:1) to preach repentance. Old-fashioned revival
demands old-fashioned repentance! Health and wealth are
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only secondary. It is wrong to speak physical and material
prosperity to people whose “souls” are not prospering.
Apostle John (he was a prophet too) rightly said, “Beloved, I
pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health,
just as your soul prospers” (3 John 2).

A.W. Tozer (1897-1963), that great prophet, said, “The
first mark of a spiritual man is that he desires to be holy
than happy!” Revival is the restoration of joy in God’s house
(Psa 85:6). But the oil of gladness will not be poured on
those who do not love righteousness and hate lawlessness
(Heb 1:9).

2. Study of the Scriptures
The resurrected Christ missed no opportunity to

expound the Scriptures to His disciples. To the disciples
who were on their way to Emmaus “He expounded in all
the Scriptures the things concerning Himself, beginning at
Moses and all the Prophets” (Lk 24:27). Again when He
appeared to the disciples in Jerusalem, He explained to
them the fulfillment of what was written “in the Law of
Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms” concerning Him
(Lk 24:44). The disciples were waiting for the Holy Spirit
with several passages of the Scriptures in their meditation.
In other words, their minds were occupied with the Scrip-
tures. For example, Peter was explaining to the disciples
the case of Judas from the Scriptures. “Men and brothers,
the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit
spoke before by the mouth of David concerning Judas...
For it is written in the Book of Psalms...” (Acts 1:15-17,20).

The meditation and study of God’s Word has played a
vital role in the revivals or restoration movements recorded
in the Old Testament. The revival or restoration under King



34

Josiah and that under Ezra are examples. Read 2 Kings
22:8-11; Ezra 7:10 and Neh 8:1-10. Amos prophesied of
days of famine not of bread or water, but of the Word of the
Lord (Am 8:11,12). I believe these days are already upon
us! From many pulpits we hear only stories and
experiences and very little exposition of God’s Word.
Comparing Scripture with Scripture has almost become a
lost art. People want everything light — light music, light
reading and light sermons! And preachers have come
down to stay at people’s level instead of raising them to
the standard of the Bible. Because preaching is more
popular than teaching, even those who are called to be
teachers have become mere Gospel preachers. Milk is
necessary but for how long? No maturity without strong
meat (Heb 5:12-14).

I am nobody to judge anyone, but most of today’s
preaching is merely emotional. Very few preach the truth to
bring about a genuine conviction and lasting comfort.
Please read carefully the prophetic warning of Paul:
“Preach the Word!... convince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-
suffering and teaching. For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up
for themselves teachers, and they will turn their ears away
from the truth, and be turned aside to fables” (2 Tim 4:2-4).
The  revival blessings of God will come on us when His
Word is given its due place (Isa 66:1,2). All that we see
today are temporal, with but one exception — the Bible!
The Word is the Seed, and the Spirit is the Rain (Isa 30:23;
Hos 10:12).

3. Praise and Prayer
The Spirit of prayer and worship gripped the disciples

even before Pentecost, especially during the last ten days
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“Ezra opened the Book in the sight of all the people ...
and when he opened it, all the people stood up!”

(Neh 8:5)
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following Ascension. Luke, who has given us “an orderly
account” of the ministry of Christ and the Holy Spirit,
mentions this graphically in his Gospel and the Book of
Acts. Following Christ’s Ascension, “they worshipped Him,
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and were
continually in the temple praising and blessing God” (Lk
24:52, 53). As they went up into the upper room, “they all
continued with one accord in prayer and supplication”
(Acts 1:12-14). They were soaked in a spirit of prayer and
worship on the Day of Pentecost “with one accord” (Acts
2:1).

The need of prayer as a preparation for Revival cannot
be overemphasized. Prayer here is more than just asking
God to send a revival. It means self-examination and
confession of sins. Self-examination means we let the Lord
turn His searchlight on us and reveal to us our carnality,
corruption and casualness (Rev 2:23). And it’s a time of
remembering our broken vows before the Lord (Eccl 5:1-6);
and the wrongs we have committed against others (Mt
5:23,24). Prayer leads to true humility because it is in His
presence we realize our nothingness and His holiness (Isa
6:1-5). Prayer is also an expression of our inability and
inadequacy and therefore a pleading for His strength and
power (Mt 26:41). God is pleased with such sacrifices and
His fire will invariably fall on them (Psa 51:17-19).

When Elijah repaired the altar of the Lord, the fire fell.
God breaks and makes His men on their knees. When
Jesus prayed, Heaven was opened. When the early Church
prayed, the place was shaken. Prayer releases the power of
the Holy Spirit to affect the earth. I believe we have
preached enough about revival and published enough
about revival, but have not prayed enough for revival. The
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more we pray for revival the more we will long for it, and the
more we long for it the more we will pray for it. Leonard
Ravenhill (1907-1994) rightly says, “One main reason we
have no revival is that we have learnt to live without it!”

There is a renewed interest in praise and worship these
days and several books come out each year on this subject.
But by and large the result is “selfish praise,” just like we
use to have selfish prayer — that is praying for ourselves
and our own needs only. Who is concerned about the
Church and the World? True, praising God helps to lift me
out of my personal problems and supply my needs. But
let’s rise above these childish things and praise the Lord of
the Church for the blessing of the Church, and the Lord of
the Harvest for the blessing of the world, and the Lord of
Hosts for fresh and new victories in the battles of the
Kingdom. Just imagine what would have been the subject
of praise and worship of the disciples between Ascension
and Pentecost!

4. Enthusiasm about the Kingdom
The theme of the discourses of the risen Christ with His

disciples before Pentecost was the Kingdom of God (Acts
1:3). When the disciples mistook the mind of Jesus and
asked Him, “Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom
to Israel?” (v6), He explained to them that He was talking
about the spiritual kingdom that would be established in
the hearts of men and women through the preaching of the
Gospel to the end of the earth beginning with Jerusalem (vv
7,8). The Great Commission, as it is called, was given just
before Ascension. He commanded them to GO! To all the
NATIONS! Throughout the whole WORLD! To preach the
GOSPEL! To reach every CREATURE! To teach all the
TRUTHS! In His AUTHORITY! As His WITNESSES! In the
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power of the HOLY SPIRIT! With His presence with them
ALWAYS! (Mt 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-18; Lk 24:47-49; Acts
1:8). The departing words of a dear one cannot be lightly
taken (Acts 1:8,9). In other words, the Lord planted in their
hearts an enthusiasm and excitement about establishing
and extending His spiritual Kingdom on earth through the
preaching of the Gospel.

Revival is not an end in itself. It’s a means to an end, the
end being evangelism. Revival is not evangelism, but
revival begets evangelism. David prayed, “Restore to me the
joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your generous
Spirit. Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and
sinners shall be converted to You” (Psa 51:12,13). It is
necessary that our purpose in seeking revival is proper.
Evan Roberts (1878-1951) of Welsh Revival prayed, “Lord,
bend the Church and bless the world!” Most of the revivals
of the past have given birth to great missionary and
evangelistic movements. But there are also stories of
revivals which died out too soon, one of the main causes
being the failure of the leaders to channelise the revival
blessings into aggressive evangelism and soulwinning. God
is not interested to pour out His Spirit on His people just to
excite them or make them feel good. No! He is interested in
the “world!” He sent His Son to die for the world. He sent
His Spirit to convict the world of sin and woo sinners to the
Saviour. He anointed the 120 disciples on the Day of
Pentecost that they may be His witnesses throughout the
whole world. I am afraid one of the reasons for the delay in
revival is that we do not yet know why we need revival.

5. Preparing the Leaders
During His earthly ministry Jesus was consciously

training the twelve for the worldwide ministry ahead. He
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gave them the finishing touch just before His Ascension.
John’s Gospel records His dealing with Peter, the leader of
the twelve. He asked Him three times the searching
question, “Do you love Me?” (Jn 21:15-17). Love is both the
foundation and the capstone for a Christian minister.
When Jesus first called him it was to become a fisher of
men (Mt 4:19). Now He commissions him to be a shepherd
of men (Jn 21:15-17). You need love both for soulwinning
and shepherding. One is love for the lost and the other for
the found. Several thousands were to be born into the
Kingdom in the next few days. The leader was prepared.
Earlier Jesus gave him the “keys” (Mt 16:19), and now He
gives him the “rod and staff” (Psa 23:4b). Souls must be
brought in and brought up! Jesus also prepared him for the
cross he should bear (Jn 21:18,19). Jesus is the Master-
Trainer of leaders. He checked Peter’s unnecessary
inquisitiveness into the affairs of a fellow-minister. Peter’s
question was not out of concern but curiosity (Jn 21:20-
22). After the Ascension, we find Peter initiating an election
to fill up the vacancy created by Judas in the Apostolic
band (Acts 1:22-26). He perhaps remembered the
significance of the number twelve from what Jesus told him
earlier (Mt 19:27,28).

The lesson is clear. Leaders must be prepared ahead in
order to preserve the precious and abundant fruits of any
revival. Following the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we
immediately read about the Apostles’ defence (Acts 2:14),
the Apostles’ doctrine (2:42), the Apostles’ demonstration
(3:1,6,7), the Apostles’ direction (6:1-4), etc. They had been
already mentally trained to organize the thousands of folks
who flocked in and the huge amounts of funds which
flowed in, without corruption (2:41; 4:4,34,35). How many
times we have observed today the loss of moral and ethical
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values following the increase of flocks and funds in
ministries! Charisma alone is not sufficient for leaders;
they need character.

Thank God for the several discipleship and leadership
programmes conducted by genuine Missions, which
emphasize sincerity over success, purity over popularity,
depth over width, sacrifice over sensationalism, and
conscience over convenience. I urge young people to read
and reread the Book of Nehemiah and Paul’s epistles to
Timothy and Titus. Read also Why Revival Tarries by
Leonard Ravenhill and Spiritual Leadership by Oswald
Sanders, and my book, When Revival Comes... You will
never be the same again!
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6

Crusades & Conventions

The first Crusade Evangelist in the New Testament was
John the Baptist. His pulpit was near River Jordan so he
could baptize the respondents then and there. There were
mass conversions. Then followed the crusades of Jesus.
Tens of thousands of people gathered to hear Him and to be
healed of Him. After His ascension the apostles and
disciples carried the mantle of crusade evangelism. In
every generation the Lord has raised men who could draw
thousands to hear the Gospel and reap a rich harvest.

Even though crusade evangelism is not permitted in
certain lands, the Spirit of God is using this method of
outreach with growing success and fruitfulness to leave an
impact on the society and add people to the Church. Both
young and old involve in the preparations and conduct of
the crusades and conventions with great zeal and
enthusiasm. True there are meetings arranged with
ungodly motives, but by and large the organizers are quite
sincere. However, in the absence of proper guidelines, lot of
time, money and energy is wasted as it fails to bring the
desired results.



42

Having spoken in several such public programmes and
attended a few others and read the reports of quite many, I
have gathered a few insights which I share here for the
benefit of the organizers.

 The choice of the speakers is generally the first step
because they are sort of “main actors” in the whole show!
Dates are fixed according to the speakers’ convenience.
Before you choose a speaker you must be clear in your
mind about the nature and purpose of the programme. Is
it a Revival meeting for believers or an Evangelistic
programme for unbelievers? Very few preachers are both
Revivalists and Evangelists. If it is a Gospel meeting, make
sure you invite a preacher with the definite gift of an
“evangelist” (Eph 4:11). “Pastors” or shepherds generally
don’t make good evangelists. If you mean revival for the
Church you must get a preacher with a “prophetic” calling.
As we study the Scriptures it is clear that God primarily
used the prophets to call His people to repentance from
backsliding. Prophets are bold men who fear none but
God, and thunder an uncompromising message and are
least bothered about the second invitation! A.W. Tozer
(1897-1963) said, “I cannot recall, in any of my reading, a
single instance of a prophet who applied for the job!”
Several men of God have more than one of the five
ministries of Ephesians 4:11, but clearly one will stand
out. If you plan a missionary convention you must get an
apostle or an apostle-cum-evangelist. They are men of
vision, wisdom, direction and strategy. Just like there are
medical specialists — Neurologists, Cardiologists,
Orthopaedicians and so on — God has His ministerial
specialists. General practitioners cannot go beyond a point.

Thank God for all the spiritual input we have received
from the West. But it is a false idea that Western preachers
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are always better. Several “coins” which will not go in their
own country are advertised in India as ministers of
“international” fame! God forbid! In politically sensitive
areas and States which are clearly anti-Christian it is
definitely not advisable to use Western preachers in
evangelistic meetings. Suffering due to lack of wisdom and
discretion should not then be called persecution!

 Prayer is the greatest preparation for any crusade,
because “it is neither by might nor by power, but by His
Spirit!” (Zech 4:6). The result of mere fleshly enthusiasm
will be lots of Ishmaels only. But we need Isaacs. Evan
Roberts (1878-1951) prayed, “Lord, bend the Church and
bless the world!” God told Solomon, “If My people... will
humble themselves and pray... I will heal their land” (2 Chr
7:14). Let there be days and nights and seasons of
intensive prayer, with fasting wherever possible, before the
programme. Printing of prayer cards alone is not sufficient.
The organizers must first be agonizers. Winners of souls
must first be weepers for souls. A spirit of prayer must
prevail and a positive expectation will be the natural
outcome. Nowadays because several preachers plan a very
busy itinerary, they don’t get sufficient time in between the
programmes to really relax, refresh and recoup. With all
their ministerial and family responsibilities they don’t find
sufficient time for diligent study, unhurried prayer and
renewal of strength under a fresh unction. Preachers must
be careful here and organizers must make this a special
point of prayer. The preacher must come with the “burden”
of the Lord on him, the “word” of the Lord in his mouth, and
the “fire” of the Lord in his heart. Don’t pray for the
“success” of the programme but for the “glory” of God. The
first request in Christ’s High Priestly prayer was the glory of
God (Jn 17:1). So also the first request in the Lord’s prayer,
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“Hallowed be Your Name!” (Read Chapter 8 in my book,
When Revival Comes ..., titled Praying for Revival Camps.)

 Then we talk about invitation and invitees. The
name of the programme should clearly define the nature of
the programme. Don’t mix up. If you plan an evangelistic
programme with non-Christians in mind, avoid using
words in the invitation which outsiders cannot under-
stand. If you print a Bible verse in the invitation, for
heaven’s sake don’t use the King James Version! The
modern generation does not understand “thee, thou, shalt”
and all that! Also don’t exaggerate things in the handbill.
Be simple and real. I personally don’t like my photograph
printed on a handbill or a wall poster. In any case don’t
idolize preachers like cine stars. Our God is a jealous God
and He will not share His glory with another.

I feel sick to see handbills for Gospel meetings distri-
buted to “Christians” at Church doors and gates. Go to
street corners, market places, liquor shops, cine theatres,
bus and railway stations, schools and colleges to invite
people. Get lepers, beggars, rickshaw-pullers and slum-
dwellers to attend the meeting. If the preacher has a gift of
healing, get folks from the local blind schools, invalid
homes, deaf and dumb schools, leprosariums and so on
and seat them in the front. Take some well-known lame
beggar to the meeting so you may have a self-advertising
miracle! So many deformed people line up in front of our
Churches begging from the worshippers as they go in and
come out. Shall we get them all to our “healing” meetings
and expect a repetition of Acts 3?

 Mobilisation of funds for the Campaign is an
important affair. While preparing the budget itself, avoid all
extravagance. Make simple appeals to Christians and
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never pressurise. Be realistic while making arrangements. I
have seen hundred tubelights with only two hundred
participants! Don’t use the word “faith” for your poor
planning. Apart from travel, boarding and lodging for the
preacher and his team, you must also bless him with a
freewill offering for his family and ministerial needs. But
beware of preachers who “demand” so much money for so
many days. Discourage that “business.” If the programme
is for the general public, please speak as little as possible
about your financial needs before the audience. In a Gospel
meeting our only aim should be to net as many sinners as
possible to believe on the Saviour. Don’t use evangelistic
meetings for fund raising or promotional activities. The
early apostles “went forth for His name’s sake, taking
nothing from the Gentiles” (3 Jn 7).

 A word about the preliminaries in a Gospel meeting:
Let me quote here Pastor J.F. Rowlands (1904-1980), that
seasoned man of God whom God used to build a great
ministry in South Africa: “Some people know how to
conduct a service and allow the Holy Spirit to raise the
spiritual atmosphere to a peak where the preacher can
commence his sermon at a high altitude. Those who don’t
know usually kill a meeting before they hand it over to the
preacher! Preliminary items must be carefully and
prayerfully chosen. Spirit-filled believers must sing and
play their instruments to the glory of God. No one should be
invited to sing or play simply because he has a good voice
or he plays the guitar beautifully.” These are days of
“special” numbers! Sitting on the dais watching these
“performances,” I sometimes long for an “ordinary” number
in which the congregation can join to create an atmosphere
of praise! Beloved organizer, don’t try to satisfy every
“talented” singer and musician. You will end up displeasing
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the Spirit of God. Give the pulpit to the preacher when he is
fresh and also the people. Nobody likes to preach to a weary
congregation! Cut short on the announcements also! If
someone is to testify, do screen his testimony beforehand!
Civil authorities and dignitaries may be invited to the
Campaign but no idol-worshipper can preside over a
programme of the Living God! How can a disciple of Lucifer
chair a programme of the Lord Almighty? That will be an
abomination.

It has become fashionable to invite too many preachers
for a single crusade. If you invite more than one preacher,
let the preachers know beforehand who are all invited.
Don’t keep it a “secret.” If possible they must correspond
with each other so they may prepare their talks suitably,
avoiding overlaps and on-the-stage contradictions. It is
preferable to have just one speaker for an evening. That
gives him sufficient time and freedom.

 Vote of thanks is really not necessary in a Gospel
meeting. But if you are very particular, someone can offer a
prayer of blessing for all those who laboured on knees and
feet and cheerfully contributed for the expenses. God who
sees them in secret shall reward them openly. Flattery is
the devil’s invisible net, and flatterers are the worst kind of
enemies! If you will still vote for vote of thanks, make it brief
and have it before the sermon so people may leave the
meeting with the sermon truths sharp in their minds. Don’t
play loud music after the meeting is over. Let people softly
fellowship with one another and leave for home with all
solemnity.

 Beware of exaggerations while reporting! Quoting
J.F. Rowlands again: “No exaggerations are necessary to
impress the glories and the beauties of the Christian
message. Read through the four Gospels and see how
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conspicuous the adjectives are by their absence. These
plain facts, simply told by truthful men, have revolutionized
the world! Don’t make mountains out of molehills and boils
out of pimples. Be proud of the truth and all that is truth
will be proud of you!” I attended a Crusade where I head-
counted 5000 but their magazine reported it as 1,00,000!
Are we trying to help God? “Let your Yes be Yes, and your
No, No. For whatever is MORE than these is from the evil
one!” (Mt 5:37). Let not the end of our campaign give devil
the win!

Deeply impressed by his message a man from the
congregation shook hands with Evangelist D.L. Moody
(1837-1899) and congratulated, “What a wonderful speaker
you are!” Moody went home, spent a sleepless night with
tears, wondering where he made the mistake. The Lord
dealt with him thoroughly and after the sermon on the next
evening the same man exclaimed, “What a wonderful
Saviour you proclaimed!” The end of our programmes
should be that God was glorified! See the emphasis in
Psalm 115:1, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to Your
Name give glory!”

 Paul does the planting but we need Apolloses to
water , otherwise God cannot give the increase. Follow-up
is quite an unattractive ministry because it is not on the
stage but after. Infant mortality is very high in our
ministries. Pastors and believers should spare no pains to
preserve the fruits of the Gospel Campaigns. The success
of a Campaign is not measured by how many “attended”
the meeting but how many non-Christians were “added” to
the Church! (Acts 2:47).

Apply these truths and try these principles. Your
Crusades will really be crusading and your Conventions
will no more be conventional!
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7

How I Preach

“I preach as a dying man to dying men!” No other saying
has impacted and influenced my ministry of preaching
so much as these words of Richard Baxter (1615-1691), a
Puritan preacher from England. Invariably I am reminded
of this mortifying confession every time I step on the pulpit.
I must preach with robust sincerity and reverential
seriousness. Preaching is an eternal business. It’s a matter
of life and death (2 Cor 2:14-17).

Background
Mummy (1924-1981) was an elementary school teacher,

and Daddy (1914-1973) was an officer in the Indian Army.
Both of them were kind socializers and good conver-
sationalists. Mummy used to speak in women’s groups
and Daddy was a preacher in open-air meetings and small
conventions. I used to play major roles in English and
Tamil dramas in the school. I also took active part in the
weekly Literature & Debate Society (LDS) classes as a
student. When God saved me and filled me with His Spirit
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in 1962, the background I had as a young boy came in
handy to share my testimony and preach short messages
without stage fear. Excelling in studies both in school
and college, I never thought that God would call me to
invest the best part of my life in the ministry of preaching
His Word. I fall prostrate at the feet of the Almighty, who
knows the end from the beginning, for ordering events in
my life most appropriately.

Of the hundreds of sermons I have preached during
fifty years (1963-2013), I don’t consciously remember a
single instance when my sermon was a flop. I have
thousands of fans but I’m not carried away by what they
say (Jn 5:44). I am however encouraged by the abiding
fruits (Jn 15:16). With earnest and enthusiastic enquirers,
I have shared now and then how I go about with this
ministry of preaching. Testimonies from youngsters who
have successfully tried my principles and procedures
abound. In this article I have put together my manners
and methods in preaching. Be edified, exhorted and
encouraged!

Invitations
We are commissioned to proclaim the Gospel

everywhere and to everyone (Mt 28:19). We are com-
manded to preach the Word whether the time is favourable
or not (2 Tim 4:2). This does not mean I must accept all
invitations to preach. Paul and Peter are called to two
different audiences (Gal 2:7,8). God has a specific
“measure” and “sphere” for me (2 Cor 10:13-16). In order
to stay within it, I don’t give instant reply to invitations
but take some time, atleast a few days, to find out whether
God really wants me to go there. I am called to be a revi-
valist and a Bible teacher, and not very much an
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evangelist. As such my ministry is mostly to believers
rather than to unbelievers and non-christians. Only where
God sends me I will prosper. I am under orders. I don’t
yield to human pressures and enticements but teach folks
to accept no for an answer. Passion for preaching and
lust for pulpits are two different things. A.W. Tozer (1897-
1963) asserted, “I cannot recall, in any of my reading, a
single instance of a prophet who applied for the job!”

