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When tragedy visited displaced persons

W
hen Internally 
Displaced Persons 
– that is, people 
forced out their 
homes and the 

good life they had known who now 
live as refugees in often inhuman 
conditions in makeshift camps – are 
doubly unfortunate to have an ac-
cidental military bomb drop on their 
heads in broad daylight, one recalls 
the late Fela Anikulapo Kuti’s “Double 
wahala for dead body” song.

Double jeopardy. That’s the sim-
plest way to describe the mistaken 
airstrike on an IDPs camp in Rann, 
Kala-Balge LGA of Borno State, last 
Tuesday, by men of the Nigerian Air 
Force of ‘Operation Lafiya Dole’.

It was indeed doubly tragic for 
those fellow countrymen and wom-
en who were struggling to pick the 
bits and pieces of their lives scattered 
in all directions by the devilish Boko 
Haram insurgents. At least 52 inno-
cent civilians were said to have been 
killed in the accident while several 
others, including soldiers, staff of In-
ternational Committee of Red Cross 
(ICRC) and Medicine San Frontiers, 
were critically wounded.

Edward Kallon, the UN Resident 
Coordinator and Humanitarian Co-
ordinator for Nigeria, described it as 
“an unfortunate tragedy that befell 
people already suffering”.

Military explains
Major-General Lucky Irabor, The-

atre Commander, Operation Lafiya 
Dole, told a news conference that 
upon receiving an intelligence report 
that some Boko Haram elements 
were regrouping in Kala-Balge LGA of 
Borno State, he quickly ordered men 
of the Air Force to address the prob-
lem. The operation was carried out 
but, unfortunately, locals and other 
civilians were killed in the process.

Brigadier-General Rabe Abubakar, 
military spokesperson, explained 
that soldiers got information of 
movement of Boko Haram members 
and deployed ground troops and air 
cover to tackle the terrorists and that 
it was the air support that mistakenly 
dropped the bomb. He added that it 
was an error that the military deeply 
regrets.

Also, the Nigerian Air Force, in a 
statement by its director of Public 
Relations and Information, Group 
Captain Ayodele Famuyiwa, said 
NAF was saddened by the “acciden-
tal air strike by its fighter jet at Rann 
in Kala Balge area of Borno State in 
which some innocent lives were lost”.

“The loss occasioned by this unfor-
tunate incident is deeply regretted,” 
he said.

Prompt response
Following the incident, the Borno 

State government quickly ordered all 
hospitals in Maiduguri to be prepared 
to receive and promptly treat the 
injured. Governor Kashim Shettima 
also ordered the state Ministry of 
Health to set up emergency units in 
all medical hospitals under the state 
government located in Maiduguri 
with the state Specialist Hospital, the 
Professor Umaru Shehu Hospital and 
General Muhammad Shuwa Memo-

rial Hospital all placed on standby 
in readiness to carry out emergency 
treatment.

Commendably, the governor 
placed emphasis where it rightly 
should be: ensuring that all the vic-
tims, particularly those with severe 
injuries, were provided urgent medi-
cal treatment.

“While Shettima is working to 
ensure that all victims are evacuated 
as soon as possible, the state Commis-
sioner for Health has mobilized medi-
cal doctors, nurses, lab technicians, 
pharmacists and other health officials 
in all hospitals owned by Borno State 
government, while ambulances have 
also been deployed. The medical ex-
perts are currently on standby with 
emergency consumables set for treat-
ment of victims soon as they arrive 
Maiduguri,” Isa Gusau, the governor’s 
spokesman, said in a statement Tues-
day evening.

Uncommon courage
Six officials of ICRC lost their lives 

in the unfortunate incident, the 
humanitarian agency said in a state-
ment.

Eloi Fillion, head of delegation 
for the ICRC in Nigeria, was quoted 
in a statement to have said the six 
Red Cross workers that died “were 
in Rann as part of a humanitarian 
operation bringing food to more than 
25,000 displaced people”.

But despite the loss, ICRC and other 
aid agencies quickly mobilised per-
sonnel to Rann to strengthen rescue 
efforts there.

“Hours after Tuesday’s airstrike, a 
surgical team from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) de-
ployed to Rann, while another ICRC 
surgical team in Maiduguri prepared 
to support the Ministry of Health in 
receiving casualties,” said Laurent 
Singa, an ICRC surgeon in Rann, in a 
situation report.

“The team in Rann treated around 
100 patients, while nine patients in a 
critical condition were evacuated by 

guidelines and the high level of pro-
fessionalism of the officers and men, 
especially the young pilots who fly 
high-risk missions day and night”, 
which he said he observed after 
spending some two days at the Tacti-
cal Air Command in Yola and during 
his recent visit to Sambisa forest, 
urged the Nigerian Air Force to con-
tinue to take necessary measures to 
avoid civilian casualties as it carries 
out its challenging task of keeping 
Nigerians safe.

Oby Ezekwesili, co-convener, Bring 
Back Our Girls (BBOG), who was on 
the Sambisa visit with Lai Moham-
med, was saddened by the news of the 
“costly mistake” which led to several 
deaths and injuries, and she made two 
prominent tweets to that effect.

Need for thorough investigation
But concerned Nigerians and in-

ternational aid agencies have called 
for a thorough investigation into the 
accident to foreclose a reoccurrence.

In a statement, the Sen. Ahmed 
Makarfi-led faction of People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) called for indepen-
dent investigation into the accidental 
bombing in order to unravel the 
mystery behind the incident.

“The excuse by the Nigerian mili-
tary that the camp was mistaken to 
be a gathering of Boko Haram mem-
bers is a show of unprofessionalism 
and lack of intelligence regarding 
operations of such magnitude,” the 
party said in the statement signed by 
Dayo Adeyeye, its National Publicity 
Secretary.

“We are very worried that the mili-
tary after several successes against 
the sect in recent times will display 
such provocative conduct capable of 
rubbing-off on its past achievements 
as a professional organisation,” it said.

It advised the military to “talk less 
on its modus operandi and also carry 
out sufficient intelligence gathering in 
order to avoid such costly mistakes in 
the future”.

Speaker Dogara also urged the mili-
tary to investigate the incident so as 
to prevent future occurrence.

Similarly, the UN, in a statement on 
Wednesday, called on the Nigerian 
government to ensure a thorough 
probe and a full investigation into 
the attack to ensure the unfortunate 
incident does not reoccur as well as 
take greater measures to protect civil-
ians in the areas of military operations 
against Boko Haram insurgents.

Filippo Grandi, head of the UN Ref-
ugee Agency, who met with Nigerian 
refugees in Borno in December 2016, 
“called for a full accounting so that 
the causes are known and measures 
put in place to ensure this does not 
happen again”.

“No substitute for proper investi-
gation and penalty for somebody’s 
negligence and recklessness on duty. 
#Justice,” said @babsacademy on 
Twitter.

Meanwhile, Abba Kyari said on 
Wednesday that the Federal Govern-
ment would probe the incident while 
doubling its commitment to see that 
the insurgency comes to an end and 
that displaced persons are moved out 
of the IDP camp back to their respec-
tive communities.

Nigerians and the world await the 
fulfilment of these promises. 

CHUKS OLUIGBO

helicopter to Maiduguri on Tuesday.
“Around 90 patients remain in 

Rann, out of whom 46 are severely 
injured and need to be evacuated to 
Maiduguri as a matter of urgency. 
Patients are attended to in an open-air 
space in a precarious environment.

“We started medical work in Rann 
shortly after the incident. The condi-
tions for post-operative care are not 
adequate, so all the patients must be 
evacuated to Maiduguri as soon as 
possible,” said Singa.

Manuel Fontaine, UNICEF Direc-
tor for Emergency Programmes, 
confirmed that “United Nations 
humanitarian helicopter and emer-
gency medical personnel are in north-
eastern Nigeria following a military 
airstrike that hit a displacement camp 
killing dozens of people, including aid 
workers, and wounding a reported 
100 others”.

“The UN Humanitarian Air Service 
(UNHAS) airlifted eight Nigerian Red 
Cross workers from the camp in Rann 
as part of the emergency responses,” 
Fontaine said.

The UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) also 
said the response included nearly 
900 pounds of emergency medical 
supplies.

“The Nigerian army also deployed 
a medical team and ‘is working with 
humanitarian partners to ensure 
maximum support to the affected 
people’,” OCHA reported.

Regrettable error  
President Muhammadu Buhari re-

ferred to the incident as a “regrettable 
operational mistake”.

Senate President Bukola Saraki, 
Speaker Yakubu Dogara, Lai Moham-
med, Minister of Information and 
Culture, Theophilus Danjuma, chair-
man of the Presidential Committee on 
the North East Initiative, among other 
prominent Nigerians, also regretted 
the incident, describing it as tragic.

Lai Mohammed, who testified to 
“the strict adherence to operational 

The Rann camp before and after the bombing by the Nigerian Airforce



Babatunde Fashola, minister of power, works & housing (r) and Patrick Okigbo III, principal partner, 
Nextier Power, (l) during during  the January Power Dialogue Session on the theme, “2016 Power 
Sector Review & 2017 Power Policy Direction,” organised by Nextier Power Ltd in Abuja.

L-R: Ugo Obasi, country manager Nigeria, Verve; the 2 winners, Joseph Obatomi and Lawal Itunu with 
Linda Morakinyo, product manager, Access Bank,  during the Very Verve Promo price presentation 
in Lagos.
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L-R: Aina Sunkanmi, Jagu Abdulrahman, Commodore Joseph Ake, Henry Muogho and Oluyemi Ola 
at New Year Party hosted by the Muoghos in Lagos, recently. 

L-R: Oladosu Solomon, chairman, Bobota Development Committee; Sule Ibrahim, father of the nomi-
nator; Garba Numa, traditional ruler, Bobota Community, and Adamu Haruna, councilor representing 
PAI Ward, at the installation of the brand new 500KVA Transformer donated by MTN Foundation to 
Bobota Community in Abuja recently.

L-R: Pauline Nwana, UAC Restaurants Franchisee for Mr Biggs Asaba; Ogbu Ngozi Felicita, 3rd 
Prize winner for Lagos region with Samsung Galaxy tab; Olufunmilayo Olukogbon, UAC Restaurants 
Franchisee for Mr Biggs Broad Street, and Eustesia Ogunsusi, Marketing Manager UAC Restaurants, 
at the prize presentation of Mr Biggs Stick a Stikka Campaign executed in December 2016 which 
held in Lagos

 L-R: Sunday Aborisade, member, Oyo State Independent Electoral Commission (OYIEC); Jide Ajeigbe, 
chairman, and Paul Ogunola, secretary, at a news conference on the forth coming Local Government 
Election into the 33 Local Government Councils and 35 Local Council Development Areas in Oyo 
State. NAN

L-R: Ustaz Isa Okonkwo, representative, Supreme Council for Islamic Affairs; Fuad Adeyemi, Imam of 
Alhabibiyyah Centre; James Wuye, co-executive director, Chief Of Party, Interfaith Mediation Centre; 
and David Young, charge the affaires, tolerance programme, U.S. Embassy, during a round table 
discussion by Nigerian religious leaders at the U.S. Embassy in Abuja. NAN

 L-R: Ubong King, CEO, Protection Plus Services Limited; Foluso Phillips, chairman, Nigeria-South 
Africa Chamber of Commerce; Kikelomo Alonge, managing partner, law firm of Olaniwun Ajayi, (SAN), 
and Konyinola Ajayi, vice president, African Capital Alliance,  during Nigeria-South Africa Chamber of 
Commerce’s breakfast meeting in Lagos. NAN
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How foreign retailers snub 
Nigerian-made products

A
s Nigeria continues to 
battle a daunting eco-
nomic recession amid 
rising inflation, foreign 
exchange scarcity, a 

weakened currency, and rising 
unemployment rate, economic 
analysts have repeatedly empha-
sised the imperative of patronising 
made-in-Nigeria products as a way 
out of the wood. BuyNaijatoGrow-
theNaira, a campaign popularised 
by Ben Murray Bruce, a serving 
senator, has since moved away from 
mere populist sloganeering on the 
social media to practical positive ac-
tion, with many Nigerian SMEs tap-
ping into it the opportunities. Just 
recently, Senate President Bukola 
Saraki launched the MadeInNigeria 
Challenge to further promote made-
in-Nigeria products. 

In line with this new thinking, 
major foreign retailers in Nigeria 
have often mouthed their readiness 
to display made-in-Nigeria products 
on their shelves to promote the 
growth of the nation’s economy.

“We stock products from local 
manufacturers and local farmers. 
We are proud to support Nigeria 
businesses, by actively supporting 
local economies growth to be part 
of Nigeria’s success. 76 percent of 
our proud are sourced locally, 250 
local suppliers and 160 local farms,” 
Shoprite claimed in one newspaper 
advert.

Our findings, however, reveal 
that the actions of these retailers do 
not support these pious pronounce-
ments. In practice, these retailers are 
setting bogus rules and procedures 
to scare away producers of Nigerian-
made products.

 Shoprite
Shoprite, the South Africa-owned 

retail brand, is one retailer that has 
set bogus procedures to discourage 
local producers. When BDSUNDAY 
reached out to the retailer to get 
their requirements for stocking 
made-in-Nigeria goods on their 
shelves, Kunle Abiola, country 
brand manager, Shoprite Nigeria, 
told our correspondent on phone to 
send a mail to that effect.

When that was done, Abiola re-
plied in an hour, saying: “I am unfor-
tunately not able to provide answers 
as we are under strict instructions 
to refrain from handing out infor-
mation about our current business 
environment or having discussions 
about our product range or business 
with third parties.”

The experience
Determined to find out what 

these conditions were, this writer 
visited one of Shoprite’s outlets in 
Lagos posing as a vendor and nar-
rated her mission to one of the at-
tendants in the store.

“To be honest with you, it is not 
easy to start supplying to Shoprite 
even after meeting all the condi-
tions,” said the attendant who was 
shelving some products, but not 
before he looked over his shoulders 
to make sure no one was watching 
or eavesdropping.

Unsure whether or not to divulge 
more information, the attendant di-
rected this writer to the manager’s 
unit, adding in a pleading tone, 
“Please don’t tell them that I told you 
anything.”

He then pointed out one of the 
managers, a middle-aged man who 
was engrossed in a chat with a fe-
male staff.

I nodded, thanked him and walked 
up to the manager. I stood facing him 
so it was hard for him not to notice 
me. He paused and gave me that 
what-can-I-do-for-you look. I greeted 
him and introduced myself as one 
of their customers who would like 
to start supplying her products to 
Shoprite.

“What are the products?” he asked.
“Chin-chin, plantain chips and 

groundnuts. I want to know what 
the requirements are,” I said beaming 
with smiles.

“Your company must be registered 
with Corporate Affairs Commis-
sion; your products must be certi-
fied by NAFDAC and it must have 
manufacturing and expiry dates,” the 
manager said.

“Once you meet all these require-
ments, then you go through the rig-
orous process of seeing the BUYER,” 
he added. 

“The Buyer? Please, who is the 
Buyer,” I asked, a little bit confused.

“That’s what we call him. His 
name is Callie Human…Human as in 

human being. You will find him at 
our head office, The Palms shopping 
mall. He is in charge of supplies and 
without his approval, your product 
will never make it to our shelves,” he 
said with a note of finality.

I smiled, thanked him and said I 
was going to see the buyer the fol-
lowing day, but his next comment 
shocked me to my marrow.

“But you have to see Buhari be-
fore you can see the buyer,” he said.

“I don’t understand, sir,” I said. 
“I mean, it’s easier to see Buhari 

than to see the BUYER. We have 
had so many people coming here to 
ask of how they can start supplying 
us one product or the other. One 
wanted to supply us groundnuts 
while the other wanted to supply 
us ‘kilishi’, but I told them what I’m 
telling you right now. It’s almost 
impossible to get your products on 
our shelves,” he said.

