Worship Resources
4 December 2022
Second Sunday of Advent (Hope)
Romans 15:4-13
Filled with Hope

Additional Scriptures
Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalms 72:1-7, 18-19; Matthew 3:1-12; 
 Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a-b; 165:2d-e

Preparation
Books for Storytime that can be purchased or checked out of a library are suggested below. 
Display an Advent wreath with candles.
Use the same Narrator for The Christmas Play throughout Advent and Christmas.

Prelude

Gathering Scripture: Romans 15: 7, 9b-11

Welcome and Sharing of Community Joys and Concerns

Gathering Hymn    Choose one.
"God Almighty, We Are Waiting”	CCS 397
OR “Hope of the World” 	CCS 29
OR “Of the Father’s Love Begotten”	 CCS 27

Invocation

Scripture Exploration
Based on Romans 15:4-13.

Song of Hope
“Kanisa Litajengwa/Oh, Who Will Build the Church Now?”	CCS 338
Ask a leader to teach the Swahili; add percussion and hand claps. OR Sing and clap along with the vocal recording found on Community of Christ Sings Audio Recordings.

Prayer for Peace
Light the Peace Candle.
Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 163:3a-b



Hymn of Peace
“Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 	CCS 407
Or “Lord of All Hopefulness” 	CCS 193

Prayer
Breathe,
Breathe on us O God
Breathe your Holy Spirit on your people in all nations
Flame into us your breath of peace within our souls
Stir within us your love of compassion 
Rock us with gentleness of understanding for faces known and unknown
Call us forth with renewed vigor for peace 
New insights of your world where we capture your vision of peace for all nations.
Advent is here O God,
We wait in Hope
We wait …
We wait to sense again the Spirit of Hope in the birth of the Christ child
The Hope that shines brightly for all people
The Hope that offers peace to restless hearts 
The Hope that stills our weary minds
The Hope that comes wrapped in love
The Hope that offers joy overflowing
God, our Hope lies in you, the lover of our soul.
Amen.
                                                             —Helen Taylor, Taree, New South Wales, Australia

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Storytime
Books are just suggestions: local libraries often have many options. Focus on “Hope” as the subject of the story you choose. 
For an Advent focus, divide the storybook “The Tale of Three Trees” by Angela Elwell Hunt, into 5 parts, one for each Sunday of Advent and then Christmas Day. ISBN 0745917437. Second Sunday focus: each woodcutter choosing a tree. Summarize the first part for those not in attendance earlier before continuing with today’s part.

OR “The Tomorrow Book” by Jackie French. A young prince is determined to rule over a country where the future is filled with environmental hope - and practical solutions, such as common usage of solar and wind power. Lively, fun, and positive, this book serves to give young people information about their world and shows them that a lot of environmental solutions are simple and relatively easy to put in place. 

OR “Windows” by Patrick Guest. Windows shows how five kids from different parts of the world connect and draw strength from their communities from behind the safety of their own windows during the Coronavirus pandemic.

OR visit your local library. 

Advent Candles
“Hope Is a Light”    stanzas 2 and 1	    CCS 398
Light the Advent Candles while singing stanzas 1 and 2. During the first stanza light the candle of peace (from last week), during the second stanza light the candle of hope.

Statement
Advent is a season in the Christian calendar that marks the four Sundays before Christmas. In Latin, Advent means ‘coming’ and it is a time to prepare and remember the real meaning of Christmas, the coming of Jesus into the world. 

Today we light the candle of hope. 

Hope is a light to show the way. It challenges us to find pathways in the wilderness and light in the darkness. Hope is constantly calling us forward to create a better tomorrow. That with steadfastness and encouragement we might live in harmony with one another, so together, with one voice, we might glorify God, the father of the one who is our hope, Jesus Christ. 

Hymn of Advent Hope
“All Earth is Hopeful” 	CCS 392/393 
Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.
OR “like a child” 	CCS 403

A Christmas Play —Part 2 	see script below

Disciples’ Generous Response
The first Sunday of the month focuses the Disciples’ Generous Response on Abolish Poverty, End Suffering, which includes Oblation ministry.

Scripture Reading: Doctrine and Covenants 165:2d-e
	
Statement
During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

Share a brief example of oblation offerings blessing others. 

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Communion Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 

Communion Message
Based on the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.

Communion Hymn
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”    stanzas 1, 2, and 3	CCS 405
OR “In These Moments We Remember” 	CCS 515

Invitation to Communion 
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.