“Break me, melt me!”
My preparation starts with the birth of the inner

conviction that it is God who has given me that particular
preaching assignment. The preparation of the preacher
is more important than the preparation of the sermon.
After accepting an invitation, I give myself to weeks and
months of prayer. The ministry of the Word should be
bathed in the prayer closet before bringing it to the pulpit
(Acts 6:4). During this season of prayer, the “burden of
the Lord” comes on me (Isa 13:1; 15:1; 17:1; 19:1; etc.)
and the “word of the Lord” is implanted in my heart (Jer
2:1; 7:1; 11:1; etc). When I am possessed with the burden
of the Lord, I feel like a woman in full pregnancy. When I
am captivated by the Word of God, it’s like fire burning in
my bones (Jer 20:9).

What to speak
Sometimes the organizers themselves give me the topic

or the theme. In other instances I am free to choose the
subject. This makes no difference to me as far as waiting
on God to hear Him is concerned. He will implant seed
thoughts in my mind even during regular times of Bible
meditation and prayer. At times He does it when I am
half awake in bed. I have learnt from my mentors to note
down the thoughts then and there in a pocket notebook
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or my diary. Whenever I felt too lazy to write down at
once, I lost the seeds for ever because “the birds came
and ate them!” (Mt 13:4).

Raw materials
The farmer has to now work with the seeds God has

given him (2 Cor 9:10a). With the help of Concordances,
Bible Dictionaries and Commentaries, I study the subject
or the passage from the Scripture as thoroughly as
possible. Oftentimes I do this on my knees. I gather as
much informations as I can from whatever Bible study
aids I have. I jot down all such collections and the
inspirations I receive from God. Even though this is hard
work, I enjoy it very much. I get excited like the one who
has found hidden treasures (Psa 119:162). When I am
overjoyed, I run out of my study to swing in the garden or
treat me with a chocolate!

“I am a man of unclean lips!”
The preparation time affects my inner man deeply. It’s

a time of both learning and unlearning for me. Scales fall
off my eyes. Conviction grips me wherever I haven’t
measured up to God’s expectations. The Word of God is a
knife with two sharp edges. The first one is to cut the heart
of the preacher, and the other one is to operate on the
hearers (Heb 4:12,13). This is how “the Word becomes
flesh” in the speaker. God desires to bless me before I
become a blessing to others (Gen 12:2). “Hardworking
farmers must be the first to enjoy the fruit of their labour”
(2 Tim 2:6).

God of order
I go through whatever I have gathered in prayer and

study several times to form an outline and frame a
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structure. I am amazed at the help of the Holy Spirit I
receive at this stage (Isa 34:16). My sermons are usually
of five points or seven. I have some faith in Scripture
numerics! For each point I give a few Bible references to
teach the truth, and then a few to illustrate it with
examples. The Bible is made up of both “law” and
“testimony” (Isa 8:20). Belief and behaviour. Doctrine and
deeds. I make it a point that what I preach must be
descriptive as well as prescriptive, theologically sound
and practically applicable.

God of beauty
I write and rewrite my sermon outlines several times. I

am not economical with stationery. I have a good collection
of quotebooks. I select quotations from them to spice my
sermon. Even though my mother tongue is Tamil, from
my student days my meditations and study have been
with the English Bible. However, because before entering
College I did my schooling in Tamil medium, my
vocabulary in English is rather poor. I therefore keep a
Dictionary and a Thesaurus with me when I finalise my
sermon notes. I spend time in choosing words and coining
them so they may be rhyming. God is artistic! When words
are coined, it becomes easy for the hearers to remember
the points. Wisdom and knowledge are from the Spirit of
God (Isa 11:2). I use fine ballpen and good quality paper
to write the notes which I will carry to the pulpit. The size
of the notes folder will be slightly less than the page size
of my Bible so it may fit in conveniently. For safety sake I
keep a xerox copy of my notes elsewhere. We are not
ignorant of Satan’s schemes!

Cleansing the vessel
With the sermon notes ready, as the day of preaching

approaches, I intensify prayer. I go through my notes
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several times. I wait on the Lord with fasting to receive a
new strength (Isa 40:31). The Spirit of God is already upon
me, but I seek God for a fresh anointing. I subject myself
to serious self-examination so I may be cleansed of all
the filth in my soul and spirit. Anointing with oil is only
after the application of blood (Lev 14:14-18). First it is
the Lamb and then comes the Dove! God uses cleansed
vessels (2 Tim 2:21). During this period I become more
and more aware of my unworthiness and appreciative of
God’s greatness (2 Cor 3:4-6). Tears roll down my eyes as
I worship Him who has counted me faithful and put me
in this ministry (1 Tim 1:12).

“Strike the shepherd!”
The eve of my preaching assignments, especially if it is

a major programme, is usually days of storm. It may be
physical sickness, ministerial conflicts or family problems.
The blows will literally crush me. I would wonder whether
I would ever make it to the programme. But in the last
minute God would release a new supply of His grace in
answer to the prayers of thousands of my friends who
would cry unto God that I would not be intimidated by
these attacks (Eph 6:19,20). No doubt the devil wanted
to disturb me because I was getting ready to disturb him.
However I believe that God allows such disturbances. This
brokenness leads to such boldness in the pulpit that no
one in the audience would ever know that I had walked
through the valley of tears the previous day! (1 Cor 2:3,4).
I weep in the night but walk to the pulpit with the joy of
the Lord which is my strength (Neh 8:10c).

In 1997 I was invited to Chennai to preach in the 3-
day missionary convention of the largest Church in South
India. The first evening meeting was on a Friday. In the
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morning I got a catch in my hip as if it was knocked out
of joint at the socket (I felt like Jacob! Gen 32:25,31).
Standing or walking was such a painful thing. Just before
the meeting a senior orthopaedic surgeon tried his level
best to manipulate my joints so I might be relieved. It
was all in vain. Painkillers couldn’t help me either. For
the first time in my preaching career, I had to sit and
speak in those three evening meetings. Folks testified that
the messages were the most powerful missionary challenge
I had ever made. Interestingly and inexplicably I became
perfectly normal on Monday morning! How is it for a
testimony that God’s strength is made perfect in my
weakness, and when I am weak, then I am strong? (2 Cor
12:9,10).

The hour has come!
During the hours before preaching I avoid house-

visiting or doing anything that would physically or
mentally tire me. A nap before going to the meeting
refreshes me. I don’t eat a heavy meal before preaching.
Lighter the stomach better the sermon! I brush my teeth
and clean my tongue so my saliva may not be sticky and
my words may be clear. After this I avoid eating anything
solid. I ease myself by emptying the bladder. How I suffered
whenever I forgot to do it! I dress smartly but don’t wear
anything I am not accustomed to or which is not suitable
to the climate. David doesn’t fare well in Saul’s suit! (1
Sam 17:38,39). I want to be normal and natural on the
pulpit.

On your mark! Get set!
I try to be in the meeting from the very start. Only then

I can catch the wavelength of the audience and join the
people in worship before preaching to them. I am not a
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cine actor to enter the scene in the middle. I strictly tell
the organizers not to kill the people with long preliminaries
and lengthy introductions. The worship or song leaders
must not give me a tired congregation! People must be
left with some mental energy to receive a meaty message!
I wet my throat before getting up to preach. I request the
volunteers to keep a cup of warm water on the podium.
Many times they forget to do it and that makes me carry
with me my own flask of water!

I ensure that the pulpit height gives me a comfortable
reading distance so I can stand erect. I wait till the audio
man sets the mike properly lest there are interruptions
after I begin to speak. I request the photographers and
the videographers not to stand right in front of me but
move to  the sides as far as possible. I hate the glare of
powerful flashlights which heat up my body.

Level of expectation
Before I utter the first word in the pulpit, I whisper a

prayer within myself: “O God, help me to glorify You today!”
I remember what George Verwer the Founder Director of
Operation Mobilisation once said: “If a preacher has two
aims, he has one too many!” I usually begin with a word
of greeting. If it is a missionary convention I greet the
audience in the Name of the Lord of the “Harvest.” If it is
a holiness conference, the greeting will be in the Name of
the Lord who is “Holy, Holy and Holy!” If it is a meeting
on spiritual warfare, the greeting is in the Name of the
Lord of “Hosts!” I thus relate to the theme of the prog-
ramme in the first sentence itself. In the introduction of
the sermon I briefly explain to the audience what I was
going to speak on. A proper orientation raises the level of
expectation.
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A word of appreciation to the organizers will be in place.
I tell the people to keep their Bibles open to turn to the
references I would make. They must show the verses to
those who sit by if the latter have not brought their Bibles.
I insist that every literate man and woman should bring
the Bible from the next day. I ask how a student could go
to school without textbooks. Do Christians come to
spiritual meetings just to watch a performance?

Authority & Power
I keep the dial of my wristwatch on the palm side so I

can note the time without the knowledge of the audience!
I try to equidistribute the time to all my points of the
sermon, but I often fail. I spend too much time for point
number one and too little for the last one. I preach with a
triple conviction and consciousness: I am a servant of
God; I stand on the authority of the Word of God; I speak
with the power of the Spirit of God. I have learnt this
from Jesus. When He spoke with such a conviction, “the
eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him!”
(Lk 4:17-20).

What a Word!
The Word of God is FIRE. I preach it with a burning

sense of urgency that crackles with a spirit of seriousness
(Jer 5:14; 20:9).

The Word of God is a HAMMER. I preach it bangingly
and overwhelmingly (Jer 23:29).

The Word of God is a SWORD. I preach it boldly and
forthrightly (Eph 6:17; Heb 4:12).

The Word of God is a MIRROR. I preach it prophetically
and clearly (Js 1:22,23).
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The Word of God is a SEED. I preach it with tears and
expectation (Lk 8:11; Psa 126:6).

The Word of God is DEW. I preach it tenderly with
compassion (Dt 32:2; Eph 5:26).

The Word of God is MILK. I preach it without
adulteration and serve it liberally (1 Pet 2:2).

The Word of God is SPIRIT. I preach it enthusiastically
pouring myself into the sermon (Jn 6:63).

The Word of God is HONEY. I preach it pleasantly,
avoiding unedifying words (Psa 119:103).

The Word of God is a LAMP. I preach it revealingly and
relevantly (Psa 119:105).

Spot inspirations
I stick to my sermon notes as closely as I can. At the

same time I remain flexible to respond to spot inspirations
from the Spirit of God. It is the same Holy Spirit who
anointed me in the prayer closet and assisted me in the
study room during sermon preparation. The spot
inspirations will be about 25% and it’s a thrilling
experience to receive them. I use humour but very
cautiously lest the seriousness is lost. I illustrate the
truths through stories, personal experiences and other
examples. Illustrations are simply windows to a sermon.
They are used only to explain hard truths. Too many
illustrations will leave too little time for the exposition of
the written Word of God. In my sermons I don’t spend
more than 10% of the time for telling stories and sharing
experiences. I am not an entertainer or an exhibitor but a
spiritual edifier and a Scripture exponent. I am not on
the pulpit to impress people but to implant in their hearts
eternal truths and impart to them divine graces. Repetition
is Biblical and beneficial (Phil 3:1).
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Truth is parallel.
In all my preaching I endeavour to be balanced. I speak

about the love of God as well as His wrath, the Word of
God as well as His power, the fruit of the Spirit as well as
His gifts, Bible meditation as well as prayer, sanctification
as well as service, the local Church as well as frontier
missions, and so on. I am analytical without turning critical.
I oppose false doctrines tooth and nail (2 Tim 4:2,3). This
I do objectively without becoming subjective. I come
against traditions which are contrary to the Scriptures
(Mk 7:13). I am committed to serve God’s people with His
“whole” counsel (Acts 20:27). In order to do these things
effectively with God’s approval, I go through Genesis to
Revelation as frequently as I can in my study (Mt 13:52).

What I don’t
There are certain things I do NOT do while preaching—
 I do not preach what people “want” but what they

“need” (Isa 30:10). I don’t desire to become popular. I do
not prepare ground for the next invitation.

 I do not take the microphone in my hand like
professional singers. I leave it on the stand so both my
hands would be free to turn the pages of the open Bible.
I resist the temptation to become theatrical.

 I do not close my eyes but look at the audience. If I
need to close my eyes for better concentration in speaking,
the people may also need to close their eyes for better
concentration in listening! It will then be a modern version
of “blind leading the blind!”

 I do not ask someone in the audience or the dais to
read the Scripture references. I read the references myself
so that everyone can hear clearly and understand where
I lay the stress. When I myself see the passage in the
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Bible, it checks me from going out of context. The marginal
notes I have made in my Bible during personal meditations
also will supply me additional thoughts.

 I do not speak in tongues from the pulpit. This is
clearly forbidden in the Scriptures (1 Cor 14:18,19). I
remember to have shouted in tongues on the pulpit several
years ago. “When I became a man, I put away childish
things” (1 Cor 13:11).

 I do not imitate other preachers. I do not want to
lose the originality God has blessed me with. Let me be
me! I want to learn from the manner of life and ministry
of the other servants of God, but I will not copy their
style.

 I do not preach for money even if it is for ministry. I
do teach giving but my aim is to make Christians good
stewards, rather than to promote a programme or an
organisation. This gives me freedom to preach the truth
without adulteration (2 Cor 2:17).

 I do not come down to people’s level but try to raise
them to higher standards. I hate sermons of watery milk
and milky water. Both Jesus and Paul were known for
hard sayings (Jn 6:60; 2 Pet 3:15,16). But that’s meat!
(Heb 5:12-14).

 I do not keep shouting all the time. There’s a time to
raise the voice and a time to speak softly. If there’s no
modulation, people will be strained.

 I do not tolerate indiscipline of any sort on the dais
or in the pew. Folks must be taught to be reverential in
the presence of God which is manifest when His Word is
preached (Isa 66:1,2).

It is finished!
I usually finish my sermon with a prayer of commit-

ment. I then recommend to the people any literature they



62

can read to supplement what all I said. I request the
organizers not to make big announcements or play loud
music after the sermon but close the meeting quickly with
a benediction so people can disperse quietly thinking on
what they have heard. Because I have already offered a
collective prayer for the entire audience, I do not exhaust
myself further by praying for individuals. I learnt this
from T. L. Osborn (1923-2013), a legendary healing
evangelist of our time.

“Thank You, Lord!”
After preaching I drink plenty of water to cool down

my system. Brother Nataraja Mudaliar (1930-1982) the
famous piano-accordion evangelist from South Africa
advised me to do this in 1969 when I was a student
preacher. In spite of this I suffered from renal colic twice.
This is a speakers’ disease, perhaps! I have a shower and
then supper if it’s evening (Eccl 9:7). I go for a stroll in
order to rejoice in the Lord for using me as His mouthpiece.
Returning to my room, I add up to my notes whatever
spot inspiration I received while preaching. I also note
down the date and place so I may not repeat the same
talk in the same town! Lying on bed I rewind to find out if
I had spoken anything that was not right or touched God’s
glory. Another cleansing in Emmanuel’s stream and then
off to sleep!

This article is not a teaching on “How to Preach,” but a
testimony about “How I Preach.” Swallow the flesh and
spit out the bone!

(For a more elaborate teaching on this subject, watch the
10 DVDs, containing the 3 Talks delivered by the author in
the Preach Better Seminar, May 2007, Trichy, Tamilnadu,
from English to Tamil.)
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If you are not Healed...

Praise God for the renewed interest witnessed today in
the ministry of HEALING. Our God is a Healer! One of His
names is Jehovah-Rapha! (Ex 15:26). He has never
changed. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and
forever (Heb 13:8).

There is no sickness in Heaven because that is the
only place where God’s will is perfectly done. To become
well from any sickness and live long is a God-given instinct
in man. But sickness and disease is only on the increase
both among the godly and the ungodly.

Thank God for all the advancement in medical science
which helps relieve men and women from physical pain
and distress. And God has granted “gifts” to the Church
to demonstrate His power and presence to the sick (1 Cor
12:28). All through the history of the Church, and more
in these days, God is using several men in this glorious
ministry of divine healing. Larger crowds attend healing
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campaigns than the other meetings. But the fact remains
that there are more people who are not healed than those
who are healed. They go from meeting to meeting, preacher
to preacher, but get no better and become desperate. My
heart goes to them—who are the majority in comparison—
and I write this message for them.

IF YOU ARE NOT HEALED ...

1. Don’t get discouraged.
God is still on the Throne! Your Father in Heaven knows

your physical needs even before you tell Him. Jesus said,
“Do not worry about your life... nor about your body... For
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things”
(Mt 6:25-32). His promise to you is: “I will never leave you
nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5). Jesus Christ is IN you (Col
1:27). He is the Father’s first Comforter to you. The Holy
Spirit is IN you (Jn 14:16,17). He is the Father’s second
Comforter to you. With both these Comforters dwelling
with you and in you, what more do you need and what
have you to fear?

Jesus perfectly understands your feeling of despair and
depression. He wept with the bereaved ones of Lazarus.
You are in His hands. The enemy cannot pluck you out of
His hand. “He who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world” (1 Jn 4:4). God’s angels are around you though
you may not see them (2 Ki 6:17). They are serving you
though you may not feel them (Heb 1:14). Your prayers
seem unanswered. Your cry seems unheard. God’s
promises seem unfulfilled. But remember, delay does
not mean denial. Your prayers are in His book and your
tears in His bottle (Psa 56:8).
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Joni, who is confined to a wheelchair
for over 40 years now following a swimming accident,

with her husband, Tada,
holding the author’s daily devotional, “Better Everyday.”

She distributes wheelchairs to tens of thousands
of  poor people all over the world.
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2. Don’t condemn yourself.
When you see another person healed through prayer

and you are not, don’t immediately conclude it’s because
you don’t have sufficient faith. Though faith is necessary
for healing, God heals people primarily because of His
love and compassion. We read in the Bible, “Jesus was
moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick”
(Mt 14:14). Blind Bartimaeus cried, “Son of David, have
mercy on me!” (Mk 10:48). Apostle Paul wrote about
Epaphroditus, “Indeed he was sick almost unto death;
but God had mercy on him” (Phil 2:27).

If you are too weak to believe, simply tell God, “Lord, I
believe; help my unbelief!” (Mk 9:24). Several ministers
in the frontline healing ministry have not been healed by
a miracle but have gone through even major surgeries.
Kathryn Khulman (1907-1976), an outstanding woman
in the healing ministry, died of cancer. Prophet Elisha,
who had the double portion of the Spirit, who performed
so many miracles, died of a disease (2 Ki 13:14). Does
this mean these people didn’t have faith?

Paul had a thorn in his flesh. Several preachers have
argued it was not a disease. Various explanations are
offered. But one thing is certain: the thorn was not a
problem in his spirit or soul but his body— “the flesh” (2
Cor 12:7). You may call it by whatever name you want!
Paul was a man of great faith and prayer. But he was not
relieved of this physiological problem. People were healed
by touching even his handkerchiefs (Acts 19:12). But
Timothy who worked so closely with him was not healed
of his stomach ailment (1 Tim 5:23).

Another preacher may tell you that you are not healed
because of your negative confession! Please read all the
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so-called negative confessions of Job and see what God
finally testified about his words in sum total. The Lord
said, “My servant Job has spoken of Me what is right”
(Job 42:7). And God healed him! When you have pain in
your arm, don’t confess, “I have no pain.” It’s a lie! That’s
what a “negative” confession is. Tell God the exact truth
and that’s what a father would like his child to do!

3. Ask God to cleanse you.
We cannot say every sickness is a direct result of sin in

our lives. God is not the author of any sickness but He
permits physical suffering into our lives to get our
attention.

When Jesus healed the man who was sick for thirty-
eight years, He said to him, “See, you have been made
well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing comes on you” (Jn
5:14). The healing promise in Exodus 15:26 was given on
the condition of obedience to God’s commandments. Paul
wrote about several believers who became sick or who
even died because of improper participation in the Lord’s
Supper (1 Cor 11:29,30). James the Apostle writes that
the prayer of faith by the elders would heal the sick, and
if he had committed sins, he would be forgiven (Js 5:l5).

Open up yourself to let God search your heart, and
confess to Him whatever is revealed. The Blood of Christ
cleanses you instantly from all sin (1 Jn l:7). There is no
sin that is too dark and no act too bad to be forgiven (Isa
1:l8). Find out if there is someone you have wronged. Get
right with that person and keep your conscience clear.

There may not be a gross sin in your life but you may
be deviating from His perfect path. The Psalmist said, “O
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Lord, before I was afflicted I went astray, but now I keep
Your word... It is good for me that I have been afflicted,
that I may learn Your statutes” (Psa 119:67,71). The Bible
teaches, “Now no chastisement seems to be joyful for the
present, but grievous; nevertheless, afterward it yields
the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it” (Heb 12:11).

Insufficient rest, improper food and violation of certain
laws of nature are also factors causing sickness. Take
remedial measures.

4. Relax into God’s hand.
Just because you are not healed yet, you don’t need to

stop praying for healing or expecting a miracle. It is never
too late for God to perform a miracle. God gave Abraham
a baby when he was too old to have one (Gen 2l:2). Jesus
healed the paralytic man after 38 years of suffering (Jn
5:5,8,9). But we must learn to rest in the Lord and wait
on Him patiently. He is Sovereign and He can do anything.

Apostle Paul pleaded for the removal of his physical
problem but God simply promised him, “My strength will
uphold you in your weakness; My grace is sufficient for
you!” God knew Paul was better with the thorn than
without it (2 Cor 12:7-10). Timothy had to manage his
stomach problem with a regular medical treatment (1 Tim
5:23). Jesus desired the cup of suffering to be removed
from Him but left it to His Father’s will (Mt 26:39).

Let us learn to thank God in “everything,” for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for us (1 Thess 5:18). For,
“ALL things (seemingly good or bad) work together for good
to those who love God and who are called according to
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God’s purpose” (Rom 8:28) Learn to most gladly boast in
your weaknesses, that the power of Christ may rest on
you (2 Cor l2:9).

Another reason why we are let to pass through the valley
of distress is that we may get a heart of compassion for
the fellow sufferers and learn to comfort them. The Apostles
said, “Blessed be the God of all comfort, who comforts us
in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we
ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Cor l:3,4).

Whether sick or healthy, we are jewels in the hands of
God. Let’s be shining for Him through continuous worship
and consistent witnessing. History is filled with examples
of those who burnt and shone for God in spite of their
afflictions. Missionary David Brainerd (1718-1747) was
so ill at times that you could tell where he had been riding
by the blood he had spit up on the snow. The saintly Robert
Murray McCheyne (1813-1843) had a severe heart problem.
Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), the Prince of  Preachers,
had afflictions. Amy Carmichael (1861-1951) spent nearly
38 years bedridden. David Watson (1933-1984), that saintly
author, continued writing glorious messages even after
he was diagnosed of a terminal disease. We conclude,
CHRIST WILL BE MAGNIFIED IN OUR BODY, WHETHER
BY LIFE OR BY DEATH! (Phil l:20).