My facial expression changed. I 
looked down, pretending to be sad. 
He noticed the change in my mood 
and tried to cheer me up.

“I don’t know why I’m telling you 
all these but I like ladies who are 
hardworking. The salts we sell in 
Shoprite are imported. You can go 
to Dangote, convince them and start 
supplying us salt. That will be easier 
than trying to see the BUYER,” the 
manager said.

“How come you sell imported salt 
when we have local salt?” I asked.

“I don’t know. I guess no one has 
thought of supplying us salt,” he 
said.

I smiled, thanked him and walked 
straight to the shelves to confirm 
what he said about imported salt. 
Sitting on the shelf was Cerebos 
iodised salt packaged by Cerebos 

Limited in Port Elizabeth, South 
Africa. That was the only brand of 
salt on the shelf.

The following day, I proceeded to 
The Palms in Lekki, Lagos. Mission: 
to see the Buyer.

There, one of the staff told me to 
go speak with a man standing few 
metres away. According to him, the 
man was the business development 
manager and should know more 
about the Buyer. 

I walked up to the man, who was 
visibly angry, greeted him cheerful-
ly and told him I wanted to see the 
Buyer. He asked me why I wanted to 
see the buyer and when I told him, 
he felt so sorry for me.

“Just go up the staircase and you’ll 
see an office there. Ask of the Buyer,” 
he said with so much pity displayed 
on his face. 

Upstairs, I met two ladies chatting. 
They stopped the moment I entered 
and asked who I wanted to see. I told 
them who, they asked why and I 
told them. The two ladies exchanged 
glances. Again, I could see that pity 
in their eyes. 

One of the ladies, who should be 
the receptionist, opened a drawer 
and fished out a small piece of paper 
and handed to me. The paper had 
the following details: Mr Callie Hu-
man, Retail Supermarkets Nig. Ltd, 
Buyer-Foods, 01-2714479, chuma@
shoprite.co.za. 

“Send a mail to that email, attach a 
copy of your proposal, pictures of the 
product and the price. Then wait for 
two weeks and after two weeks if 
you don’t get any mail from that mail 
address, just know that the Buyer is 
not interested!” she said as I looked 

Continues on  page 8
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News 

Delta State Governor, Senator Ifeanyi okowa (2nd left); Chief Judge of Delta State, Justice Marshall Umokoro 
(left); newly sworn-in Judge of Delta State High Court, Hon. Justice Vincent Ofesi (2nd right) and his wife, during 
the sworn-in as Judge of Delta State High Court, in Asaba.
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Delta governor says democracy, rule 
of law should decongest courts

Akwa Ibom information 
commissioner lauds Ibom 
multispecialty hospital

T
he Akwa Ibom 
State  c om-
missioner for 
information 
and strategy, 

Charles Udoh has lauded 
Ibom multi-specialty 
hospital in Uyo, the state 
capital for its expertise 
in healthcare services 
which he described as 
comparable to the best 
in the world.

Udoh, who was in-
jured in the collapsed 
church building incident 
and was rushed to the 
hospital for treatment, 
described the doctors 
as fantastic adding that 
with such a facility in 
the state, there would 
be no need for people to 
travel abroad to special 
healthcare.

Speaking in an inter-
view with BDSUNDAY 
in his office, the com-
missioner explained that 
the facilities in the hos-
pital and the personnel 
would promote medical 
tourism, adding that the 
world needed to know 
about the existence of 
such facility in Akwa 
Ibom State which ac-
cording to him would 
make it unnecessary for 
people to travel abroad.

“I was privileged to 

be in the hospital be-
cause of my accident.  I 
got to the hospital on 
the first day and on the 
second day, the Manag-
ing Director of  one of 
the banks I worked for 
before now called  to 
say  ‘Charles are you ok, 
I heard what happened.’  
‘Are you sure you have 
the best medical facili-
ties over there, I said ‘yes, 
I sir I have,’ he said look, 
are you sure?’  “If you 
don’t mind, I will send 
a private jet to come 
and fly you to Lagos for 
proper treatment, I said  
“thank you sir, I appre-
ciate, there is no state in 
the country that has the 
kind of facilities that we 
have here.”

The commissioner, 
who announced plans 
to re-brand the state to 
enable people see things 
in proper perspective 
in terms of realising 
the achievements so 
far made said the state 
government is focused 
on touching the lives 
of the people through 
its various programmes 
including youth empow-
erment, wealth creation 
and industrialisation.

He appealed solicited 
partnership with the 
press in presenting the 
state to the world to at-
tract investors saying it 

Charles Udoh

is the responsibility of 
every indigene of the 
state to portray it in good 
light.

The Ibom multi-spe-
cialty hospital is wholly 
owned by the Akwa 
Ibom government but 
management by a con-
sortium to provide spe-
cial healthcare.

According to findings, 
many of the specialist 
doctors are expatriates 
while other heath work-
ers including nurses are 
also from outside the 
shores of Nigeria.

It was gathered that 

the management of the 
hospital has plans in 
the long run to replace 
the expatriate doctors 
with indigenous ones 
while still maintaining 
its cutting edge position 
in healthcare services.

“The hospital was able 
to save many lives dur-
ing the tragic incident 
of the collapsed church. 
If we have few patriotic 
Nigerians who are will-
ing to sacrifice, the hos-
pital can be the answer 
to the quest for medical 
abroad,’’ a top govern-
ment official said.

G
o ve r n o r  I f -
eanyi Okowa 
of Delta State 
has called for 

improved legal service 
delivery to decongest 
the courts.  According 
to the governor, there 
is need for improved 
legal service delivery 
“in accordance with 
our democratic prin-
ciples and the rule of 
law”. Such, he asserted, 
should manifest in the 
decongesting of the 
courts.

Okowa made the call 
in Asaba in the week 
during the swearing-in 
ceremony of Vincent 
Ofesi as a Judge of the 

Delta State High Court.
The governor, who 

congratulated Ofesi 

on his appointment, 
observed that “the Na-
tional Judicial Council 

has deliberated and 
found Hon. Justice Vin-
cent Ofesi suitable for 

Mercy enoch, Asaba
appointment as a judge; 
he represents one of 
our finest materials on 
the Bench and is com-
ing to this position with 
wide and varying expe-
rience for the benefit of 
our state and citizens.”

“I expect you (Jus-
tice Ofesi) to do what is 
required by dedicating 
your services to uplift-
ing the image of the 
judiciary in our state 
and the nation, through 
your discipline and the 
maintenance of a high 
level of integrity,” Gov-
ernor Okowa advised. 
He added that “this as-
signment requires deep 
knowledge, wisdom, 
commitment and fair-
ness and I sincerely 
hope you will strive to 

make the state, nation 
and your family, proud 
by your actions on the 
Bench.”

Responding, Ofesi, 
while thanking those 
who contributed to the 
success of the event, as-
sured the government 
and people of Delta 
State of his commit-
ment to discharging 
his functions without 
fear or favour and to 
the best of his abilities.

The ceremony was 
attended by members 
of the state executive 
council, the Chief Judge 
of Delta State, Marshal 
Umukoro, president of 
the Customary Court 
of Appeal, Stella Ogh-
ene, judges and family 
members of Ofesi.

chevron keeping Ikomi 
memory alive with 
annual essay competition

O
ne of the well-
known Cor-
porate Social 
Responsibil-

ity of any profit-making 
organisation was giv-
ing back to members of 
the society in their host 
communities.

These corporate social 
responsibilities include 
educational develop-
ment, social, economic 
empowerment, infra-
structural development 
among others. But what 
was not known doing 
before was annual cel-
ebration of an employee 
that died in active ser-
vice.

But for Chevron Ni-
geria Limited, it is a dif-
ferent ball game entirely 
as 17 years after they 
still keep the memory 
of Chris Ikomi alive 
through annual essay 
competition for private 
and public junior and 
secondary schools in 
Delta State.

The multi-national 
oil company keeps his 
memory alive decided 
in 2001 to immortalise 
him with annual essay 
competition to promote 
the study of English Lan-
guage and Essay writing 
secondary schools in 
Delta State.

From 2001 to 2016 a 
total of 96 students made 
up of 48 Junior and Se-

nior Secondary School 
Students have emerged 
winners of the competi-
tion respectively and 
they had been present-
ed with different prizes 
ranging from cash and 
institutional materials.

Available records also 
shown that in 2015 a 
total of 4,500 students 
across the state sent en-
tries for the competition 
out of which 450 stu-
dents were shortlisted 
for the final stage, in 
2014 150 students were 
shortlisted for the final 
competition while in 
2016 over 1,100 students 
from private and pub-
lic secondary schools 
across the state enrolled 
for the exercise and over 
118 students were short-
listed.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Esimaje Brikinn, 
general manager, Pol-
icy, Government and 
Public Affairs, Chevron 
Nigeria Limited, noted 
that the competition has 
continued to stimulate 
students’ interest in the 
study of English Lan-
guage and other literary 
subjects among second-
ary school students in 
the state.

“Apart from the excel-
lent performance feed-
back the organisation 
have been receiving on 
former winners of the 
competition at the na-
tional essay competi-

AnIeFIoK UDonQUAK, Uyo

IDrIS UMAr MoMoh

Continues on page  6
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Okowa assures on continued partnership with 
security agencies for socio-economic growth

G
o v e r n o r 
I f e a n y i 
O ko w a  o f 
Delta State 
has  given 

the assurance that his 
administration would 
continue to partner 
with security agencies 
for the state to remain 
safe to enable socio-
economic activities to 
thrive.

He gave the assur-
ance in Asaba, when 
the Assistant Comman-
dant-General, Zone G 
of the Nigeria Society 
and Cilvil  D efenc e 
Corps (NSCDC), Bassey 
Onoyom Bassey led of-
ficials of the security 
agency to pay him a 
courtesy visit.

 “As a government, 
we have always ren-
dered assistance to secu-
rity operatives to enable 
them carry out their 
functions; we will con-
tinue to work together 
and it is our hope that 
working with all the 
security agencies, we 
will be able to secure 
our state”, the governor 
stressed.

Mercy enoch, Asaba

Ifeayi Okowa, Delta State governor (left), welcoming Bassey Onoyom  Bassey, assistant commandant general, Zone G of the Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defense Corps, to his office when the ACG paid him a courtesy call in Asaba.

He commended se-
curity agencies for the 
roles they are playing 
for a secured society to 
be achieved, noting that 
the NSCDC in particular 
has distinguished itself 
in the protection of oil 
facilities.

While expressing 
hope that the peace 
which has seen to a lull 
in the destruction of oil 
installations in the Ni-
ger Delta region would 
be sustained, the gov-
ernor, reiterated that 
such would amount to 
having more funds for 
developmental projects.

“We thank God that 
peace is returning to our 
state and our nation and 
by the grace of God, we 
will find ways to assist 
you; we are very hopeful 
that we will have a bet-
ter year, 2017 which will 
translate to improved 
revenue to our nation 
and our state for devel-
opmental projects.”

Earlier, Bassey had 
thanked the governor 
for huge assistance to 
security agencies and 
appealed for more logis-
tics to enable them carry 
out their functions.

Access Bank, global compact network, 
others honour Amina Mohammed

A
ccess Bank, 
Global Com-
pact Network 
Nigeria, FBN 

Holdings, among other 
groups held a congratu-
latory dinner in honour 
of Amina Mohammed, 
minister of Environ-
ment on the announce-
ment of her nomination 
as the United Nations 
Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral Designate.

The event put to-
gether by the United 
Nations Global Com-
pact Local network 
witnessed the coming 
together of dignitaries 
from both government 
and private sectors who 
were full of praise for 
the effort put in by the 
minister of environ-
ment to leave a legacy 
worthy of emulation by 
the young generation

H e r b e r t  W i g w e , 
group managing direc-
tor/chief executive of-
ficer of Access Bank in 

his congratulatory mes-
sage at the dinner held 
at Oriental Hotel, Lagos, 
said that Amina Mo-
hammed’s nomination 
to serve as the Deputy 
Secretary General is a 
remarkable achieve-
ment, and that it is the 
first time a Nigerian is 
getting to that exalted 
position.

Wigwe obs erve d 
that Amina is a special 
and rare gift to Nige-
ria and to the entire 
world, adding that her 
efforts at champion-
ing the creation of a 
greater tomorrow for 
the future generation is 
something that makes 
her unique even as the 
minister of environ-
ment.

 “We are extremely 
proud of you as you 
move to much greater 
heights; the commit-
ment we make as an 
institution is that we 
would continue to pur-
sue all of those things 
which you considered 
dear to you because 

they are also impor-
tant to us as responsible 
citizens of Nigeria and 
those who are trying 
to champion the cre-
ation of a better and 
greater tomorrow for 
our future generations,” 
he said.

In response, Amina 
Mohammed, minister 
of Environment, said 
she was overwhelmed 
by the glowing con-
gratulatory messages 
she received.

M o h a m m e d  e x -
pressed the optimism 
that her nomination 
would encourage the 
youth to work harder, 
aim higher and to know 
that they too can make 
positive impacts in any 
sector they play in.

Earlier in his speech, 
Oba Otudeko, group 
chairman, FBN Hold-
ing Plc, said the group 
remains committed to 
providing opportuni-
ties to empower people 
by supporting them 
to get involved in the 
economy.

KeLechI eWUZIe

chevron keeping Ikomi ...

tion, it was also aware 
that there has been great 
interest of secondary 
school students in the 
study of English in Delta 
and a remarkable im-
provement in perfor-
mances in the subject 
since the introduction 
of the competition some 
years ago.

“The competition 
is being organised in 
memory of late Chris 
Ikomi (an employee of 
our company, who lost 

his life to violence in the 
Niger Delta) to promote 
the study of English Lan-
guage and Essay writing 
among secondary school 
students in Delta Sate.

“We are happy that 
the reas ons we all 
agreed to initiate and 
support the competi-
tion are being met and 
the competition has 
continued to grow in 
popularity. Every time 
we gather to recognise 
those who have ex-
celled in the competi-

tions, we feel a sense 
of fulfillment because 
whereas only a few 
students can be accom-
modated for this cer-
emony, hundreds of 
students turn in entries 
and are stimulated to 
take a deeper interest in 
the subject,’’ he stated.  

Represented by Sam 
Daibo, Area manager, 
Policy, Government and 
Public Affairs of the or-
ganisation, noted that 
the multi-national oil 
company is committed 
to improving the quality 
of education in Nigeria, 
pointing out that edu-
cation is important for 
the development of the 
country.

“Over the years, we 
have demonstrated com-
mitment to qualitative 
education through in-
vestments in education 
infrastructure, sponsor-
ship of manpower de-
velopment programmes 
and provision of schol-
arships. Our corporate 
belief is that education 
remains a veritable tool 
for personal and societal 
growth and sustainable 
development. 

Continued from page  5

Cross section of winning secondary school students with their prizes 
and official of Chevron Nigeria Limited, ministry of Basic education and 
representative of Chris Ikomi family, Jolomi Ikomi during the 2016 award 
ceremony of Chris Ikomi memorial Essay competiion, By Idris Umar 
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Female candidate from Borno tops in 
AUN’s nationwide scholarship exam

E
ighteen-year-old 
Maryam Habila 
Usman, a former 
student of Air 

Force Girls Secondary 
School, Jos, has emerged 
the overall winner of the 
nationwide scholarship 
examination into the 
American University of 
Nigeria (AUN).

Ms.  Usman, who 
outscored all other can-
didates from all states 
of the federation, hails 
from Borno State and 
has applied to study Nat-
ural & Environmental 
Sciences at AUN.

Welcoming her and 
other spring scholar-
ship awardees, President 
Ensign said: “I would like 
to personally congratu-
late all of our scholar-
ship winners, and to 
welcome them to the 
AUN Community.  Ms. 
Usman and her fellow 
AUN students represent 
the brightest hope for a 
better future for Nigeria 
and for Africa.  We shall 
all do our very best to en-
sure that their time with 
us is as rewarding and 

fruitful as they clearly 
deserve. Congratulations 
all!”

