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President’s report 

Committee nomination form 

Wanted: Class leaders for Australian 

History and Birdwatching 

Applications for 2021 classes-         

urgent reminder 

Australian History class report 

Photography group report  

Contact information 

    and more... 

Space Snail by Sue Murphy from the photography group, in 

response to the monthly theme of ‘Abstract’. 

Annual General Meeting 

Friday 20th November,10am 

Zoom meeting conducted online  

If you do not intend to login to the Zoom meeting could you PLEASE provide a proxy.           

This is important to ensure that we achieve a quorum for the AGM.   

There will be an online option to lodge the proxy as well as email and physical options. 

mailto:u3acastlmainnews@gmail.com
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From the President 

As September ends, the restrictions in response to the current pandemic are once 

again relaxing – slowly. For now we have the opportunity once again to have outdoor 

classes and Phil and Keith are right on to this. Further relaxation is expected after this  

report is written and before it is published. 

Last month I foreshadowed a proposal regarding membership fees for next year. A discussion was    

circulated suggesting a fee of $20, with expenditure for 2021 relying largely on our reserves. The       

response (as always) was thoughtful and interesting. A clear majority of responses said that the       

proposed fee of $20 was too low and there was a significant feeling from these respondents that we 

should retain the existing surplus. A significant number of responses approved of the proposal of a $20 

fee. No one suggested that $20 was too high. The committee meets in early October to finalise a   

proposal to go the Annual General Meeting regarding the fee. 

Also relevant to the fee issue is that the financial outcome for the year is better than expected. With-

out wishing to entirely steal the treasurer’s thunder, the expected loss for the year – which was to be 

the result of a small investment in the Manse – has with careful cost control by the committee and in 

particular the treasurer become a very small surplus. This is a fine outcome in a difficult year.  

The AGM will be unusual. Due to restrictions, it will be a ‘Zoom’ meeting – conducted online. This 

won’t suit everyone and I apologise for this. The AGM is usually a social occasion, with an element of 

celebrating the year of activities. That won’t be possible this year. As a result, the meeting will be 

largely a formal compliance event – unless some controversy arises. If it is uncontroversial, many 

members may be well suited by completing and delivering a proxy and ‘attending’ in this simple doc-

umentary way. If you are not intending to log in to the meeting online, I ask you to please provide a 

proxy. We need to ensure that we get a quorum so that the meeting is valid. We will make it easy to 

lodge a proxy by providing an online option, as an alternative to email or physical delivery of the 

proxy form.  

Finally, an online meeting means that we need to ask for any nominations for the committee much 

earlier than usual. The nomination form is included in this newsletter and can be completed at any 

time prior to the deadline. Although the timing for the meeting is not yet final, we need to have any 

nomination delivered by 2 November 2020. For information (and by no means intended to discour-

age competition for roles) we have current committee members indicating interest in the office bear-

er roles of President (myself), Vice President (Terry Murphy), Treasurer (Ann Roman) and Secretary 

(Janet Cropley). We are always delighted to see fresh faces offering assistance and there are various 

other roles needing support. If you wish, you should feel free to contact me (or I’m sure any commit-

tee member) to discuss the possibilities. 

               Trevor Lloyd 
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This nomination form will be downloadable via a link in the electronic Notice of Meeting that will be 

sent to you and in hardcopy for our non-email members. This newsletter version is provided for your 

convenience and is not the only means of distribution.  

Completed forms should reach the Secretary by 5.00pm, 2nd November 2020. 
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WANTED—Class Leaders for Australian History and Birdwatching 

 

The class leaders for these two popular classes, Barb Bunton (Aust History) and Rosemary & Peter Turner 

(Birdwatching) have indicated that after leading these classes for a few years, it is time for them to   

retire from their roles and to give someone else a go. 

The Australian History class has been running every year since the 

inception of the Castlemaine U3A, and it would be a pity to see it 

fold. It does not require the class leader to be an expert, but to     

certainly have an interest in our country’s history. His/her role would 

be to facilitate the class program and  organise members, in turn, to 

provide a presentation to the class on a  topic of their choosing.   

Enjoyable class discussions inevitably  follow the presentations. 