There’s no one in the world without sickness. Each
one has some disease or weakness. Hear what Apostle
Paul says about this: “We know that when this earthly
tent we live in is taken down, we will have a house in
Heaven, an eternal body made for us by God Himself and
not by human hands. We grow weary in our present bodies,
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and we long to put on our heavenly bodies like new
clothing” (2 Cor 5:1,2).

Now God’s Spirit indwells us to quicken our mortal
bodies (Rom 8:11). But when Jesus comes again, He will
transform our bodies (Phil 3:20,21), and usher us into the
Glory Land where there is no sickness, no sorrow and no
tears (Rev 2l:4). Until then, the Grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ and the Love of God the Father and the Fellowship
of the Holy Spirit will surely be with us!

(This article is available in English and in Tamil as a
colourful 8-page tract on art paper to be given away to those
who are not healed. Contact the author for your requirement.)
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Giving is a Grace!

According to Jesus, giving is the most blessed spiritual
exercise. He said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive”
(Acts 20:35). Giving is the very basic character of God. The
Father gave His Son. The Son gave Himself. And the Holy
Spirit gives His gifts. Someone said, “You can give without
loving but you can’t love without giving.”

All great events in history have been times of God
bestowing gifts on man. In creation God gave man a
beautiful world. At Christmas God gave man a Saviour. At
Calvary Christ gave His blood. At Pentecost God showered
the Holy Spirit. Christ will come with His rewards at His
Second Advent. Obedience or disobedience of man does not
change this glorious character of God. Before sin entered,
He was a God of giving (Gen 1:29). After sin entered, He is
still a God of giving (Mt 5:45). After sin will be removed, He
will continue to be a God of giving (Rev 21:6). We are
commanded to “be imitators of God as dear children” (Eph
5:1). As God is a giver we must be givers too.



72

The Giver
God primarily desires to have us before He can receive

ours. The Macedonian saints present a good example. The
Apostles testified, “They first gave themselves to the Lord,
and then to us by the will of God” (2 Cor 8:5). Both Cain and
Abel brought gifts to God. Because Cain’s life was not
acceptable before God, his offering was rejected. The
inspired Apostle writes about Cain that he was of the
wicked one and his works were evil but those of Abel were
righteous (Gen 4:3-7; 1 Jn 3:11,12). King Saul disobeyed
God and offered Him sacrifices. God was least interested in
his offerings (1 Sam 15:22). God called the offerings of the
people as “futile sacrifices” until they would wash
themselves and make clean (Isa 1:10-17).

Jesus emphatically said not to offer our gift until we get
right with our brother whom we have wronged. He said,
“FIRST be reconciled!” (Mt 5:23,24). A life of clear con-
science before God and man is an absolute necessity for
our offering to be acceptable. God is love but He never
relaxes on righteousness and His holy demands.

Also, obeying the civil authorities means we obey God
(Rom 13:1-7). Ill-gotten wealth is abomination before God.
Our God who is Light does not accept black money. That
which must be paid to Caesar should not be offered to
Christ. You may give huge sums of money to a Christian
ministry after evading your tax. Remember, your offering
will be recorded here but not “There!”

Place yourself first on the altar. Be cleansed by the
Blood. Set your life right on the Biblical principles of
righteousness. Then God will be pleased with what you
offer to Him.
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“The Lord respected Abel and his offering,
but He did not respect Cain and his offering ...

because Cain’s works were evil and his brother’s righteous”
(Gen 4:4,5; 1 Jn 3:12).
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The Gift
“How much should I give God?” So ask many Christians.

The question must be, “How much can I keep for myself?”

Before the Law was given, there was the voluntary
practice of giving a tenth to God. The examples are
Abraham and Jacob (Gen 14:20; 28:22). During the time of
the Law, it was a definite commandment: “All the tithe of
the land, whether of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the
Lord’s. It is holy to the Lord” (Lev 27:30). Christ endorsed
this practice because He as a Son of the Law came to fulfill
the Law (Mt 23:23). Christ is the end of the Law. The New
Covenant or the New Testament begins after the death of
Christ (Mk 14:24).

There is no law of tithing in the teaching of the New
Testament. The references to giving in the New Testament
suggest no legalistic pattern. For example, 2 Cor 9:7, “Let
each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or
of necessity: for God loves a cheerful giver.” The word
“necessity” here means “compulsion.” Very interestingly in
2 Corinthians 8 and 9, giving is called a “grace” (8:1,6,7,19;
9:14). Can grace be calculated or measured? Paul bears
witness of the Macedonian saints that “according to their
ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely
willing” (2 Cor 8:3). Even while teaching the early Church
on systematic giving, Paul said, “On the first day of the
week let each one of you lay something aside storing up as
he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come”
(1 Cor 16:2).

It is noteworthy that even during the first century the
Christians realised that they had come under a “better
covenant,” and so they left behind the legal demands of the
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old covenant and got into the practice of “sacrificial” and
“liberal” giving, praising God for “His indescribable gift!” (2
Cor 9:15). It is unfortunate that several Churches and
Christians today in their teaching and practice go back to
the lesser standard of the Old Covenant! Today tithing may
be alright to begin with. But as we grow in other graces and
virtues, we must “abound in this grace also” — in the grace
of giving! (2 Cor 8:7). We should give and give and give until
it affects us! Read the challenging words of David: “Nor will
I offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God with that which
costs me nothing!” (2 Sam 24:24).

Several Indian Christians have gone abroad for jobs
overseas, most of them obviously to earn more. I have
painfully observed that many of those who earn and save
millions of rupees each month overseas give the same one
tenth to God as most of their poor brothers and sisters in
India who hardly are able to make their both ends meet
with a few thousands they earn here. As our income
increases, the proportion of our offering to God also must
increase. “As God has prospered...” (1 Cor 16:2). Otherwise
we are only giving less or decreasing our giving. God who
blesses us with better jobs and greater income is
dishonoured. Paul writes to the rich people to be “rich” in
giving also! (1 Tim 6:17-19). What a challenge that the
“deep poverty” of the Macedonian saints abounded in the
“riches of their liberality” (2 Cor 8:2)!

The Recipient

“To whom should I give?” This is the next question.

Our first responsibility is to the local Church. In the
New Testament, the words Pastor, Elder, Bishop and
Shepherd refer to one and the same office. Paul’s
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instruction is clear: “Let the elders who rule well be
counted worthy of double honour, especially those who
labour in the Word and doctrine. ...The labourer is worthy
of his wages” (1 Tim 5:17,18). A sizeable portion of what
you set aside from your income each month may be given
for the livelihood of the pastors and the maintenance of the
local Church.

Your next most important obligation is to evangelism
and missionary work. Paul was an Apostle. The meaning
of the word “apostle” is “one who is sent forth.” The Latin
equivalent of the word means “missionary.” “All missionaries
may not be apostles, but all apostles are missionaries,”
observed Watchman Nee (1903-1972). Paul’s missionary
journeys and his evangelistic activities were made possible
by the liberal gifts of God’s people. While writing to the
Philippian Church he said, “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly
that now at last your care for me has flourished again... For
even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my
necessities” (Phil 4:10-16). Paul was a missionary par
excellence. He says, “I have made it my aim to preach the
Gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on
another man’s foundation” (Rom 15:20). But “how shall
they preach unless they are sent?” (Rom 10:14,15). The
cost of maintaining missionaries in remote areas, planting
Churches and building worship halls, and caring for the
new believers especially when they are thrown out of their
non-Christian communities, is much more than that of the
local Churches in urban and sub-urban areas. Similarly
the cost of translation and printing of Bibles in native
languages is quite high. Hence it is only logical that a
maximum portion of what you set aside as the Lord’s
money goes to missions.
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Then comes our obligation to the poor — both Christian
and non-Christian. The early apostles maintained a high
degree of social concern for the poor alongwith their
missionary-evangelistic endeavours. “James, Cephas, and
John...desired only that we should remember the poor, the
very thing which I (Paul) also was eager to do” (Gal 2:9,10).
When there was a great famine, “the disciples, each
according to his ability, determined to send relief to the
brothers dwelling in Judea” (Acts 11:29). Faith and works
should go together (Js 2:14-17). Evangelism and social
concern should not be separated. The order need not be
“soap, soup and salvation.” You can have it as “salvation,
soap and soup!” You may help the poor either directly or
through relief agencies and missions. One of the late chief
ministers of Tamilnadu said, “You can see God in the smile
of the poor!”  Solomon wrote thousands of years ago, “He
who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord” (Prov 19:17).

A word of warning needs be served here. No pastor has
any scriptural authority to demand “all the tithes” of the
believers to be paid to him. Malachi 3:10 is a misquotation.
Under the old covenant, all the religious ceremonies were
in and around the Temple, and only the priests were
permitted to perform these duties. Today the system of the
Levitical Priesthood is abolished and “all believers” are
kings and priests before the Lord (Heb 7:11; Rev 1:6).
Comparing yesterday’s Temple storehouse to today’s local
Church is wrong. There are so many religious activities
outside the local Church today. For example — Bible
Translation Ministries, Bible Societies, Tribal Missions,
Medical Missions, Broadcasting & Telecasting Ministries,
Tracts and Gospel Publishers, Child Evangelism, Prison
Fellowships, Rehabilitation Ministries for Drug Addicts,
Campus Evangelism, Bible Colleges, Relief Agencies, etc.
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We are all colabourers with God in building up His
Kingdom. It is necessary for a believer to join a local
Church but he must be in open fellowship with the saints
of all other Churches around and various ministries God
has raised.

Another important point is, when we contribute to a
Church or a ministry, we must ensure proper accounting
and faithful stewardship of the funds received. In certain
tithe-demanding Churches, there is no open accounting
system for the “tithes” received. When an assistant pastor
of a large urban Church in South India was asked about
the funds position, he simply said, “I know nothing about
it, brother. Please ask the chief Pastor!” This happens to be
a Pentecostal Church. Such Pentecostal popish system
should go. The single pastor system is totally unknown to
the New Testament. The leadership was always plural in
the New Testament (Acts 14:23; 20:17; Phil 1:1; 1 Thess
5:12; Tit 1:5; Heb 13:7,17,24; Js 5:14). All funds received
by a Church or a Mission, in whatever name it is received,
should be properly accounted for and handled by a team of
elders (other than the minister’s relatives) and open to the
people. As per the Indian Government rules, all such funds
must be audited and accounts submitted to the
Government. Apostle Paul testified, “Avoiding this: that
anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is
administered by us — providing honourable things, not
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men” (2
Cor 8:20,21). You may without any fear or guilt stop giving
money to any pastor or minister who refuses to maintain
proper accounts, open to the people, for “all” the money
received. This will bring about a great spiritual revolution
— for good!
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The Reward
Giving is an act of worship. The purest form of worship

is blessing God for who He is. Worship is worthship.
Expecting something in return spoils the purity of this
heavenly exercise. We must give God for who He is and not
for what He will give back to us. Abraham told his servants
he would go up and “worship” and come back. What he
meant was offering Isaac on the altar! (Gen 22:5). Mary
poured the ointment on the feet of Jesus simply out of love
for Him and not to receive anything back from Him (Lk 7:47).

A cheap modern Gospel known as prosperity gospel has
become the plague of the day. It has put the childish
question in the mouth of its victims, “What shall I get?” It is
true that God blesses the giver but how and when is to be
clearly understood. To the liberal givers of the Corinthian
Church, Paul wrote, “May He... increase the fruits of your
righteousness” (2 Cor 9:10). To the liberal Philippians He
wrote, “My God shall supply all your need according to His
riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil 4:19). There have been
saints who gave all their wealth to the cause of God and
were happy to live a simple life with just the minimum
necessities, and sometimes even without it, all the rest of
their life. To say that anyone who gives liberally to God will
become rich and prosperous in this world is false, as
proved from the Scripture and experience. Certainly, our
reward “in heaven” will be great. “If in this life only we
have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most miserable”
(1 Cor 15:19).

Beware of preachers who promise and guarantee you
material prosperity when you give liberally to their projects!
Don’t be carried away by the few testimonies they publish
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in their magazines. They are all meant to trap you in their
schemes. Out of their 10,000 donors, there would be some
10 or 20 striking testimonies — that too God alone knows
whether it was a direct result of giving to their projects!
When just these few testimonies are collected and
professionally presented, you are easily carried away.
Thousands of believers are already disillusioned. Beware!
Again I say, beware!

Does this mean you cannot expect any material blessing
in turn for what you give God? No! Ask Him what you want
but He is sovereign and so He will give  you what  you need
to fulfill His purposes on earth. We must be like the
champions of faith who desired “a better, that is, a
heavenly country... of whom the world was not worthy!”
(Heb 11:16,38). Jim Elliot (1927-1956) captured this spirit
right when he said, “He is no fool who loses what he cannot
keep to gain what he cannot lose!”
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10

The Church Yesterday and Today

Revivalist Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) lamented,
“The Church that is, is not the Church that was!” I add,
“The Church that is, is not the Church that should be!”
Here’s a comparision of the Church that was and the
Church that is. This observation is to send us weeping
before the Lord.

Church Yesterday Church Today

1. Only believers were baptized. Babies are sprinkled.

2. The dunamis of the Spirit A degree from seminary
was the primary requisite is the basic qualification.
for ministry.

3. Leaders were selected by Leaders are elected by
prayer and fasting. canvassing and bribing.

4. Even the deacons had to be Some pastors are not
full of the Spirit. even born of the Spirit.
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5. The apostles refused to Pastors and preachers
leave prayer and preaching cleave to administration
for administration. and business matters.

6. They had little gold We have lot of gold
but lot of glory. but little glory.

7. Money was at the apostles’ Money is in the pastor’s
feet. fist.

8. They shared their own We swindle the Church
property. property.

9. Hypocrisy was judged Hypocrisy jingles in the
instantly. pulpit and pew.

10.They witnessed to the We simply witness the
world. world.

11.They turned the world We tour the world
upside down. up and down.

12.When they were persecuted, When there is problem,
they resorted to prayer. we run to the police.

13.They sang everywhere We sink everything in
the Easter message. Christmas merry-making.

14.Miracles attested their The media advertise our
message. They had “acts” meetings. We just act on
on the streets. the stage.

15.The ministers had no titles We have numerous titles
or special dresses, but the and sacred robes,
demons trembled before but the devils trifle
them. with us.
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16. They released their best We retain the best and
ministers for missionary send forth the rest.
work.

17. They had no building We specialise in
projects. The Church was buildings. We are static.
mobile.

18. They were multiplying. We are dividing.

19. All believers were The pastor is all in all.
soulwinners. Evangelism His heart beats fast if
was their heartbeat. any member becomes

active in evangelism.

20. They left Jerusalem and We save all we can
spent all to reach the end to somehow make a trip
of the earth. to Jerusalem.

“Thus says the Lord: Stand in the ways and see,
and ask for the old paths, where the good way
is, and walk in it; then you will find rest for your
souls” (Jer 6:16).

(Watch the 6 Talks by the author in the 6-DVD pack, titled
“Old Paths,” English-Tamil, delivered in Karaikudi, South
India, October 2010.)
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11

Ten Steps to Christian Unity

One of the questions frequently asked during my inland
and overseas ministerial tours was, “How is missionary
work in India after the assassination of the Australian
missionary Mr. Graham Staines (1941-1999) and his two
sons?” My answer everywhere was, “There was never a
time in Church history when she was not persecuted.
The only difference is that persecution of the Church in
India today is more organised than ever. According to
Jesus, persecution will only increase as we approach the
end of this age. There is no promise in the Bible that our
prayers would stop persecution. Rather, God will use the
fires of persecution to purify the Church so she may
effectively fulfill her mission on earth.”

One reason why God allows persecution is to unite the
otherwise divided Church. Apostle Paul reflected this truth
in his deep concern for the Philippian believers who were
going through intense persecution. He wrote, “Stand fast
in ONE SPIRIT, with ONE MIND striving TOGETHER for
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the faith of the Gospel, and not in any way be terrified by
your adversaries” (Phil 1:27,28).

The enemies within us weaken us more than the
enemies outside. Jesus said that a kingdom or a city or a
house that’s divided against itself would not stand (Mt
12:25). Will then a Church that’s divided against itself
stand? Of all the problems in the Church the worst one is
disunity. Take for example the Corinthian Church. It was
obviously a problematic Church. In no other Epistle the
apostle deals with so many problems. Of those problems
the first one he addressed was disunity. He began the
first chapter of the first Epistle and ended the last chapter
of the second Epistle with the issue of disunity (1 Cor
1:10,11; 2 Cor 13:11). If the problem of disunity can be
dealt with, I believe all the other ills can be much easily
cured.

I prescribe here ten simple steps towards practical
unity. I address primarily the leadership of the Church.

1. Begin with the leaders.
Psalm 133 is a much beloved one. There are several

songs and choruses composed with its content. It is
invariably quoted whenever unity is talked about. The
Psalm begins with an exclamation: “Behold, how good
and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in
unity!” (v 1). “Brothers” here can be understood to mean
the children or the people of God. The nature of such
brilliant unity is graphically illustrated in the remaining
two verses of the Psalm. The Psalmist gives two pictures:
Oil that “runs down” and dew that “descends.” The flow
of oil starts with the “head” of Aaron, the High Priest. The
dew starts descending from Mount Hermon. Why Hermon?



86

It’s the highest of all the mountains of Palestine. Olives is
2600 feet, Sinai 7500 feet, and Hermon 9100 feet! The
garments of Aaron and the mountains of Zion refer to the
assembly of God’s people. Aaron and Hermon speak of
leadership. Unless unity starts with leaders, it won’t be
lasting. (“Life forevermore,” v3).

2. Know we have a common enemy.
The seven oneness factors listed in Ephesians 4:4-6

are generally taken as the basis for Christian unity. “One
body... one Spirit... one hope... one Lord... one faith...
one baptism... one God and Father.” Unfortunately these
very factors have driven us to opposite poles. How many
divisions have been caused because of the difference in
understanding of the Person of the “one Spirit” and the
practice of “one baptism!” Perhaps we can add one more
factor to this list to help us come together. It is “one
enemy!” Satan the archenemy of God and man is a
common enemy for us all. Why don’t we unite atleast to
fight our common enemy?

Jesus wanted His disciples to know that the enemy
was common. Once John came to Jesus reporting, “Master,
we saw someone casting out demons in Your Name, and
we prevented him because he does not follow with us.”
Jesus replied, “Do not prevent him; for he who is not
against us is for us” (Lk 9:49,50). Christians in other
camps, though they may not follow Christ exactly like us,
are not our enemies. We all belong to the same Father
and serve the same Lord. The common enemy is Satan.

Jesus has alerted and challenged us with another fact:
Satan is not divided! He asked, “If Satan casts out Satan,
he is divided against himself. How then will his kingdom
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“Is Christ divided?”
(1 Cor 1:13)
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stand?” (Mt 12:26). When the expelled evil spirit found
that the house he had once occupied was vacant and
well-furnished, he did not selfishly say, “Let me tell no
one about it. I will enjoy the facility as the sole occupant.”
Rather he went out to quickly mobilize seven other spirits
and made a triumphant re-entry (Mt 12:43-45). What
selfless cooperation among demonic spirits!

There would have been atleast 2000 evil spirits inside
that man who was dwelling in the mountains and tombs
of Gadarenes. See how united they were in their prayer to
Jesus! There was no dispute among them whether to be
sent into swine or donkeys or goats! (Mk 5:9-13). We
Christians are not able to unite even for prayer. Shame!

3. Make folks understand the urgency of the hour.
We often divide people into three groups: Those who

make things happen; those who watch things happen;
and those who know not what happens. Majority of
Christians belongs to the third group, sadly. They are the
silent majority because they just don’t know what’s
happening and what they are supposed to do.

People are not inspired enough because they are not
informed enough. What they hear from pulpits does not
convey anything clear to them. “If the trumpet makes an
uncertain sound, who will prepare himself for battle?”
(1 Cor 14:8).

Under the leadership of Nehemiah we find that “all the
people gathered together AS ONE MAN” (Neh 8:1). How
did it happen? Nehemiah explained to the leaders and
the people the gravity of the situation and challenged
them about the need of the hour. The people caught the
spirit of the leader and responded positively and
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overwhelmingly. It is said that the people had a mind to
work (2:17,18; 4:6). Greater the challenge deeper the
commitment!

Leaders of God’s people must have one hand on the
Bible and the other on the newspapers. Only when they
interpret the message of the Bible against the background
of the news of the world, they will be relevant on the pulpit.
This will give prophetic edge to their sermons.

4. Use evangelism for a common platform.
Evangelism is a great unifier. The story is told about

some crewmen who were fighting against each other
aboard a ship. But when they watched a passenger
inadvertently falling into the sea, they forgot their fight
and got united in their efforts to rescue the man. This is
what evangelism does. The realisation of the supremacy
and the urgency of the task makes us forget our petty
differences and put our heads and shoulders together to
finish the work. When Fanny Crosby (1823-1915) was
asked which she considered the top most of her over 8000
hymns, she instantly replied,

Rescue the perishing;
Care for the dying;
Snatch them in pity
From sin and the grave!

There have been instances in Church history when
Churches and denominations had come together with
slogans like, “United to witness!” But in many cases, some
sort of unity came but the witness was gone! This is
deplorable. The ultimate purpose of unity among God’s
people on earth is to leave an impact on the world with
the message of the Cross. The Lord Jesus stated it so
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vividly in His high priestly prayer: “I do not pray for these
alone, but also for those who will believe in Me thro’ their
word; that they all may be ONE, as You, Father, are in
Me, and I in You; that they also may be ONE in Us, THAT
THE WORLD MAY BELIEVE that You sent Me” (Jn
17:20,21). Loving one another as Christ’s disciples is not
just to go about having a nice time of fellowship among
ourselves, but that all the outsiders may know that we
follow Him (Jn 13:35). Engaging ourselves with the
evangelistic efforts of other Churches and organisations
to whatever extent possible paves way to bring us all
quickly to unity (Eph 4:12,13).

5. Recognize the strengths of others.
Instead of recognizing the strengths of others, we

normally criticize their weaknesses. No wonder we all
suffer discouragement.

No one in the Body of Christ is too strong to need the
help of others. God has created us so “there should be no
division in the Body, but that the organs should have the
same care for one another” (1 Cor 12:25). When Paul
realized that God had primarily called him to evangelize
the Gentile world, he recognized that Peter was specifically
equipped to reach the Jewish community. Both were
apostolic ministries but the target groups were different
(Gal 1:8). Similarly Peter acknowledged the rich Bible
teaching ministry of Paul (2 Pet 3:15,16). Lack of such
mutual recognition will lead us to overlapping, duplication
and competition resulting in rivalry.

What a lesson we learn from Joab the military
commander of Israel! He told his brother Abishai, “If the
Syrians are too strong for me, then you shall help me.
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But if the people of Ammon are too strong for you, then I
will come and help you... Be of good courage, and let us
be strong for our people and the cities of our God” (2 Sam
10:9-12). One’s strength helps in the weakness of the
other. “Iron sharpens iron” (Prov 27:17).