Blessing and Serving of the Bread and Wine

For guidelines on the Lord’s Supper, including online participation, see www.OurMinistryTools.org 

Sending Forth Hymn
“Once in Royal David’s City” 	CCS 429
Or “When the Present Holds No Promise”	 CCS 430
Or “May the God of Hope” 	CCS 652 
    Encourage participants to sing in a language other than their own.

Sending Forth Scripture 
Romans 15:13 

Postlude




A Christmas Play —Part 2

Directions 
Assign all characters and props before the Narrator starts the script.  
Have a manger set up upstage and a baby Jesus behind the manger, out of site. 
The narrator needs to read all the text and ad lib, prompting the actors to copy the words or follow the directions. 
Feel free to repeat lines for emphasis. 
The Narrator may need to give additional directions depending on engagement of the participants. For example, if Mary doesn’t look scared, “Come on Mary, you need to look a little more scared then that.” 
 
Characters  
*Narrator-recruited ahead of time to prepare; does all the reading and a lot of the stage directing  
*Mary-no lines; recruited on the spur of the moment
*Joseph-no lines; recruited on the spur of the moment
*Homeowner/Innkeeper-no lines; recruited on the spur of the moment
Props 
*Something to symbolize each character e.g., head scarf for Mary, tunic for Joseph, apron for the homeowner. 
*Baby Jesus
*Manger

Scene 3
Narrator: Now, where did we leave off last week?? Oh yeah, with two of the world’s favorite characters. Mary and Joseph hearing from an Angel about God’s plan for them, a baby that was to be named Jesus. I think that essentially catches us all up. Which brings us to Scene 3 with Mary and Joseph. So, we need both our Mary and Joseph please. 
Mary and Joseph enter from the back.

Narrator: Scene 3 opens with Mary and Joseph having to walk a long way. They are making the long trip to Bethlehem from Nazareth. 
To Mary and Joseph	 Walk around, pretend you are on a long journey, 
maybe a little hot, sweaty, and tired. 
This trip was all because the current Emperor wanted to be able to collect more tax and to do so he needed to know exactly how many people were from the area. So, everyone needed to return to their homeland to be counted. This is why Joseph and Mary were taking such a big trip when they were expecting a child, when it would have been much easier to just stay put with a heavily pregnant person. But that was not to be the case. They had been traveling for a long time, and when they finally did get to Bethlehem there was no space left in the guest houses.

Homeowner/Innkeeper, come on down. It is your time to shine.

Enter Homeowner/Innkeeper

Narrator: The owner of our establishment was very apologetic saying, “I’m very sorry. The guest rooms are already full.” Joseph wearily explains that Mary probably couldn’t have made it up the stairs anyway. Her time for delivery was nearing. So, instead the Homeowner/Innkeeper welcomes the travelers into the downstairs section, apologizing that it might be a little too close to the animals, but at least it is clean and dry. Once you have welcomed them inside and settled them over near the manger, Homeowner/Innkeeper, you are welcome to return to your seat.

Homeowner/Innkeeper exits

When the time came for Mary to deliver her child, she gave birth to her firstborn son, wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger. 

To Mary, fake whisper	 There is a baby behind the manger. That’s it. 

That is all there is in the bestselling book about the actual birth of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. Two sentences. In the one hundred and two verses that relate to the birth of Christ, the very reason for this whole celebration and season, there is only one verse that covers the actual birth. Two sentences. “While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger.” And even then, the second half of that sentence was more about what he was wearing than the birth. It is very much the Hollywood movie version, one minute she goes into labor, the next she is holding her beautifully wrapped, clean, smiling baby. 

But that is where we leave it this week. Stay tuned for all the visitors who come to see the baby.



Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Romans 15:4–13 
Exploring the Scriptures 
The Apostle Paul expresses two themes in this passage: hope and harmony, two concepts well-connected with the Advent season. This passage has two parts: verses 4–6 and verses 7–13. Each part quotes from the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) and ends with a prayer statement. In verses 5–6, Paul prays for harmony through Christ in glorifying God. In verse 13, Paul prays for joy and peace through believing that leads to hope through the blessings of the Holy Spirit.  
For understanding, it is essential to read 15:1–3, where Paul encourages acceptance of one another. In verse 3, Paul quotes from Psalm 69:9b, which points to verse 4 in today’s passage. In verse 4, Paul talks about how the scriptures “were written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.” Doctrine and Covenants 164:6c upholds a similar idea: “Faced with difficult questions, many properly turn to scripture to find insight and inspiration. Search the scriptures for the Living Word that brings life, healing, and hope to all. Embrace and proclaim these liberating truths.” The scriptures are a source of instruction, insight, and inspiration that encourages hopefulness as we receive and share the Good News with others.  
Paul proclaims God’s love is for both the Jews and Gentiles. He encourages acceptance and hospitality between these two historically separated groups. The quotations in verses 9–12 come from each of the three sections of the Hebrew Bible:  the Torah, the Prophets, and the Writings. Scholars believe Paul quoted from all three parts to stress that God’s plan from the beginning was to love all people, not just Israel, and to have harmony on the Earth.  
Paul’s interpretation of the Hebrew Bible pointed to the Messiah’s message and mission to save Israel. Thus, Jews could trust God because Jesus, who was born in a manger and grew to serve as the peaceful One, fulfilled these scriptures. In turn, Jews should welcome the Gentiles into God’s love and mercy. 
Today’s passage begins and ends on hope. Paul’s understanding of hope is not blind or unrealistic. Paul expresses hope grounded in understanding the scriptures, received from God, and transforming us for the future. As we witness the promises of scripture fulfilled in the world, we grow in faith and trust in God. We understand God as our source of hope because we trust in God’s vision of shalom for the world. We experience God’s vision in glimpses and expectantly hope for what is still to come.  
Through the Holy Spirit, we are hopeful about what God is doing in the world and how we are invited to respond. Receiving and sharing the hope that comes from God helps us endure and persevere whatever we might experience in the world. We may hope that we avoid trials and tribulations but more importantly, we trust that God’s purposes will prevail. We live in the hope of what can be even when there are challenges at the moment.    
Hope in the future leads us to work towards harmony as part of our response. When we look around and see the actions of hate, prejudice, exclusion, and other injustices, Paul’s encouragement of acceptance of and harmony with one another as God’s yearning speaks to our hearts. We are motivated to work towards unity in diversity where we uphold the worth of all people as we hope for and trust in God’s vision of shalom. 

Central Ideas 
	Paul speaks about hope and harmony. 

	Hope comes from God through the Holy Spirit and is strengthened when we see the promises of scripture fulfilled. 

	One such fulfilled scripture promise is the birth of Jesus. 

	Harmony occurs through accepting others and extending God’s love and mercy to all in response to what God first gives us. 

 
Questions for the Speaker 
	How have you experienced hope as a gift of the Holy Spirit?   

	How does hope in God’s vision of shalom provide strength and perseverance when we experience difficult times individually or collectively? 

	How might the concepts of hope and harmony be connected to the Advent season? 

	How does hope motivate people to work individually and collectively towards greater harmony in their congregation and community? 

	What tangible actions can individuals and congregations take to strengthen hope and pursue greater harmony in the congregation and community? 





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters

Second Sunday of Advent

Romans 15:4–13 NRSV

Facilitator: This resource includes an additional spiritual practice in the section “Sharing Around the Table.” You can use it as a second Spiritual formation experience for this Advent lesson or encourage participants to engage in this practice during the week.

Gathering
Welcome
Advent is a season of waiting in expectation for the coming of light into a darkened world in the form of the infant Jesus. Advent is spent anticipating and spiritually preparing for the arrival of the Christ-child. Scriptures, symbols, and hymns help make Advent a time of expectation for Christ’s birth, rather than a frenzy of holiday tasks.
The Advent season begins four Sundays before Christmas and is observed each Sunday until Christmas Day. An Advent wreath with four candles and one Christ candle in the center often is used to observe the weeks of Advent. One candle is lit each week until all are burning brightly on Christmas Day.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Sower of seeds,
You promise to feed your flock like a shepherd, to gather your lambs, to gently lead. In this time of Advent darkness, we sit in hope for the things to come. We gather in community to hear of your promises of peace and redemption. We hope that in the grand design of this time of rest for the Earth that you will bring us to peace. God, open our eyes to the hope you give for the world to be at peace. Help us gather those who feel no hope that they may find new life in you. Bring us all to a place of hope again. From that new sense of hope, allow us to go and proclaim peace, to be peace in our neighborhoods, to act for peace in the world at large. God, we hope for a time of peace again, we hope for the promises of your peace made real through Jesus again, we hope for a deeper connection with you again. Grant us the peace to hope again. Amen.

