
Sermon 37: 2 Samuel 6: The Ark comes to Jerusalem
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INTRODUCTION

The domestication of God, familiarity with God, trivializing God, underestimating God, these 
are the sins of our ignorant and sinful hearts.  The holiness of God is something we will 
always insult by our conceptions, our worship and our actions.  Until we see Him and are 
worshipping in a perfected state we will always fall short of the glory He deserves.  2 Sam. 6
is a chapter which shows David and Israel doing the same thing.  They made light of God, 
they did not fear Him and obey His word, and there were consequences.  

2 Sam. 6 is an important chapter not only for the lessons it teaches us but because it is a 
major turning point in the history of Israel.  One of the important things that was going to 
result from the Conquest of Canaan was a chosen place where God would insist that all 
Israel offer their sacrifices and celebrate the 3 annual feasts perpetually.  Deut 12:2-7, ‘You 
shall surely destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess served their 
gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree.  You shall tear 
down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars and burn their Asherim with fire. You shall 
chop down the carved images of their gods and destroy their name out of that place.  You 
shall not worship the LORD your God in that way.  But you shall seek the place that the 
LORD your God will choose out of all your tribes to put his name and make his habitation 
there. There you shall go, and there you shall bring your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, 
your tithes and the contribution that you present, your vow offerings, your freewill offerings,
and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock.  And there you shall eat before the LORD 
your God, and you shall rejoice, you and your households, in all that you undertake, in 
which the LORD your God has blessed you.’  These chapters in Samuel are bringing to a 
head many of the things begun under Joshua.  Defeating the Canaanites, enthroning a king,
establishing a central place of worship, these are all brought together in David’s reign.

The moment of the ark heading to Jerusalem is the coming together of many things and the
climax of many years of expectation.  The fact that God ruins the parade is underlined all 
the more for this fact.  Today as we consider this event we want to look at the ark, God’s 
holiness and king David in this event.  

The ark of the covenant

V1 shows us that the bringing of the ark to Jerusalem was no small event; thousands were 
gathered to lead the procession of the king of kings.  Before we can understand what is 
going on we must stop and think of the ark of the covenant and its significance.  The ark 
was to be an item of furniture that represented the throne of a king.  It was pictured as a 
box upon which we see angelic courtiers surrounding the throne of God, but in the place 
where we would expect to see a throne and a figure, that has been left empty, for God will 
bear no manmade creaturely representation of His glory.  It was the place where God’s 
presence would abide.  This ark would abide in the holy of holies, the inner room of the 
tabernacle where only once a year one person, the high priest could go to offer the blood of
sacrifices on the Day of Atonement.  The ark was a reminder that a holy God is 



unapproachable and is hidden behind curtains and can only be approached on His own 
terms, namely by the sacrifices covering the sins of the guilty.  God’s glory cannot be looked
upon, He hides Himself that He might not kill us, and for God to be among a sinful people at
all is grace and privilege.  It may not have seemed like it but it was a recreation of the 
fellowship of Eden with God and His people dwelling together again.  There were all sorts of
intermediaries like priests, blood and the tabernacle, but these are essential to facilitate the 
fellowship of a holy God with sinners.  God’s presence with His people is huge for being 
there meant He was in covenant and there keeping all His promises.  For David to have the 
presence of God in Jerusalem was no small thing, his joy reminds us of the privilege of the 
moment.

The ark also speaks to us of the work of Christ.  Once a year on the day of atonement the 
high priest would offer blood sprinkling it over the mercy seat, the place between the 
cherubim where a throne would be expected to sit.  This offering covered the sins of Israel 
for another before the sacrifice had to be repeated.  It was the shedding of blood, that 
satisfied what the law required for sin, death.  When the word ‘mercy seat’ was translated 
into the Greek it was a particular word that occurs in the NT, we translate it as ‘propitiation.’
Rom. 3:25-26, ‘whom God put forward as a propitiation(mercy seat) by his blood, to be 
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over former sins.  It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.’  Propitiation we 
know is a wrath removing sacrifice, and the mercy seat was the place where God’s wrath 
was removed from the nation of Israel.  Jesus died once for all, but in the OT those 
sacrifices would have to be repeated over and over again never fully solving our sin 
problem.  

Inside the ark were the 10 commandments.  They represented the law upon which God’s 
kingdom rested and by which He ran His kingdom.  The blood was sprinkled over the lid of 
the box that held them.  Picture it as the blood running interference between the broken law
and God.  The word ‘covering’ which is a common OT word for forgiveness reminds us of 
the physical way blood covered the furniture of the tabernacle to purify it.  

It is no wonder that David sought to have the ark in Jerusalem.