Evangelicals are strong in the exposition of the “Word.”
Roman Catholics and mainline Protestants are good in
“deeds” of charity. Pentecostals are mighty in “signs.” None
of these three can get the job done alone. Only when all
the three come together, we can witness the sweeping
influence of the Gospel to bring non-Christians to faith
and obedience (Rom 15:18,19).

6. Relate freely to para-church organisations.
All through Church history God has used para-church

organisations as a link between Churches of various
denominations. This is because of the interdenominational
or transdenominational nature of such organisations.

The word “para” throws many pastors and Church
leaders off gear. The Holy Spirit was named by Christ as
“Para-clete” which simply means “one called alongside to
help.” It’s a Greek word. Technicians, nurses and
therapists are called para-medicals. Certain things they
can definitely do better than doctors. This should not make
doctors feel threatened or insecure. Para-church organi-
sations are not a substitute but a supplement to the local
Churches.

The Father is not the Son, the Son is not the Holy
Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the Father. They are
distinct personalities with diverse functions. Yet they are
perfectly united. This is “the” prescribed model for us.
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Jesus prayed, “that they all may be one, as You, Father,
are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us”
(Jn 17:21).

Of the five main types of ministers in the New Testament
listed in Ephesians 4:11, some are primarily local and
others translocal. For example, apostles and evangelists
are primarily translocal or mobile ministers even though
at times they may function locally or residentially. It is
consistently observed that para-Church organisations are
gifted with translocal ministers. When pastors allow their
congregational members to freely relate to para-Church
organisations, the local Churches will receive fresh input
and at the same time it will be an opportunity for believers
of various churches to mix up with one another atleast
for common programmes and develop Christian bonds.
(Please read Chapter 21 in this book to understand this
concept more clearly.)

7. Teach and exercise unity in small groups.
Everything starts small in the Kingdom of God. The

Kingdom of God is “like a mustard seed.” It is now a “little
flock.” Jesus taught His disciples about a gathering of
“two or three.” After His three and a half year ministry,
they were about 120 disciples. They were with “one accord”
(Acts 1:14,15). When the number multiplied to 3000, they
could maintain the same oneness (2:41,44). When it
further swelled up to 5000, the oneness was still there
(4:4,32).

The character of small units will be reflected in the
larger group. Home cells are a good ground for exercising
oneness. We talk about local Churches. In the New
Testament times they had local house gatherings.
Christians of various Churches and denominations living
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in one locality can come together in spacious houses
periodically for prayer and sharing. This kind of fellowship
will not only enhance Christian unity but also leave a
powerful impact on the non-Christian neighbours. What
a thousand member Church will not be able to accomplish,
local house groups will do much easily. This is how “fear
came upon every soul” following Pentecost (Acts
2:43,46,47).

At the beginning of this article, I stressed the need for
leaders to come together. Here again this must start locally
before we can talk at the regional or national level. Each
town must have a functional fellowship of priests, pastors,
leaders and preachers of various Churches, organisations
and institutions. They can have love feasts, organize
processions or such common programmes during festival
seasons of Christmas and Easter, and do any such thing
which will bring them closer and free them from
suspicions. We cannot afford the luxury of disunity in a
land like India with a population that is 96% non-
Christian.

8. Strive for spiritual and not structural unity.
Unity among Christians does not mean bringing

Churches and denominations under one structural roof.
We are not talking about union but unity. The Church is
not a club. It’s an organic body. The commonality between
Christians and congregations must be life. Isaac and
Ishmael cannot dwell together. God would not allow
Abraham to provide even an out-house for Ishmael (Gal
4:28-31). God’s law does not permit ploughing with an ox
and a donkey together (Dt 22:10).

A diligent comparison of Ephesians 4:3 and 4:13
teaches us that the “unity of the Spirit” is already there
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and it must be “maintained;” whereas the “unity of faith”
is still not realized and we must aim to “attain” it. In
other words discussions about doctrines and deeds can
start only where there is life in the Spirit. Those who sleep
in graves don’t fight against each other. Is it unity???
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones (1899-1981) rightly said, “Putting
all the ecclesiastical corpses into one graveyard will not
bring about a resurrection!”

We must also remember that sameness is not oneness,
and unity is not uniformity. The beauty of God’s creation
is in its variety. So also in the congregations of recreated
men and women. We have so many forms of worship,
methods of administration, and types of evangelism. This
is our strength. Unity in diversity!

9. Emphasize the centrality of the Cross.
If Jews and non-Jews could be brought together, unity

is possible between any groups of Christians. Jews and
non-Jews were so hostile towards each other that Jews
were even capable of calling their non-Jewish neighbours
as dogs. The Jews would have thought that the Messiah
would call the Gentiles to become Jews. But He put the
Cross at the centre and called both the groups to meet
there. The enmity was killed by the cross. The middle
wall of division was broken down (Eph 2:14-16). That’s
why while discussing unity apostle Paul challenged the
Corinthian Christians, “Was Paul crucified for you?” (1
Cor 1:12,13).

The cross is the symbol of reconciliation. The vertical
staff speaks of man’s reconciliation with God; and the
horizontal speaks of man’s reconciliation with his
fellowmen. One leads to the other and one cannot exist
without the other (Prov 16:7; 1 Jn 4:20,21). Let’s learn to
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boast of the cross instead of crowing about our styles
and accomplishments. When the cross is lifted up,
everything else loses its charm, and everyone will run to
its shadow. In the words of the hymnologist Isaac Watts
(1674-1748),

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most
I sacrifice them to His blood.

In a carpenter’s shop arose in his absence a quarrel
between the tools. One group wanted the hammer to get
out because he was too noisy. Others said that the plane
should be sent out because he was too shallow. The
complaint against the chisel was that he was too sharp,
that against the footrule was that he was too judgemental,
and so on. When the carpenter returned he used all the
tools, made a cross, and died on it!

10. Pray for a Holy Spirit revival.
The outcome of the revival portrayed in the vision of

dry bones was not just that they became a great army.
God performed the miracle of joining the two sticks of
Judah & Co. and Joseph & Co. into one. He said, “I will
make them ONE nation in the land... and ONE king shall
be king over them all; they shall NO LONGER BE TWO
nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms
again” (Ezek 37:16-22).

The result of Pentecost was just the same. “All who
believed were TOGETHER.” “They raised their voice to God
with ONE ACCORD.” “The multitude of those who believed
were of ONE HEART and ONE SOUL.” (Acts 2:44; 4:24,32).
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The Holy Spirit is a Spirit of love. Through His fruit of
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness and
gentleness, He enables God’s people to live in harmony
(Gal 5:22,23).

In the present condition, Christian unity seems to be
an impossibility. It’s as hard and as huge as a mountain.
But it can be brought about by “God’s Spirit” (Zech 4:6,7).
We can be optimistic about it because Jesus did not pray
for what would not happen. Because He has specifically
prayed for it, it will become a reality when we respond to
the wooings of His Spirit.

“Do it, Lord, in our generation!”

(This article is a talk delivered by the author in the
Ecumenical Assembly 2000, August 26-27, Madurai, South
India, a gathering of Roman Catholic and Protestant Church
leaders, institutional heads and representatives of Tamilnadu
and Pondicherry.)
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12

Don’ts for Preachers

Hundreds of ministries have sprung up in these four
or five decades (1960-2010) in India. While we rejoice over
the fact that more and more people are reached with the
Gospel through these ministries, the confusion and
shallowness among them cause great concern. In this
chapter I share with preachers what the Lord is teaching
me. I do not venture to write because I think I am perfect
but I yearn to see the Lord’s Name glorified through all of
us in India.

1. Don’t copy other ministries.
We are all called to work in the same vineyard but

God’s assignments to ministries differ. Some are called
to be eyes — say, prophets. “If the whole body were an
eye, where would be the hearing?” (1 Cor 12:17). Some
are to be hands — say, helpers. Legs or feet may speak of
pioneer missionaries, and so on. “Let each one remain
with God in that calling in which he was called” (1 Cor
7:24). Don’t change track in the race. Just because a
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particular type of ministry is more popular, successful or
appealing to people, don’t jump into it like the business-
men of this world. You have a race that is set before you
and run it with “endurance” — patience, determination,
steadiness, perseverance, resolution and courage (Heb
12:1). We can learn so many helpful things from other
ministries but we should not lose the originality God has
given us. When we start doing what God has not called
us to do, we still will be finding some blessing but would
have missed God’s best for us. God delights in variety.
Look at His creation to appreciate His taste. “Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all
workers of miracles?” (1 Cor 12:29). The answer is simply
“no.” We should be a voice, not an echo.

2. Don’t exceed your limits.
Apostle Paul wrote, “I say, through the grace given to

me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself
more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly,
as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith” (Rom
12:3). In the Parable of Talents, we find all were not given
equal number of talents. One was given five, the other
two and the next just one. God’s demand is only according
to what is given to us. It is good to plan big projects but
the Bible admonishes us to “sit down first and count the
cost,” whether we have enough to finish it (Lk 14:28-30).
I have painfully watched many faith evangelists in the TV
literally begging people to help pay the large pending bills
or the huge bank loans. This does not bring glory to God.
One of the telecasting agencies in India tells of some
evangelists who don’t even reply its repeated reminders
to pay their long dues of airtime cost. One should not try
to do everything and get into trouble. Expansion is a
blessing from God, but we can always run ahead of Him.
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The Holy Spirit distributes His gifts to each one as He wills
(1 Cor 12:11). Be faithful in small things (Mt 25:21,23).
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Sometimes we fix and announce big targets which are
not clearly guided by the Lord, and then to save our face
before the people we turn heaven and earth and end up
in fleshly methods. Also avoid sympathy appeals which
actually let God down.

3. Don’t compete with other ministries.
We need to draw inspiration from the progress of other

ministries, but the realisation that we are all serving the
same Lord and working towards the same goal will keep
us from unhealthy competition. Look at the example of
Jesus in John 4:13. “When the Lord knew that the
Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more
disciples than John... He left Judea and departed again
to Galilee.” What a lesson! Years ago, while attending an
international conference a Western mission leader asked
me how many fulltime workers we had in the Blessing
Youth Mission I was leading. At that time we had just
thirty and I gave that number. The leader of another
Mission in India was by my side and without anyone
asking him he said, “We have fifty!” This rat race should
stop. We should die to our boasting of figures and
achievements. “Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich
man glory in his riches;... He who glories, let him glory in
the Lord” (Jer 9:23; 1 Cor 1:31). We should learn to rejoice
over the victories of other ministries. “Rejoice with those
who rejoice” (Rom 12:15). God may bypass a senior
Mission and bless the junior Mission, as in the case of
Saul and David. But we should never give place to envy.
Envy is bone cancer! (Prov 14:30).

4. Don’t violate rules.
The Christian life and ministry are compared to

athletics, an army, a building, etc. These are all governed
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by definite rules and regulations. Apostle Paul rightly said,
“If anyone competes in athletics, he is not crowned unless
he competes according to the rules” (2 Tim 2:5). The spirit
of the Christian ministerial world today is that the end
justifies the means. Do anything, anyway, as long as it
blesses the people and benefits the preacher. This is totally
alien to the teaching of the Lord and His apostles. The
Biblical principles should not be violated under any
circumstance. God cannot honour such a work. The
quality of the materials we have used in our building will
be tested on that day by fire — even the Word of God (1
Cor 3:12,13; Jer 23:29). A new brand of preachers has
come up baptizing all their methods and practices with
the formula, “God told me!” People are afraid to think or
discern. It must be clearly established that God never
contradicts His written Word. Let’s beware of forgetting
the Scriptural principles while evolving fund-raising
techniques and promotional methods. Another sad thing
is that defection of workers in ministries has become
common. But the other ministries should not directly or
indirectly encourage the defectors. Leaders should main-
tain high ethical standards. The 10th commandment says,
“You shall not covet your neighbour’s manservant, nor
his maidservant... nor anything that is your neighbour’s”
(Ex 20:17). What you would not want others do to you,
don’t do it to them!

5. Don’t exaggerate.
“Let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes’, and your ‘No’ be ‘No.’ For

whatever is more than these is from the evil one” (Mt
5:37). Almost every ministry has its magazine to report
its news. We should be honest in reporting. God will judge
us for what impression we leave on the readers rather
than what information we serve. If 600 people attended
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our Camp, we do not bring glory to God by saying, “About
1000 people attended!” Because it is a lie, we actually
honour the devil, who is a liar and the father of lies. The
first petition in the Lord’s prayer is, “Hallowed be Your
Name!” How often we have dishallowed His name by
exaggerated and twisted reporting. For our people,
anything above a few thousands is one lakh! Preachers
should not exploit this. If a modern magazine reports the
five-loaves-two-fish miracle, it will simply add two more
digits to the 5000 and the photographic manipulation
will make it appear true! The photographs sent by certain
Indian agencies sometimes make the Western friends
think that most of the Indians live on the streets, carry
bowls begging from house to house and are primitive
tribes. They need pictures and we need dollars, and we
“help” each other! Let’s repent of this sin of giving wrong
impressions.

6. Don’t aim to please men.
The testimony of Paul is a great challenge. “Do I now

persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if
I still pleased men, I would not be a servant of Christ”
(Gal 1:10). We are called to bless people, not please them.
Jesus is called “a stumbling stone and rock of offense”
(Rom 9:33). And Paul speaks of the “offense of the Cross”
(Gal 5:11). Several times we read in the Gospels that the
people were “offended at Jesus” (Mt 13:57; Mk 6:3). Once
the disciples of Jesus came and said to Him, “Do You
know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard
this saying?” But He answered and said, “Every plant
which My Heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the
blind” (Mt 15:12-14). Don’t dilute the truth just to keep
some rich and influential men with you. Don’t soft-pedal
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while preaching that you may gain wide acceptance. John
the Baptist did not garland the Pharisees and Sadducees
saying, “What a privilege to have you in our campaign!”
He simply called them, “Brood of vipers!” and urged them
to repent. Apostle Paul asked the Galatians, “Have I
therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”
(Gal 4:16).

7. Don’t project yourself.
John the Baptist said, “He must increase, but I must

decrease” (Jn 3:30). And Jesus told of John, “Among those
born of women there has not risen one greater than John
the Baptist” (Mt 11:11). It is sickening to see certain
magazines projecting an individual from cover to cover.
The evangelist is photographed in all poses — like cine
stars. After reading a magazine or listening to a message
we should be able to exclaim, “What a wonderful Saviour
we have!” and not “What a powerful preacher he is!” Also
avoid titles like “Reverend, “Rt. Reverend,” and so on.
“Holy and reverend is HIS name” (Psa 111:9). One of the
greatest Indian apostles was just called Brother Bakth
Singh. Jesus said, “You are all brothers” (Mt 23:8). There
are institutions which offer a “Doctorate” for just Rs.
50/- or 100/-. Titles have become so cheap.

8. Don’t be questionable in money matters.
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “Avoiding this: that

anyone should blame us in this lavish gift which is
administered by us — providing honourable things, not
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men”
(2 Cor 8:20,21). In some Churches, the huge sums
received by pastors as “tithes” from people are not
accounted. Unaccounted money is black money. The India
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Missions Association (IMA) admits Missions as members
only if they have their accounts audited and submitted to
the Government. We need such financial accountability
because we are handling public money. The leader of a
Christian ministry should not keep his wife or any relative
as the Treasurer. We should live above reproach. The
Apostles left the business affairs which involved finance
into the hands of “seven men of good reputation” chosen
by the people (Acts 6:3). Billy Graham testifies, “All
financial affairs of our Association are in the hands of the
board of directors; I have no control over this aspect of
the work. Along with the other evangelists on our staff, I
am paid a salary by the board. I have not accepted a
personal gift or offering... Our finances are audited...and
the report is made available to our supporters.” Thank
God for the many leaders in India who can so testify.
Examine whether your hands are clean.

9. Don’t be selfish.
“There should be no schism in the body, but that the

organs should have the same care for one another” (1 Cor
12:25). “Let each of you look out not only for his  own
interests, but also for the interests of others” (Phil 2:4).
Look for opportunities to help other ministries. Share your
resources and knowledge with them. It matters not who
pounds the paddy provided it becomes rice! Also in your
own ministry, don’t always try to bring yourself and your
family to the front. Give ample opportunities to others
and labour to bring them up. As we get older, “Let the
young men now arise, and play before us” (2 Sam 2:14).
They should not wait for our death! Let them take up the
leadership and we can always advise them from behind.
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10. Don’t spread evil reports.
“He who is devoid of wisdom depises his neighbour,

but a man of understanding holds his peace. A talebearer
reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals
a matter” (Prov 11:12,13). When you hear something bad
about a preacher, the only thing you are permitted to do
is to plead for him before the Throne for his restoration
and exhort him privately. Doctrinal errors, heresies and
unscriptural practices of course must be exposed and
people warned. But the pulpit or the press should not be
used for character assassination. When the backslidden
Saul died, David said, “Tell it not in Gath, proclaim it not
in the streets of Ashkelon — lest the daughters of the
Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised
triumph” (2 Sam 1:20). Two Scripture verses are
conclusive: “We ALL stumble in MANY things;” “LOVE will
COVER a multitude of sins” (Js 3:2; 1 Pet 4:8).

Let ministries grow!
Let ministers glow!
Let the Lord be glorified!
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13

Do’s for Preachers

In the previous chapter, I have given ten Don’ts for
Preachers. I tremble before God realizing my unworthiness
to write all these counsel. However I count on His grace
and write here ten positive counsel for ministers. I request
my fellow preachers to be assured that I do not place myself
on a pedestal but identify with them in whatever I write.

1. Maintain a spirit of prayer.
There are three secrets for a successful ministry — First

prayer, second prayer, third prayer! Because, it is neither
by might nor by power but by His Spirit that any true
work of God is accomplished (Zech 4:6). It is possible to
begin in the Spirit and end in flesh (Gal 3:3). God anoints
His men rather than their methods and machinery. Jesus
accomplished so much in three years and six months but
He never allowed any work to crowd out prayer from His
life. None of us need be busier than He. There is a freshness
about a minister who keeps inhaling the fragrance of
prayer. If we do not learn to carry our ministerial burdens
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to the Lord in prayer, we will be crushed by them and
finally collapse. Prayer means exchanging our heavy
burdens for the light yoke of Jesus (Mt 11:28-30). The
work is always great and the harvest always plenty. But
the command of Jesus is, “Pray therefore,” before “Go
therefore!” (Mt 9:38; 28:19). Leonard Ravenhill writes, “A
minister who is not praying is straying.” Travelling is
important but travailing even more. Preachers are in
danger of asking the people to pray for them but neglecting
personal prayer. Paul said, “I  bow my knees,” and then
he urged the people, “You strive together with me in your
prayers” (Eph 3:14; Rom 15:30).

2. Have a disciplined study life.
Apostle Paul admonished Timothy the young minister

to “give attention to reading” (1 Tim 4:13). “For the lips of
a priest should keep knowledge, and people should seek
the Law from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the
Lord of hosts” (Mal 2:7). The early hours of the morning
are best for meditation and deep study. It is possible to
preach sermons with a superficial knowledge of the Bible.
We should get deep into the Word using the study aids
available. “I don’t refer to any study help or commentary
but learn directly from God!” — So have I heard from more
than one person. Though this looks spiritual, it is not
Scriptural. Paul instructed Timothy to teach faithful men
what he had learnt from him and let the process continue
(2 Tim 2:2). And God has placed “teachers” in the Church
for its growth and edification (Eph 4:11). Teachers can
either be heard or read. The only way to be benefitted
from the teachers of the past or a distant country is to
read their writings. Therefore use Commentaries and
Study Bibles freely. No one prevents you from going beyond
them. Read as much as possible. People should learn
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atleast a few new things everytime they hear you. Travelling
time can be profitably used for reading.

3. Spend sufficient time with your family.
Every minister should maintain this order of priority

— first God, second family and third ministry. Reversal of
this order means serious consequences. Let no preacher
say, “I am sacrificing my family for the ministry.” See what
God’s Word says: “If a man does not know how to rule
(manage) his own house, how will he take care of the
Church of God?” (1 Tim 3:5). The wife does not want a
preacher at home but a husband, and the children not a
teacher but a father. Spend quality time with the family
and be involved in domestic affairs like shopping,
gardening, house-cleaning, etc. Peter cared for his mother-
in-law. Jesus knew how much tax was to be paid. The
disciples knew the cost of a perfume. Play indoor or outdoor
games with the family. Have regular vacationing. Don’t
always talk religion but enjoy the jokes of the children.
Eat together and have relaxed chats while dining. If
possible, take your wife with you for ministry, and in any
case don’t be separated for long. Don’t share the defects
of your wife with the women you meet in your ministry.
You are in for trouble. While writing letters, address the
husband or both the husband and wife. Let your wife reply
personal letters to women. If your wife is not capable of
handling such correspondence, direct the candidates to
women ministers. “Discretion will preserve you; under-
standing will keep you” (Prov 2:11).

4. Keep your body fit.

The body is the temple of God and it must be properly
maintained (1 Cor 3:16). Eat balanced food and avoid
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overeating. Timely meal and good rest will give you extra
years of service. Go to bed early and get up early. Do
some daily exercise. Do lot of walking and bicycling. Don’t
get addicted to motorised vehicles. Preachers should not
think that bicycling is below their dignity. It is a false
Indian prestige. Upto His thirtieth year Jesus was a busy
carpenter, and during the next three and a half years he
did so much of walking and mountain-climbing. He carried
His own cross. He kept His body trim and fit. Praise God
for comforts but don’t be addicted to them. “Simple living
and high thinking” — this should be our watchword. Flee
sexual immorality. It is against your own body (1 Cor 6:18).
You will lose your anointing and strength. Have a periodical
medical check-up and attend to any problem immediately
(1 Tim 5:23). Claim divine health (3 Jn 2).