As the overall winner 
of the national scholar-
ship exams for spring 
2017, Ms. Usman’s award 
will cover tuition, board, 
meals, and other fees at 
AUN.   

The scholarship ex-
amination was conduct-
ed simultaneously at 
six centers covering all 
the geopolitical zones 
of Nigeria, in December 
2016. The aim was to 
screen college-ready 
applicants for AUN’s 49 
scholarships for spring 
2017.  

Ms. Usman, who grad-
uated with distinction 
in all her SS3 subjects 
and scored 253 marks 
in the Unified Tertiary 
Matriculation Examina-
tion, took the scholarship 
exam at the Northeast 
center, which is on the 
AUN campus in Yola, 
Adamawa State.  

“I have chosen AUN 
because I consider it [to 
be] one of the [most] pres-
tigious universities in Af-

rica and a place where 
I can fulfill my dream,” 
writes Ms. Usman in the 
short essay accompany-
ing her application for 
AUN admission.  She 
went on to say that she 
was born in a peren-
nially flooded Lagos 
neighborhood, hence 
her desire for environ-
ment-related studies.

The Assistant Vice 
President of Marketing 
& Recruitment, Linus 
Ikyurav, who released 
details of the awards, 
said that altogether 34 
candidates won 45 of the 
49 available slots.  Four 
states, Gombe, Ebonyi, 
Bayelsa, and Yobe -did 
not field eligible candi-
dates.

The American Uni-
versity of Nigeria had 
also offered 67 scholar-
ships to students across 
Nigeria during the 2016 
Fall semester which be-
gan on August 26. This 
brings to 116 the total 
number of scholarships 
offered to fresh students 
by AUN in the current 
academic year.

Resident doctors’ strike grinds 
healthcare services at FMC Owerri

H
ealthcare 
and clini-
cal services 
have been 
completely 

grounded at the Federal 
Medical Centre, Ower-
ri, Imo State following 
an indefinite strike ac-
tion embarked upon by 
Resident doctors at the 
health facility since 10 
January.

Nine days into the 
indefinite strike action, 
patients on admission at 
the tertiary health facil-
ity are hard-pressed on 
the next option to take, 
given that alternatives 
are unfriendly. They 
are mostly private hos-
pitals and clinics, which 
charge exorbitant fees.

 What would have 
been a better alternative 
is the Imo State Univer-
sity Teaching Hospital 
(IMSUTH) at Orlu. But 
this is some one-hour to 
two hours’ drive from 
Owerri, the state capital. 
Added to their woes is 
absence of most high 
precision equipment 

and specialist personnel 
at the Teaching Hospital.

Some of the patients 
who spoke with our cor-
respondent narrated 
ugly experiences. They 
pleaded with the FMC 
management to pay the 
residents their outstand-
ing salaries; saying that 
only the consultants can-
not handle the medical 
cases.

Already, other staffs 
of the hospital have been 

on strike since Octo-
ber last year, when the 
suspended Medical Di-
rector, Angela Uwak-
wem, was reinstated 
by the Federal Ministry 
of Health (FMoH), after 
months of suspension 
due to strong dishar-
mony with the staffs.

Members of the Asso-
ciation of Resident Doc-
tors (ARD) at the Federal 
Medical Centre (FMC) 
Owerri, had on Tuesday, 

10 January, began an in-
definite strike, citing four 
months unpaid salaries 
by management of the 
hospital.

The ARD FMC Ow-
erri said their strike was 
action was pursuant to 
an earlier 21-day ulti-
matum given since 15 
December, 2015, to the 
management of FMC 
Owerri, under the watch 
of Uwakwem, a woman, 
who has had about two 

years of turbulent battle 
with virtually all the 
staffers of the health 
institution, arising from 
her alleged poor man-
agement style.

According to Ogoke 
Nwakanma, president of 
the Resident Doctors as-
sociation, FMC chapter, 
along with other execu-
tive committee mem-
bers of the association, 
said all resident doctors 
in FMC, Owerri are yet 
to receive their Decem-
ber 2015 and October to 
December 2016 salaries, 
for reasons best known 
to the management of 
the hospital.

Nwakanma said all 
presentations made 
to and meetings held 
with the FMC Owerri 
management over their 
plight have yet to receive 
a positive response from 
the authorities led by 
Uwakwem.

“Resident Doctors in 
FMC Owerri are yet to 
receive their December 
2015 salary. Up till now 
only Resident Doctors 
in FMC Owerri are yet 
to be paid their Octo-
ber, November and De-
cember, 2016 salaries, 

whereas our colleagues 
elsewhere have all re-
ceived theirs.”

The ARD FMC chap-
ter president also la-
mented that since 2014, 
Resident Doctors in 
the hospital are being 
paid only a percentage 
of their full salary, as 
agreed between Nige-
rian Medical Association 
(NMA) and the Federal 
Government in 2013; 
despite a reinforcement 
of the agreement in a 
meeting.

He also disclosed oth-
er issues that concern 
residents in FMC Owerri 
and those of other FMCs 
in the country to in-
clude: “poor condition of 
service; non-remittance 
of our pensions to our 
various Pension Fund 
Administrators (PFAs); 
full implementation of 
the Unified Residency 
Training Manual; circu-
larisation of the House 
Officers Entry point; 
immediate enrollment 
of our members into 
the Integrated Payroll & 
Personnel Information 
System (IPPIS) platform 
to ensure appropriate 
remuneration.

BEN EGUZOZIE

Oyo rewards 26 pupils for 
excellent performance

T
he Oyo State 
Government 
has reward-
ed 26 pupils 
from various 

schools who have rep-
resented the state in 
various National com-
petitions for being good 
ambassadors.

The state Commis-
sioner for Education, 
Science and Technol-
ogy, Adeniyi Olowofela, 
who presented the gifts 
to the twenty six (26) 
pupils for their excel-
lent performances in 
Mathematical Associa-
tion of Nigeria (MAN), 
Science Teachers As-
sociation of Nigeria 
(STAN) and Nigeria Na-
tional Petroleum Corpo-
ration (NNPC), competi-
tions on Wednesday in 
Ibadan stated that there 
is no amount of time, 
energy and money that 
can be regarded as too 
much to expend on Ed-

ucation.           
According to the 

commissioner, “Educa-
tion as we all know 
is a veritable tool and 
instrument to allevi-
ate and subsequently 
banish ignorance and 
poverty, whatever is 
devoted to education 
therefore multiplies in 
turn.”

Olowofela, a profes-

sor,  reiterated that the 
Ajimobi-led adminis-
tration would not re-
lent in its effort to turn 
around education in 
the state, saying that 
government’s policies 
such as stoppage of 
mass promotion of stu-
dents, promotion based 
on 80percent class at-
tendance and above 
average performance, 
inauguration of Schools’ 
Governing Boards (SGB) 
for effective control and 
teaching, massive reno-
vation of schools and 
supply of science equip-
ment would help to save 
education from its pres-
ent dismal position.

In her remarks, the 
Permanent Secretary 
in the ministry, Aderon-
ke Makanjuola, com-
mended the awardees 
for making the state 
proud and stated that 
the reward of excel-
lence would assist in 
stimulating other pupils 
in their studies.

AkINrEmI FEyIsIpO 

Adeniyi Olowofela



Herbert Wigwe (GMD/CEO, Access Bank Plc.) presenting honorary award to Amina J. Mohammed (Minister of 
Environment and newly appointed Deputy Secretary General Designate) on behalf of the United Nations Global Compact 
(UNGC) - Local Network, at the Congratulatory Dinner organised by the United Nations Global Compact (UNGC) - Local 
Network in her honour.

KELECHI EWUZIE

News
How foreign retailers snub ...

G
overnor Ro-
chas Okoro-
cha of Imo 
S t at e  h a s 
said that the 

sterling and distinguish-
ing quality of the former 
Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth, 
Emeka Anyaoku is 
unique because they 
have made Nigeria and 
indeed Africa proud 
and its stand as a mark 
of honour for Igbo land.

He stated that  Anya-
oku “is ageing gracefully 
having done the nation, 
Africa, and Ndigbo in 
particular proud in all 
ramifications”, stating 
further that he, Anya-
oku remains a model 
and an inspiration to the 
younger generation.

The commendation 
came as the former 
Secretary- General of 
the Commonwealth 
marked his 84th birth-
day;  this  was c on-
tained in a release sent 
to BDSUNDAY by his 
Chief Press Secretary, 
Sam Onwuemedo.

According to him, “as 
the Secretary-General 
of the Commonwealth, 

Anyaoku acquitte d 
himself well and proved 
that given Africa the op-
portunity, they would 
offer the right direction 
to the entire world , and 
that the Igbos are proud 
that Anyaoku is one of 
their own.

Okorocha stated that 
Nigeria at this time 
needed more leaders 
l ike Anyaoku who 
had demonstrated un-
bridled patriotism and 
glaring love for oneness 

Anyaoku has done Africa 
proud, says Okorocha

Emeka Anyaoku
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SABY ELEMBA, Owerri

J
ohn Ochala, act-
ing chairman of 
the All Progres-
sives Congress 

(APC) Cross River State 
chapter, has explained 
the reason his party 
went to court to seek 
legal interpretation of 
the law as regards local 
government tenure. 

Ochala said: “What 
we have in the local 
government system is 
an illegal leadership be-
fore now; we drew the 
attention of state gov-
ernment on the need 
to set up processes that 
will lead to local gov-
ernment council elec-
tions, but in their own 
wisdom, they gave us 
deaf ears, we wrote to 
Cross River State In-
dependent Electoral 
Commission (CROSIEC) 
reminding them of the 
dangers of not conduct-

ing elections. Into the 
offices of Chairmen and 
councillors still there 
was no response, that 
is why we have to seek 
legal interpretation of 
the law through the law 
court”.  

On the recent pro-
nouncement of Gover-
nor Ben Ayade to ap-
point additional  6000 
aides Ochala said: “I do 
not know what the gov-
ernor is doing, I learnt 
that when the gover-
nor had a retreat with 
his aides recently, some 
complained of not hav-
ing offices and he asked 
if they have been get-
ting alert and they said 
yes, then the governor 
said well it was a way 
of putting food on their 
table, that he can work 
with only 5 percent of 
the appointees; I got 
scared when somebody 
holding such a high of-
fice reacting in such a 
manner. The truth is 

Council polls: Ayade gave us deaf 
ears that’s why we are in court - APC
MIKE ABANG, Calabar   

that there is absence 
of governance in Cross 
River State”. Ochala also 
commended President 
Muhammadu Buhari 
on the commencement 
of the school feeding 
programme as it affects 
the less-privileged and 
the vulnerable in the 
society. 

It could be recalled 
that since 1999-2015 
the state had conducted 
local government elec-
tion as and when due 
in accordance with the 
provision of the local 
government law. This is 
the first time in over 16 
years that the state has 
failed to conduct council 
polls after the tenure 
of local government 
chairmen and coun-
cillors that expired on 
December 15, 2016. The 
state government got 
the approval of the state 
lawmakers to appoint 
head of local govern-
ment administration.       

and development of 
the country at their 
personal comfort.

Meanwhile Okoro-
cha had prayed that 
God should continue 
to preserve the life of 
Anyaoku because “Ni-
geria, Africa and the 
world in general, more 
than ever before, need 
the services of men like 
Anyaoku and for what 
they represent” and 
wished him more years 
of fruitfulness.

at the paper. 
Visit to Spar
Done with Shoprite, 

I proceeded to Spar 
in Lekki, Lagos, to get 
their requirements for 
shelving local prod-
ucts. I was directed to 
Ilepeju, the retail out-
let’s head office.

“ W h e n  y o u  g e t 
there, ask of Dotun, but 
please don’t mention 
my name. He is the one 
in charge,” a staff in the 
Lekki branch told me. 

At Ilepeju, another 
staff gave me an inkling 
into the conditions for 
shelving Nigerian-
made products. 

“The product must 
be properly sealed; it 
must be of internation-
al standards. It must 
be NAFDAC-approved 
with the expiration and 
manufacturing dates in 
place. You will be re-
quired to pay between 
N2,000 and N5,000 for 
the bar codes but that 
will depend on the type 
of product. With these 
basic conditions met, 
you can go to the head 
office,” he said.

“I thought this was 
the head office,” I said, 
looking confused.

“It’s just a walking 
distance from the gate. 
You will see a building 
with a brown roof and 
a black gate. That’s the 
office,” he said.

I went to the place 
but was told they had 
closed for the day. The 
security men told me to 
check back on Monday. 
I couldn’t make it down 
on Monday but I did on 
Tuesday.

I walked into the gate 
and signed in to see the 
receptionist. When I 
got in, I explained ev-
erything to her and she 
said, “Send samples of 
the product, the price 
list and an introduction 
letter with the subject 
of the mail as ‘New ven-
dor’ to krishnakumar@
arteegroup.com and 
wait.” 

“Please, how long do 
I have to wait?” I asked.

She shrugged and 
said without looking at 
me, “I don’t know.” 

“What if I don’t get 
any mail after a week, 
can I check back?” I 
asked.

“You can check back 
if you want to,” she said. 

Local retailers
A visit to Princ e 

Ebeano Supermarket 
in Oniru, Lagos, and 
Goodies Supermarket 
on Victoria Island re-
vealed that local retail-
ers were more recep-
tive to Nigerian-made 
products than their 
foreign counterparts.

At Goodies, one of 
the managers asked if 
my product was well-
packaged and attrac-
tive enough and I nod-
ded. He then asked if it 
was approved by NAF-

DAC, I shook my head 
but told him I was still 
working on that.

“You said you want 
to supply us ground-
nuts, chin-chin and 
plantain chips? I don’t 
want to discourage 
you, so you can bring 
them. You can also go 
to the section where 
we have these products 
you want to supply us 
and see the way other 
people packaged theirs, 
that can also help you 
with your own packag-
ing because the packag-
ing of a product is what 
sells it,” he said.

I thanked him and 
went round the super-
market; more than 60 
percent of the products 
were locally sourced.

When c ontacte d 
on phone about their 
requirements, Samu-
el Ejeh, founder and 
CEO, Grocery Bazaar 
Limited, said, “The first 
question would be, is it 
what we need? If it’s a 
product we need and 
it’s well packaged and 
of a good quality, then 
we can do business. 
It’s as simple as that. It 
must be what we need 
and, most importantly, 
the quality must be 
right.”

Continued from page  4



Digital broadcasting: We want to be 
industry leaders by 2021 – Ugbe

UN agency revises 
funding requirements 
to tackle Africa’s worst 
displacement crisis

I
n less than one year of its 
existence, Hit FM has taken 
the city of Calabar and its 
environs by storm, with its 
exciting programmes. It is 

Canaan City’s first private radio 
station in a state that takes tour-
ism as its cutting edge. Today, 
Hit FM is ranked the eight best 
radio station in Nigeria.

Patrick Ugbe, the chief execu-
tive officer of Hit FM, Calabar, 
Cross River State, says the sta-
tion was born out of the desire 
to give the people an alternative 
voice; and providing a platform 
for the voiceless people in so-
ciety. The station, which came 
on air early in 2016, is said to 
be already making waves as 
the tourism state’s first private 
radio.

Ugbe, a former gubernatorial 
aspirant, former chief press sec-
retary and special adviser (Me-
dia) to former governor Liyel 
Imoke, former commissioner for 
Informant and later Youth and 
Sports, said he had been in the 
private sector before going into 
the public sector in 2007. Ugbe, 
a broadcaster, said it has been 
his dream to set up a private 
radio station.

