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GROWING A GREEN PIRAEUS
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We are the Grassroot Movement of Piraeus, who try to 
transform Piraeus into a greener environment. With small 
changes we started to change the urban fabric, in a way, 
that we find more attractive and productive. The movement 
is a group of greek women and two ETH students from Zu-
rich, Switzerland. We all work free of charge with the aim, 
to educate children and adults about recycling, the value 
of composting and growing own food. This should help to 
reduce the littering - problem all around Piraeus, and leads 
to  a more independent city. 

WHAT WE AIM FOR          Education  implies change. We aim to create more 
knowledge of the physical and economical benefits of 
having a green city. Seeing Barcelona as a good examp-
le, of how a city can use a financial crisis, to restructure 
the mentality of the city community. With very simple 
adjustments Barcelona  achieved, in a peaceful way, a 
strong community by creating communal composts, 
gardens, and later on garden coffees. We know, this is 
also possible in Piraeus.
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Mapping abandoned and locked parkes in parts of Piraeus, 
we found many places, where more public life can hap-
pen. Often parks are fenced, or locked with gates. These 
are empty green spots in the urban landscape, that should 
generate a productive output. These areas are distributed 
all around Piraeus, and could become a park network in 
the urban fabric.

Small parks can be meeting spots for a neighbourhood. 
A green oasis attracts local people, to sit in the shade of 
plants, and talk to each other. The aim is, to create small 
public gardens in poorly used parks. Creating productive 
gardens on a small scale can create an interest to participa-
te, and the  neighbourhood becomes ever more personal.
In a bigger picture, these interactions strengthen friends-
hips and alliances between the local community, which 
leads to a stronger network all around Piraeus. 

The gardens produce edible vegetables and fruits, which 
are looked after by the neighbourhood. Taking again Barce-
lona as an example, a next step is, to open small vegetables 
and fruit shops. These shops sell local produce food. It is 
a way, to not transport simple foods, like tomatoes, miles 
around the country. In addition to the local production, the 
transport costs fall away and the food gets ever more af-
fordable. 
This idealistic approach will take time to develop, but look-
ing to Barcelona, we can this vision already applied in wor-
king class communities. 

THE PRODUCTIVE PARK
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Abandoned Public Space In the city of Piraeus there is a common lack of green pub-
lic space. Additionally, the parks that do exist are either not 
looked after, have restricted access or are not accessible at 
all to the greater public. The full potential of these green 
spaces is not being properly tapped. The parks need to be 
opened up for the community with a better accessibility.

Through allowing the locals to replant parts of aban-
doned parks and spots in the city, a communal responsi-
bility for these places would evolve and the community 
itself would maintain the appearance and use of those 
parks. 
In a community garden, community improvement, physi-
cal or mental well-being, and land conservation can be im-
proved. Productive Plants are being planted by the locals 
and harvested by the locals. By implementing principles 
of permaculture, the gardens even can be used with less 
maintenance.

Most of these abandoned and unused parks are embed-
ded in the cities structure. Theses spaces have a huge 
potential for being transformed into a meeting point 
and gathering point for the neighbourhood. With regu-
lar events, like weekly food markets, small concerts or art 
exhibitions, these spaces will be activated really quickly. 
The neighourhood around it will develop its own dyna-
mic and once again social responsibility for this place will 
evolve.

Figure 2     Urban gardenening in abandoned parks
Figure 3     Abandoned Parks in the area of the Votsalakia Beach

Community Garde-
ning

Neighbourhood Centre



98

Lack of Identity Piraeus is a city on its own. But many tourists only see 
the city, as the port of Athens. This can create a lack for 
an own identity feeling in Piraeus. Due to, the tourists 
just pass through Piraeus, with out staying in the city. In 
addition, most of the inhabitants own a second house 
on another island, with the mentality to earn money in 
Athens or Piraeus and later move to their second homes. 
The people are therefore very much detached from Pi-
raeus. This mentality can be changed through the Gras-
sroot Movement. By creating new dynamics for the city, 
we aim to create more benefits for local communities.
The changes can also become a catalist for more touri-
stic activities.

A community fridge serves a lot of different needs. First 
of all it helps reducing the food waste that the people 
and the local cafes and restaurants are producing. Se-
cond of all it is for free and therefore accessible for ever-
yone. Lastly, the people who have too much harvest 
from their own gardens, can put them into those fridges, 
and others can make a use of them.