5. Listen patiently to counsellors and critics.
“Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the

multitude of counsellors there is safety” (Prov 11:14).
“Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and foolish
king who will be admonished no more” (Eccl 4:13). When
we reach certain level of popularity, more and more worldly
people will surround us, and the simple but godly friends
will go unnoticed. The Book of Psalms begins with a warning:
“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly.” Criticisms will not appear pleasant to us, but if
we prayerfully and patiently consider them we will be
greatly benefitted. “Faithful are the wounds of a friend,
but the kisses of an enemy (the ungodly) are deceitful”
(Prov 27:6). Herbert Vander Lugt says, “When someone
criticizes you, resist the impulse to find an excuse for
your actions. Don’t look for ways to defend yourself. Don’t
become angry. Listen gratefully, and do what is right.
That’s how to benefit from criticism!”
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6. Build nextline leadership.
In the Old Testament the leadership was mostly

singular. But there is a definite shift to the plurality of
leadership in the New Testament. The words “bishop” or
“pastor” or “elder” refer to one and the same office, and
these ministers are always mentioned in the plural
throughout the New Testament (Acts 14:23; 20:17; Phil
1:1; 1 Thess 5:12; Tit 1:5; Heb 13:7,17,24; Js 5:14). This
is God’s definite plan of leadership for any New Testament
ministry. A leader should be delivered from the lust of
keeping the sole authority and absolute control of the
ministry on himself. We have only one head and that is
Christ. All others including the leaders are only organs of
the Body. We must share the responsibility with and
delegate authority to men on whom we find the necessary
grace bestowed. Leaders must voluntarily retire to give
opportunity to the nextliners and stand behind the young
leaders to support and counsel. People generally will not
be mature enough to accept this arrangement but leaders
should boldly take such steps counting on God’s enabling
grace. The death of a founder-leader should in no way
slow down the onward march of a ministry.

7. Maintain a balance in your ministry.
We must avoid extremes in preaching and practice lest

we become spiritual eccentrics. Preach both about Heaven
and Hell, love of God and His righteousness, sanctification
and service, First Coming and Second Coming of Christ,
Calvary and Pentecost, salvation and healing, prosperity
and suffering, position in Christ and practice, gifts and
fruits of the Spirit, personal soulwinning and corporate
ministry, revival and evangelism, and so on. Only this
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way we can join Paul and testify, “I am innocent of the
blood of all men. For I have not shunned to declare to you
the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:26,27). If we don’t
serve wholesome meal to the people who hear us regularly,
we will send them around with tinted glasses, and this
will cause great harm to the overall growth of the Body of
Christ. Also evangelistic and revival ministries must
consider themselves as a supplement and not a substitute
to the local Church. The church is the building and the
para-church organisations, so called, are only a
scaffolding.

8. Let your love for people be genuine.
God so loved the world that He gave His Son (Jn 3:16).

Christ so loved the Church that He gave Himself (Eph
5:25). Most of the healing ministries which begin with a
compassion for people become commercialised in course
of time. It is possible to continue to manifest the
miraculous gifts of the Spirit without a genuine love. This
awful possibility is explained in 1 Cor 13:1-3. “Though I
have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.”
If we love and respect rich people more than the poor, it is
actually love of money. Read James 3:1-4 and understand
this truth. Some preachers are really blessed with tears
in prayer (Acts 20:31), and if you don’t have that grace,
please don’t go about telling your hearers and readers
that you will pray for their problems “with tears.” We can
cheat people today but a day of reckoning is near.
Meditating on God’s love towards people makes it easy for
us to love them. We should constantly meditate on Calvary
to keep our hearts broken and filled with divine love.
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9. Examine your life and ministry periodically.
Setting aside one day every month and a couple of days

twice or thrice a year for self-examination and self-evaluation
is a healthy and helpful practice. The hymn-writer sang,
“Take time to be holy.” Jesus said, “Come apart.” David
prayed, “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me,
and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked
way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting” (Psa
139:23,24). Investigation, interrogation and inspection!
Success and blessing can easily blind our eyes to the plan
and purpose of God. A sudden disaster will awaken us to
realize the neglect of periodic overhauling. Open and
transparent fellowship with reliable and mature leaders
is a must for any preacher. Don’t be a loner. When God
convicts us of a particular action or a course we followed,
we should have the courage to tell the people we were wrong.
That is manliness. God will back us. John the Apostle
lived closest to Jesus and he received greatest revelations.
But he worshipped the angel twice and on both occasions
he was corrected. He did not cover his fundamental
mistake but faithfully recorded it (Rev 19:10; 22:8,9).

10. Do everything with eternity in view.
Jesus endured the cross, despising the shame “for the

joy that was set before Him” (Heb 12:2). Paul said, “But
one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind
and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I
press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of
God in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:13,14). He warned the
ministers, “Let each one take heed how he builds on it...
Each one’s work will become manifest; FOR THE DAY WILL
DECLARE IT, because it will be revealed by fire; and the
fire will test each one’s work of what sort it is” (1 Cor
3:10,13). Successfulness may be applauded here, but
faithfulness will be rewarded THERE!
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14

To my Preacher Friends
about Money

Dear fellow-labourers,

Warm greetings in the love of God who has graciously
called us to proclaim His mercies! I write this letter to
share a burden from my heart that becomes heavier every
day.

The Christian ministries in India and abroad suffer
one scandal after the other year after year. The commonest
one seems to be the money scandal, next only to sex scandal.
It has been upon my mind to write to my fellow ministers
of God in India some of the principles by which we can
escape the money trap. Honestly I do not assume a better-
than-thou attitude while writing this letter. We are all
organs of the same Body and when one organ suffers, all
the other organs suffer with it. Not to accuse anyone but
to help God’s servants in India I submit these lines.

People point out there are three most profitable
businesses. They say, once it was cinema, then it was
politics, and now it is religion. The frontal attack is on
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Christian ministry. We cannot totally dismiss this
accusation as unfounded. Money-for-ministry has become
ministry-for-money. Coin-consciousness robs us of all
spiritual vitality. Messageless pulpits are the result of
moneymindedness. It is easy to excuse ourselves saying
that after all we are raising money for the ministerial needs
only. But if fund-raising is at the top of our agenda, we
have missed the spirit of the teaching of our Master (Mt
6:24-33). God’s work done by God’s men in God’s time in
God’s way will not lack God’s support. This is not an empty
cliche but the consistent testimony of saintly ministers
of God down through the ages. It is said that George Muller
(1805-1898) never once directly or indirectly appealed to
people for money to run his orphanages. Though this
appears to be an extreme, it will do us enormous good if
we read his biography because we tend to go to the other
extreme! Let’s decide to say as little as possible about
our financial needs in pulpit or print. God honours faith
because faith honours Him.

Prosperity does not mean God’s approval, nor does
adversity mean His displeasure. He takes us through
times of plenty as well as seasons of drought so we may
learn with Apostle Paul “both to be full and to be hungry,
both to abound and to suffer need” (Phil 4:12). Someone
said, “When we have money, we pay; when we don’t have
money, we pray!” We did not have a financial crisis anytime
in the 33-year (2003) history of the Blessing Youth
Mission. This humbled us and I often warned my fellow
leaders not to take this for granted or feel puffed up that
God has given a blanket endorsement for all that we do.
We must search our ways more when we have enough
than when we are in want. Success can easily blind us.
Difficult days naturally drive us to our knees but we must
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not be discouraged. God simply deepens our roots and
strengthens us. This may also be a signal from God to
reprioritize our life and ministry.

If God gives us much more than what we actually need
for our ministry, there will usually come a temptation to
enter new areas of ministry for which we are not actually
called. This subtle temptation has assaulted many
independent and popular evangelists. When they are left
with enormous amounts of money after taking care of
their crusades, printing and other media expenses, they
invent huge projects for their investment. This not only
sidetracks these ministers but also leads them to
malpractices. To keep their self-invented projects going,
they resort to unscriptural methods of fund-raising and
justify their actions with a horrible lie: “God told me!”
Friends, beware! It will be difficult to do away with white
elephants. Don’t stretch yourself beyond the “measure of
faith” God has given you and exceed the “limits” He has
set for you (Rom 12:3; 2 Cor 10:13). Be gracious and
generous enough to share excess offerings with less
popular ministers and ministries with pressing needs.
This way we will help build the Kingdom of God rather
than our own empires.

Agur’s prayer concerning material needs is full of
practical wisdom. He prayed, “Give me neither poverty
nor riches — Feed me with the food You prescribe for me;
lest I be full and deny You, and say, who is the Lord? Or
lest I be poor and steal, and profane the Name of my God”
(Prov 30:8,9). When the funds position is deplorably low,
ask yourself these questions: Did I thank God enough
when His supply was sufficient? Did I help the less affluent
ministries and poorer preachers when I had excess
income? Was I consciously dependent on God my Source
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rather than on the steady supply? Did I become careless
about my personal giving? As preachers we don’t have a
right to expect people to give until we ourselves have given
all we can (1 Chr 29:3-5).

Thank God for Banks and other financial institutions
which grant loans for capital expenditure. One inherent
danger in borrowing money for ministry is that we would
not be able to ascertain whether what we undertake is in
the perfect will of God. Zeal and enthusiasm can mislead
us. Though it may look like an immediate success, it will
adversely affect the overall purposes of God (Mk 1:40-
45). The right procedure would be to pray collectively with
mature Christians, wait before the Lord for a season,
discuss the matter in the light of the Scriptures, confirm
with a few witnesses, and then place it before the people
of God for their prayers and support. See how people
respond and then launch the project. Don’t be over-
ambitious but be practical. Differentiate between faith
and presumption. Don’t get into heavy debts and then go
to people with sympathy appeals. It puts the Lord of the
harvest to public shame.

As a general rule, don’t sink too much money in brick
and mortar. (As a building engineer myself I have to
constantly resist the temptation to go for big buildings.)
We have come to the end of the age. If you are a pastor
and your congregation is growing fast, don’t go on
extending your church building. How much will be
enough? Split the congregation into two or four and plant
them in different localities to function under the nextline
leaders. Decentralisation promotes Church growth the
Bible way and antidotes many evils. Pastor Paul Yongi
Cho of Korea is not an universal pattern to follow.
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If you are in the healing ministry you must be extremely
vigilant against any form of merchandising your anointing
and commercialising your acts. While commissioning the
twelve Jesus specifically said, “Heal the sick, cleanse the
lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have
received, freely give” (Mt 10:8). Look at the anger of the
apostles when someone offered them money to get a
spiritual gift (Acts 8:17-23). There’s nothing wrong in
accepting an offering in gratitude, but when the intention
of the giver is to earn the special favour of the preacher,
it must be outrightly rejected. This is illustrated by how
Daniel accepted gifts from King Nebuchadnezzar but
refused what King Belshazzar gave (Dan 2:47,48; 5:16,17).
Beware of offering special seats to the rich in your
meetings, and visiting the homes of the affluent (Js 2:1-
6). A poor widow may give you just 20 rupees whereas a
rich businessman 20,000 rupees. The human tendency
is to profusely thank the rich fellow with swelling words
of appreciation, and take the poor for granted. But God
measures one’s giving not by what is given but by what’s
kept back. Percentagewise usually the poor give much
more than the rich (Mk 12:41-44). Those who go overseas
obviously earn many times more than their counterparts
in India. Don’t go after them or allow yourself to be dictated
by them. Never forget that you are a servant of the Most
High! (Gen 14:22,23).

The temptation for Indian preachers to grab overseas
ministerial opportunities is simply too strong because of
our low economic condition. No doubt “the field is the
world,” but we usually sacrifice our commitments and
obligations in this vast land of India for foreign
programmes. Anyone would love to preach in Singapore,
the Middle East, Europe and the West. But how about
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When Jesus sent forth His disciples,
He told them, "Freely you have received, freely give!"

(Mt 10:8)
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the thousands and thousands of tribal and  backward
villages in India totally unreached where only Indian—
not white — evangelists can go? Organizers in the
abovesaid countries are tired of Indian preachers,
especially from Tamilnadu and Kerala, because they are
literally pressurised by many of these preachers to extend
them invitations and arrange for visas. Wait for honourable
invitations, and here again make sure that your local work
does not suffer. The  Government of India in the present
trend has begun to restrict the flow of foreign funds into
India. The Christian ministry is singularly targeted. How-
ever, there’s sufficient money in India for our ministries
if only the Indian Christians would learn to give. This
cannot happen overnight. Therefore spend sufficient time
in India to motivate Christians and mobilize inland
support.

When you minister in the West or attend international
conferences, don’t sell your vision for a bowl of broth.
Don’t accept offers instantly or invite unknown preachers
to India straightaway. You are in for trouble. Too many
have bowed down to the American dollar or kissed the
German deutchmark and lost their precious calling and
rich anointing.

Accountability is another very important thing I want
to write about. We are accountable not only to God but
also to men. While handling large sums of money received
as contributions for the poor saints, Apostle Paul testified,
“No one should blame us in this lavish gift which is
administered by us—providing honourable things, not
only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men”
(2 Cor 8:20,21). According to the civil law, all monies
received as gifts, contributions or offerings must be
accounted for and audited statements submitted to the
Government. Any money that’s not accounted for is black
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money, and God does not accept it because He is light
and there’s no darkness in Him. Don’t evade tax where
it’s due (Rom 13:7).

It’s advisable to have an internal audit system also for
your organisation. Be accountable to your fellow-workers
and assistant pastors. Leave the responsibility of handling
money with someone else who is not your relative. Though
I was the founder-leader of the Blessing Youth Mission I
had voluntarily surrendered my legal rights for money
and property transactions long ago. I became free with
an open Bible (Acts 6:1-4). Like any of the 300 mis-
sionaries in this organisation I just received my salary.
Though the Board had fixed a very decent salary for me,
I drew only Rs. 2000/- per month for many years to be in
par with what the fellow missionaries received in average.
My wife did not accept any pay. We used our family funds
for the rest of our needs. We accepted personal gifts in
very specific instances and that too with the knowledge
of the fellow leaders. Unless you are strict with yourself
in this matter, and if you are the top leader or the chief
pastor, your children will be spoilt. In the New Testament
economy, a son or a daughter cannot simply inherit the
ministry or the ministerial money or property of the
parents. After my retirement from the BYM in 2003 I
continue the Bible teaching ministry in my personal
capacity. I submit to the Government the duly audited
statements of my income and expenditure.

Let us not justify ourselves of luxurious lifestyle saying
that we are the sons and daughters of the King of kings.
Do you know our King is radically different from other
kings, and while on earth He rode lowly on a donkey?
Only in future glory will He ride on horses! (Mt 21:5; Rev
19:11,14). Simple living goes with high thinking. Let’s
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lower our standard of living to improve the standard of
life of people. The unfortunate situation today is overfed
shepherds and underfed sheep. Let us live simply so
millions can simply live.

Printers, broadcasters and telecasters complain that
several preachers don’t pay their bills promptly. One
broadcaster showed me the nasty reply he received from
a radio evangelist for the reminder sent to him for the
payment of airtime cost. We go down to such a level because
we have ignored the Biblical principles of stewardship of
money. When Elisha performed a material miracle for the
widow of the prophet, he told her to first pay her debt
and use only the balance for her livelihood (2 Ki 4:7). It
was in the context of payment of taxes and customs, Paul
wrote to the Roman Christians to owe no one anything
(Rom 13:7,8). Even when Jesus didn’t have enough money,
He was serious about paying the dues (Mt 17:24-27).

We go to people with a detailed presentation of our
financial needs when we need their contributions. Is it
not then obligatory on our part to publish a report of
income and  expenditure at the end of each financial year?
People may not demand it but they have a right to know.
Missionary organisations, Bible  Societies and well-
structured ministerial agencies faithfully publish their
financial statements. Why don’t independent evangelists
and preachers do the same? Come out of your appre-
hensions. You will experience a new freedom.

Let me close this letter with a searching question that
burst forth from the very lips of our Master: “If you are
untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you
with the true riches of heaven?” (Lk 16:11).

Your friend,
R. Stanley
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15

Biblical Leadership

The Bible is the story of God redeeming man from the
leadership he lost so he may reign with Him again in
eternity. Here is a compilation of lessons on leadership
from each book of the Bible.

Genesis
Only those under authority can exercise authority.

Adam lost his rulership when he disobeyed God and shifted
the blame on someone else (1:26,28; 3:12,17-19).

Exodus
The sooner a leader delegates authority and distributes

responsibilities, the better for him and those under his
care. But insecurity holds many leaders from doing this
(18:13-27).

Leviticus
Leaders must spend sufficient time before God in order

that they may be a blessing to the people. To be much for
God one must be much with God (9:23).
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Numbers
As long as leaders stay humble and broken before the

Lord with utter sincerity, they need not worry about
destructive criticisms and revolts from coworkers
(12:1-9; 16:1-4,20,21).

Deuteronomy
The strength of a leader is decided by his walk with the

Lord and not by his skills, abilities or material resources
(17:14-20).

Joshua
Leaders must share with the people the excitement of

victories. Joshua called his coleaders and the men of Israel
to put their feet on the necks of the defeated kings. A good
leader makes his people shout, This is “our” victory!
(10:24,25).

Judges
It is not enough that leaders teach people what to do.

They must show them how. People are looking for models
and examples (7:16-18).

Ruth
Leaders must invest their lives in youngsters by giving

them close guidance and loving supervision. Naomi would
have never thought that Ruth would find a place in the
geneology of Jesus (Mt 1:5).

1 Samuel
The first king of Israel was rejected when he became

more concerned about his own honour and popularity than
God’s glory. He further deteriorated when he could not
tolerate his successor being praised (13:11; 15:12,22-
24,30; 18:7-10).
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2 Samuel
Effective leaders have the heart of a shepherd. They

don’t isolate themselves from the people but identify with
them (5:1,2; 8:2-4).

1 Kings
“If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve

them and answer them, and speak good words to them,
then they will be your servants forever” (12:7).

2 Kings
The associates feel honoured when the leader lets them

do important jobs. Prophet Elisha gave the flask of oil to
one of his students and asked him to anoint Jehu as the
King. Similarly Jesus let His disciples do the baptizing
(9:1-6; Jn 4:2).

1 Chronicles
A leader can challenge and motivate people only to the

extent of his own sacrifice (29:3-9).

2 Chronicles
No one is too young to be a leader if God has called him

to that responsibility (34:1-7; 35:25-27).

Ezra
Leaders are God’s ministers of restoration. A proper

balance of prayer and study of the Word gives them
stability and strength to fulfill their calling (7:8-10; 10:1,6).

Nehemiah
A leader should not be discouraged over the

thanklessness of people. But he should trust in the Lord
and keep on doing good (5:19; 13:14,22,31).
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Esther
The wives of leaders should support their husbands

with their exemplary behaviour, both in private and in
public (1:15-20).

Job
God is mighty, yet He despises no one. Leaders should

not despise anyone on the basis of education, personality,
wealth, culture, capability or any such thing. Their heart
must be with the weak and the oppressed (36:5-7).

Psalms
When leaders are clothed with truth, humility and

righteousness, their lips shall pour forth grace. Their scent
will keep wooing people (45:1-9).

Proverbs
While other sins may weaken a leader, the sin of sexual

immorality will slay him (7:25,26).

Ecclesiastes
“If the axe is dull, and one does not sharpen the edge,

then he must use more strength; but wisdom brings
success” (10:10).

Song of Solomon
Leaders who are too busy with their ministry to care for

their own life will mourn at the end (1:6b).

Isaiah
When leaders free themselves from inferiority complex,

superiority complex, crookedness and roughness, they
shall serve as a highway for people to see the glory of God
(40:3-5).



127

Jeremiah
Leaders must weep in secret for the disobedient before

they take the whip of discipline in their hands (13:17; 9:1).

Lamentations
Problems can dampen the enthusiasm of a leader but

only sin can destroy his joy and jubilance. “Let us search
out and examine our ways” (5:15-18; 3:40).

Ezekiel
Nothing has brought down leaders like pride. The higher

the Lord lifts us the humbler we must become. There is no
other safety (28:17).

Daniel
A leader who maintains a good conscience before God

and man need not be afraid of conspirators (6:22).

Hosea
The greatest tragedy of a leader is his unawareness of

his backsliding (7:9).

Joel
Revival begins with leaders. Nothing happens until the

ministers of the Lord repent of their own sins and lament
over the state of their congregations (1:1,2a,13,14).

Amos
Woe to the leaders who sacrifice people for their own

pleasure and comfort! (6:1, 3-6; Gen 37:24-28).

Obadiah
Leaders should identify with people in their crises by

showing their love and concern in positive action (vv 12-14).
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Jonah
However gifted, a leader cannot accomplish the

purposes of God if he is plagued with prejudice (4:1-5).

Micah
“Her heads judge for a bribe, her priests teach for

pay, and her prophets divine for money. Yet they lean on
the Lord, and say, Is not the Lord among us? No harm can
come upon us.” Leadership corrupts by covetousness
(3:11).

Nahum
Leaders are God’s watchmen for His sheep. When they

become lazy and sleep off, God’s people fall an easy prey to
wolves in sheep’s clothing (3:18).

Habakkuk
The success of a leader depends on his ability to make

the people understand his vision (2:2).

Zephaniah
Leaders may fail, but Jesus never fails! (3:3-5).

Haggai
Fear paralyses leaders. Pessimists don’t make good

leaders. God’s Word to leaders of any generation has been,
“Be strong. Fear not!” (2:3-5).

Zechariah
Teaching and training enhance leadership skills, but

nothing can replace the power and influence of the Holy
Spirit (4:6,7).

Malachi
One who does not love his wife as he loves himself has

not learnt the ABC of Christlike leadership (2:13-16; Eph
5:25-29).
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“He who governs, let him be as he who serves.”
(Lk 22:26)
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Matthew
The ministry of a leader is to build people, not break

them; quicken people, not quench them; enable people,
not exhaust them; teach people, not tease them; and
uphold people, not undermine them. People will “trust”
such a leader (12:18-21).

Mark
Leaders should grow in the art of appreciating other

ministers and rejoicing over the victories of others. This is
one way to avoid peptic ulcer (9:38-41).

Luke
The greatest temptation of leaders is to be spectacular

and appear powerful. If they discern the demonic behind
such pressures, they will not miss God’s will (4:5-14).

John
Christ demonstrated true servant leadership by

footwashing. Water cleanses and refreshes. The twofold
responsibility of a leader is to make people holy and
happy (13:3-15).

Acts
True leaders spare no pains to produce other leaders

(9:26-28; 11:25,26).

Romans
Leadership involves the sovereign will of God. No man

can lift us to a place God has not designed for us, nor can
anyone bring us down from where God has placed us.
Therefore, relax! (9:16,17).

1 Corinthians
Christ has commissioned us to make disciples for Him

and not gather devotees around us. Leaders therefore
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should refrain from doing anything that might attract
people towards them rather than to Christ (1:12-16).

2 Corinthians
Financial accountability is an absolute necessity for

those in leadership. Top leaders must leave the money
matters in the hands of faithful men and stay blameless
(8:18-23).

Galatians
It is impossible to please everyone. It is impossible to

please anyone always. God alone can be pleased and that
always. Leaders therefore should not waste time and
energy trying to do the impossible (1:10).

Ephesians
Whether they are apostles, prophets, evangelists,

pastors or teachers, the primary obligation of leaders is to
train believers for ministry (4:11,12).