“For so long, we’ve not had 
something like this. Hit FM 
came as a breath of fresh air. For 
so long, Cross River people have 
been yearning for something 
like this (a private radio); like it’s 
done in Lagos, Port Harcourt; 
and even our neighbouring 
Akwa Ibom State. As the first 
private radio in the state, it’s 
providing a platform for those 
yearning for change. For them, 
a radio that gives them profes-
sional and modern broadcasting 
techniques, a station that is in-
dependent, a station that stands 
on the truth, the organisation 
that does not ponder to any 
position, but stands on ensuring 
that what it gives to the public is 
the truth. An organisation that 
provides that platform for the 
voiceless of the society, giving 
them an opportunity to have a 
voice, that is what we have done 
with Hit FM. We have done 
our work very professionally. 
We have done it in style. We 
thank our listeners who tune 
in to our programmes daily. 
We thank the taxi drivers, the 
Keke-Napep riders, the govern-
ment people, the opposition, the 
common man on the streets, for 
giving us tremendous support 
within the short period of our 
existence. We promised to keep 
the confidence reposed on us by 
our listeners and numerous ad-
vertisers and the general public,” 

said Ugbe.
He reminisced his expe-

riences in the private sector 
broadcasting with the televi-
sion, before going into public 
sector; stating that, “now I am 
back to where I came from. We 
pride ourselves as best talk, 
best music-on-radio station. 
We don’t just give best music, 
but best talk-on-radio. Our 
programme, Otuetue, has taken 
the station by storm. We have 
public view, tell your story. We 
also have quality programming, 
best sport story, among others. 
We feature the opposition par-
ties as well as the government. 
We have the common man on 
the street come to our station.”

Ugbe said Hit FM is one sta-
tion that covers the whole 
of Cross River State and the 
neighbouring states. “We are 
not afraid of competition. I am 
not disturbed of competition. In 
five years’ time, we want to be in 
the minds of the people. In five 
years’ time, we want to be that 
radio station that will be the 
best in Nigeria; that people can 
rely on. We want to be industry 
leaders, and the best radio sta-
tion in Nigeria.”

 
Residents’ view
Anthony Etim Bassey of 

Calabar South Local Govern-
ment Area: “The coming of Hit 
FM is a big relief to the people 
of the state, who were tired of 

government censorship. Hit 
FM has provided an alternative 
platform for the downtrodden 
to express themselves.”

John Oko of Yala Local Gov-
ernment Area: “I am full of joy 
for the station. The station is the 
first radio station that covers the 
local government areas in its 
programmes.”

Boniface Obi of Ikom Local 
Government Area: “I am happy 
that Hit FM has given us a voice, 
for the first time in the history 
of Cross River State.”

Ewara Ewara of Abi Local 
Government Area: I have no 
doubt in my mind that Hit FM, 
in no distant time, will become 
the number one radio station 
in Nigeria.”

Vitalis Ugoh, a veteran jour-
nalist in Calabar: “The coming 
of Hit FM to Cross River State 
is one of the best things to have 
happened in the tourism in-
dustry. Their programmes are 
tailored towards the people and 
their environment.”

Mike Ogar of Bekwara Lo-
cal Government Area: “Hit FM 
has provided a platform for the 
people of my local government 
area to have a voice, for the first 
time ever, in the history of the 
state.”

Esther Eshiet, a resident of 
Calabar: “Before I used to listen 
to the BBC FM that covers Cala-
bar, but now I listen to Hit FM; 
and I like it.”
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MIKE ABANG, Calabar

…says HIT FM Calabar is provid-
ing platform for the voiceless

W
ith conflict in 
South Sudan 
now entering 
its fourth year 

and its people facing dire 
humanitarian challenges, 
the United Nations refugee 
agency has revised upwards 
its funding requirements for 
2017 to address new needs 
of those who have been 
displaced due to renewed 
fighting, increased violence 
and resulting food insecu-
rity since July last year.

The revised requirements 
now amount to $781.8 
million, including support 
costs (seven per cent), some 
$297.9 million (61 per cent) 
higher than the earlier bud-
get of $483.9 million.

According to the Supple-
mentary Appeal for the 
South Sudan Situation, 
launched by the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), over 
three million people are 
estimated to benefit from 
the agency’s interventions 
by 31 December 2017. These 
numbers do not include lo-
cal populations in host com-
munities who – themselves 
suffering from food inse-
curity and limited access 
to basic social services and 
infrastructure – would also 
benefit from humanitarian 
interventions under the 
agency’s inclusive support 
strategy.

UNHCR interventions 
will focus on increasing 
the integration of refugee 
response programmes with 
comprehensive national 
and regional protection and 
development frameworks; 
enhancing productive and 
coping mechanisms of 
refugee and host commu-
nities; and strengthening 
resilience through partner-
ships and innovative ap-
proaches such as cash-based 
interventions and other 
self-reliance initiatives 
in close cooperation with 
governments, humanitar-
ian and development actors, 
civil society and the private 
sector.

The “planned assisted 
population” by the end of 
2017 is about 3,026,300, 70 
per cent higher than the 
“population of concern” 
identified by UNHCR as 
of 31 October last year 

(1,770,688). The “popula-
tion of concern” included 
more than 1.2 million South 
Sudanese refugees in the 
Central African Republic, 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Sudan and Uganda.

Of the nearly 1.8 mil-
lion internally displaced 
within South Sudan (as of 
November 2016), UNHCR 
interventions focused on 
protection and assistance 
of approximately 240,000 
most vulnerable internally 
displaced persons (as of 
end-October 2016). During 
2017, UNHCR estimates to 
assist up to 830,000 dis-
placed assessed as the most 
vulnerable among the total 
population displaced.

In terms of overall fig-
ures, some 6.1 million South 
Sudanese are estimated to 
be in need of urgent hu-
manitarian assistance.

Additionally, disease, 
protracted instability, esca-
lation of violence and wide-
spread destruction have 
triggered unprecedented 
levels of food insecu-
rity. More than 4.8 million 
people – half the population 
– are severely food insecure 
due to simply being unable 
to bring in the harvest. The 
economic situation, too, 
continues to worsen with 
hyper-inflation at record 
levels of more than 800 per 
cent.

On top of these chal-
lenges, lack of in-country 
infrastructure such as roads 
or viable airfields, as well 
as the long rainy season of 
up to eight months per year 
have rendered South Sudan 
one of the most logistically 
challenging countries in the 
world in which to operate, 
and thus in which to bring 
assistance to those in need.

The breakdown of the 
revised requirements for 
the South Sudan Situa-
tion by country operations 
include: Uganda ($283.8 mil-
lion), South Sudan ($171.7 
million), Ethiopia ($157.7 
million), Sudan ($68 mil-
lion), Kenya ($40.5 million), 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo ($30.3 million) and 
Central African Republic 
($9.8 million). Headquarters 
and Regional Coordination 
amount to $476,251.
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President Trump

Trump and Obama

American voters across the politi-
cal spectrum. 

Thousands have descended on 
Washington to protest Mr Trump’s 
election with an array of demon-
strations.  

Some have vowed to “shut 
down” with inauguration, by at-
tempting to close down 12 security 
checkpoints along the route of the 
inaugural parade. 

Meanwhile a rally a Nigeria to 
show support for Donald Trump 
as he was inaugurated, quickly 
disintegrated into chaos, leaving 
several people injured. The event 
was organised by the Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOD) in Port Har-
court, Rivers State, claiming that it 
backs Trump because he supports 
“Self-governance”.

Prince Emmanuel Kanu, the 
brother of IPOB leader Nnamdi 
Kanu - who has been held by the 
Nigerian government since Octo-
ber 2015 on treason charges - said 
Mr Trump had won their favour 
as he “supports the right to self-
determination”.

In a calmer protest, DCMJ, a 
local pro-marijuana advocacy 
group will be handing out 4,200 
free joints (which is legal under 
Washington law).

The Women’s March, on the 
day after the inauguration, is ex-
pected to attract 200,000 people, 
said the park service, which issues 
permits.

The Secret Service and FBI 
have responded by imposing a 
$100 million “ring of steel” around 
Washington. 

L
ove him or hate him, 
right now, all is in his 
favour as business ty-
coon- turn-politician, 
Donald Trump is sworn 
in as the 45th president 

of the United States of Ameri-
ca, amidst several controversies 
which surrounded him upon his 
victory at the keenly contested 
elections in November 2016.

It was reported that many ce-
lebrities and musicians had turned 
down invitations to perform at the 
event; yet organisers have gone 
out of their way to make the event 
a memorable affair.

The day began for President 
–elect Donald Trump with morn-
ing prayers: Presidents Obama, 
Bush, Reagan, Truman and Roos-
evelt all attended theirs at the St 
John’s Episcopal Church, across 
the street from the White House, 
after which Trump and Obama 
had a brief meeting at the White 
House before travelling together to 
the Capitol for the inauguration in 
front of 1, 600 people.

Dressed in white shirt and 
his trademark red tie, with ankle 
length coat, Trump arrived the 
inauguration venue with his wife, 
Melania who according to reports 
drew inspiration from late FLOTUS 
Jackie Kennedy’s 1961 Inaugural 
look in her blue double-faced 
cashmere mock-turtleneck dress, 
designed by Ralph Lauren and 
paired with matching blue gloves 
and heels.

It is interesting to note that all 
what Trump is taking with him 
to the Oval office is his quick wit, 
and business acumen which has 
made him the oldest and wealthi-
est president in America to ever 
assume office. He is without any 
military or government service 
experience, so for that he will 
have to rely solely on the various 
intelligence reports he would be 
confronted with.

In his inaugural speech, Trump 
was his usual self, as the speech 
itself was like a campaign mes-
sage- not shy of the elite who were 
conspicuously present there, he still 
poured out his usual rhetoric, “From 
this day forward, a new vision will 
govern our land...it’s going to be only 
America first, America first.”

“Every decision on trade, on 
taxes, on immigration, foreign 
affairs will be made to benefit 
American workers and American 
families. We must protect our 
borders from the ravages of other 
countries, making our products, 
stealing our companies and de-
stroying our jobs.”

Trump has vowed to rebuild 
the country, using “American 
hands”.

“American carnage stops right 
here and right now”, as he prom-
ises to strip power away from 
Washington and give it “back to 
the people,” because according to 
him, “Washington has prospered 

but the people have not.”
Just hours before handing 

over the leadership of the United 
States to Donald Trump, Obama 
said in tweets and a video with 
his wife Michelle that they were 
accepting ideas from the public for 
what his new presidential centre 
in Chicago should do going ahead.

“I won’t stop; I’ll be right there 
with you as a citizen, inspired 

by your voices of truth and jus-
tice, good humour, and love,” he 
tweeted.

In the video, Michelle said that 
the first order of business for the 
Obamas as private citizens would 
be to “take a little break.”

According to the UK Telegraph, 
on Thursday it was reported that 
ten wild mustang horses, which 
had been tamed and trained in a 

Kansas prison, are to take part in 
the parade from the US capitol to 
the White House. 

Dexter Hedrick who leads the 
prison horse training program, 
said the inmates are “taking great 
pride in knowing that they con-
tributed to something so mean-
ingful”. 

Mr Trump’s election victo-
ry has inflamed the passions of 

MABEL DIMMA

…insists it is America first!
...FEC must hear this – Lai Mohamed



C
ritics say that noth-
ing much has hap-
pened in Abia since 
the governor took 
over power. What is 

your reaction to that allegation? 
From every perspective, I can 

say that Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu is 
the best leader for the present 
hour in Abia State. At the time 
when resources are going deeply 
south; at a time when financial 
discipline is becoming a vice, 
Dr. Okezie Ikpeazu has since hit 
the ground running. He began 
the business of governance as 
soon as he was sworn into office. 
You will recall that he took over 
office on May 29, 2015 and con-
sidering the geo-political area of 
our place and weather, it was a 
rainy season, he didn’t wait for 
the dry season. It was from him 
that I learnt that there are nine 
(9) tunnels under Aba. That the 
reason why Aba has remained 
a pool of water is because those 
nine tunnels (not culverts) had 
been blocked. Those tunnels 
were supposed to take care of the 
perennial problem of flooding 
in the city. The flooding would 
never stop until this thing was 
corrected. What he did was to 
dredge Aba River, because these 
tunnels were supposed to empty 
water into the Aba River, but 
over time silt has covered the 
River that it became impossible 
for the water to move out. So 
he first of all dredged the River 
to open up the tunnels;. These 
tunnels were also filled by all 
manner of polythene.

Now, the entire Aba from 
May 29 has remained a whole 
construction site. There’s what is 
called the urban renewal – it has 
never stopped working. So, for 
somebody to say Okezie Ikpeazu 
is not working, well it depends 
on what perspective. It is either 
that the person is eternally blind 
or simply refused to appreciate 
what is good. I challenge such a 
person to get into Aba. In fact, 
in the words of the governor, ‘if 
we get Aba right, we’re going to 
get Abia right.’ For the first time, 
here’s a man who is a celebrity – 
he’s cerebrally endowed; a man 
who had made his PhD in the 
sciences at the age of 30.  Here’s 
also a man, who, in his humility, 
has never lost touch with the 
people - the masses. You need 
to hear him speak. If it is in the 
academia, he will dust you; if 
also in everyday knowledge, 
Okezie will also dust you. He 
knows the problem of Abia; he 
does not need to be told and he 
is responding to the problems. 
When we talk about building 
roads, he said there’s nothing 
fantastic about building roads, 
we must go beyond that.

What he said is ‘Everywhere 
we are going to build road, there 
must be a drainage and light.’ For 
a man who has thought in that 
direction, and for every road he 
is building or reconstructing, 
there’s drainage and light there.

Well, critics must always say 
something. He has never lost 
focus. It is not true that after the 
Supreme Court judgment he re-
laxed. He has never relented. If 
there’s anything, that judgment 
is a supreme confirmation that 
he is indeed governor of Abia 
State; then he has moved on. In 
fact, on the December 31st last 
year when the Appeal Court 
gave its judgment, the next day 
Okezie was out inspecting proj-
ects. So, why must he relax now? 
His service is unto God, not unto 
man. He recognises himself as a 
tool being used by God to serve 
the people of Abia State at this 
point in time. 

It is said that the efforts to re-
build the popular Ariaria Mar-
ket has been controversial as 
there appear to be people who 
are hostile towards the project. 
What is really happening? 

I want to say this, it is said 
that madness is doing the same 
thing all over again and ex-
pecting a different result. The 
case of Ariaria International 
Market is a case of an elephant 
that is unease. Over the years 
whether it is Akwa Ibom, Riv-
ers State, even Imo State, Aba 
has always been the hub of the 
West African market. It is not 
by accident. These individuals 
opposing this new innovation 
are those who remain in the 
past. The market as it is cannot 
function any longer; and for it to 
function, it has to be opened up. 
So, certain individuals who are 
deriving some forms of benefits 
from the disorder want to cripple 
the system; they do not want a 
larger percentage of people to 
benefit. The moment we open 
up Ariaria, business will open 
up and no matter the stronghold 
they have, they’re going to lose 
it. These people want to stop 
the project – they want to stop 
the will of Abia people. These 
are sponsored groups. These are 
market groups who are keeping 
the Ariaria on its knees. Several 
meetings have been held; discus-
sions have taken place; series 
of meetings have taken place 
and they are still saying that 
old system must continue. Why 
must a few people trample upon 
the interest of large populace of 
Abia State? It cannot be done. 
For the first time, I stand to be 
corrected, the leadership of Abia 
State headed by Okezie Ikpeazu 
has the political will to advance 

the progress of Abia State and if 
anybody thinks that this system 
will simply sit back and allow the 
state to be overrun, it’s going to 
be very difficult. Abia State gov-
ernment can never be cowed.

Like the late Tai Solarin said, 
the road is outrageously rough. 
The team in Abia had anticipated 
this and had marshaled out a 
game plan. There’s only one 
focus- the progress of Abia State 
from which our own success can 
be derived. They could try, but 
they will not succeed. They will 
simply fizzle out. 

