
Supporting Question Why did the relationship between Wampanoag and the Puritans 
worsen? 

Formative Performance Task ● Read a historical background and answer questions relating to 
the topic.   

● Read several sources relating to the topic and categorize them 
on a graphic organizer

Conceptual Understanding 7.2b - Different European groups had varied interactions and 
relationships with the Native American societies they encountered. 
Native American societies suffered from loss of life due to disease and 
conflict and loss of land due to encroachment of European settlers and 
differing conceptions of property and land ownership.

Content Specifications 7.2b.2 - Students will investigate other Native American societies 
found in their locality and their interactions with European groups.
7.2b.3 - Students will examine the major reasons why Native American 
societies declined in population and lost land to the Europeans.

Sources Teacher Sources:

● William Bradford, Of Plymouth Plantation, ed. Frances Murphy 
(New York: Random House, 1981)

● Colin Calloway, After King Philip’s War: Presence and Persistence 
in Indian New England (Hanover: University Press of New 
England) 

CLASSROOM Version: 

● Google Slides link to Task Cards and Historical Background 
● Google Slides link to Presentations 

DIGITAL Version:

● Google Slides link to Part 1 - Digital Version - Background 
Reading

● Google Slides link to Part 2 - Digital Version - Primary Sources

Social Studies Practices Gathering and Interpreting Evidence

Interactive document analysis - great for students in grades 6-8. 
Students analyze how the relationship

Between the Wampanoag and 
the English deteriorated.  

These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and 
add your own. This lesson also aligns with the C3 framework. 

The English and the Wampanoag



● I like to assign the historical background as homework, 
however, it could also be read by partners during class. If 
read during class, I have students rotate partners for 
each question. If read for homework, I go over each 
question with students through the presentation. (15-25 
mins depending on choice).

● Divide the students into 6 groups, and have them turn 
their packets to the graphic organizer. Hand out the task 
cards, and have them analyze the task cards in groups. 
(15 min.)

● Call together class, and have them review each task card 
as a class unit. Add each piece of information to the 
graphic organizer on the board as students review. (10 
min.)

● Assign exit ticket for homework. 

Class Procedure...

This lesson 
may last 1 or 2 
days depending 
on how you 
decide to 
implement the 
procedure. 

● Print and laminate task cards.  I like to have two-three copies available for students 
depending on class size. 

● Print and copy pages 1-3 and 8-9 in a packet for students. If using, make sure the 
exit ticket is a separate page so it can be turned in. 

● Review the information included on each task card. 

Before Class...

Interactive document analysis - great for students in grades 6-8. 
Students analyze how the relationship

Between the Wampanoag and 
the English deteriorated.  The English and the Wampanoag

Digital Version...
● Assign digital slides through Google 

Classroom (or other online learning platform). 
I like to assign the first part - the text 
questions - for homework the day before. You 
could also divide this lesson into two class 
periods if you would prefer. Part one has the 
background reading, and part 2 has the 
primary sources. I removed two of the exit 
ticket questions (since students will be looking 
at all of the lessons), and added the results of 
the war to the lesson itself. 



The Wampanoag Indians were located very close to the new 
Pilgrim settlement. In fact, the Pilgrims were actually on top of 
Wampanoag land. The Wampanoags were a Confederation (or 
group) of a dozen Indian tribes from the surrounding areas. They 
welcomed the new settlers and were peaceful. They were led by a 
leader (or sachem) named Massasoit. 

With the smallpox epidemic, however, the Wampanoag were 
struggling. Though they had been weakened, their enemies, the 
Narragansett, had not. Massasoit knew that he needed to develop a 
friendly relationship with the Pilgrims. If he could make them his 
ally, he would have a group to potentially fight with him against the 
Narragansett. 

4. What was Massasoit’s strategy 
in dealing with the Pilgrims? 

5. What was the relationship like 
between the Wampanoag and the 
English in the early years?

Massasoit had two Native Americans within his area who could 
speak English. The first, Samoset, had learned a bit of English 
through the years as he met with English traders. The second 
Indian was even more skilled with the English language. 
Tisquantum, also known as Squanto, had actually been 
kidnapped from New England, and sold into slavery 6 years 
earlier. He was later freed, and learned the English language 
during the years he spent in England and Spain. 

When Squanto returned to Plymouth after being freed, he found 
that his entire tribe (Pawtuxet) had been destroyed by a smallpox 
epidemic. 

A few days after the first contact between the Pilgrims and the 
Wampanoag, Massasoit sent Squanto, Samoset, and other Native 
warriors met with the English for formal treaty talks. Both sides 
agreed not to attack each other, and that if one was attacked by 
another native tribe, the other group would assist with defense. 
Both were pleased with the agreement and hoped it would last 
for years to come. 

Name ___________________________    
Social Studies       

6. Make sure you’re clear about all these names. Match the name to the correct definition. 

___ a. William Bradford

___ b. Wampanoag

___ c. Squanto

___ d. Pilgrims

___ e. Massasoit

___ f. Narragansett

___ g. The English

___ h. Pawtuxet

___ i. Samoset

1. Native American who had been kidnapped and lived in England

2. First group of English settlers in New England

3. Native American leader of the Wampanoag

4. Native American who knew a little English through trade 

5. Native American tribe that lived along the edge of Massachusetts

6. Native American tribe - sometimes enemy of the Wampanoag

7. Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony

8. Former Native American village that had been destroyed by smallpox. 

9. More general term for Europeans who colonized the Massachusetts 

area