50 percent of todays waste production in Piraeus consists 
of organic waste materials. Through natural composting 
processes the amount of waste being collected and 
burnt could be easily reduced, and the money invested 
in this service could be saved and used in other sectors. 
For each building a bin for communal composting could 
be installed, either on the roof, garden or a park nearby. 
The result of the composting can be used as nutritious 
soil for the community gardens again.

Figure 4     Communal Composting in abandoned Parks
Figure 5     Construction of a Composting Bin

Community Fridges

Composting
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Climate Change In the Report of the IPCC 2018 it is said that: “Global war-
ming is likely to reach 1.5°C between 2030 and 2052 if it 
continues to increase at the current rate”2 If there is no 
action in the cities environment the mean temperature 
will rise in the future to an unbearable number. The ci-
ties climate would suffer a lot from it. By turning Piraeus 
into a greener city it contributes to reducing the human 
made CO2 emissions and at the same time cools down 
the cities climate. By reducing traffic and waste produc-
tion the city could take up a leader role in reacting to 
climate change. There are many different ideas to trans-
form the city of Piraeus. Many of them have already been 
explained in this Booklet, two important ideas will be 
explained further.

In 2018 the European Comission commission EU-wide 
rules on the use of single-use plastic products. Certain 
products were banned immediately like ballon sticks, 
cutlery plates and straws, for other products the Europe-
an commission decided to make the general public awa-
re of the damage its causing and to start cleanup efforts.  
To reduce the use of plastic bags in shops there is an easy 
and sustainable solution. The use of textile shopping 
bags replaces the use of plastic bags and can even be 
used several times. These bags could be produced  and 
sold at the markets.

The Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Centre (SNF-
CC) designed by Renzo Piano is an already existing ex-
ample of a green Roof in the area of Athens. The concept 
of a green roof is therefore nothing new for the Piraean 
citizens. The benefits of green roofs in a densely built city 
are plenty. Air pollution gets filtered through the vege-
tation, the cities climate is getting cooled down, they 
serve as a rainwater buffer and they even regulate the in-
door temperature and therefore save energy for cooling. 
Green Roofs do not always have to be as big and well 
planned as the SNFCC. Plants with big leaves or raised 
beds already do their job and can be implemented very 
easily.

Figure 6     Vision of Green Roofs in the City
Figure 7     Section of a Green Roof Construcion

Sustainable Shopping 
Bags

Green Roofs
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The Vulnerable City

Bank of Time

Food Autonomy

Bank of Seeds

Greece is still suffering from the financial crisis and the 
great recession. The COVID-19 crisis is adding to this 
pressure. With a greater financial diversity, solidarity bet-
ween neighbours and concrete ways of food self-suffi-
ciency, a city gets more planning-time for resolving the 
problems and gets less vulnerable. 

The idea of the Bank of time uses services of neighbours 
and locals in exchange to another service. The idea is to 
build a local network where the person that is offering the 
hour, does not have to be paid back from the same person 
he or she is offering to.

The Bank of Seeds should also be able to work without 
money. People can lend some seeds according to their 
needs and availability, with the commitment, that when 
they harvest their own seeds, they must give back what 
they took, or exchange it by another seed. There could 
be a restriction to this kind of bank for people with a 
membership card only. Like this it would not get out of 
control and there is an overview of the people that are 
using the banks.

If a city can provide itself with food the population, en-
vironment and even economics can profit from it. People 
can grow their food on their roofs and even contribute 
on cooling the city climate, or participate in a communi-
ty garden on an abandoned park. The options are plen-
ty. With a regularly hosted food market and the bank of 
seeds system, the citizens can distribute their harves-
tings under each other. 

Figure 8    The Building as a System
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In this booklet we describe our aims, and visions for Pi-
raeus. Some are easier to realize, or are allready in pro-
gress. Others are still more idalistic and need some time to 
develope. With the creation of the Grassroot Movement 
in Piraeus we did the first step, to achieve our goal of a 
greener city. With some help of the local municipality the 
activation of small project will be more effective.
The Grassroot Movement is working on finding a house, 
and head quarter for an education centre about gardening 
in an urban environment. Right now we are standing at the 
beginning of a movement. It is still small and developing. 
But more people start to be interested in the activities of 
the movement. People, that allready have a green roof 
reach out to the movement, and help develope realistic 
projects.

                  NEXT STEPS
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