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ENERGY CONSERVATION PLAN 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 
The Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code encourages the incorporation of an energy 

conservation element into comprehensive plans. This element takes note of the importance of 

energy use, its various sources, and the many methods of conservation. Energy conservation can 

provide an economic boost by reducing costs and transferring savings into the local economy.  

 

PURPOSE 
 

This appendices was included to address the Energy Conservation Plan Element  of the PA MPC 

(Section 301.1). The Section states: 

 

“To promote energy conservation and the effective utilization of renewable energy sources, the 

comprehensive plan may include an energy conservation plan element which systematically 

analyzes the impact of each other component and element of the comprehensive plan on the 

present and future use of energy in the municipality, details specific measures contained in the 

other plan elements designed to reduce energy consumption and proposes other measures that 

the municipality may take to reduce energy consumption and to promote the effective 

utilization of renewable energy sources” 

 

Perry County has an energy use profile typical of other rural counties in Pennsylvania which is 

influenced by mountainous topography and a relatively sparse population. The arrangement of the 

built environment in Perry County has its roots in 19
th
 century settlement patterns where a series 

of small towns have traditionally served as the epicenters of commercial, civic, and religious life.  

 

This is different from the relatively sprawling nature of neighboring counties to the south. 

Notwithstanding this geography, and the strengths inherent in this type of settlement pattern, 

dependence on the automobile means that fluctuations in the price of gasoline can be particularly 

influential on a family’s budget, both positively when gas is cheap and negatively when it rises. 

Applying a SWOT analysis to Perry County concerning energy use and conservation can bring to 

light strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats to energy conservation in Perry County. 

 

Strengths: 

 

 Perry County has a relatively limited amount of commercial activity that is generally 

clustered together. Historic towns offer the possibility to walk to multiple destinations, 

reducing the number of car trips. (Strips malls in the county also provide a commercial 

cluster effect, but do not provide the pedestrian linkages to offices, residences, and civic 

institutions as do the older established towns.) 

 There is a relative abundance of fire wood and a general popularity of wood-pellet burning 

heat units. 

 Many southern-facing mountain slopes for facilitating access to active and passive solar 

energy. 

 

Weaknesses: 
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 Perry County lacks any active passenger rail, even though tracks, rights-of-way, and former 

or disused passenger stations exist. This is largely out of the County’s control, but if ever 

revived, would substantially reduce commute times and personal budget expenditures on 

gasoline and diesel fuel.  

 Heating and cooling costs might remain high for those using electric HVAC systems. 

 Large oil and gas transmission lines pass through the County, yet none provide natural gas 

service to our county residents. 

 The percentage of overcast days. 

  

Opportunities: 

 

 Not every family can afford to buy their own house and then heat and cool it adequately. 

Encourage residential development that decreases energy consumption and offers savings by 

advocating for multi-family housing in designated, key growth areas that people can afford to 

purchase and subsequently heat and cool, over the life of the home. 

 Encourage building patterns that extend the existing street grids of towns, allowing greater 

centralization, density, pedestrian connectivity, rather than “leap-frog” forms of development. 

 Increased carpooling. 

 Access to cheaper natural gas for home heating could improve the buying power/ economic 

standing of many individuals. The same could also be said for businesses that could also see 

improved profit margins as their overhead heating expenses are reduced. 

 

Threats: 

 

 Older historic buildings provide a link to the past and contribute to a sense of place. Many of 

these buildings, however, are not adequately upgraded with the latest cost saving technology 

in heating and cooling. 

 The risk of sprawl development is ever present though this might not be within the short term 

horizon, it can be discouraged in place of more sustainable development styles. 

 Natural gas development originating in the Commonwealth is being exported out of Country 

without assisting communities with their wishes to receive use of this resource. 

 Continued decisions to develop north-facing mountain slope properties. 

 

ENERGY CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

1. Encourage mixed use allowances in areas with community facilities and services, as well 

as areas identified for future growth and development. 

 

2. Developers of new construction should take into account access to the sun’s rays 

southern exposure and solar energy utilization. 

 

3. Contractors should encourage their clientele to utilize energy efficient building materials, 

temperature regulating systems and appliances.  

 

4. Efforts should be made to encourage proprietors of gas stations within the County to 

provide alternative fuel sources for the public. (Bio diesel, electric charging stations, 

LPG, etc.) 
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5. Increase the public’s awareness of steps they can take to improve the energy efficiency of 

their homes. For ideas visit the American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy 

http://www.aceee.org/consumer 

 

For more information regarding what individuals, businesses, and municipalities can do 

to conserve energy see the Keystone Energy Efficiency Alliance website. There are many 

energy conservation tips that can be employed from the individual to the institution. 

http://www.energywisepa.org/how-to-save 

 

PA State initiatives: 

http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/index.cfm?re=0&ee=0&spv=0&st=0&srp=1&state=P

A 

 

PA Governor’s Green Government Council: 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/governor%27s_green_governm

ent_council/13828 

 

Federal Initiatives: http://www.dsireusa.org/incentives/index.cfm?State=US&ee=0&re=0 
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