Philippians
In Paul’s day, material-minded ministers outnumbered

the eternity-conscious. Is the condition different today?
Leader, where is your heart? (3:17-21)

Colossians
Paul to the believers: “I rejoice in my sufferings for you”

(1:24).
1 Thessalonians

A true leader always carries his people in his heart. The
perfecting of the people tops his prayer list and he is least
bothered about his own prosperity (3:7-10).

2 Thessalonians
Godly leaders give up even their legitimate rights in

order to set up an example to the people (3:7-9).
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1 Timothy
God first; family second; and ministry third. Many a

leader is confused because he has changed this order of
priority (3:5).

2 Timothy
A leader who does not prepare the next generation of

leaders during his time is selfish and shortsighted (2:1,2).

Titus
“In all things show yourself to be a pattern of good

works: in doctrine showing integrity and incorruptibility”
(2:7).

Philemon
In matters other than doctrine and discipline, good

leaders request the people and not command them (vv 8,9).

Hebrews
Leaders should never stop learning (5:8,9).

James
Leaders who go after the rich and the affluent will be

disappointed at the end. The poor in general are more
trustworthy than the rich (2:1-7).

1 Peter
Junior leaders must submit themselves to their elders

and humble themselves under the mighty hand of God. He
will exalt them in due time (5:5,6).

2 Peter
“Freely you have received; freely give.” Don’t attach price

tags to your ministry. This is the way of Balaam which God
hates. He calls it madness (2:14b-16).
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1 John
It is not enough for leaders to teach the truth. They must

also train God’s people to discern the spirit of truth and the
spirit of error (4:5,6).

2 John
Many things cannot be accomplished by administration

through paper work. Personal contact and fellowship will
yield lasting results (v12).

3 John
There is no greater joy to a leader than to know that he

has produced more Demetriuses than Diotrepheses (vv
3,9-12).

Jude
These being days of unprecedented apostasy, every

leader, whether he is a preacher or not, should contend
earnestly for the faith (vv 3,17).

Revelation
Those who are faithful in their calling shall reign with

the Lord of lords and the King of kings for ever and ever
(17:14).

(Watch the author’s 5-hour teaching, titled, “How not to Lead,”
English to Tamil, in DVD.)
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16

What is Anointed Writing?

With the renewed interest in the power and gifts of the
Holy Spirit, the word “anointed” is very frequently used
in Christian circles. In the handbills and reports of
evangelistic meetings we read about “anointed preaching”
and “anointed singing.” What exactly people understand
by these terms is far from the Biblical meaning. For
example, a preacher is said to be under mighty anointing
if he shouts a lot, speaks fast, shakes and swings all over
the dais! But any act can be qualified as “anointed” only
if it reflects the characteristics of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible is the product of anointed writing. “No
prophecy of Scripture is of any private origin, because
prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Pet
1:20,21). This authenticity is claimed by Biblical writers
again and again. The Psalmist testified, “Thus says David
the Son of Jesse; thus says the man raised up on high,
the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the sweet psalmist
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of Israel: The Spirit of the Lord spoke by me, and His
word was on my tongue” (2 Sam 23:1,2).

Though Christian writers of today cannot claim
infallibility for their writings as the Scriptures written by
Biblical authors, the evidence of the nature of the Holy
Spirit in a writing is what deems it as “anointed.” The
writing may lack literary excellence, but the interest it
evokes in readers and the impact it embeds on them are
the proof of the pudding. Peter and John were “uneducated
and untrained” (Acts 4:13). But their seven books in the
New Testament are more than mere narrative. John’s
insight and Peter’s farsightedness are timeless in value
for our Christian thinking and living. Education for writers
is only a supplement to inspiration, and not a substitute.

In order to teach us the characteristics of the Holy
Spirit, the Scriptures present Him in various emblems. I
have picked up five of them which are relevant to the
ministry of writing. We will analyse each of them briefly
to get a comprehensive understanding of what an anointed
writing is.

1. Water
Water is one of the most used emblems of the Holy

Spirit in the Bible. Showers of Blessing, Latter Rain,
Springs and Rivers of Living Water are frequent
expressions to refer to the Holy Spirit (Ezek 34:26; Zech
10:1; Jn 7:38,39).

 Water quenches thirst. An anointed writing must
quench the spiritual thirst that is in every man and
woman. Folks have tried so many things of the world to
satisfy their deep and inner longings, but all in vain. God
laments, “My people have dug for themselves cracked
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cisterns that can hold no water at all” (Jer 2:13). He
challenges them, “Why do you spend money for what does
not satisfy?... Come to the waters!” (Isa 55:1,2). If a writing
leaves the readers in the same state after they have read
it, how can we say that the content is anointed?

 Water refreshes. In Bible times it was customary
that the hosts poured water for the feet of the guests,
especially if they had made a long travel in heat and dust
(Lk 7:44). There’s nothing like dipping our feet in a stream
of cold water as we walk through forests and deserts. An
evening shower after a hectic day makes us feel fresh to
sit, read and relax. We are in a world of pressures and
problems. Christian writing should minister personally
to the readers so they may be relieved of tensions and
become dependent on the God of peace.

 Water cleanses. Christ sanctifies and cleanses the
Church with the washing of water by the Word (Eph 5:26).
The demonic rule has contaminated and corrupted the
world. Self-help books cannot cleanse our hearts from
sin and free us from guilt. It is the living Word of God
which makes us clean (Jn 15:3). It is through the power
of God’s Word that youngsters can resist sinful lusts (Psa
119:9). An anointed writing has the right Word in it to
cleanse the readers, even while they are reading it.

2. Oil
There’s no direct reference in the Bible that oil

symbolises the Holy Spirit. However, as the chief
substance used for the purpose of anointing materials as
well as men, oil is definitely a symbol of the Holy Spirit
(Ex 30:22-33). The properties and uses of oil as mentioned
in the Bible speak so much of the work of the Holy Spirit.
Let’s look at some of them with reference to writing —
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 Men were anointed with oil as an official inaugu-
ration into high office. The three chief leaders of God’s
people were prophets, priests and kings (1 Ki 19:16; Ex
28:41). This anointing was for bestowing authority on
them. An anointed writing will be known for its spiritual
authority it carries with it whatever be the subject. Authority
should not be confused with arrogance. With all the
apostolic authority Paul had, he wrote to the Corinthian
Christians, “We do not have dominion over your faith but
are fellow workers for your joy” (2 Cor 1:24). People
observed that Paul’s letters were “weighty and powerful,”
but he affirmed that whatever he wrote was for their
“edification and not destruction” (2 Cor 10:8-10).

 Oil is known for its smoothness. It flows gently through
recesses and cavities. It lubricates moving parts and
reduces friction. It keeps engines cool even in high speed.
We can spiritually interpret it as the help of the Holy Spirit
in interpersonal relationships. Our writings should foster
unity among God’s people and further peace in the society.
We cannot bring glory to God in the highest heaven by
disrupting peace on earth and destroying good will among
men (Lk 2:14). Letter without Spirit kills! (2 Cor 3:6).

 Oil has soothing and curative effects. Oil was poured
on the sheep’s head as a protection against dry heat (Psa
23:5). The good Samaritan poured oil on the wounds of
the half-dead traveller (Lk 10:34). Oil was rubbed on the
bodies of the sick which was followed by prayer (Js 5:14).
All these speak of the comforting ministry of the Holy
Spirit. Spirit-guided writings will heal the brokenhearted,
liberate the captives, release the imprisoned, comfort and
console those who mourn (Isa 61:1-3). Bringing folks out
of their fears and complexes is characteristic of anointed
writing. The Holy Spirit was introduced by the Lord Jesus
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primarily as a Comforter and Helper. In calling Him as
“another” Comforter, Jesus implied that the Holy Spirit
would continue the prophetic ministry of the former
for “edification, exhortation and comfort” (Jn 14:16; 1
Cor 14:3).

 Perfumed oil was used in festivals and other happy
occasions. We read about the oil of gladness (Esth 2:12;
Isa 61:3; Heb 1:9). Paul’s letter to the Philippian Church
was written from prison chambers, but it was all about
joy from start to finish. The shackles and prison bars
could not crush the spirit of Paul and turn him bitter.
Christian writing should not seek sympathy from readers,
rather it should stir up in them enthusiasm and
excitement. Christian writers must uproot all bitterness
from their hearts before they sit to write. Otherwise
thousands will be poisoned (Heb 12:15). Here’s a guideline
for writers, authors and editors: “Whatever things are
true... noble... just... pure... lovely... of good report, if there
is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—write
on these things!” (Phil 4:8 adapted). Writings anointed by
the Holy Spirit will help diffuse the fragrance of the
knowledge of Christ everywhere, and will not cause any
foul odour (2 Cor 2:14,15). Negative journalism is not
Christian.

 Oil also serves as a fuel for lamps. Moses com-
manded the Israelites to “bring pure oil of pressed olives
for the lampstand, so it can be kept burning continually”
(Ex 27:20; Lev 24:2). What a lovely picture of the ministry
of the Holy Spirit! The Holy Spirit enlightens our darkened
minds. He is the Spirit of Truth (Jn 14:17; 16:13). Anointed
writings will be known for their clarity. Sometimes we are
more confused about a subject after reading than before.
The Holy Spirit actually brings order where there’s chaos,



140

and revelation where there’s conflict. Someone said, You
can speak whenever you want to, but not so with writing!
Before writing on a subject the writer must spend enough
time with an open Bible and an open heart under the
Spirit’s umbrella. Christian magazines sadly are filled with
aborted or premature articles. Even while giving his
personal opinion on certain issues, Apostle Paul claimed,
“I think I also have the Spirit of God” (1 Cor 7:40). Only
the Holy Spirit knows the deep things of God (1 Cor
2:10,11). However skilled and learned the writer may be,
he must solely depend on the Holy Spirit while writing.
Christian writing is an eternal business. Let no one take
it lightly!

3. Wind
In His discourse with Nicodemus, Jesus compared the

work of the Holy Spirit to the blowing of the wind. He
said, “Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell where
it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain
how people are born of the Spirit” (Jn 3:8). A sudden sound
from heaven like the roaring of the mighty windstorm was
a prelude to the glorious descent of the Holy Spirit (Acts
2:2). Let’s observe how the windy nature of the Holy Spirit
can be felt in anointed writing —

 There’s nothing called static wind. It always moves.
The writers of the Scriptures were said to be “moved” by
the Holy Spirit (2 Pet 1:21). On the very first page of the
Bible we meet the Spirit of God as one “hovering” over the
waters as a bird hovering over its nest (Gen 1:2). If a
writing is anointed, the readers will experience a definite
movement inside of them. This is similar to the experience
of a pregnant woman when the baby moves inside her
womb. If a writing is inspired by the Holy Spirit, the same
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Holy Spirit who is resident in us tickles us to respond to
the message positively (1 Jn 2:27). When Mary’s Spirit-
anointed greeting fell on the ears of Elizabeth, the baby
John in her womb leaped! (Lk 1:41). Anointed writing stirs
up the readers to act!

 When there’s no fresh air, there will be suffocation.
Unfortunately many of our churches have only doors—
that too trap doors—but no windows and ventilators. No
wonder the congregations are sick and dead though they
have a name that they are alive! I strongly believe that
God uses anointed writing to blow breeze on His people.
That’s why Paul urged Churches to read his letters written
to the other Churches also. See Colossians 4:16 for
example: “When this Epistle is read among you, see that
it is read also in the Church of the Laodiceans, and that
you likewise read the Epistle from Laodicea!” Veils from
women’s faces are lifted off when they walk outside on a
windy day. That’s what Spirit-anointed writing does to
liberate readers and bring them into the Promised Land
(2 Cor 3:15-17).

 The anointed writings of men of God like Martin
Luther (1483-1546) and John Wesley (1703-1791) blew
the winds of reformation and revival all across Europe
and the world. The dry bones of the dark ages came
together and stood up as a mighty army when the breath
of God as four winds breathed on them (Ezek 37:9,10). Is
reformation complete? No, no, no! Do we need revival?
Yes, yes, yes! Oh for men who will write the meteoric message
of God for a mighty move of God in our generation!

 Anointed writing is least bothered about impressing
the readers with the author’s gifts and talents. It aims at
bringing the best out of the readers—to make them holier
in their walk and happier in their work. There’s an
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illustrative passage in the Song of Solomon: “Awake, O
north wind! Come, south wind! Blow on my garden that
its spices may flow out. Let my beloved come into his
garden and eat its choicest fruits” (SS 4:16). Challenges
in writings must not intimidate the readers, but inspire
them to attempt great things for God and accomplish
great things for men. This the Holy Spirit always does
because He is not a spirit of terror but of tender love.
Encouraging letters from Paul played a vital role in
developing a timid Timothy for Church leadership (1 Cor
16:10,11; 1 Tim 4:13-15).

4. Fire
Our God is a consuming fire (Heb 12:29). The Holy

Spirit as one in the Godhead is fire. This nature of the
Holy Spirit was proclaimed first in the New Testament by
John the Baptist. He introduced Jesus Christ not only as
the Bearer of sins but also the Baptizer with the Spirit
and fire (Jn 1:29; Mt 3:11). The advent of the Holy Spirit
on the Day of Pentecost was marked by flames of fire
settling on the disciples (Acts 2:3). It is interesting to see
how the fiery nature of the Spirit can manifest in writings
done with His enablement—

 Fire destroys. Though this sounds negative, any good
work in spiritual life begins with this. Unlearning precedes
learning. Prophet Jeremiah was called “to root out, pull
down, destroy and throw down” before he could “build
and plant” (Jer 1:10). Everything that can be shaken must
be shaken so that only that which cannot be shaken may
remain (Heb 12:27). Christian writing is not meant to sing
lullaby and put the readers to sleep. It must disturb their
false peace. It should shake them from their slumber.
“Awake” and “arise” are God’s repeated calls! (Isa 60:1;
Eph 5:14).
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 The fire of the Holy Spirit will burn the chaff in our
lives (Mt 3:12). Even sincere Christians suffer from wrong
priorities. Majoring on minors they fail in majors. Christian
writers must dwell on subjects which will help readers
prioritise their lives. Anointed writers don’t write what
people want but what they need. Christian writing must
not be commercialised. One of the last day signs is that
“people will look for teachers who will tell them (or write
for them) whatever they want to hear (or read)” (2 Tim
4:3b).

 There are simply too many evangelistic magazines
and too few for the edification of believers. Even such
evangelistic writings address only Christians. Believers
are still milk-suckers (Heb 5:12). The Sunday Service is
nothing more than a Sunday Class! Bible teachers forsake
their calling and become evangelists to cater to popular
demand. Let me encourage writers with a passage from
Jeremiah: “The prophet who has a dream, let him tell a
dream; and he who has My Word, let him speak My Word
faithfully. What is chaff to the wheat? says the Lord. Is
not My Word like a fire?” (Jer 23:28). Let the fire shut up
in your bones escape through your pen! (Jer 20:9).

 Anointed writing will bless the readers with the
experience of the disciples of Emmaus. They would
exclaim, “Does not our heart burn within us while we are
reading this stuff?” (See Lk 24:32). Fire cannot be ignored.
Hearts ignited by anointed writing will become aflame for
God and set others ablaze! Fire begets fire!

5. Dove
No scene is more beautiful in the history of the New

Testament than the Spirit of God like a dove alighting on
the Son of God who is the Lamb of God, on the banks of
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River Jordon. The Dove on the Lamb! (Mt 3:16; Jn 1:29).
The gentlest of birds descending on the gentlest of animals!
Doves don’t settle on lions and tigers. Even though Jesus
is the Lion of Judah, He became a Lamb of Sacrifice.
Here’s the perfect picture of incarnational identification.
Until Christian writers identify themselves with the
struggles and sufferings, puzzles and perplexities, desires
and disappointments, and weaknesses and worries of
people, the wavelength of their message cannot be caught
by the readers. Writers must come down from pedestals
and become brothers and sisters to mankind (Heb
2:11,12). Writers must sympathize with the feelings of
the readers.

 Dove is known for her guilelessness. While sending
forth the twelve disciples Jesus said, “Be wise as snakes
and harmless as doves” (Mt 10:16). I am afraid Christian
writers have an overdose of the snake character! Unless
our smartness is balanced by sincerity we cannot fulfill
God’s calling in our life. When the dove-like Holy Spirit
anoints a writer, he will “see clearly what’s good and stay
innocent of any evil” (Rom 16:19b). It is necessary that
writers be wide readers. But because newspapers and
periodicals are saturated with news of dirty politics,
Christian writers must beware lest their minds become
corrupt and they unconsciously bring perverted ways into
Christendom. Dove is a symbol of peace and purity.

 Dove speaks of gentleness. Christ invited people to
come to Him and learn from Him. Learn what? Meekness
and gentleness (Mt 11:28,29). Meekness is not weakness.
Gentleness is not the opposite of firmness. In our writings
we can oppose false teaching and unscriptural practices,
but we must not attack an individual or an institution.
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Be objective, and resist the temptation to turn subjective.
God hates sin but not the sinner. Anointed writing must
be decorated with the fruit of the Spirit. What’s spoken
may be forgotten, but what’s written is written. Pen is the
writer’s sword. The sword is not meant to cut off someone’s
ear! We may be thinking we are defending truth and faith,
but actually we would have become a tool in Satan’s hand.
Christian writers especially in India must be doubly
cautious because of the overwhelming non-Christian
presence here. Philippians 4:5 is my concluding advice
to all Christian writers: “Let your gentleness be known to
all men. The Lord is at hand!”

(This article is a Talk delivered by the Author in the
Writers Workshop of the Blessing Youth Mission in Neyveli,
South India, 24-25 August 2002.)
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Questions for Pastors

1. Am I regular in prayer life? (Acts 3:1; Lk 5:15,16)

2. Am I systematic in Bible meditation?
(Ezr 7:10; Lk 4:16,17)

3. Am I serious about thought purity?
(Prov 4:23; Mt 15:18,19)

4. Am I careful about my words? (Js 3:1,2; Eph 5:4)

5. Am I self-controlled in food habits?
(Prov 23:1,2; 1 Cor 6:12,13)

6. Am I satisfied with a simple lifestyle?
(1 Tim 6:6-8; Phil 4:11-13)

7. Am I faithful to my wife? (1 Tim 3:2a; Rom 2:22a)

8. Am I dutiful as a father? (1 Tim 3:4,5; Dt 6:6,7)

9. Am I obedient to civil laws? (Mt 17:25-27; Rom 13:1-7)
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10.Am I transparent in money matters?
(2 Cor 9:20-22; Acts 20:33,34)

11.Am I affectionate to my sheep?
(2 Cor 12:15; 1 Cor 13;1,2)

12.Am I committed to train people?
(Lk 11:1,2; Eph 4:11-13)

13. Am I compassionate towards the poor?
(Gal 2:9,10; Acts 20:35)

14.Am I impartial? (1 Cor 5:21; 2 Chr 19:5-9)

15.Am I dead to casteism, regionalism, nepotism, etc.?
 (Col 3:9-11; Rev 7:9,10)

16.Am I enthusiastic in evangelism and missions?
(Jn 10:16; Mt 9:36-38)

17.Am I true in reporting? (Rom 15:18; Mk 6:5)

18.Am I accountable to others?
(2 Cor 8:18,19,22-24; Acts 15:22)

19.Am I open to correction?   (Gal 2:11-14; Eccl 4:13)

20.Am I quiet when spoken against?
(1 Pet 2:21-23; Mt 5:11,12)

21.Am I respectful of others’ reputation?
(Prov 17:9; 2 Sam 1:19,20)

22.Am I friendly with my coworkers?
(Jn 15:15; Acts 20:17,36-38)

23.Am I cooperative with other ministries?
(Lk 5:5-7; Gal 2:7-9)

24.Am I working hard? (1 Cor 15:10,58; Jn 9:4,5)

25.Am I practising self-denial? (Lk 9:23; Jn 3:30)
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Signs of Deception

The disciples asked Jesus, “What will be the sign of
Your coming, and of the end of the age?” The first
sentence of the 93-verse long answer of Jesus was,
“Watch out that no one deceives you,” and He added
that “many” would be deceived (Mt 24:3,4). Paul prayed
for believers to grow in discernment (Phil 1:9,10). Here’s
a guideline how you can discern deception. The deceived
preacher or people may have any one or more of these
signs —

1. The deceived begins to think that he is unique. He
feels he has received a revelation which no one else
has got or what many have missed.

2. He is more and more interested in the spoken word
rather than the written Word. He embraces extra-
Biblical revelations as a new thing from God.

3. He is overexcited about dreams, visions, voices and
any spectacular and physical manifestation. He keeps
hunting for novelties.
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4. He becomes an eccentric. He stresses one doctrine or
experience at the cost of the rest. He does not realise
that this is a distorted view of the Scriptures.

5. He does not seek counsel from seasoned teachers and
mature leaders or submit to their oversight. He thinks
he gets everything directly from Heaven. For him, the
end justifies the means.

6. He excuses certain sins in his life by explaining them
away. He is usually hard on others, but soft on himself.

7. He develops an unusual interest in the hidden and
secret things under the pretext of searching the
Scriptures deeply.

8. His practical interest in missions and evangelism
wanes.

9. He does not accept criticism objectively. The devil
makes him believe that he is reproached for the truth.

10.He does not know or accept that he is deceived. He is
blinded by success. He asks, “How does God bless my
ministry if I am wrong?”



152

19

Danger Signals

Beware of Men!
“Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.

Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves” (Mt
10:16-17).

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before
it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love
its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” (Jn
15:18,19).

“Whoever wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God” (Js 4:4).

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the
seat of the scornful” (Psa 1:1).

“Everyone take heed to his neighbour, and do not trust
any brother” (Jer 9:4).

“Sever yourselves from such a man, whose breath is in
his nostrils; for of what account is he?” (Isa 2:22).
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“Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He
knew all men, and had no need that anyone should testify
of man, for He knew what was in man” (Jn 2:24,25).

Beware of your Heart!
“The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately

wicked; Who can know it? I, the Lord, search the heart”
(Jer 17:9,10).

“From within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, thefts,
covetousness, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride and foolishness. All these evil things
come from within and defile a man” (Mk 7:21-23).

“Keep your heart with all diligence; for out of it spring
the issues of life” (Prov 4:23).

“If our heart condemns us, God is greater than our
heart, and knows all things. Beloved, if our heart does not
condemn us, we have confidence toward God” (1 Jn
3:20,21).

Beware of Backsliding!
“Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God...

lest— when you have eaten and are full,... and all that you
have is multiplied; when your heart is lifted up — you say
in your heart, My power and the might of my hand have
gained me this wealth” (Dt 8:11-20).

“Beware, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God” (Heb
3:12).

“Take heed that the light which is in you is not
darkness” (Lk 11:35).

“If we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge
of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,...
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Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he
be thought worthy who has trampled the Son of God
underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he
was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of
grace?” (Heb 10:26-29).

“Because you are lukewarm,... I will spew you out of My
mouth” (Rev 3:16).

“Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent
and do the first works” (Rev 2:5).

Beware of Hypocrisy!
“Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy”

(Lk 12:1).
“Woe to you,... hypocrites!... for you are like white-washed

tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside
are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so
you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside
you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness” (Mt 23:13-33).

“Beware of the scribes, who desire to walk in long robes,
love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the
synagogues,... and for a pretense make long prayers. These
will receive greater condemnation” (Lk 20:46,47).

“Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord
looks at the heart” (1 Sam 16:7).

“What is highly esteemed among men is an abomination
in the sight of God” (Lk 16:15).

Beware of Covetousness!
“Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life

does not consist in the abundance of the things he
possesses... Sell what you have and give alms; provide
yourselves money bags which do not grow old, a treasure in
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heaven that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor
moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Lk 12:15-34).

“Godliness with contentment is great gain... The love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have
strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows... Flee these
things” (1 Tim 6:6-11).

“...  covetousness, which is idolatry” (Col 3:5).
“The greed of gain takes away the life of its owners” (Prov

1:19).
“He who hates covetousness will prolong his days” (Prov

28:16).

Beware of twisting the Scriptures!
“Our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom

given to him, has written to you,... in which are some
things hard to understand, which those who are untaught
and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do also
the rest of the Scriptures. You therefore, beloved,... beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led
away with the error of the wicked” (2 Pet 3:15-18).

“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and
empty deceit” (Col 2:8). “These things I have written to you
concerning those who try to deceive you. But the anointing
which you have received from Him abides in you, and you
do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same
anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true,
and is not a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide
in Him” (1 Jn 2:26,27).

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but those
things which are revealed belong to us and to our children
forever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Dt 29:29).
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Beware of False Prophets and Teachers!
“What I do I will continue to do, in order to cut off the

claim of those who would like to find an occasion to claim
that in their boasted mission they work on the same terms
that we do. For such men are false apostles — spurious,
counterfeits — deceitful workers... And it is no wonder, for
Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light” (2 Cor
11:12-14 Amp).

“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You will
know them by their fruits... Many will say to Me in that day,
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,... And
then I will declare to them, I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who practise lawlessness!” (Mt 7:15).

“False Christs and false prophets will rise and show
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect.
But take heed” (Mk 13:22,23).

“There will be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive heresies” (2 Pet 2:1).

“They prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a
worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart” (Jer 14:14).

Beware of Dogs!
(i.e. those who return to the ceremonial Law)

“A dog returns to his own vomit” (2 Pet 2:22). “Beware of
dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the mutilation!”
(Phil 3:2).

“If I build again those things which I destroyed, I make
myself a transgressor” (Gal 2:18).

“Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter times some
will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits
and doctrines of demons, speaking lies in hypocrisy,
having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,
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forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from
foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving
by those who believe and know the truth” (1 Tim 4:1-3).

“Let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a
festival or a new moon or sabbaths” (Col 2:16). “Are you so
foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being
made perfect by the flesh?” (Gal 3:3).

“Note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary
to the doctrine which you learned, and AVOID THEM” (Rom
16:17).

To be forewarned is to be forearmed!
“Beloved, since you know these things beforehand,

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness,
being led away with the error of the wicked; but grow in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen” (2 Pet
3:17,18).
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Fivefold Vision

“Where there is no VISION, the people perish,” says the
Bible in Proverbs 29:18. The NKJV renders it as, “Where
there is no REVELATION, the people cast off restraint.”
Yes, when we don’t pattern our life and ministry after the
divine vision or revelation, we will go off the track and
finally perish. During the ministerial days of Eli the priest,
whose sons were bringing dishounour to the Name of the
Lord, “the Word of the Lord was rare in those days; there
was no widespread revelation” (1 Sam 3:1). Jeremiah
laments over the backslidden Zion, “Her prophets find no
vision from the Lord” (Lam 2:9). We are living in the last
days of the Holy Spirit’s outpouring for a worldwide revival
and evangelisation. “It shall come to pass in the last days,
says God, that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh ...
Your young men shall see visions” (Acts 2:17). My study
of the Scriptures has convinced me that every Christian
should have the following fivefold vision to fit into the
plan and purposes of God for these days.
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1. Vision God’s holiness & our nothingness
 This is the foundation for any true walk with God.

Here are four classic examples, two from the Old
Testament and two from the New. Isaiah, “In the year
that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne
... Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts ... Then I said, Woe
is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean
lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips;
for my eyes have seen the King” (Isa 6:l-5). Job, “I have
heard of You by the hearing of the ear, but now my eyes
see You. Therefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes” (Job 42:5,6). Peter, “Depart from me, for I am a
sinful man, O Lord!” (Lk 5:8). Paul, “But indeed I also
count all things loss... count them as rubbish, that I may
gain Christ and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness...” (Phil 3:8,9). He who keeps the vision of
God’s holiness unblurred before him always will walk safe.

2. Vision of the exalted Christ & our position in Him
Apostle Paul prays for the  Ephesian believers, “that

the Father of glory may give you the spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of your
understanding being enlightened; that you may know what
is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints... in the heavenly places...”
(Eph 1:17-21). A vision of “every spiritual blessing” with
which God has blessed us “in the heavenly places in
Christ” is a must to rightly enjoy the life under the New
Covenant. Paul prays a similar prayer in Col  l:9. His was
an exemplary life because of his vision of the exalted
Christ. Tracing the phrase “in Christ” throughout the New
Testament Epistles makes an exhilarating study. The
vision of the exalted Christ makes it possible for us to
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Isaiah’s Vision
(Isa 6:3)
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love Him with all our heart, mind and spirit. The things of
the world are no more attractive because we have seen
something greater and more glorious. “If then you were
raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth. For you
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God” (Col 3:1-
3). Apostle Paul calls this vision “a mystery which has
been hidden from ages and from generations, but now
has been revealed to His saints... which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory” (Col 1:26,27). The vision of our position
in Christ keeps us off the condemnation of the devil and
enables us to be overcomers always.

3. Vision of the Church & our privilege to be in it
I like this definition of the Church — It is an assembly

with no sinners inside and no saints outside. This is the
way David had understood it. “Nor sinners in the congre-
gation of the righteous” (Psa 1:5). When we are born again
we are no more independent but interdependent. “For we
are organs of Christ’s body, of His flesh and of His bones”
(Eph 5:30). In 1 Corinthians 12th chapter there are five
important principles of functioning within the Church.
 The principle of induction (vv 12,13). The Holy Spirit
inducted us into the Body of Christ. None of us came in
by ourselves.  Then the principle of indiscrimination (vv
l4-20). No partiality, special favour or inequality. All are
Kings and Priests unto God.  Thirdly, the principle of
interdependence (vv 20,21). Christian life is a corporate
life, each one in need of the other. Operation in
cooperation.  Then the principle of indispensability (vv
22-24). We are indispensable to each other, not to God.
Harmonious functioning with an appreciation for every
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member.  Fifthly, the principle of identification (vv 26,
27). Sharing both in joy and sorrow. No hypocritical or
superficial relationship but real commitment to one
another and living with concern. Christ is not returning
for any individual but for the Church. God loved the
world and gave His Son. Christ loved the Church and
gave Himself for it. Hence Church planting is an integral
part of evangelism. The latter is not complete without
the former.

4. Vision of the lost world & our responsibility
Isaiah’s  vision included a missionary call: “Also I heard

the voice of the Lord, saying: Whom shall I send, and who
will go for Us? Then I said, Here am I ! Send me” (Isa 6:8).
Jesus came for sinners. The lost world unreached with
the message of hope was His never-dimming vision. When
folks who were blessed through His ministry requested
extension of His campaign in their place, He said, “I must
preach the Kingdom of God to the other cities also, because
for this purpose I have been sent” (Lk 4:42,43). He instilled
this vision in the hearts of His disciples when He said,
“Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the
fields, for they are already white for harvest!” (Jn 4:35).
Apostle Paul refers to his call to preach to the Gentiles as
“the heavenly vision” (Acts 26:16-19). And during his
ministry he strove to preach the Gospel where Christ was
not named (Rom 15:20,21). John Wesley (1703-1791) said,
“The world is my parish!” Jesus said, “I am the Way ... no
one comes to the Father except through Me” (Jn 14:6).
Unless we are thoroughly convinced of this truth, we will
be only slack towards missionary work. The heathen are
lost — eternally lost — unless they are reached with the
Gospel. This awful fact should be constantly kept before
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our eyes. Someone said that every Christian should have
a vision of hell in order to become a fervent soulwinner.
The rich man from hell pleaded with Abraham to send
Lazarus — as a missionary —to the earth to speak to his
unconverted brothers!

5. Vision of New Heaven and New Earth
& our life there forever

The Bible ends with the vision of the New Heaven and
New Earth (Rev 21,22). Life today on earth will not be
without suffering, sorrow, pain and tears. But “the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us”
(Rom 8:18). The day of no-tears, no-sorrows and no-pain
is at hand! Also, like Lot, we are “oppressed with the filthy
conduct of the wicked... dwelling among them,” and
tormented in our righteous soul from day to day seeing
and hearing their lawless deeds (2 Pet 2:7,8). And so “we,
according to His promise, look for new heaven and new
earth in which righteousness dwells” (3:13). “Our citizen-
ship is in heaven, from where we also eagerly wait for
the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform
our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious
body” (Phil 3:20,21). And we shall reign with Him forever
and ever!

Any Christian or Minister or ministry holding on to this
fivefold vision will never become an eccentric but maintain
a healthy balance. All of us have had the first touch from
the Lord but we need His second touch that we may see
more clearly (Mk 8:22-25).
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Missions for Churches,
or Churches for Missions?

As we were preparing the pamphlets to introduce the
origin and purpose of the Blessing Youth Mission (BYM) in
its early days, 1971-72, I took counsel of some Christian
leaders like Rev. Henry Joseph the Chief Pastor of the
Maranatha Fellowship of Churches. He advised me to pen
this dictum: “We are not  a substitute but a supplement
to the local Church.” Some years later too, Dr. Sam
Kamalesan, the world-renowned Christian leader from
India, said to me, “Stanley, your success in ministry would
only be measured by the extent to which your organisation
is able to work in conjunction with the Church; only that
would yield lasting fruit.”

Building or Scaffolding?
I have consistently emphasized this concept in my

essays and publications: “It is, Missions for Churches,
and not Churches for Missions.” I have often reiterated
in my talks, “The Church is the building, the Parachurch
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organizations are only the scaffolding.” However, its
practice is debatable. It is undeniable that this concept
has not been as much translated into action as spoken
about or printed out.

Milch Cows
Many of the Missionary organizations that came up in

the 60’s and later in India have this predicament: there
is much gap between the words and the deeds. Not that it
is intentional. But in the relationship of Missions with
Churches there are discordances. While it could well be
due to the focus of the Church, it could even more have
to do with the manner of functioning of the Missions; this
is my assessment as someone who founded a Mission
and headed it for over three decades. It was commendable,
that at a national level meet in 2009, Church leaders and
Heads of Missions did attempt to reduce undesirable
frictions between the two sides. It is in that perspective
of a strong need for shared vision and complementary
roles for both Churches and Missions, and impelled by
the Holy Spirit, in the light of the Scriptures, that I write
in this article a few matters of concern. This is a sensitive
subject that must be addressed with Biblical perspective
and balance.

Missions to help the Church
Generally we call the Mission agencies as “Parachurch

Organisations.” The Greek term “para” refers to “the one
to be alongside to help.” This same term is applied to
Nurses, Technicians, Therapists and others who are called
“Paramedical” staff. All of them stand alongside the
doctors in providing medical or surgical treatment to
patients; they do not function for their own ends. Similarly,
the Holy Spirit is mentioned as “Paraclete” by Christ,
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The headquarters building of the Blessing Youth Mission
opposite to a CSI Church in Vellore, South India
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for He will be “another” Helper “alongside” the Church
after Christ’s ascension, even as Christ was to the disciples
on earth. Note how Christ introduces the Holy Spirit:
“When He the Spirit of Truth has come... He will not speak
on His own authority, but He will glorify Me, for He will
take of what’s Mine and declare it to you” (Jn 16:13-15).
That means, it’s not Christ for the Holy Spirit, but the
Holy Spirit for Christ! In the same vein, it is not Churches
for Missions, but Missions for Churches! It is not Doctors
for Paramedicals, but Paramedicals for Doctors! This truth
must be deeply embedded in our hearts; if we are not
clear in this perspective, it will be a step in a wrong
direction to a wrong destination. The Church is the Body
of Christ. Evangelistic and Missionary organisations
should be seen as the feet and legs, and Social Service
and Relief Agencies as the arms and hands of the Body. If
the hands and feet are not in live connect to the Body it
would be simply “a valley of dry bones” (Ezek 37:1,2). It is
not enough that the bones and limbs are able to
independently move about; it is only as they unite as one
with the Body and receive life can there be great army
raised to war (v10).

There are lots of practical lessons that Missions ought
to learn from John the Baptist,  the “forerunner” to Christ.
Consider these statements that John the Baptist made
and the observations others made of him and the
perspective such should evoke in us: “He must increase
and I must decrease...  He who comes after me is greater
than I ... I am only the friend of the Bridegroom, I am full
of joy to hear the voice of the Bridegroom ...”  “He was not
that Light, but one who came to bear witness to the Light.”
“I am not the Christ ... I am the one who was sent before
Him...” (Jn 3:28-30; 1:8). When the Word  became flesh
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as Christ incarnate, the voice of one proclaiming His
arrival ceased. It the building, the Church, that’s eternal,
not the scaffolding. The parachurch organisations are
temporal, serving a temporary purpose.

Missions or Machines?
It is indeed a temptation to want to do any and every-

thing. Missions must overcome such temptations and only
then can they fulfill their God-given calling and stay within
premises and time-frames pertaining to them. The Law
was given by God, but once we are led through it to the
grace found in Christ, it has no significant  application.
Once we have come to Christ, we are not under the Law,
heretofore “the guardian” (Gal 3:24,25). Has not God
Himself cancelled out at His wisdom and timing what He
Himself had written (Col 2:14)? It is perhaps not
mandatory that a Mission raised up, be it by God, should
forever carry on. George Mueller (1805-1898), that giant
in faith, was used of God to raise and run magnificent
orphanages. I was amazed as I stood by those great
orphanage buildings in England wondering how he could
do such a great ministry all the while never asking
donations of any one, neither directly nor indirectly. Yet
that ministry fulfilled a need of that particular period and
ceased. Any Mission that exceeds the parameters and
time-frame God has set will no more be a Mission but a
machine. It might yet have a structure and system but
no Spirit’s anointing. How many Christian orphanages in
Tamil Nadu alone have unfilled vacancies, unable to find
enough ‘orphan’ children? God raises up a man; He
entrusts him with a message; that ministry becomes a
movement; but if that ministry exceeds the God-appointed
period and loses relevance in the socio-historic and
geographic setting, it becomes merely a monument. History
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is replete with examples for this process and change. If,
as rivers join the sea and their waters become part of the
ocean, the Missions become merged with the Church, the
overall loss to the Kingdom of God will lessen and that
would be the ultimate and perfect will of God.

Church: Imperfect & Perfect
It is customary that many Missions call themselves

“Interdenominational.” Here again if we are not careful, it
can begin to mean “beyond all denominations;” that is
not right. It is surely not the “perfect” will of God that
there are so many denominations in the Church; one may
concede it to be the “permissive” will of God. Irrespective
of the denominational label, and its many and deep
imperfections, Christ the Head of the Church loves her
unconditionally through and through. Christ stands and
knocks at the door of even the  Laodicean Church that
had seemingly expelled and locked Him out (Rev 3:19,20).
If such a pitiable Church would repent, He receives her
and takes her out to reward her with feasting and to be
seated along with Him by His throne. It’s only because
the Lord has not given up graciously on or rejected any
Church, all our Missions should make this their aim and
axiom: “The whole Church must carry the whole Gospel
to the whole World.” This should be the total endeavour
and effort of all Missions, to bring the Churches to such
a shared platform. This is why the Bible refers to the
Church, comprising of all denominations, as the “whole
family in heaven and earth” (Eph 3:15), and “general
assembly and Church of the firstborn” ( Heb 12:22-24).

Help or Hindrance?
When it is already a huge headache to break down the

walls of division between denominations, what tragedy
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would it be to create rifts between Churches and Missions?
Divisions among the denominations are a major
impediment to revival;  yet revival, when it comes, will
disrupt the divisions! When there comes an incessant
outpouring of rain, rising water level will submerge the
fences between fields; even so when the crops grow tall
the panoramic view will hide the hedges! It is the
responsibility of the Missions God has raised up to be
supportive to the Church to work toward this end. If they
do not so function with a clarity of purpose, viz. being a
help to the Church, Missions can instead become a
hindrance to the Church;  in many instances that has
already happened!

Missionary Paul’s Model
One could Christen, in retrospect, Paul and his team

of workers the “First Century Missionary Movement.” He
wrote his many letters to Churches and individuals during
his missionary journeys and from prisons, which are now
incorporated into our New Testament. The vibrant ties
and deep understandings he had with the Churches are
an excellent model for us to emulate. He earned his own
keep and paid for the expenses of his missionary calling
too through professional “tentmaking;” rarely he was
supported by the Churches as well (Phil 4:15-18). His
first and foremost focus was to always “bless” the
Churches he visited; he sought their help and aid only as
a secondary means. For example —

a) Church at Rome

“I know that when I come to you, I will come in the full
measure of the blessing of Christ.” (Rom 15:29)



172

b) Church at Corinth

“If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too
much if we reap a material harvest from you?”

(1 Cor 9:11)
c) Church at Ephesus

“I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing
... I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole
Counsel of God” (Acts 20:33,26)

d) Church at Thessalonica

Paul preached the Word of God clearly to the Jews
who used to gather in the traditional Synagogue at
Thessalonica, and made it a model Church to others!

(Acts 17:1-3; 1 Thess 1:7,8)
Revival in the Church

I would list here a few suggestions for the leaders of
Missions and believers actively involved in missionary
activities as to how they can bless the Churches —

1. Meet often with Church leaders and pastors to
enhance fellowship. Desist from the bad habit of
approaching them only for help with space and venue
arrangements, announcing your programme details to the
congregation, etc. Not all pastors will have the same zeal
or similar vision and passion for missions; there could be
many a reason for their apathy. The reluctance and
reservations many pastors have about Missionary
organisations are at times justified. Conversing with them
often, not arguing, could help improve the situation.

2. Participate in the special meetings and functions
organised by the Church; it is wrong to need the Church
only for sponsorships, weddings and funerals. Earmark
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a certain amount of what you set aside for the Lord to be
given to the local Churches; do not neglect them saying,
They spend as they please with no accountability. Aren’t
similar loopholes and malpractices present in the running
of several Missions today? Seeking and extending help
should be mutual. Missions ought to help Churches, and
Churches vice versa; they need each other.

3. Pray together often with Church leaders for revival
in all Churches. Do not be only concerned and keep talking
about “your” Mission’s needs, “your” Mission’s staff. Most
Missions take interest to raise prayer partners who meet
every week to pray just for the needs of their group. Should
one be confined to a single  Mission as a praying partner?
Most Christians support more than one Mission. There
being only seven days in a week, if the Church members
are so fragmented even for prayer, how could we raise
common prayer groups in every street? No Christian
should belong exclusively to any one Mission (1 Cor 3:4).
Every believer belongs to the body of Christ (1 Cor 12:27;
3:23). Every Church should have many common prayer
fellowships in various localities (Acts 2:46,47). The
Missions should send their prayer requests to these
groups. Unless Mission leaders and the Church VIPs die
to self, this would be impossible (1 Cor 3:4-9).

4. Get the congregational members of the local Church,
especially the young men and young women, to be involved
in neighbourhood evangelism, and provide appropriate
training for them. “Go or Send” was the clarion call that
Dr. Oswald J. Smith (1889-1966), a missionary Pastor of
Canada, raised for his Church members to send them on
overseas missionary work. Within his lifetime he inspired
and sent more than 400 missionaries to serve in distant
lands. As for as India is concerned, the various Missions
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should work with the motto, “Go and Send,” and train all
members of the Church in neighbourhood evangelism.
Only when it is not possible to go personally should there
be thought and effort taken to send another on behalf of
self. Unless each and every believer is so pressed into
soulwinning, India would still remain unevangelised for
another 2000 years.

I believe that it is only in the many missionary organi-
sations there is present an inner strength and inspiring
grace needed for this massive task of getting all Indian
Christians involved in such an evangelistic outreach. The
various Missions should desist enticing away the youth
from the Churches to form youth outreach groups each
in their Missions’ names. Instead they should raise within
each Church outreach groups that would go forth from
their respective Churches representing the Church and
not the missionary organisation. This litmus test will
reveal whether it is self-interest or love of Church that
impels us for missionary work. Whenever Paul the
missionary established and visited the various Churches,
his major aim was to strengthen them, and encourage
them to develop and use their spiritual gifts (Rom 1:10-
12). Missionaries, who are sent on an Apostolic mandate,
have a responsibility to “ equip the Church — the body of
Christ — for the work of the gospel ministry” (Eph 4:11-
13). As structured into the Assemblies of God deno-
mination there is a “Missions Department,” so should
there be in all the denominations; the Mission leaders
must encourage the Church authorities and extend help
to establish such a Missionary Wing. Albeit in a physically
weakened state, I spoke in three evening meetings in
1997 at the New Life AG Church, the largest Church in
India, Chennai; nearly 50 youngsters responded to God’s
call and entered fulltime missionary work.
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5. The pastor of a large Church once asked me, “Many
of your workers are doing the same things as our Church
workers. Is it okay to call only those sent out by missionary
organisations as missionaries? Can those sent forth by
our Church not also be called missionaries?” This question
had me floored for a while; I don’t remember answering it
satisfactorily even to myself. It is wrong to term all workers
of Churches as “pastors,” and to label all workers of
Missions as “missionaries.” Those employed to look after
the finance and accounts are not missionaries. The Latin
word “missionary” is a translation of the Greek term
“apostle,” which means “one sent forth” — meaning “one
who goes out to places unreached with the Gospel.” It is
incorrect in the light of Scriptures to call as “missionaries”
those entrusted with administrative responsibilities such
as overseeing food distribution (Acts 6:1-6). They come
under the category of “helps” and “administrations” (1
Cor 12:28). In the order of God’s revelation, these and
such works come “after” the Apostles, Prophets and
Pastors. As long as they were involved in the local Church
matters Paul and Barnabas were called “Prophets” and
“Teachers.” Only as they were sent out into the wide world
to do missionary work, they were called “Apostles” (Acts
13:1,2; 14:14). Without such Scriptural clarity not applied
in practice, it is not possible to avoid lopsided growth. It
is neither an emphasis on Church’s favour nor that on
the Missions’ favour but a fair balance.