Spiritual Practice
Take Five
	The Christmas Season that mirrors the Advent season can be full of rushing and lists of things to do. This is true in our spiritual lives, too. We hope that all our spiritual “to-do lists” will bring us comfort, spiritual guidance, and answers. Advent is a time of waiting and anticipating, but the light isn’t birthed right away. All the “to-do” lists can’t bring the birth of the Son of God sooner. We learn to settle into the waiting time. To “take five” at this time of year reminds us to go inward and be patient with waiting on God.
Today we are going to engage in five minutes of centering prayer. Centering prayer involves choosing a word or phrase and repeating it while focusing on breathing in and breathing out.
Select a word to focus on (e.g., peace, blessing, compassion, grace) and keep it in your mind as you breathe in for eight seconds, breathe out for eight seconds. We will repeat for five minutes.
Start the timer for five minutes. At the end of five minutes say Amen.
Ask if participants would like to share the word they chose and what they experienced as they focused on the word during the centering prayer.

Sharing Around the Table
Romans 15:4–13 NRSV
 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
    and sing praises to your name”;
 and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
 and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    and let all the peoples praise him”;
 and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
    the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our journey into darkness with the promise of light continues this second week of Advent. We have a text that highlights the human condition: separation. The first stories of the Hebrew scripture show us that humanity is prone to separation from each other, from the planet, and from God. Paul suggests that God’s desire is for humanity to be in unity with all things.
The division that Paul lifts up as an example is the one between Gentile and Jew. He explains that those division are contrary to the life and meaning of Jesus and that our willingness to overcome the division is the glory of God, who is the pure meaning of unity.  
Paul further explains that it is the pursuit of this fealty toward each other that is the evidence of hope and the gateway to joy, which brings with it peace. This is not theory for Paul, who once had been the epitome of a separatist. His experience with the Living Christ has him saying with the confidence that these divisions can be overcome through the love of God expressed in Christ Jesus, who became a servant of all to the glory of God.

Questions
With whom are you struggling to be united with?
How do the divisions of politics, religion and race impact your life?
How can you welcome another into relationship despite your differences?

Spiritual Practice to Engage in This Week
Bringing into the Light
As we consider the theme of hope, let us again set our light before us. In a darkened room, place a lighted candle on the floor and sit comfortably before it. As you see the circle of light cast on the floor, remember those whom you “brought into the light” last week and have been holding in thought and prayer.
Now imagine, as you gaze at the lighted candle, that it is a point of light you are traveling toward out of the darkness. Think about the feelings you might have when you arrive fully in the light. As you burst into the light, is there a physical reaction to the brightness, the warmth? Will your hope be rewarded with joy? Who will travel with you on the journey toward the light? Who will stand back away from the light in the dimness? Do you think certain issues will melt away by being exposed to the light?
As you finish your practice, pray for those people and issues in your life that would benefit being led in the light. If you are doing this practice as part of a family or group activity, share with each other your experience.

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Advent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God who is faithful, be present with us as we plan our spending. May we use our resources in ways that build healthy, happy relationships with you, others, and Earth. May we remember the teachings of Jesus that challenge us to make lifestyle choices that are counter to our culture of accumulation and excess. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 395 “People, Look East”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children


Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.

Sower of seeds,
You promise to feed your flock like a shepherd, to gather your lambs, to gently lead. In this time of Advent darkness, we sit in hope for the things to come. We gather in community to hear of your promises of peace and redemption. We hope that in the grand design of this time of rest for the Earth that you will bring us to peace. God, open our eyes to the hope you give for the world to be at peace. Help us gather those who feel no hope that they may find new life in you. Bring us all to a place of hope again. From that new sense of hope, allow us to go and proclaim peace, to be peace in our neighborhoods, to act for peace in the world at large. God, we hope for a time of peace again, we hope for the promises of your peace made real through Jesus again, we hope for a deeper connection with you again. Grant us the peace to hope again. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Take Five
	The Christmas Season that mirrors the Advent season can be full of rushing and lists of things to do. This is true in our spiritual lives, too. We hope that all our spiritual “to-do lists” will bring us comfort, spiritual guidance, and answers. Advent is a time of waiting and anticipating, but the light isn’t birthed right away. All the “to-do” lists can’t bring the birth of the Son of God sooner. We learn to settle into the waiting time. To “take five” at this time of year reminds us to go inward and be patient with waiting on God.
Today we are going to engage in five minutes of centering prayer. Centering prayer involves choosing a word or phrase and repeating it while focusing on breathing in and breathing out.
Select a word to focus on (e.g., peace, blessing, compassion, grace) and keep it in your mind as you breathe in for eight seconds, breathe out for eight seconds. We will repeat for five minutes. 
Start the timer for five minutes. At the end of five minutes say Amen.
Ask if participants would like to share the word they chose and what they experienced as they focused on the word during the centering prayer.