Do you think that the ghost 
of the immediate past adminis-
tration in Abia is still haunting 
the Okezie Ikpeazu-adminis-
tration? Some critics say that 
whatever problem the current 
administration in the state is 
contending with is because of 
the process that brought the 
governor into office? 

Well, let me say this, in ad-
ministration you readily inherit 
both assets and liabilities. And 
there has to be some measure of 
creativity to address the realities 
on ground. Let me give you an 
example. A typical example was 
the first bailout fund given to 
states to pay up backlog of sala-
ries. What did the governor do?

Other states’ governors sat 
back and said, we’re going to 
use this; we’re going to use that. 
What the Abia State governor 
did was to set up a committee 
that involved every interested 
party. They all came together 

to decide on how the money 
was going to be used. That’s 
why today, everybody will tell 
you that Abia used their money 
judiciously – for the purpose it 
was meant for. So, the case of in-
herited staff and personal aides 
from the previous administra-
tion; and allegation of loitering, 
there will always be accusation 
and counter accusation. You see, 
whenever there is a change of 
government, there must be gain-
ers, there will be losers.

It depends on who anybody 
is listening to. In this case, there 
must be labor loss. There’s a staff 
audit that has been done and it 
is continuous. There has to be 
a scientific method of knowing 
how many people are actually 
the staff of Abia State govern-
ment. But I think those are issues 
of time. Time will take care of 
those things; they will be sorted 
out. Remember that government 
is a continuous process. The sys-
tem will soon sort itself out. But 
if someone is in the Government 
House, the system must be sure 
such a person is on its pay roll 
and must be paid. I think, so far, 
whatever that may have been 
the liability, we have been able 
to manage that very well.

 
Issue of compensation on 

affected buildings during road 
construction in the state has 
continued to attract comments. 
What is government doing in 
that regard? 

The government of Okezie 
Ikpeazu has always said that if 

‘Ikpeazu has the political will to advance the progress of Abia’

you have proof of approval of 
building in a particular place, 
compensation must be paid. But 
when many individuals would 
callously build on walkways and 
drainages and expect compensa-
tion to the paid, if you ask me of 
my personal view, not just as a 
member of the Exco, I would say 
that such individuals must be 
made to pay the state and then 
face prosecution.

There are some areas in Aba, 
people will build three four sto-
rey buildings on top of drainages. 
They will block the drainage 
and build schools on top of such 
drainage. Of course, such struc-
tures were demolished because 
ab initio they never got an ap-
proval for such buildings.

So, these are the people who 
are trading on illegality and 
there are rules, and laws that 
guide construction of building. 
Those who are claiming that 
they have approval for building 
on drainage should bring those 
who gave the approval. Such 
people should not only have 
their buildings demolished, they 
should be taken to court and 
tried for obstructing traffic all 
these years.

In fact, most problems we 
have in Aba are man-made. So, 
people should simply obey the 
rules. There are some people 
who have approval for residen-
tial buildings, but they went 
and built filling stations in such 
areas. There are rules, and these 
rules were not made by Okezie 
Ikpeazu.
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Osita Igbe
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Osita Igbe, Abia State commissioner for Housing, in this interview with ZEBULON AGOMUO spoke on the efforts of 
the Okezie Ikpeazu-led administration to deliver the democracy dividends to the people. The former majority leader 
in the Abia State House of Assembly (1999-2003) also re-emphasised government’s determination to change the 
face of Aba, the commercial nerve centre of the state and other parts of the state, in no time at all. Excerpts:
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I
t was a big drama last Friday 
at  I b o g u n  O l a g u n  v i l l a g e 
lo cate d s omewhere in Ifo 
Local Government Area of 
Ogun State and the onlook-
ers ,  including journalists 

were amaze d when the private 
jet of former President Goodluck 
Jonathan touched ground at the 
remote area looking for ex-Pres-
i d e n t  O l u s e g u n  O b a s a n j o  w h o 
just arrived from his visit to his 
e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  m e mb e r s  a n d 
people at his paternal village. 

Fo r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  O b a s a n j o , 
in his characteristic manner had 
informed his aides and some jour-
nalists  of  his  intending v isit  to 
Ibogun Olagun village that Friday 
morning as part of his preparation 
for his supposedly 80-year birth-
day later in March, but the sudden 
hovering of a chopper around the 
remote vil lage arous e d p e ople’s 
interests  which prompte d them 
to witness the landing of the jet, 
but surprisingly former President 
G o o d l u c k  J o n a t h a n  a n d  s o m e 
aides ,  including Kabiru Turaki , 
former Minister of Special Duties, 
alighted. 

As if ex-President Obasanjo had 
b e en informe d, he was on hand 
t o  w e l c o m e  J o n at h a n  w h o  w a s 
clad in typical cream colour Ijaw 
outfit  and a  black hat ,  walking 
straight to ex-President Obasanjo 
who instantly conducted him and 
his aides round the small village 
before they embarked on a closed-
door talks. Journalists and some 
security aides were not allowed in. 

In fact, the meeting according 
to some information gathered was 
not meant for media coverage, but 
Kabiru Turaki ,  former Minister 
under Jonathan’s administration 
was quick to have directed secu-
rity aides to bar journalists, say-
ing if you don’t allow journalists 
to observe the proceedings, social 
media would be awash with un-
true stories, even though former 
President Jonathan did not speak 
with journalists after the closed 
door meeting which lasted about 
one and half hours. 

A f t e r  t h e  m e e t i n g  J o n at h a n 
avoide d to sp eak with the press 
which prompted the former Min-
ister of Special Duties to inform 
crew of waiting journalists that 
the visit and closed door meeting 
between Jonathan and Obasanjo 
b egan last  year when Jonathan 
kicked off visit to former Heads of 
State and President of Nigeria as 
he had gone to visit former Presi-
dent Ibrahim Babangida, ex-Head 
of State,  Ab dulsalami Abubakar 

and others during last  year Eid 
Kabir in Minna, explaining that 
the visit was scheduled during last 
Christmas but that due to s ome 
unforeseen circumstances it was 
not possible. 

But, a source at the meeting dis-
closed that the former President 
Jonathan came to “Baba Obasanjo 
at  his  v i l lage  to  mend p ol it ical 
fences and beg the former Presi-
dent not to scold him on the pages 
of papers or in the media again, 
but should always mentor him and 
tell him one-on-one whenever he 
thinks he is going astray.” 

Obasanjo, addressing journalists 
in his characteristic manner which 
suggests a father that has begun 
to forgive his erring child,  said: 
“The first point I want to make is 
to thank you very sincerely and 
most sincerely for taking it upon 
yourself to pay us a visit at this 
point in time and at this location.  

“Secondly, since you left office, 
you hardly have time to sit down 
and relax like you have been able 

to do today and I hope, I sincerely 
h o p e  a n d  p r a y  f o r  m o r e  s u c h 
relaxe d situation where we can 
reminiscence situations of the past 
that we have been through in this 
country and we can also look at 
what the future portends.”

While playing down on the pur-
ported mistakes Jonathan and his 
aides may have committed when 
t h e y  w e re  i n  p o w e r,  O b a s a n j o 
said that was the time of a little 
ignorance, adding: “When leaders 
come, they have little or no expe-
rienc e,  when they have to go is 
when they have really amassed a 
lot of experience, where they have 
wisdom, they are experience to be 
in high demand, those like you and 
me who have the grace of God to 
bow out gracefully if there is now 
what I  call  c onstitutional offic e 
we have residual responsibilities 
for Nigeria. 

“I believe that not only Nigeria, 
West Africa and Africa and indeed 
the world will continue to tap into 
our experiences, our wisdom and I 

hope and pray that when the call is 
made to you, you will be more than 
ready to put your experience, the 
lessons you have learnt into the 
service of this country, for African 
and indeed for humanity in gen-
eral. I have said to you before and I 
will say again that there are plenty 
of opportunities out there, within 
the country, within West Africa, 
within African and indeed in the 
larger world where p e ople wil l 
want you to make contributions.” 

Ac c ording to Obasanjo,  “ I  b e-
lieve that you are resting now and 
when you have fully rested and 
you will be hearing from me be-
cause I have this opportunity to be 
around the world and if I mention 
your name in dispatch.”

Speaking on Nigeria as a country 
that has brighter future, Obasanjo 
said: ”I want to say that we have it, 
Nigeria is a good country and we 
must never be tired of lifting the 
country up to the height that God 
has created it to be and God did 
not make a mistake when he put 
all of us together and if He doesn’t 
want us to be together no power in 
the world will have made us come 
together. 

“My regards  to  everyb o dy at 
home, especially your wife, please 
tell her that my wife sends her re-
gards and I hope sooner or later we 
will be on your part of the world 
to enjoy the atmosphere together. 
I want to thank you on behalf of 
everyone here in this village.”

Jonathan moves to reconcile with 
Obasanjo, holds closed-door talks

Wike and Peterside

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 

“Baba Obasanjo at his village to mend political 
fences and beg the former President not to scold 
him on the pages of papers or in the media again, 
but should always mentor him and tell him one-

on-one whenever he thinks he is going astray.” 
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InsIde Aso Rock
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come fix  it. So on Wednesday, 
the Federal Executive council 
meeting was canceled with 
some members still in the 
dark. on a normal day, the 
FEc consists of all ministers, 
the head of Service, the Sec-
retary to the government of 
the Federation whose office 
runs as the secretariat for FEc, 
the chief of Staff, Permanent 
secretary of the Presidential 
Villa, Presidential aides of both 
the President and the Vice 
President, among others.

Why am i giving you this 
long list of those who attend 
FEc? on Wednesday a short 
drama occurred and it left i 
and other reporters bewil-
dered. You see, FEc had been 
cancelled and probably the 
ministers received texts to 
that effect but the presidential 
aides who are those you can 
classify as in-house had no 
information to that effect.

like my colleagues, i ar-
rived the aso rock along-
side principal aides of the 
President, all rushing into the 
council chambers where i was 
expecting to get some on the 
side materials for my column 
or reactions from the previous 
day’s sad event when a friend 
tipped that the meeting had 
been shelved. So, i in turn told 
one of the ‘ogas’ at the top that 
the meeting had been shelved 
and he said no “i still got the 
text reminding me to attend 
the meeting last night”. Well, 
he sent his aide to confirm. So 
we stood along the corridor 
waiting for those who will 
show up. the comptroller-
general of customs who ob-
viously had a presentation to 
make hurried into the council 
chambers and probably met it 
empty. he came out clutching 
his files and so did some others. 
Funny enough, even the Presi-
dent’s media aides were also 
not aware of the cancellation 
as they too rushed to beat the 
time for the meeting and met 
an empty hall.

i am sure your mind is al-
ready buzzing with questions 
as did mine. Who is in charge 
of circulating such informa-
tion, if they too have no idea 
who will tell the rest of us? as 
i write this, i am still thinking 
aloud. is the kitchen cabinet 
drama returning, have they 
started the protective thing 
again? Please don’t ask me yet. i 
am hurrying away too, to keep 
watch and report the acting 
President.

and had written to the na-
tional assembly but was obvi-
ously trying to hold off until 
Vice President Yemi osinbajo 
arrived from Davos, Switzer-
land, where he was attending 
the World Economic Forum.

the letter read on the floor 
of the Senate during plenary 
said the President had written 
to inform them that he was 
proceeding on leave between 
23rd January and February 
6th, 2017.

it was obvious the presi-
dent was either too tired or 
whatever was wrong just 
couldn’t wait till Monday the 
23rd.

once again, nigerians felt 
some trepidation at the news 
of another vacation and the 
suddenness with which the 
President left. it raised some 
concerns. Since President 
Musa Yar’adua’s episode (may 
his soul rest in Peace), once 
we hear vacation and medi-
cal check-up go together in a 
statement we panic and pray 
that nigeria never returns to 
those days. Do you know that 
we waited to receive the visu-
als of the President’s departure 
just to be sure? i heard at the 
airport he joked that we will 
say he was wheeled into the 
plane. Forgive us for being too 
concerned Mr. President.

on Sunday the President 
alongside the Vice President 
laid wreaths and paid their re-
spect to nigeria’s fallen heroes 
at the 2017 armed Forces

remembrance Day. the 
event which used to be a photo 
event, for the last two years 
has seen the President ad-
dressing different command of 
troops in the field. according 
to in-house staff, the event 
could have further worn him 
out with all the drama that was 
also going on in the gambia.

Well, are we really discuss-
ing buhari’s’ health? Definitely 
not, he is human and suscep-
tible to weakness, tiredness, 
sickness and vacations if he 
so pleases.

Unfortunately, nigeria is in 
dire need of help herself with 
so much going on with the 
economy and all. the country 
seems on a standstill with infla-
tion spiraling to 18.55percent 
and by extension affecting 
consumer prices on all sides. 
Just so you know the least of 
items like the anti-malarial 
medication has increased by 
over a 100 percent. in terms of 
economic policy, analysts say 
the buhari-led administration 
is still grappling and yet to get 
it right. So you see, the country 
more  than ever needs help too. 
can there ever be a better time 
for a vacation? i doubt that.

according to Presidential 
media aide, Femi adesina, 
there is nothing to worry 
about, the President will be 
back in a total of 16 days, the 
funny thing is nigeria will 
still be here waiting for him to 

An empty emotional 
week at Aso Rock

LG polls: We will not use 
card reader, says OYSIEC

t
he oyo State inde-
pendent Electoral 
commission (oY-
SiEc) has declared 
that it would not 

make use of card readers dur-
ing the February 11 local gov-
ernment election in the state.

chairman of the commis-
sion, Jide ajekigbe, who dis-
closed this  when he briefed 
journalists, said local govern-
ment law has not yet recog-
nised the use of card readers, 
hence, the commission will 
not make use of it to avoid un-
necessary problems.

”We want to avoid un-
necessary problems and ques-
tions during the election, i 
don’t want a situation where 

someone will be mentioning 
my name and saying his or her 
fingers were not captured and 
all that,” he said.

ajekigbe, while fielding 
questions from journalists on 
the amended timetable of the 
election and the preparation 
of the commission for the elec-
tion, said the commission was 
ready to conduct free and fair 
election in the 4783 polling 
booths and 5620 polling points 
in all the 33 lgs and 35 lcDas 
in the state.

the commission also said 
with the assistance of the secu-
rity agents, would restrict hu-
man and vehicular movement 
during the election period. 

“on the day of election, 
there will be restriction of 
movement for that day, we 
want our people to stay in-

l
ast week was curi-
ously empty and quiet 
at aso rock with little 
or no activities, not 

even state visitors. President 
Muhammadu buhari was 
hardly in the office for most of 
the week. in fact, he received 
those who came to see him 
at home.

We were kept in the dark 
by the presence of his backup 
cars and the ambulance which 
we are now used to. on a nor-
mal day, to tell if the President 
is in the office, all you had to do 
is look out for the ambulance. 
it is a part of his daily convoy 
and once it is stationed (it has 
its own special parking lot) we 
know the President is in and 
when it leaves (mostly around 
4pm) we understand that he 
has closed for the day.

this week the place was 
a ghost town. Everyone com-
plained and talked about it in 
hush tones. Journalists waited 
in futility for who to interview 
as is usually the case when 
the President has no event, 
no one came, only aso rock 
staffers going back and forth 
doing their jobs. and then di-
saster struck on tuesday with 
the bombing of an internally 
Displaced Persons (iDPs) camp 
in rann, borno State. the un-
fortunate incident occurred 
at about 9am and changed 
the course of the day and the 
entire week too. it made an 
empty week at the aso rock 
even emptier. on Monday, it 
was the bombing of a mosque 
at the University of Maiduguri, 
where a professor was among 
five others that were killed.

Unfortunately, it was a 
week to deal with some un-
settling emotional incidences. 
could this have also weighed 
down Mr. President?

the question hung in the 
air. Where was our President 
and if he was in the office how 
come nothing was happening? 
no guests and no events?