6. I appeal to the freelance ministers as well to practise
whatever I have written here concerning Missions. There
have come up in the past 50 years in India large number
of independant evangelists and preachers. They are
generally avid in gathering a supportive group of “followers,
readers, partners” for themselves, even while going to help
conduct Church meetings. Often they take advantage of
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perceived weaknesses and faith deficiency of pastors and
Church elders and encourage believers to write to them
any problems. Instead they ought to be concerned to
encourage and bring up the spiritual level of the pastors
and elders; they should concentrate on how to  kindle
the fire of devotion and put to use  their spiritual gifts.
See how much Missionary Paul encouraged and flamed
the faith of Timothy to do Church ministry (2 Tim 1:6,7;
1 Tim 4:14). If this is done, the shenanigans in many
“healing ministries” will be much reduced or abolished;
and the gifts of healing will become manifest in and
through routine local Church meetings, activities like
laying on of hands for healing, etc. ( Js 5:14,15). Sanniyasi
Ponnammal, Bro. N. Daniel, Rev. S. Devadasan, Dr.
Augustin Sallins, Bro. N. Jeevanandam and the such did
not have or serve any of their own plans and programmes;
they worked with the one aim to bring revival in the
Church. Is there not one left of that tribe?

I have always spoken and written along these lines:
“The jasmine of the neighbour’s garden also smells sweet !”
“It matters not who pounds the paddy provided it becomes
rice!” When we delve into the Bible again and again and
find ourselves faulty, it is our bounden duty to obey the
truth and make corrections. I was one among the 10
Indian Christian leaders while founding the India Missions
Association (IMA) in the 1970’s to serve as an umbrella
for various missionary organisations. As the introductory
pamphlet for that IMA began to be written, it was
suggested that IMA’s slogan be, “To be a voice TO the
Indian Church.” I asked that it should be corrected as
“To be a voice IN the Indian Church.” Dr. Theodore Williams
(1935-2011) who was sitting by my side appreciated me
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for the difference that one word “IN” — instead of “TO” —
brought to the ethos of IMA. I am always against groupism.

To conclude, let me state it clearly —

To the exact extent that Missions and independent
preachers have yoked their shoulders together to the wheel
along with the Church for the welfare of the whole Church,
we can escape the snare of building our own empires of
straw. And only then will we expand the Kingdom of God.
If you agree with me on this, shout “AMEN!”
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Dear Retired Missionaries...
(An open letter to the Retired Staff

of Christian Organisations and Missionary Agencies
in India)

Dear fellow traveller,

Congratulations on completing your term of service in
the organisation you have retired from! God be praised
who led you step by step and upheld you throughout the
active years of your career! The God of yesterday is the
God of today, and He will be the God of your tomorrow
(Isa 46:4).

In God’s providence, I retired from the Blessing Youth
Mission in 2003 after 33 years of service as its Chief
Executive. These 10 years of my retirement (2003-2014)
have taught me so many practical lessons, both through
the study of the Scriptures and the observation of the
lives of God’s servants who have retired from Missions. I
thought it would benefit if I share them with you. Hence
this letter.

For God’s servants, retirement may be only from an
organisation, but never from the ministry of the Lord. There
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may be changes in responsibilities; a servant of God always
remains a servant of God — till his death. It is not so in
most of the secular jobs. The knowledge and experience
gathered during the years of active service in organisations
must be wisely used in the post-retirement period. One
must pray specifically for this even a year or two before
retirement. Failure here will lead to all sorts of problems
including depression.

Dear friend, don’t feel bad that you had to leave a
Mission when you still were full of energy and vitality.
How many more years would be enough? This time of
gracefully stepping out of the institutional system can
lead you to fulfill your other unfulfilled dreams which may
still be a part of your vision. You can enjoy ministering at
large. Your calling which might not have been embraced
or cherished can now have new wings. Be happy to leave
and enjoy the fresh air.

Should one hold on to his chair until he dies or becomes
invalid? How will the nextliners take their turns if you
don’t lay down your leadership responsibility? The
retirement age in India in Christian Missions is normally
sixty. It’s much higher in Western Countries. When there’s
no Biblical rule for this, let’s happily accept the existing
system.

Take time to praise God who counted you faithful and
placed you in His ministry. Thank Him for His hand that
was on you and your family through all the years of service
in the organisation. The good Lord saw you through the
ups and downs, victories and failures, good times and
bad, plenty and poverty, problems solved and unsolved,
prayers answered and unanswered, and so on. You may
think you could have done more. But here’s God’s promise
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as you step into the phase of retirement: Eccl 9:7, “Go,
eat your bread with joy; for God has already accepted
your works!”

You had to make crucial choices and decisions at the
beginning of your missionary career. You are again in a
similar situation. I always teach that there are five steps
in decision-making: Pray, Study, Analyse, Consult, and
Act. God’s guidance is the overarching factor. The regular
study of the Scriptures will throw further light. Weigh the
pros and cons. Consult trustworthy persons who have a
track record in counselling. The final step is extremely
important: Proceed. Claim God’s promise in Isa 30:21,
“Whenever you deviate to the right or to the left, you shall
hear a word behind you, saying, This is the way, walk in it!”

Founding and leading a Mission was only an “assign-
ment” which God gave me. But my basic “calling” is to be
a Bible Teacher (1 Cor 12:28). Though the Board of the
Mission requested me to be the Mission’s leader for life, I
politely declined the offer for two reasons: (i) To concentrate
on my Bible teaching ministry; (ii) To let the nextliners,
whom I had trained over the years, to lead (Acts 6:3,4).
God honoured this decision, and my personal Bible
teaching ministry has touched more people during these
10 years than the earlier 33 years. What’s your basic
calling? What’s your burden? In what area do you fare
better than the rest? Answers to these questions will give
you a clue as to what you must pursue under God. Don’t
worry about small beginnings. The mustard-seed principle
always works in God’s Kingdom (Mt 13:31,32).

Not everyone is called or skilled to do something of his
own after retirement. Playing a supportive role, in God’s
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sight, is in no way inferior to starting a ministry of your
own. There are so many existing structures for which you
can volunteer to help. If you join an organisation, as a
part-timer or a fulltimer, don’t commit for life. You may
agree to work for a term of two or three years. This will
give you the freedom to choose whatever you are guided
to do later on depending on your health and family
conditions. Assume a humble posture, and don’t be
authoritative, in the new set-up. Don’t involve in the
politics of Christian organisations. You will lose your peace
and fruitfulness. Be a friend to all the staff of that organi-
sation. Some of them may approach you for guidance.
Give them spiritual counsel instead of administrative
solutions. Samuel, at the time of his official retirement as
a Prophet, told the people he would continue to “pray” for
them, and “teach” them the ways of God (1 Sam 12:23).

During your active years of service in the parent
organisation, you must have frequently felt you didn’t get
enough time for unhurried study of the Bible and extended
periods of intercessory prayer. Now is the time for these
holy exercises. How many Study Bibles, Study Aids, and
devotional books stay unused or underused in your
shelves! Don’t think, What’s the use of studying them now?
Did you ever try to understand why Apostle Paul, the aged,
while awaiting execution, asked Timothy to bring him the
“books” (2 Tim 4:13)? It was because Paul’s pursuit and
passion of life had been to know the “God” of the Bible
(Phil 3:8-10). The supreme purpose of studying the “Word
of God” is to know the “God of the Word!” Apostle John in
his late years specifically mentions this in his first Epistle:
1 Jn 2:13, “I write to you, fathers, because you have known
Him ... because you have known the Father.”
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There’s no competition for the ministry of intercession.
Prepare an exhaustive list of believers, preachers,
missionaries and Missions and spend sustained prayer
time for each. For a retired person, who had been activity-
oriented throughout his career, it’s not easy to stay on
knees for long hours. But train yourself in this art.
Intercession will keep you from many evils associated with
old age. Intercessors will hardly become gossips,
whisperers, backbiters and busybodies. They will only be
longing for more “tears!” (Jer 9:1).

Amy Carmichael, confined to bed due to a fracture,
spent most of her time writing letters of encouragement
to God’s people, especially His servants. Meet with the
retired staff of other ministries to encourage one another.
Remember, they are your fellow-strugglers! While working
with the Blessing Youth Mission, I hardly could find time
to minister to the staff of the other Missions. But after
retirement, I was able to minister in the national Staff
gatherings of FMPB, IEM, GEMS, Compassion India, World
Vision, Gideons International, Bible Translation Agencies,
etc. What a blessing when we share with others what we
learnt over the years the hard way! (Job 8:8-10; 12:12).
This need not be in large gatherings, from pulpits. One to
one and small group ministries are equally effective (2
Tim 2:2).

You are not under obligation to maintain a daily
schedule after retirement. You can now relax, but don’t
become indisciplined. Be organized. That’s the only way
to stay productive. I get up at five and retire to bed at
nine. By the grace of God I don’t idle during any part of
the day. One or two naps of fifteen minutes in between
keep me refreshed. I’m dressed up from nine to five as
before. Never forget the old saying: “An idle mind is the
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devil’s workshop!” Solomon’s wise saying is quite relevant
to us the retired persons: Eccl 9:10, “Whatever your hand
finds to do, do it with your might; for there’s no work or
device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you
are going!” I have found that the more I work, the more
work God gives me (Mt 25:28,29). It’s a blessing to have
your hands full.

Don’t give place to any kind of bitterness. May be the
Mission failed to bless you with satisfactory retirement
benefits. May be you saw outright partiality or injustice.
May be your relationship with the administration got
strained on the eve of your retirement. May be you never
got along well with a coworker. There can be one hundred
and one such things. But beloved, Is it worth carrying
any bitterness in the evening of your life? Why should
your sun set in your anger? (Eph 4:26). Resentment and
bitterness will shoot up your blood pressure and sugar
level. When you go to bed, you must be relaxed (Psa 4:4,8).
Your retirement brings you closer to your Home Call. You
are near the finishing line in your race. Shed down all
excess baggage. The slogan of the Indian Railways is
practical: “Less luggage, more comfort, make travel a
pleasure!” Not only that, if you don’t uproot bitterness
you will defile those who come into contact with you (Heb
12:14,15). What a loss to you and the Kingdom of God!
Go through your files and destroy all unpleasant letters,
received or sent, for the good of your children. One of the
annual rituals of Indian Hindus is to burn all the unwanted
stuff in their houses! Good!

If you retired as a leader, and the changes brought
about by the new administration are not for the better,
your bowels will churn within you. Learn to relax. Joshua
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cannot become a Moses, Solomon a David, Elisha an
Elijah, or Timothy a Paul. God buries His men, but
continues His work.

Old age problems are numerous. Financial strain
perhaps tops the list. Though Indian Missions have
launched pension schemes in the recent years, with the
cost of living going up everyday, a reduction in your
monthly allowance makes life extremely difficult. Not all
Missionaries have a family backing. And not everyone can
publish books and produce CDs like me which can fetch
an extra income. But remember, it was Jesus who included
the request, “Give us this day our daily bread,” in the
Prayer He taught His missionary disciples. As He sent
them forth they had no idea where their next meal would
come from! Some of you left your lucrative jobs when you
took up the missionary career. Undoubtedly there was a
drastic reduction in your monthly income. Did not God
take care of your needs until this day? Trust in Him and
don’t despair. He will send you the support through a
“widow” or a “crow!”

There are a couple of ways in which you can continue
your direct ministry to people. One is to visit Christian
homes to sell good literature and CDs. Only thing, you
must make sure that these materials are sound in doctrine
and Biblically balanced. Do you know that D.L. Moody
(1837-1899), the most renowned American Evangelist, was
fond of this colporteur’s ministry? The discount you get
from Publishers for bulk orders will be helpful to you.
You can also use these visits to raise financial support for
your parent organisation. If you had spent most of your
ministerial years in mission fields, you can continue the
same by taking up an appointment as a Village Evangelist



186

for the rural evangelism of your local Church. Sure they
would give you an allowance. If you had been a youth
worker, what an asset you would be in your local Church!
Those who served in the offices of Missions can use their
clerical skills in any Christian organisation. These are only
examples. If you have a mind to work as much as you
can, there are so many avenues. Soulwinners never go
jobless.

Health problems seem to spare no one, especially those
who had worked for long years in regions of extreme
climate, poor hygiene, non-availability of good foodstuff,
inadequate medical facilities, and so on. Such missionaries
are literally drained. When you become older, things
become worse (Eccl 12:1-7). You must have ministered
healing to so many sick people during your career. Remind
yourself of the same healing promises and seek God for
His “mercy” (Phil 2:27). As far as possible, go to Christian
Mission hospitals and meet with Christian doctors. Explain
your background to them. They are normally quite
considerate to missionaries. If at anytime you find the
cost of treatment too much for you to bear, in spite of
your organisation’s assistance, feel free to talk to missions
supporters about your need. According to my
understanding, this is not lack of faith. Thank God for
the Missionaries Upholders Trust (MUT) which helps
genuine cases with godly concern. In the midst of all these,
do not lose heart, because “though our outer man is
perishing the inner man is being renewed day by day” (2
Cor 4:16). Several missionaries in the recent years have
died in their forties. How much should we thank God for
His kindness towards us, unworthy as we are!

A recent survey has revealed that not even 10% of the
children of Indian Missionaries desire to take up
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missionary career. Very sad! This is not the place to
analyse the reasons. But the fact remains that missionary
children in general feel that they were neglected and less
privileged. As you left your children in missionary Boarding
Schools, because of the mission field conditions, you were
not there with them for their birthdays or school functions.
Please don’t scold them for their resentment that surfaces
now. You were “called” to suffer, but they “had” to suffer!
Spend sufficient time with them now and do what all you
can to make up things. If your spouse has a couple of
more years of service, my personal advice would be that
she opts for voluntary retirement so both of you can be
available for your children wherever they need help —
interviews, marriage, confinement, grandchildren, family
functions, and the like. These years will never come back.

Do not worry too much about the future of your
children. Genesis 25:11 is a favourite text to me: “After
the death of Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac.” The
God of Abraham will be the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob. I notice that several of the missionary kids are
excelling others in their studies and career. I have preached
in the wedding services of so many missionaries of the
Blessing Youth Mission and also in the wedding services
of their sons and daughters! My eyes become full when I
realize how God blesses the children by way of honouring
their missionary parents! You may not leave a fortune for
your children, but whatever teaching and training you
have given them will be “graceful ornaments on their
heads, and chains about their necks” (Prov 1:8,9).

So many retired missionaries of various Indian
Missions, when they meet me, open up numerous
grievances against their organisations. The commonest
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complaint is that their organisations are not thankful
enough to them for all their hard, sacrificial and consistent
labour for decades. I have no solution to this situation,
but I can only remind everyone of you of Heb 6:10, “God
is not unjust to forget your work and labour of love which
you have shown towards His name!”

When you find time, read my articles, “How to Stay
Young” and “How to Die Triumphantly” in the 2014
expanded edition of my book, Enlightening Essays. Also
my 3-hour video talk, titled “How to Finish Well,” English-
Hindi, and the 5-hour video Talk, “How not to Die,” English-
Tamil, will bless you.

I don’t think I have covered everything in this letter
though so long. Let me close with the prayer of the
Psalmist: Psa 71:17,18, “O God, You have taught me from
my youth; and to this day I declare Your wondrous works.
Now also when I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not
forsake me until I declare Your strength to this generation,
Your power to everyone who is to come!”

Your friend,
R. Stanley
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EPILOGUE

My Prayer for Preachers
By Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994)

Eternal Father,

In the majesty of Thy glory,
look down in mercy on these men.

As they fall before Thee in prayer,
be pleased to fall upon them in power!

As they enter their seclusion as preachers,
may they emerge from it as prophets.

According to Your promise,
give them a new heart.

According to Your Holy Word,
put a new spirit within them.

Anoint their eyes with holy eyesalve
that they may see what heretofore they have not seen.

Unstop their ears that they may hear Your voice
in a way You could not previously speak to them.
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Touch their lips with a live coal from the altar of eternity
that they may step back into time
like men who have tasted the powers of the world
to come.

Grant that their theology
may become almost a theophany.

In these days of Noah-like society,
when the earth again is corrupt before Thee,
and when violence has become a way of life,
and sexual immorality a sport;
when inquity is legislated,
and unborn babes are mutilated in the womb;
in this dread hour, challenging Thee to judge us,
grant these men a compassion and a passion,
motivated by the love of Thy Son,
for doomed humanity.

We tremble as we see
the over-blest, over-fed, over-come nations
wallow in sin
on the brink of destruction;
As we see that
the law of the day is lawlessness,
the faith of the day is faithlessness,
the philosophy of the day is hopelessness,
the evident condition of the Church is powerlessness.

In this unprecedented state of moral anarchy
and spiritual debility,

Let these men not dare to see the forces of men again
until they are renewed in the Holy Ghost.
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If these men are not the men to shake the nation
before Thy King comes,
then in mercy find such men to shake earth and hell,
and fill heaven with praise
that He has seen of the travail of His soul
to His satisfaction.

These things I ask
in the name of and for the glory of
Thine only begotten Son,
the only Saviour of men,
Jesus Christ our Lord,

Amen.

(From REVIVAL GOD’S WAY)
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Compiled from what Brother Stanley
has written during 40 years.

A new release
that is liked by Christians of

all Churches,
al l age groups and
all backgrounds!

432 pages
Price Rs. 150/-  Forwarding Rs. 30/-

30% discount for 10 or more copies

Available in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya,

Tamil and Telugu also.

Available from—

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony

Vellore 632006, India
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600

Daily Meditations
for wholesome development
as a Christian...
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Bible Treasures
by R. Stanley

200 Corrective Bible Lessons
from the beginning of Christian Life
to the end of physical life

832 pages; Jacketed hardcover; Indexed
Rs. 500/- plus Rs. 50/- for forwarding.

Available in Tamil also.


The 200 lessons of this book
are available in Video & Audio format also.

English to Tamil


40 DVDs
Each with a running time of 2.30 hours.

Arranged in a Zipped Pouch
Rs. 1500/- plus 100/- for forwarding

Each Topic is available
as a 2-DVD Pack also for Rs.100/-



2 MP3 CDs
Each with a running time of 50 hours.

Packed in a single box
Rs.100/- plus 30/- for forwarding



100 hours of solid Bible Teaching
Ideal for personal and group study.

Watching these DVDs or listening to the MP3 CDs
with the book on hand

will be more than a 3-year Bible College Course!

Order from the Author.
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Bible Foundation
Brother Stanley’s handwritten notes

of 4 weeklong Bible Study Programmes
of 1977, 1978, 1979 & 1984

Genesis to Revelation

Subjects include Bible Introduction,
Bible Study Methods, Dispensations,

Covenants, Church History, Trinitarian Godhead,
Gifts & Ministries, Personal Sanctification,

Last Things, etc.

4 Volumes, totally 400 pages of A4 size paper,
spiral-bound, including a Master Index Card.

Cased in an attractive paded rexin pouch.

Ideal for personal studies,
Bible Study groups and classroom teaching.

Helpful for both new believers
and mature Christians.

Price Rs. 500/- per Pack; forwarding Rs. 100/-

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony

Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 98437 07600

<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>
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Other Books by the author—

 Apples of Gold
 Balanced Christian, The
 Bible Answers
 Blessed are the Obedient!
 Dare to be Different !
 Enlightening Essays
 Faith Life
 Fire in My Bones
 Five Loaves & Two Fish
 Happy Harvest
 Higher Ways Higher Thoughts
 How to be Anointed with the Spirit
 How to be Saved
 Inspired Insights
 Little Foxes
 Open Heaven
 Patience makes the man!
 Power belongs to God!
 To Dear Students...
 When Revival Comes ...
 Wild Honey
 With God Again!

These books and the author’s Bible Talks
in CDs and DVDs are available from—

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam River Road, Chintadripet,

Chennai 600002, India
Tel: 00 91 44 28450411
<blc@bymonline.org>
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Video Bible Class
The pulpit ministry of Brother Stanley

has blessed thousands across the globe
with a deeper understanding of God’s Word.

He is both a preacher and a teacher.
God has used him mightily for nearly 50 years now

(1963-2013) to bring forth abiding fruits.
His Talks are rich in Biblical content,

Sound in doctrine, Balanced in emphasis,
and Down-to-earth practical.

Several of them are available on VCDs or DVDs,
with or without vernacular translations.

Here are a few titles —

 Old Paths ... 6 Talks/6 DVDs
English-Tamil

 Jesus’ Footsteps ... 6 Talks/6 DVDs
English-Tamil

 How to Preach Better ... 10 DVDs
English-Tamil/Hindi

 How to be a Good Pastor ... 6 Talks/6 DVDs
English-Telugu

There are about 250 Titles to choose from.
Each is a Video Bible Class!

Write for a Catalogue.
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CONTENTS
 General Messages

Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth
 Sermon Outlines

Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for
Personal Meditation and Pulpit Preaching

 Bible Studies
Studies on specific themes
and select books of the Bible

 Doctrinal Essays
Corrective Teaching to uphold
Sound Doctrines of the Bible

 Youth Matters
Practical Guidelines to Young Men
and Young Women for Successful Living

 Leaders Column
Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons
on Christian Leadership

 Missionary Challenge
Calling Christians to obey
the Great Commission of Christ

 My Answers
Answers to Questions
frequently asked but rarely answered

 Quotable Quotes
Stanley’s analytical Statements
about Christian Life and Ministry

 Video Talks
Stanley’s Bible Sermons
in Video & Audio format, freely downloadable

Register your e-mail id in this website
to receive updates instantly.

StanleyOnBible .com
A WEBSITE FOR BIBLE LOVERS.
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Blessing Youth Mission
A transdenominational ministry dedicated to

Revival and Evangelism, functioning since 1971.


Conducting Revival Camps,
Bible Studies and Training Programmes.



Establishing witnessing groups in schools
and colleges through Campus programmes.



Visiting villages, slums, hospitals, etc.,
through hundreds of outreach teams

of laymen and laywomen.


Church planting and Church revival ministries in
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Gujarat, Jharkand, Karnataka,

Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Orissa, Rajasthan,
Tamilnadu and Uttar Pradesh

through nearly 350 fulltime missionaries.


Publishing books, tracts and a periodical titled BLESSING
in Assamese, Bengali, English, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,

Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil and Telugu.


Helping the poor and the downtrodden
through medical, literacy and relief works.

Pray for this Mission.
Participate in its activities.

Support it with your offerings.

Blessing Youth Mission
Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 416 2242943, 2248943
<hq@bymonline.org>   www.bymonline.org
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If you have found this book helpful,
kindly pass it on to a preacher friend.

You may also order copies at Rs. 80/- per copy.
30% discount for 10 copies or more.