Sharing Around the Table
Romans 15:4–13 NRSV
 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles,
    and sing praises to your name”;
 and again he says,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”;
 and again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
    and let all the peoples praise him”;
 and again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse shall come,
    the one who rises to rule the Gentiles;
in him the Gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Our journey into darkness with the promise of light continues this second week of Advent. We have a text that highlights the human condition: separation. The first stories of the Hebrew scripture show us that humanity is prone to separation from each other, from the planet, and from God. Paul suggests that God’s desire is for humanity to be in unity with all things.
The division that Paul lifts up as an example is the one between Gentile and Jew. He explains that those division are contrary to the life and meaning of Jesus and that our willingness to overcome the division is the glory of God, who is the pure meaning of unity.  
Paul further explains that it is the pursuit of this fealty toward each other that is the evidence of hope and the gateway to joy, which brings with it peace. This is not theory for Paul, who once had been the epitome of a separatist. His experience with the Living Christ has him saying with the confidence that these divisions can be overcome through the love of God expressed in Christ Jesus, who became a servant of all to the glory of God.

Questions
With whom are you struggling to be united with?
How do the divisions of politics, religion and race impact your life?
How can you welcome another into relationship despite your differences?
Spiritual Practice to Engage in This Week
Bringing into the Light
As we consider the theme of hope, let us again set our light before us. In a darkened room, place a lighted candle on the floor and sit comfortably before it. As you see the circle of light cast on the floor, remember those whom you “brought into the light” last week and have been holding in thought and prayer.
Now imagine, as you gaze at the lighted candle, that it is a point of light you are traveling toward out of the darkness. Think about the feelings you might have when you arrive fully in the light. As you burst into the light, is there a physical reaction to the brightness, the warmth? Will your hope be rewarded with joy? Who will travel with you on the journey toward the light? Who will stand back away from the light in the dimness? Do you think certain issues will melt away by being exposed to the light?
As you finish your practice, pray for those people and issues in your life that would benefit being led in the light. If you are doing this practice as part of a family or group activity, share with each other your experience.



Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Advent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God who is faithful, be present with us as we plan our spending. May we use our resources in ways that build healthy, happy relationships with you, others, and Earth. May we remember the teachings of Jesus that challenge us to make lifestyle choices that are counter to our culture of accumulation and excess. Amen.


Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Communion Statement
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
—1 Corinthians 11:23–26 NRSV
Invitation to Communion
All are welcome at Christ’s table. The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is a sacrament in which we remember the life, death, resurrection, and continuing presence of Jesus Christ. In Community of Christ, we also experience Communion as an opportunity to renew our baptismal covenant and to be formed as disciples who live Christ’s mission. Others may have different or added understandings within their faith traditions. We invite all who participate in the Lord’s Supper to do so in the love and peace of Jesus Christ.
This Advent season, our experience of being together as we share in Communion is an expression of blessing, healing, peace, and community.
In preparation let’s sing from Community of Christ Sings 519 “In the Singing”



Thoughts for Children
	You will need:
Ornaments cut from cardstock in the shape of a star; see template
String
Small-hole punch
Decorating materials or markers and crayons

Say: Today we begin the Advent season. Advent is a time of waiting, when we prepare ourselves for the coming of Jesus at Christmas. Each Sunday of Advent we will focus on a different theme. Each theme represents something Jesus brings to the world.
On this second Sunday in Advent, we remember the hope Jesus brought into the world. Like a light in the darkness, the birth of Jesus brought hope into a weary world. Today, we are going to create ornaments to hang on our trees that remind us to have hope. Our ornaments will be shaped like stars because hope shines bright in the darkness like stars.
Allow participants time to decorate their ornaments however they’d like before tying a string to them and heading back to their seats.


