Well, naturally, i started to 
nose around. Most of the close 
staff are gradually becoming 
schooled, maybe intimidated, 
to always say all is well and 
leave it at that. in fact some-
one gave off that most of the 
President’s activities for the 
week were private and others 
had been moved to next week 
as he was still devastated fol-
lowing the accidental bombing 
incidence in borno.

Well, another official of-
fered that the President was 
being over-stressed, consider-
ing his age. he didn’t need to 
tell me that our President was 
under the weather. i jokingly 
added that he signed for it and 
so it was not a matter of age. 
We laughed and agreed that it 
may just be age. at 74, the issue 
of his age will always come to 
play, naturally.

on thursday, we all woke 
to the reality. the President 
was going away for 10 days 

doors and come and vote dur-
ing the election hours”.  

ajekigbe said despite the 
economic challenges in the 
country, the commission is 
confident that it will conduct 
the election without any fi-
nancial challenges. 

“however, it is important 
to stress that oyo State as 
a member of the nigerian 
community cannot be insu-
lated from the adverse con-
sequences of the global Eco-
nomic crisis. We therefore 
wish to assure all stakehold-
ers and citizens that these 
situations will not in any way 
affect the conduct of free, fair 
and credible elections. 

the commission, he point-
ed out, has been taking neces-
sary steps towards a successful 
and credible election, adding: 
“We have met with the lead-
ers of the political parties, 
non-governmental organisa-
tions like national orientation 
agency and State Security 
Services, nigeria Security and 
civil Defence corps.

“the commission has also 
gone round the thirty-three 
(33) local government ar-
eas and thirty-five (35) local 
council Development areas 
(lcDas) to inspect oyo State 
independent electoral com-
mission offices and ascertain 
their level of preparedness 
toward ensuring a free, fair 
and credible poll”.

a
ll Progressives 
c o n g r e s s 
( a P c ) ,  t h e 
major party 

in opposition in riv-
ers State appears to be 
fighting battle on two 
fronts – the first battle 
is quite obvious – the 
party has been fight-
ing for recognition in a 
strong People’s Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) state 
for about two years 
now – and may con-
tinue to fight till 2019.

but the second battle 
is self-imposed – or so 
it seems.  the party ap-
pears to be sharply di-
vided over who to put 
forward as the Minority 
leader among its two 
elected lawmakers in 
the rivers house of as-
sembly (riVha) – ben-
ibo Frederick alabraba 
and Josiah Worlu.

Sadly, the party has 
been largely reticent on 

the issue, without issuing 
any statement yet. this 
has left kinsmen from 
the two lawmakers’ con-
stituencies flexing mus-
cles around; with each 
group clamouring for 
their own representative 
(lawmaker) to be made 
the Minority leader at 
riVha.

it was reliably gath-
ered that during the 
riVha voting to elect 
house leaders, among 
them a Minority leader, 
between benibo Fred-
erick alabraba from 
akuku-toru state con-
stituency in rivers 
West senatorial dis-
trict and Josiah Worlu, 
who comes from rivers 
East senatorial district. 
While alabraba was 
said to have polled 15 
votes, Worlu garnered 
eight. but since then, it 
has allegedly been dif-
ficult to duly swear-in 
alabraba as the Minor-
ity leader; as feelers are 
emerging that Worlu 

Crisis rocks rivers ApC over Assembly 
minority leadership seat

Ben eGUZoZie
may finally be made the 
Minority leader, for yet 
unknown reasons.

last thursday, differ-
ent groups from benibo’s 
constituency under the 
auspices of: aPc river-
ine communities, ocea-
nia communities, aPc 
aKUlga stakeholders 
group, rivers West sena-
torial district stakehold-
ers, ijaw support group, 
among many others, 
briefed newsmen in Port 
harcourt, in which they 
variously advocated for 
the recognition of al-
abraba as the authen-
tic Minority leader at 
riVha.

according to the 
groups, alabraba is the 
only aPc elected law-
maker from the entire 
rivers West senatorial 
district. ibiso Delohari, 
leader of the ijaw sup-
port group, said, they 
were rightly demanding 
for what belongs to them 
– a Minority leader of 
ijaw stock.
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L
egislative activities in the 
House of Representatives 
have commenced in ear-
nest after about two weeks 

Christmas and New Year recess. 
While setting the agenda for the 
next six months, Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara admitted that ‘great chal-
lenges’ are ahead, hence, called for 
renewed determination and faith 
that things shall surely get better 
with God on our side.

One of the greatest challenges 
which had rocked the National As-
sembly was the ‘budget-padding 
scandal’ but the issue is expected 
to be put to rest going by the as-
surances from the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives himself, 
Rt. Hon. Yakubu Dogara, who 
promised to ensure that the “that 
the procedure and process of con-
sideration and passage of the 2017 
budget is transparent, inclusive 
and professionally handled. The 
details of the budget should be 
debated and passed in plenary to 
avoid those needless pitfalls that 
normally characterise the budget 
process.”

This starts with the herculean 
task of the pending 2017 Appro-
priation bill, which is expected to 
provide measures to exit Nigeria 
out of recession. The Speaker also 
emphasised the need to critically 
look into the fiscal and monetary 
policies, stressing that “the recent 
fiscal measures including import 
prohibition of certain items and 
the increase or decrease of tariff 

on some items should receive 
appropriate legislative scrutiny 
to ensure that the economy and 
the interests of our people are 
protected. We must ensure that 
we take no prisoners in accom-
plishing this task.”

He also expressed optimism 
that the N7.298 trillion proposed 
by Mr. President when worked on 
assiduously and conscientiously 
will give Nigerians ”a budget that 
will not only lift us out of reces-
sion but kick-start the needed 
expeditious journey into Nigeria’s 
prosperity.

Mr. Speaker also assured all 
Nigerians that critical bills that 
would stimulate and streamline 
our economy would be passed by 
the House this ear before active 
politicking starts. These include: 
Public Procurement Act amend-
ment, Federal Competition Bill, 
Petroleum Industry bill, etc will 
receive expeditious consider-
ation. Important Bills on Constitu-
tion alteration and Amendment 
to the Electoral Act also deserve 
expeditious consideration and 
passage.

On the other hand, the Speaker 
expressed deep concern over the 
recent spate of impeachment of 
Speakers of Houses of Assembly 
of States.

While acknowledging the con-
stitutional right of the legislature 
to conduct its internal affairs 
including the right to hire and 
fire its leadership, Speaker Dogara 

picked holed over external influ-
ences leading to indiscriminate 
removal of the Assembly’s leader-
ship devoid of extant procedure. 
Like the prophet of old, he alluded 
to the fact that such development, 
portends great danger to the na-
tion’s democracy.

The excerpts of Speaker Dog-
ara’s statement on the insecurity 
across the country read: “It was 
the year in which our dear coun-
try eventually slipped into reces-
sion resulting in grievous social 
stress for the citizenry; it was also 
the year in which terrorism in 
the North East, militancy in the 
South South, the despicable phe-
nomenon of kidnapping as well as 
the flash of agitations bared their 
murderous fangs - visiting death, 
pain and anguish on the popu-
lace. In all these, it is gratifying 
to note that the fundamentals of 
nationhood remain strong, robust 
and promising. We commend the 
gallantry, ingenuity and profes-
sionalism of our armed forces and 
security agencies, the political 
will of the Buhari led government 
and the unbending resilience of 
the Nigerian people.

Many developments in the 
polity require legislative and 
executive responses. It was dur-
ing this break that our citizens 
woke up to heart-warming and 
cheering news when the mili-
tary authorities declared they 
had captured the most strategic 
major stronghold held by Boko 

Haram terrorists. While we ap-
plaud them for their sacrifices and 
commitment that resulted in this 
military triumph, we must hasten 
to add that the war against terror-
ism is still on, our citizens must 
remain vigilant against targeting 
of soft targets by fleeing terrorists 
as they attempt to terrorize the 
populace.

“There has also been outbreak 
of violence resulting in wanton 
killings and destruction of proper-
ties in Southern Kaduna, Birnin 
Gwani, parts of Zamfara State. 
Same was the order in Benue, 
Plateau and some other. Before 
we went on break, this House by 
Resolution mandated the Leader-
ship to meet with Mr. President 
on the challenges posed by these 
senseless killings. Having met 
with Mr. President, I am happy 
to report that I am satisfied with 
the response of the President on 
these matters. I share the view 
that finding solutions to these 
crises must not be left to Kaduna 
State Government alone or Mr. 
President. An enduring solution 
can only be attained if all of 
us -  all Nigerians regardless of 
ethnic groupings - northerners, 
southerners, Christians,

Muslims, politicians, the apo-
litical, traditional rulers and 
religious leaders accept the fact 
that we are responsible and rise 
to confront and rid our commu-
nities of these evils. On the part 
of Government, I’m more than 

hopeful that the effect of the 
presidential intervention, par-
ticularly in the Southern Kaduna 
crisis will soon be felt. We must 
make it abundantly clear that no 
matter the level of grievance, no 
individual or group of individuals 
have the right to kill innocent 
citizens or to take up arms against 
the nation state. Nigeria’s worst 
enemies are these hate mongers 
and merchants of death who seek 
to turn this nation into the primi-
tive state which in the words of 
British born Philosopher, Thomas 
Hobbes, in his famous work, Le-
viathan, is a state of, “continual 
fear and danger of violent death: 
and the life of man; solitary, poor, 
nasty, brutish and short”.  For 
our nation to make true progress, 
these enemies of the state, just 
like Boko haram members, must 
be crushed,” Mr. Speaker passion-
ately urged President Buhari and 
his cabinet.

‘Great challenges’ ahead

AssemblyWatch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

T
he importance of ser-
geant-at-arms (SAA) 
in any legislature can-
not be overemphasised. 

From the United States of Amer-
ica, Greece, Australia, New Zea-
land, India, South Africa, Ghana, 
Canada to Nigeria, the functions 
of sergeants-at-arms remain the 
same: they are senior officers 
of parliament responsible for 
security, housekeeping and 
ceremonial duties. They carry 
the mace which is the symbol 
of authority of the legislative 
body (federal,  state or local 
government) when leading the 
procession to the Chamber dur-
ing sitting days.

But what could make ser-
geant-at-arms seize the Na-
tional Assembly identity card 
of a correspondent for no just 
cause? This was my ordeal in 
the hands of two sergeants-at-
arms recently.

It all started after a sergeant-
at-arms asked me to produce my 

National Assembly ID card at 
the main entrance leading to the 
lobby of the National Assembly.

I  b e came unc omfortable 
after he held the card longer 
than necessary but I kept calm 
and asked him jokingly if it 
was a fake ID card.  At this 
point, he flared up and said my 
card had expired. What started 
like a child’s play turned to a 
handshake that crossed the 
elbow when to my surprise, 
he gave the card to another of 
his colleague who also ‘con-
firmed’ it.

“Sir, your ID card has since 
expired; since August 3rd, 2016 
and you are not allowed to enter 
this building until you renew 
it”, one of the sergeants-at-arms 
told me.

My defence that the National 
Assembly Management was yet 
to issue new ID cards to National 
Assembly correspondents fell 
on deaf ears,  as they insisted 
that I should have gone to Man-
agement to ask for a new card. 

Ironically, other colleagues 
with the expired card were al-
ready at the Senate Press Centre, 
as I made a phone call to one of 
them to salvage the situation. 
Explanations that it was a con-
vention for the management to 
allow journalists use expired 
ID cards pending the release of 
new ones did not yield any posi-
tive result. This infuriated them. 
The two sergeants-at-arms were 

mad at us for daring to teach 
them their job. One of them 
threatened to deal mercilessly 
with us if we failed to leave the 
premises.

In order not to cause a stir, 
we decided to leave the scene. 
Unfortunately, the incident 
happened on a Friday and that 
meant the issue won’t be re-
solved till Monday. The impli-
cation of not having an ID card 
into the premises of the parlia-
ment is better imagined than 
experienced. It’s like entering 
a foreign country without the 
necessary papers. You will not 
only be subjected to embar-
rassment but deported to your 
country.

And being a Friday, I had to 
wait till Monday for the issue to 
be resolved. It was at this point 
colleagues relayed stories of 
their excruciating experiences 
to me, including those in similar 
circumstances only to return 
the following week and were 
told that their ID card had been 
‘misplaced’.

After I got to the office and 
explained to my counterpart in 
the House of Representatives 
Kehinde  Akintola, he imme-
diately put a phone call to the 
National Assembly Director of 
Information and Publications, 
Ishaku Dibal who promised to 
ensure speedy release of the 
card first thing on Monday. 
True to his words, the card was 

released but not before I was 
subjected to ‘interrogation’ by 
one of the ‘Ogas’ at the Sergeant-
at-arms office, simply called 
Kabiru.

When I told him my own 
side of the story, he apologised 
and pleaded with me not to 
confront his subordinates upon 
the release of my ID card. He 
then explained what may have 
led his colleague seizing my 
card. According to him, the 
harsh economic situation has 
led to serious hunger amongst 
Sergeants-at-arms and other 
security agents in the National 
Assembly. This, he added, has 
led to drastic reduction of ‘free 
money’ doled out to them by 
Distinguished Senators and 
Honourable Members in previ-
ous assemblies.

With lawmakers  yet  to 
recover the funds spent on 
campaigns in the 2015 general 
elections, no amount of praise-
singing would make them re-
lease money, in the midst of 
economic recession. The most 
common excuse is that “Buhari 
has made things difficult”.

Kabiru informed me that 
frustration from this and the 
fact that journalists covering 
the parliament are not ‘sympa-
thetic’ to their plight by tipping 
them once in a while to make 
up for the lost ground may 
have been responsible for my 
ordeal. He also admitted that 

no security officer is authorised 
to seize expired identity card in 
the National Assembly Complex 
when the expired ones have 
not been replaced. My findings 
also revealed that scarcity of 
funds made it difficult for the 
Management to commence 
printing and issuing of new 
ones. However, Management 
commenced revalidation of ID 
cards on Monday last week and 
the system packed up same day.

I also learnt a hard lesson 
never to release my ID card to 
security agents in such institu-
tions under the guise of check-
ing for my true identity but 
instead hang it on my neck to 
avoid embarrassment.

With the economic crisis hit-
ting hard on everyone irrespec-
tive of their political, ethnic and 
religious affiliations, Nigerians 
are inventing dubious means of 
survival. The National Assem-
bly lobby, New Senate Building 
and ATM points at the complex 
are filled with professional beg-
gars who approach every Tom, 
Dick and Harry, for help.

However, security agents 
who vent their anger on jour-
nalists for not settling them fail 
to realise that we too are hit by 
recession. The depreciation of 
naira to the dollar also implies 
that no one is exempted from 
the high inflation rate, which 
rose to 18.55percent by Decem-
ber 2016.

My encounter with sergeants-at-arms
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Last week, the Bring Back Our Girls 
(BBOG) campaigners took its activ-
ism to another level. Its leadership 

allowed itself to be cajoled and ferried to 
the once dreaded Sambisa Forest on a “come 
and see for yourself” expedition. Whatever 
purpose the visit was expected to serve is 
yet to be clear to many Nigerians. 

The worrisome aspect of the exercise is 
that there seems to be over-dramatisation 
of the abducted Chibok Girls’ issue by 
government. A lot of stories are being told 
about the fight against the insurgents. Some 
die-hard critics still believe that govern-
ment is being economical with the truth 
on the subject matter. 

While it is germane to commend the 
soldiers who hazard their lives to prosecute 
the war against the insurgents, the idea of 
government going to Sambisa forest with 

Mat t h e w  H a s s a n  K u k a h ,  t h e 
f iery Kaduna-b orn cleric ,  is 
also the current Bishop of the 

Roman Catholic Diocese of Sokoto. He 
may have given up on Nigeria’s future. 
Kukah has been a die-hard believer 
in the indivisibility of Nigeria. He has 
traversed the length and breadth of the 
country, preaching the gospel of unity 
in diversity. 