With regard to Birdwatching, this was introduced to our U3A by Rosemary & Peter and has always been 

very popular for the four years it has been running. Anyone interested 

could look at the News/Birdwatching pages on our website, and would be 

welcome to contact them. 

If you feel you may be interested in leading either of these classes,        

contact the Courses Coordinator, Keith Neaves on 0477 428 435 or email: 

u3acm.courses@gmail.com. 

 

Circa 2019, BC (Before Coronavirus) 

      Applications to deliver a class next year are overdue 

Applications will still be received and classes delivered, but they will not get 

into the 2021 Course Prospectus if they arrive after the  prospectus has 

been completed.                                                                                                                

     Thanks, Keith Neaves, Courses Coordinator  

mailto:u3acm.courses@gmail.com
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Australian History Group 

 

A recent presentation emailed to class members about Australian prime ministers, included a very old 

article taken from ‘Queensland Newspapers’ about Alfred Deakin, the ‘PM with a Secret’. 

During his three terms as Prime Minister, Deakin boosted his income with an unusual, 

quite secret sideline. He worked as a freelance journalist, writing about Australian politics 

as anonymous Australian correspondent for the London Morning Post. 

Not so surprisingly, Deakin the correspondent often made approving comments about 

the performance of Deakin the Prime Minister. But not always. He was sometimes critical, 

sometimes apparently puzzled. He once wrote of Deakin the politician, “To some his 

course of conduct is thought to be taken always on the line of least resistance, while to others he is a 

bookish theorist recklessly pursuing impossible dreams.” 

Very few people knew of his double life… only the editors and publishers of the paper, members of his 

own family, and handful of friends and a taxation official. 

He seemed to delight in the mystery of it all. “The situation is fit for fiction, rather than real life,” he 

wrote to a close friend on the Morning Post, “and that is one of its attractions though its responsibilities 

are hazardous to the extreme.” 

Hazardous they were. The knowledge that the Prime Minister was writing as a newspaperman,          

appraising his own performance and that of his contemporaries, would certainly have given great 

ammunition to his political rivals. One explanation  for this bizarre episode is that Deakin needed     

money. When he became Prime Minister, he had no real savings. 

 

The second  presentation was ‘The Fitzgeralds of Castlemaine’ written some time ago by 

Brian Poidevin.  Bits from his presentation are below. 

Originally from Ireland, Edward Fitzgerald settled in winters Flat in 1854 and after having 

no luck with gold, started a successful legal practice where amongst other things he   

defended sly grog sellers. He married and built a substantial house in Castlemaine in 

Mostyn Street, which later became a private hospital and is currently a medical clinic. 

Edward started a brewery in Winters Flat and an additional law practice in Melbourne, 

continuing to practise law for the rest of his life. 

Nicholas Fitzgerald arrived in Castlemaine in 1859 joining Edward in the brewery and the law practice. 

He became a successful mining investor and was elected to the Legislative Council serving a very 

lengthy term of 44 years until his death. He built the large house on the hill at the top of Ray Street. 

Fitzgeralds Brewery started in South Melbourne in 1875. Perkins 

Brewery a small brewery in Castlemaine went to Toowoomba, 

Queensland  and became Castlemaine Brewery marketing 

Castlemaine XXXX beer. Later, the Fitzgeralds  took over      

Perkins and so became the owner of Castlemaine XXXX. 

The South Melbourne brewery was taken over by Carlton and 

United Breweries with Nicholas as a director. 

Both brothers played a leading role in the building of St Marys 

Church in Castlemaine with Nicholas also active in the building 

of St Patricks and received a Papal Knight of St Gregory.                
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For August, the group members were 

challenged with the ‘Abstract’ 

theme.  The challenge was not just     

composing and producing a good photo 

on that theme, but also choosing from the 

many and varied submissions.            

The votes chose Mich Evans colourful 

‘Psychedelic Bubbles' as the best,          

followed closely by Sue Murphy’s ‘Space 

Snail’ featured on the front page.  

 It was a dead heat for the remaining 4 photos - 

Mike Forsyth’s ‘Metal Structure’, Heather Spicer’s 

‘Wheel Thing’, Janet Waldie’s ‘Slate’ and more 

bubbles from Mich Evans.  The Group uses the 

monthly themes as motivation during the Lock-

down while the Facebook page is used for more 

casual interaction. 