The God of the covenant

V3-4 give us the detail about how the procession was made, ‘And they carried the ark of 
God on a new cart and brought it out of the house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And 
Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, were driving the new cart, with the ark of God, and 
Ahio went before the ark.’  What you supposed to get from these verses is the innovative 
way in which they showed their zeal in worship.  They did not obey God’s laws about how 
the ark should be transported but instead heaped on God the honours they thought He 
would like.  Numbers 4:15, ‘And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the 
sanctuary and all the furnishings of the sanctuary, as the camp sets out, after that the sons 
of Kohath shall come to carry these, but they must not touch the holy things, lest they die. 
These are the things of the tent of meeting that the sons of Kohath are to carry.’  Please 
notice that the tabernacle furniture all had rings through which poles would be inserted and 
they would carried on the shoulders of consecrated priests.  The furniture also needed to be
covered, and if you touched it you died.  Let’s see what happened next.

V5-7, ‘And David and all the house of Israel were making merry before the LORD, with 
songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.  And when they 



came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took 
hold of it, for the oxen stumbled.  And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah, 
and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of 
God.’ 
God’s holiness is more important than the honours we think He needs, it is more important 
than halting a parade of 30 000 people, it is more important that satisfying the king’s 
desires, it is more important than the life of Uzzah.  David and Israel had grown familiar and
accustomed to God, they had forgotten His holiness.  They had lost their fear of Him, the 
marvel that a holy God would dwell in their midst and that His holiness was more important 
than any misrepresenting honours bestowed on Him.  To allow them to treat God any way 
they pleased would be to allow them to remake God according to their notions and not 
recognise Him as He is.  Uzzah is struck dead as a reminder of the holiness of God.  Uzzah if
a believer went to heaven, his salvation is not in question,  because he touched what should
not have been touched.

We see in 8 that David is angry with God, ‘And David was angry because the LORD had 
burst forth against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this day.’  At least this 
was his first reaction; we see in the next verse that he is fearful.  Did you get angry when 
you read this?  Did you think that it was unreasonable for God to be so pernickety?  Did this 
episode jar with you as it did with David?  Did it feel wrong to you too?  This is the problem 
isn’t it?  When is God ever wrong to merit our righteous anger?  Never!  In the Hebrew the 
words ‘breaking out’ occur 3 times.  This should remind you of 5:20 when the idea of 
breaking out occurs five times against the Philistines.  David deliberately names the place 
where God burst out against Uzzah in the same way as the place where God burst out 
against the Philistines.  What is the message in this?  God’s holiness stands over against all 
sin whether it is in Israel or the Philistines.  God is always on His own side not ours.  The 
unchangeable nature of God’s holiness must cause us to tremble and see that it is only in 
Christ that sinners can approach Him.  To say that Jesus is the only way to the Father is not 
to commit to political incorrectness but to acknowledge the unchangeable holiness of God.  
For apart from Christ our sins cannot be paid for and we cannot be reconciled to God.  We 
see this God making His holiness evident again when He kills Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 
5.  But most importantly we see God’s unchangeable holiness on the cross, for even though 
it is His Son hanging on the cross, when your sins are credited to Him, God must judge even
Him.  Any anger at God’s holiness is the anger of ignorance.    

David is chastened.  We see he is fearful to bring God to Jerusalem, and so the ark is put in 
the house of Obed-edom.  His household prospers and David is told.  David makes plans to 
carry the ark properly this time.  And brought the ark rejoicing, v12, ‘And it was told King 
David, "The LORD has blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, 
because of the ark of God." So David went and brought up the ark of God from the house of
Obed-edom to the city of David with rejoicing.’  How different the rejoicing is in this verse 
than it was in v5.  In v5 it was light and shallow, here it is rejoicing with trembling as Ps. 
2:11 mentions.  In fact we can see that David’s joy is deepened by these events, ‘And David
danced before the LORD with all his might.’  Our joy in God and our love for Him are 
increased when we see His grace given to us from a position of unchangeable holiness.

The king of the covenant

The chapter ends by focusing our attention on David as a humble king.  This event between 
David and Michal is contrasting for us the reigns of David and Saul.  Michal represents Saul’s
concern for outward show and impressing people.  David is portrayed as a man who sees 
himself not as a king but as a servant of God.  Michal despises David in her heart because 



he is not acting in a royal way, a public way in order to be respected as Saul her father 
would have.  Note her sarcasm in v20, ‘And David returned to bless his household. But 
Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said, "How the king of Israel 
honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants' female 
servants, as one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!"’  this is no doubt 
overstatement as David was wearing an ephod, the same attire as the priests.  It is likely 
she is referring to the fact that he was not appearing regal and royal but just like any other 
worshipper.  Notice David’s response, v21, ‘And David said to Michal, "It was before the 
LORD, who chose me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me as prince 
over Israel, the people of the LORD---and I will make merry before the LORD.  I will make 
myself yet more contemptible than this, and I will be abased in your eyes. But by the female
servants of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be held in honor."  And Michal the 
daughter of Saul had no child to the day of her death.’  ‘It was before the Lord,’ it was not 
for show, it was not to impress men, David was worshipping as a servant of God.  David 
viewed his worship as for one person, and viewed himself as a servant before the Lord and 
did not think of himself too highly.  David is here reminding us of the necessary humility we 
are to have before God, for He alone is God.  

It is a good place to end this chapter.  It began with taking God too lightly and it ended with
taking man lightly.  This is the correct order.                                