Although an ordained minister of the 
gospel, Kukah is well versed in secular 
issues also and commands a lot of respect 
from people of different religious and 
ethnic persuasions. The cleric recently 
voiced out his frustration about his fa-
therland. He could not understand why 
all the prayer and fasting sessions, and 
other interventions from various quar-
ters to keep Nigeria one, have yielded no 
profitable fruit. 

“As a Nigerian and a citizen, I have 
always been an incurable optimist. But 
I have never been as unsure about the 
future of this country [Nigeria] as I am 
now,” Kukah said recently at a public 
function.

According to him, “People say they 
are killing for religion, but intentions 
are not enough. As it is, we may never 
be able to prosecute anybody because we 
have not been able to separate criminal-
ity from religion. In Nigeria, we have a 
feeling that somehow, people can genu-
inely kill in the name of religion.”

“I think that unless Nigeria as a coun-
try is prepared to make laws and ensure 
that all citizens live by same and be an-
swerable by the same law, what we are 

BBOG in Sambisa forest

Autonomy for local governments

Trump: Just like a dream

A
cross the c ountry,  grass-
ro ots  development is  to-
tally abs ent.  From North 
to West and from East to 

South, resemblance of development 
is only seen and felt at state capitals. 

Local government areas in most 
states still wear the colour of long 
years  of  negle ct .  Over the years , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y,  s i n c e  t h e  re t u r n  o f 
civil rule in 1999, most of the state 
governments sit on the allocations 
meant for the lo cal  governments. 
They deny the councils funding for 
developmental projects. 

In many councils, only workers’ 

Kukah’s hopelessness

For Niger Delta, hope beckons

A
s soon as he mounted the 
p ower sto ol ,  President 
Muhammadu Buhari de-
cide d that the s olution 

to the Niger Delta incessant mili-
tancy was in the use of iron hand. 
So, he did not hesitate to deploy 
more troops to the creeks of the 
oil-bearing area, with a mandate 
to crush the enemies regarded as 
economic saboteurs. 

The force-for-force approach has 
proven ineffective to a large extent 
as the militants have continued to 
pose a serious threat to daily crude 
oil production. Some of the groups 
in the struggle have since spelt out 
in definite terms that they would 
continue in their destructive cam-
paign in the region until govern-
ment at the c entre c omes down 

from its high horse. 
A few months ago, some elders 

and representatives of the people 
of the Niger Delta met with the 
President in Abuja with a wish 
list. However, even after the par-
ley, sounds of bombings and news 
of fresh hostilities targeting oil 
pipelines, echoed from the oil-rich 
zone. 

The aim was to force the Buhari-
led administration have a re-think. 
Part of the re-thinking was the 
recent visit to the Niger Delta by 
V i c e  P re s i d e n t  Y e m i  O s i nb a j o . 
While there, Osinbajo, on behalf 
of the Federal Government, made a 
wide range of fresh promises. 

Among the pledges, government 
said it would henceforth treat the 
area as a special development zone 
and that it  was now c ommitte d 
to the full take off of the contro-
versial Maritime University. It is 
hoped that the new peace move 
would be respected and the terms 
abided by, by all the parties. 

I t  would b e re calle d that  the 
destructive campaign of the mili-
tants had dipp e d crude pro duc-
tion to around 1.4 million barrels 
per day in 2016, said to be about 
36 percent drop from 2.2 million 
barrels per day anticipated by the 
2016 Budget.

BBOG activists to make a point that it (gov-
ernment) is truly working, appeared very 
simplistic and infantile. For the avoidance 
of doubt, the abduction of the girls is no 
longer in doubt; that there exists in Borno 
State a geographical area called Sambisa is 
also not in contention. 

Ferrying Oby Ezekwesili and Aisha 
Yusuf, two leading voices in the BBOG 
group to the “evil forest” was as though 
government was trying to score some 
cheap political goal. 

Although the intensity of the insur-
gency may have reduced, the war is not yet 
won. While we celebrate the decimation of 
the Boko Haram, we still hear of calamitous 
havocs the group is still wreaking in some 
parts of the North East. 

While we celebrate the military’s 
achievements in seizing parts of the 
Sambisa forest from the Boko Haram, we 
condemn in strongest term government’s 
apparent total disregard for the lives of 
citizens in other places in the country. 

For instance, while government makes 
so much noise about its efforts at rescuing 
the remaining Chibok girls, thousands of 
other innocent Nigerians are being slaugh-
tered in Southern Kaduna, Nasir El-Rufai’s 
Kaduna State and in other states by herds-
men, yet government appears helpless. 
What, exactly, has government achieved 
by inviting the BBOG group to a tour of 
the North East? We want to know, please.  

salaries are paid at the end of ev-
ery month in line with the meager 
amount of money releas e d by the 
state governor. For many years now, 
there has been the debate over the 
need for financial autonomy of local 
governments. 

This move has c ontinue d to b e 
frustrated by state governors who 
felt  that  that  would water  down 
their huge influence over the coun-
cil bosses who they recruit as care-
taker chairmen rather than through 
the normal election process.  

I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h at  t h e  e ffo r t s 
this  t ime around by the National 
Assembly to wean the councils off 
the apron strings of state governors 
would go as planned.

S p e a ke r  o f  t h e  H o u s e  o f  Re p -
res entatives,  Yakubu Dogara,  the 
other day explained that the House 
w a s  w o r k i n g  t o  g r a n t  f i n a n c i a l 
autonomy to local governments in 
t h e  o n g o i n g  c o n s t i t ut i o n  re v i e w 
exercise because that was the only 
way to guarante e development at 
the grassroots.

The story of Donald Trump who 
was sworn into office last Friday as the 
45th president of the United States of 
America, a classic one. Trump’s jour-
ney to the White House was strewn 
with thorns. Not many people gave 
him the chance. 

He was castigated and called several 
names. But as it is said, ‘God chose the 

witnessing is a symptom, not the disease. 
The creeping inequalities, the inability 
of this system to deliver has made us 
uncomfortable,” he urged government.

“The point, therefore, is not for us to 
keep praying. Should religion lead to 
the unmaking of Nigeria? The answer 
is ‘No’. But the government of Nigeria 
should separate religion from politics 
and economics and let everybody make 
his claims,” the cleric further said.

By the level of his frustration, Kukah 
may be pushed to the point of washing 
off his hands from the business of inter-
ceding for Nigeria, a country that has 
consistently and progressively chosen 
to walk the path of self-destruction. He 
may be acting in sync with the Biblical 
injunction that says, “Ephraim has joined 
himself to idol, leave him alone.”

foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise; God chose the weak things 
of the world to shame the strong.’ Just 
like play, he has become the president 
of the most powerful country in the 
world. Even on the most memorable 
day of his life, a personality called 
David Badash, one of those who hated 
him passionately, tweeted: “Serial Liar, 

Racist, Misogynist, Supporter of White 
Nationalism, 

Fascistic Bully, Authoritarian Thug, 
Sexual Assault and Adultery Braggart, 
Defrauder, and Danger to Civil Rights, 
Fre e dom of  the Press ,  and Peac e 
Becomes Leader of the Free World.” 
The lesson in all of this is that no one 
should put down another for it is only 
God that has the calendar of everyone.



Expert says with govt support Nigeria 
can rule Africa in boat-building
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In the womb of armoured boat factory in PH:

...As Epenal tests the ground on military boats and vessels

...May launch Nigeria to a new boat technology club

...Cost of one foreign gunboat can fetch two rugged but locally made
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

I
n the middle of December 2016, 
the Nigerian Army celebrated 
the unveiling of its fleet of 
locally-made armoured boats 
(gunboats) to begin a more 

effective combat of threats and at-
tacks in Nigeria’s Rivers and creeks. 
At that event in Lagos which was 
witnessed by the full military brass 
including the Chief of Defence 
Staff, Gabriel Olonisakin, a general; 
Minister of State for Defence, Mo-
hammad Dan-Ali, (represented by 
the Permanent Secretary, Danjuma 
Sheni), disclosed that the gun boats 
were fitted with appropriate weap-
ons and anti-ballistic protection to 
enhance optimal efficiency.

B gathered that though 39 were 
unveiled, 30 of them were made in 
Nigeria while the rest nine came 
from Sri Lanka. The Chief of Naval 
Staff, Ibok Ete-Ibas, a vice admiral, 
hinted in his address that boats 
were made by Epenal Group based 
in Port Harcourt and openly admit-
ted that the new gunboats “were an 
improvement on 30 others unveiled 
in Port Harcourt in February”.

He spoke about the importance 
of the locally made boats: “These 
boats, no doubt, have boosted navy 
maritime operations. However, as 
part of the efforts to continue to 
achieve unchallenged dominance 
of our maritime environment, the 
navy within a space of six months 
has launched another 39 specially-
built patrol boats into her fleet. The 
mounting operational challenges in 
the face of progressively dwindling 
economy necessitated the navy to 
explore more cost saving options 
through local construction of these 
patrol boats. The cost of production 
of a unit of the boat is less than half 
the cost of producing similar boats 
from overseas.”

BDSUNDAY traced the boat 
factory to Plot 41/42 Eastern By-
Pass, Marine Base: Opposite the 
never-completed NDDC Permanent 
Building close to the NLNG jetty. 
The boat making section is however, 
further into the crowded Marine 
Base settlement backing the water. 
The founder and chairman of the 
Epenal Group, Tuguemi Ebi Inala, 
was not available for discussions 
after several attempts but the Gen-
eral Manager, Numo Lele Aaron, dis-
closed that Epenal had successfully 
built 80 armoured boats as ordered 
by the Nigerian Army last year, and 
was ready to build more. 

Costs and benefits
On cost differentials, the GM 

said: “If an imported gunboat is 
N80million, then a locally built one 
would be about half of that price, 

corroborating the claim of the 
Chief of Naval Staff. The huge dif-
ference however, is durability and 
additional benefits. “Then, consider 
post-sales repairs and maintenance. 
If you invite them to repair any 
one, they will take a long time and 
it would be expensive but we get 
to them in just one day and attend 
to their needs promptly. Also, our 
boats are free from corrosion and 
are unsinkable. Even if they try to 
sink, they cannot go down. There 
are secrets to that (foaming chemi-
cal, etc). We use special steel to keep 
the boats for a long time. We have 
other designs that are coming out 
soon.”

Both the chairman and the GM 
come from Nembe in Bayelsa State. 
According to the GM (Aaron), the 
chairman worked in John Holt 
and learnt the tricks of the trade 
there but wasted no further time to 
establish Epenal in 2000 with just 
N130,000 but an oil giant discovered 
his unique efforts and tested him to 
build boats for them.

Today, Epenal Group has four 
firms, Epenal Boat-Builders Ltd, 
Epenal Leasing, Epenal Dredging/
Shore Protection Limited, and Epe-
nal Oil/Gas Company. The group is 
now delving into civil engineering, 
building a 50-bed hospital in Bay-
elsa State for a government agency. 
Epenal Boat Builders Limited, he 
said, has moved from building small 
boats to vessels, from fishing boats 
to gunboats.

Aaron said: “We have gone very 
far in the business of boat-making. 
We now make different kinds of 
boats even for seismic operations. 
We customise boats for clients. 
You say what you want I will make 
it. We make luxury boats with 
TV, freezer, air conditioners, etc. 
Technology grows and we are still 
in learning process, eager to grow 
beyond this stage.”

Epenal is now a huge facility at 
the Marine Base section of the Gar-
den City, creating 136 direct jobs and 
many more. The GM added; “If you 
step out, you will see huge machines 
for dredging. We do reclamation, 
piling, dredging, sand-filling, shore 
protection, etc. The leasing company 
gives equipment to companies. We 
have no expatriates with us. We do 
all these things by ourselves. We are 
rather even being invited by other 
countries such as Ghana, Cameroon, 
etc, to assist them solve their marine 
tech problems. People come here to 
hire equipment. We also supply gas 
and diesel in the sector. We are ex-
panding to civil engineering works.”

 Inside the boat-building womb
Epenal is no more hiding and 

the FG may have found a viable 
partner in boat-building; “Some 

years back, the NDDC bought 
boats from Epenal and gave out to 
communities. The 50-bed hospital 
we are doing in Bayelsa is for the 
NDDC. We are also doing things for 
SPDC (Shell). The first set of boats we 
produced for the Navy attracted the 
presence of governors, NDDC CEO 
then (Ibim Semenitari), etc. These 
executives appreciated our speech. 
There was the impression that we 
merely imported the boats and just 
coupled them. No, they were built 
from the scratch. You can come and 
see things with your eyes. People 
who saw us do jobs refer others to 
us. The deputy governor of Bayelsa 
State, a retired Rear Admiral, knows 
us too well and much credit goes to 
him. We now said, ok, this boat can 
be made armoured and be anti-
ballistic; and set about doing it.” 

Challenges
Despite the breakthrough, there 

are many drawbacks due to indus-
trial backwardness of Nigeria which 
fails to supply components to manu-
facturers and forces them to import 
a lot. “We have up to 55 percent as 
foreign components. This is because 
the engines are not produced in Ni-
geria. If not, we could go as far as 80 
per cent local content. The human 
resources or labour is 100 percent, 
no single expatriate. The naviga-
tion light and ballistic materials are 

imported. Resin is also imported. 
We search for these things locally 
and when we fail to find them, we 
have to import them. This shows 
that things are not properly done 
in our country. The petrochemical 
company should be working well to 
give us many raw materials includ-
ing resin.”

The GM joined in lamenting the appetite 
of Nigerians for foreign goods and leisure, 
wondering why families do not flock to 
Obudu Ranch instead of flocking abroad. 
“Instead of foreign dresses, why not go to 
Aba and get what you need? Epenal part-
ners the government to produce things. 
We do not need to have to go abroad for 
everything, but funny things happen in 

On funding for such unique production, 
the GM said banks had not helped and that 
the Bank of Industry (BoI) was not out to 
help genuine local manufacturers. “We 
have challenges including multiple taxes 
apart from import bottlenecks. Manufac-
turers, especially technology-based indus-
tries need to be encouraged. Let us buy 
Nigerian made as much as possible. Buying 

this country. Many people go abroad to 
buy boats but call us at last to repair them. 
If they call technicians from Asia to fix 
them, it would take weeks and huge costs 
but Epenal would get to a boat within hours 
and fix it fast and cheap, all in naira. Yes, 
we have security challenge, but when an 
expatriate comes, he needs a large size of 
security operatives to move about but I go 
alone and do the same work.

In our work, there is no capital flight. 
The business keeps money in Nigeria. It 
also allows us to improve so that we can 
do things that the Nigerian army would 
marvel at. We are currently at the naval 
yard doing things. A visit to our yard would 
reveal many things to you. If we are assisted 
to go to Ghana to honour their invitation 
on maritime technology, they would be 
hailing Nigeria, not just Epenal.”

toothpicks from abroad is an insult. 
Are there no trees in Nigeria? Rice 
can be grown sufficiently in Nigeria. 
A professor of Agriculture may not 
give you rice. Our task at Epenal is 
to try and change things the much 
we can. Things are deteriorating by 
the day.’

The greatest challenge to local 
boat-building, he said, is inability 
to import parts due to government 
policies and restrictions. He showed 
completed boats that cannot fly 
off because of absence of engines 
which must be imported. He how-
ever, said the Army helped to pave 
way for parts to come in to complete 
their order (80 boats) but wondered 
how other buyers could get their 
boats done quickly. “If concessions 
can be given to manufacturers, it 
would be great. We need as small 
things such as screw nails. The lo-
cal ones are not perfect. If you use 
anyhow bolts and nails, the salty 
waters would corrode them. In 
advanced countries, the things you 
see are produced by companies and 
give to the army. The army will say 
what they want and companies 
produce for them.”