    Class Leader, Jill Williams 

More from the photography group 
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An oldie but a goodie, this has done the rounds 

for some years. These are real excuses about 

car accidents made for insurance claims.  

I pulled away from the side of the road, 

glanced at my mother-in-law, and headed 

over the embankment.  

I thought my window was down but I found it 

was up when I put my head through it.  

The other car collided with mine without giving 

me warning of its intention. 

To avoid hitting the bumper of the car in front I 

struck a pedestrian.  

I was sure the old fellow would never make it to 

the other side of the road when I struck him. 

Going to work at 7:00 this morning I drove out of 

my driveway straight into a bus. The bus was 5 

minutes early.  

My car was legally parked as it backed into an-

other vehicle.  

A lamp-post bumped into my car, damaging it 

in two places.  

A pedestrian hit me and went under my car. 

I was thrown from the car as it left the road. I 

was later found in a ditch by some stray cows.  

 

A very old (1932) movie from the National Archives about the building and 

opening of the Sydney Harbour  bridge. 

http://www.youtube.com/embed/Jy5cZ-IO0Eg?feature=player_detailpage  

To make you smile… 

The moment you walk into a spider web       

suddenly turns you into a karate master. 

I ran for the first time in years yesterday, and I 

ran like the  winded. 

I finally got eight hours sleep. It took me three 

nights, but whatever. 

When you do squats, are your knees supposed 

to sound like a paper bag stuffed with celery?  

When someone asks what I did over the week-

end, I squint and say, ’Why, what did you 

hear?’  

Interactive Monthly Bookclub 

Created by the Bendigo Writers Festival, readers 

are invited to listen to a conversation with an     

author about a recent publication, with live chat 

available throughout the session. 

The inaugural Bendigo Bookclub live stream is on 

Wednesday October 7th to talk about Kate     

Mildenhalls’s The Mother Fault. 

Registration is free at : 

bendigoregion.com.au/arts-culture-theatres/ 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FJy5cZ-IO0Eg%3Ffeature%3Dplayer_detailpage&data=02%7C01%7C%7C85eb71b093244de5dd2b08d83e6bc29e%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637327979830166065&sdata=l%2FQ
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Committee of Management     

President  Trevor Lloyd   0419 303 709  u3acm.pres@gmail.com 

Vice President  Vacant 

Secretary  Terry Murphy   0425 712 362  u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Ann Roman   5472 5262  u3acm.treas@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President  Phil Fletcher   0409 750 947  wombat.fletch@gmail.com  

Courses Coordinator   Keith Neaves   0477 428 435  u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator   Phil Hopley   0425 768 559  u3acmvenues17@gmail.com  

ICTWG/MyU3A  Coord.   Jo Thompson   0457 388 344  u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com 

Member Services Coord.   Janet Cropley       0419 539 142  janetc@ozemail.com.au 

Newsletter Editor   Monique Thomson  5474 2290  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

General Positions 

Events Coordinator    Joe Scoglio   5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 

Office Coordinator    Liz Sharplin   0403 398 764  u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer    Lou Citroen   0411 715 139  u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com 

Membership Officer    Tami McVicar   0400 606 856  u3acm.members@gmail.com 

Website Submissions   Des Buckmaster  0433 311 965  u3acm.wrt@gmail.com 

IT Support     David Sime   0418 242 977  u3acm.it@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes   Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  bunwilbar@gmail.com 

Cake/Roster/Raffle    Deb Wiglesworth  5474 2325  dwigles.dw@gmail.com  

MyU3A Support/Help   Anet McDonald  5470 6497  myu3ahelp@gmail.com 

Courses Coordination Working Group, u3acm.courses@gmail.com;  

Finance Working Group, u3acm.treas@gmail.com;  

Events Working Group, u3a.events@gmail.com;  

Information & Communication Technologies Working Group (ICTWG), u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com  

 

U3A Castlemaine website: www.u3acastlemaine.com                                                                 

   
Newsletter Deadline: Monday 26th October u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 
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