 
Grateful to Army, President:
Epenal is however, very grateful 

people went to school but are crimi-
nals today; and educated criminals 
can do more harm.”

He went on: “My chairman is a 
very young man. His contributions 
are there for the world to see. He 
is creating jobs and keeping Niger 
Delta youths engaged. That is why 
we greatly appreciate President 
Muhammadu Buhari for creating 

also said security challenges were 
there but that they come from the 
area and would not go back. He 
however, called on those with huge 
cash to think of investing to create 
jobs. “Our appeal to government is 
to create jobs. Most of these boys 
do not have something doing and 
they must survive. They abduct 
landladies and landlords, etc, and 
ask for outrageous amounts”.

“There are people out there with 
so much money but they do not in-
vest to create jobs and opportunities. 
Those investing are not even the 
very rich ones. See water hyacinth 
in the waters, government can 
create jobs by clearing them. The 
coasts can bubble with jobs; clean-
ing, fishing, canning, gigantic farms, 
coastline towns and cities, etc. The 

very rich men you see abroad are 
farmers but in Nigeria where are 
they? In Rivers State, how many 
large scale farmers do we have? The 
wealth is trapped in peoples’ vaults,” 
he further said. 

Make Nigeria a boat-hub
He wants governments to pa-

tronise them. “Improve us and use 
us to challenge other countries. We 
hear that in Central Africa, they do 
not have indigenous boat industry. 
They only have refurbished boats, 
according to someone from there. 
So, many African countries need 
Nigeria in the boat-making indus-
try. Nigeria has a chance to seize 
the initiative and take over the 
boat-making industry in Africa. 
We have capacity to build 30 boats 
every month.”

so far. “We thank the Navy for giv-
ing us the chance to produce the 80 
armoured boats. They were there to 
adjust and correct details. We first 
supplied 30 and latter 50. We are 
expecting more orders to produce. 
We have over 136 workers here. 
Imagine if such number of people 
did not have jobs, you would have 
criminals of different kinds because 
an idle mind is a devil’s workshop. 
As I talk with you now, where 
would I be if not this company, 
forget that I went to school. Many 

the enabling environment for local 
manufacture and production. He 
has encouraged local content and 
given the right policy directives. 
We also appreciate the Chief of 
Naval Staff for giving Epenal the 
chance to execute the project and 
for believing in us.” 

People are hoarding money; 
invest it

Competition is coming to the 
sector. The GM said other compa-
nies were trying but that Epenal is 
head and shoulder above others. He 
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M
ay we know what 
your experience 
has  b e en s inc e 
the matter began 
and what led to 

your incarc eration in p olic e 
custody?

It has to do with the own-
ership  of  a  c ompany that  I 
founded in 2004 and promoted 
and then invited shareholders 
to invest in it. It is called First 
Guarantee Pension Limited. On 
January 4, 2017, a few days ago, 
I received through my solicitor, 
a copy of a letter that had been 
written by the current Attor-
ney-General of the Federation 
a n d  H o n o rab l e  M i n i s t e r  o f 
Justice to the Director-General 
National Pension commission, 
Chinelo Anohu-Amazu,   restat-
ing the position of the ministry 
that their  two other letters 
(prior letters) of August 17, 2011 
and September 8, 2011 that they 
stand by the content of those 
letters and reprimanding the 
National Pension Commission 
for consistently disobeying the 
orders of court, and requesting 
the DG to immediately comply 
with the relevant judgments of 
the court. And it is interesting 
to note that in his capacity, the 
minister of justice was not just 
only the chief law officer of the 
land, he is also acting as a party 
in the suit in which we sued the 
National Pension Commission 
in 2011. 

In December last year, we 
received a communication from 
the office of the Inspector Gen-
eral  of  Polic e  fol lowing my 
request as the vice chairman 
of First Guarantee to immedi-
ately deploy men and material 
to protect the premises of First 
Guarantee Pension in Abuja and 
Lagos. Upon the deployment of 
the men from the Lagos com-
mand and signal sent to Area 
F to carry out the instruction 
from the Nigeria Police, I visited 
the office of the First Guarantee 
Pension at 65 Kudirat Abiola 
Way, Oregun, Lagos. This would 
b e my first time of going to 
the office of First Guarantee 
Pension in the last six years, 
because what we’ve had in the 
last six years is the imposition 
of staff of the National Pension 
Commission in the offic e of 
First Guarantee Pension in clear 
disregard and disobedience of a 
court judgment. 

So, it was my first time ven-
turing into the office. Immedi-
ately the three imposters who 
are staff of the National Pension 
Commission in First Guarantee 
Pe n s i o n  qu i c k l y  e x i t e d  t h e 
offic e of First Guarante e on 
sighting me, and were nowhere 
to be found.  

At 1 :20pm I  went out for 
lunch and when I  got  back, 
what then happened was that 
at about 5:20pm, I now saw two 

well-addressed police officers 
who informed me and my col-
leagues who were with me that 
they had been sent by the com-
missioner of Police, Lagos State, 
that they received an alert that 
the premises of First Guarantee 
Pension is being invaded by 
hoodlums and thugs who had 
done everything p ossible to 
beat up staff and take over the 
premis es of First Guarante e 
Pension. And that they had a 
clear directive from the com-
missioner of police to seal up 
the premises of First Guarantee 
Pension. 

First, it was an alarm for me; 
second, it was a bit of a disap-
p ointment b e caus e it  is  the 
same commissioner of police 
that had deployed men from 
Area F to have an active patrol 
round about the premises of the 
company. 

More so, before the deploy-
ment of men from the Area F, 
the Lagos command had done 
the surveillance of the premises 
of First Guarantee Pension and 
found out that there are two of-
ficers of the Nigeria Police that 
have been constantly present in 
the premises of First Guarantee 
Pension in the last five years. So, 
if there has been a question of 
invasion of hoodlums or thugs 
taking over First Guarante e 
Pension, I would believe that 
these officers of the Nigeria 
Police would be the ones to alert 
the commissioner of police to 
the development, or alert the 
nearby police station for sub-
sequent action to be taken. But 
being a law abiding citizen, I of-
fered to go with them to see the 
commissioner of police; more 
particularly on the need not to 
seal the premises of the First 

Guarantee Pension, because at 
this time the staff had closed 
for the day, and it would not be 
nice that the institution of the 
First Guarantee Pension, would 
not open when the staff resume 
the next day, as they would not 
be able to gain access to the 
premises, nor be able to attend 
to the public. 

I went with them to the of-
fice of the CP, and to my greatest 
surprise I met those three staff 
of the National Pension Com-
mission right there at the office 
of the CP.  Those were the three 
people who had earlier exited 
the office on my arrival. And in 
addition to that, I also saw six 
other staff of the National Pen-
sion Commission in attendance 
at the office of the CP making 
a total of nine staff of the NPC. 

The CP address e d us and 
repeated that the office of the 

FGP remains sealed and that he 
would not have the time to at-
tend to us because time was far 
gone and that we should report 
back the next day at 10am. At 
my insistence, I informed him 
that that was a decision I would 
not expect  a commissioner of 
police to make lightly; because 
as a lawyer and well informed 
within my rights ,  he is  not 
in any position to seal up the 
premises of a company without 
first and foremost obtaining 
an order of a court. That I felt 
that was a very irresponsible 
decision for a CP to make. And 
based on my strong protest, he 
conceded. 

He made a statement to his 
subordinates that they should 
go and unseal the office of FGP 
and he further restated that we 
should come back at 10am the 
next day for a meeting. 

I  informe d him there and 
then that I hope this is not a 
tactic to remove us from the 
premis es of FGP, in order to 
grant access to the impostors 
who are staff of NPC. He said, 
‘No,  not at  all ’.  That he was 
there to mediate to ensure that 
law and order is maintained. 
The next morning, I was at his 
office exactly five minutes to 
10; and we had earlier received 
information and as expected, 
and going by the tradition of im-
punity on the part of NPC, that 
their staff had resumed back 
at the FGP as at 8am that same 
morning of January 13, 2017. I 
complained to the Deputy Com-
missioner of Police (DCP) who 
said I should take my complaint 
to the CP, who entered his office 
by 10:45am. The CP could not 
see us until noon. 

A t  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  w h i c h 
turned out to be a charade; the 
CP clearly mentioned to us that 
he now has a clear directive and 
instruction from the AIG, Zone 
2 to transfer the case file to his 
office, and that the AIG has as-
sumed responsibility over the 
matter. And I could again see 
the handwriting on the wall 
that they have deployed the 
usual tactics of impunity, dis-
regard for constituted author-
ity and have again employed 
the act of intimidation to en-
sure that they gain their way 
through the process. 

Being a law-abiding citizen, 
I informed him that I was suf-
ficiently upset and angry, and 
that despite his words the previ-
ous day, the same nine staff of 
NPC resumed at FGP- but that 
didn’t cut any ice with him. 
We went to the AIG’s office- 
the nine of us- including my 
company secretary, two other 
friends of mine who came to 
the police station and myself. 
The moment we entered AIG 
Zone 2, it became very obvious 
that the hands of the clock had 

My story, by Chidi Duru
Chidi Duru, a former member, House of Representatives and founder of the First Guarantee Pension Limited, 
in this interview with Our Correspondent, chronicles his ordeal over an impasse with the National Pension 
Commission (NPC). Duru decries the role of the police and the Economic and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) which he accuses of flagrantly disobeying the judgments delivered by competent justices of 
the court of the land. He says it has become imperative to state his own side of the story to put records 
straight. This is just the first part of his story. Excerpts:
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The CP addressed us and re-
peated that the office of the 

FGP remains sealed and that he 
would not have the time to at-
tend to us because time was far 
gone and that we should report 

back the next day at 10am
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turned full circle.

What was your experience 
at the AIG zone 2?

Immediately we got there, 
the AIG refused to see me or 
anybody that had anything to 
do with me, including my law-
yers. But he granted audience to 
the three staff of NPC that were 
imposed in the FGP in the last 
six years. We were now advised 
to see the DC Zone 2. When we 
went in to see him, we were 
now told that the matter would 
be handled by Assistant Com-
missioner (AC) Zone 2, one Mr. 
Patrick. By the time we went to 
the office of the AC, the number 
of staff of NPC that was resident 
in AIG Zone 2 had risen from 
nine to 13. By the time we were 
to enter the office of the AC, 
there was no place for us as 
the small office had been taken 
over by staff of NPC. The AC 
opened his statement, saying 
that he was going to mediate in 
the matter. 

My opening statement was 
very clear. How is it possible 
for the police to mediate in a 
matter that the court had given 
a de cision, a clear judgment 
in? How is it possible for the 
police to mediate in a matter 
that the Attorney-General of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria 
had considered variously and 
had very re c ently,  with his 
letter of January 4 2017, given 
an opinion on the matter? And 
how is it, more importantly, for 
the police to mediate in a matter 
where Justice G.O. Kolawole in 
his well-considered ruling of 
February 6, 2013 and Novem-
b er 10,  2016 had restraine d 
the Nigeria Police from getting 
involved, inviting me, arresting 
me or interrogating me on any 
matter that has to do with FGP, 
particularly with resp e ct to 
the target examination report 
on the basis of which the three 
imposters had been appointed 
into the FGP? 

These statements of mine 
did not cut an ice; because ob-
viously there had been a pre-
determined plan and the matter 
began to play itself out speedily. 
They invited the OC Legal who 
called us out and began to ask 
us to make a statement. I asked 
the OC Legal, is there a peti-
tion against me on the basis of 
which I can read the petition 
to be able to make a statement? 
He said No, there’s no petition 
against me other than I should 
just make a statement. 

And one interesting thing 
that happ ene d was that im-
mediately thereafter, they took 
away my phone and that of my 
legal adviser, Smart Iheazor; but 
the 13 staff of the NPC retained 
their phones. It was about 2:30 
to 3pm, we began the process of 
dilly-dallying. They would call 
me to go to this office and go to 
that office. 

The long and short of it is 
that I was told to make a state-
ment in respect of who I am, 
my  re l at i o n s h i p  w i t h  F i r s t 
Guarantee Pension and why I 
visited the office of FGP. The 
same question was put across 
to my legal adviser who was 
separated in a different room. 
It wasn’t until about 7:30pm 
that I was informed by the IPO 
that I am a suspect and that I 
have been detained for armed 
robbery, stealing, conspiracy to 
commit felony and potentially 

also for murder. 
I was incidented and then 

handed over to the guardroom. 
From the guardroom office, I 
was transferred to a cell with-
out access to my family, my law-
yer, my medication. The next 
day, at about 10:30am, I was 
brought out, they continued 
with their interrogation that 
the day I visited FGP, one of the 
parties that went with me made 
away with a laptop and three 
office files. And my statement 
was very clear- it is impossible 
for me or any of my friends 
who visite d the premis es to 
make away with any property 
of FGB. First and foremost, FGP 
is owned by me, founded by me, 
and that it is impossible for an 
owner to steal his property- ei-
ther a computer, or files or a car 
key they said is missing. They 
then asked another question, 
why am I presenting myself as 
FGP chairman and I repeated 
that I am the founder, owner 
and largest shareholder in FGP. 

I have an investment of over 
N250 million in FGP, and there-
fore, it is impossible for me to do 
anything that is against the law. 
I repeated my advice to them 
that the step they are taking is 
against the order and judgment 
of a number of courts in Nigeria.

 
Was there any search made 

either in your apartment or 
your hotel room over the al-
legation?

 
Yes, around 12:30 of the same 

day, the OC Legal and one of 
his operatives drove me to the 
Southern Sun Hotel in Ikoyi, 
where I was staying to search 
my room. After that, the state-
ment was made that there’s no 
material whatsoever- whether 
a laptop, file nor document of 
FGP found in the hotel where 
I was staying before the deten-
tion. 

I signed off, and they also 
signed off. About 3:30pm, I in-
formed them that my medical 

condition was worsening be-
cause as at that time, I still have 
not had access to my drugs, my 
phones or my lawyers. I told 
them I needed to see a doctor 
urgently. I was assured as at 
3:30pm I would be released on 
bail and that I would go home 
shortly. A bail application was 
prepared by my lawyer, which 
I signed, the IPO signed and the 
OC Legal informed me that I 
have been released and signed 
off. But he said to me that it 
required the signoff of the ACP, 
DCP and the AIG. 

The AIG had now told my 
lawyer that on my way out 
he would like to see me. Later 
around 6:20pm, when the mat-
ter was dragging, the DC after 
a lot of persuasion informed 
me that there’s a contrary in-
struction he just received from 
the AIG that I should not be 
released, that I should further 
b e detaine d till  Monday. By 
then the IPO and OC Legal had 
noticed that I was throwing up 
in the premises because there’s 
no medical facility; fearing for 
their irresponsible act, and the 
consequences of what could 
happen if per chance I passed 
out in their cell, they quickly 
rushed me to the Police hospital 
on Bourdillon Street, where I 
was under custody/protection 
of the police from Friday eve-
ning till Monday, January 10, 
2017 in the emergency ward. 
I  was to be referred to Ikeja 
because of my leg condition for 
medical observation, but the AC 
was detailed by the AIG to en-
sure that I would be forcefully 
brought to the magistrate court. 
When the AC came, it was clear 
to him that I was not fit to ap-
pear before the court, but he 
insisted and literally took away 
the drip that was placed on me 

and I was taken to court in my 
pyjamas.

 
You mean you were dragged 

to the court despite your con-
dition? And did the court call 
the case?

 
I was forcefully taken from 

the hospital to the court that 
day, Monday, January 16, 2017. 
The judge was hesitant to call 
our cas e;  it  was clear to the 
judge that I was not fit to take 
my plea and he said it in his 
opening statement that the man 
he is seeing is not medically fit 
to undertake an arraignment, 
but my lawyer insisted that he 
would take my plea and assured 
the judge he would do so. I was 
arraigned no longer for armed 
robbery, murder or conspiracy 
to commit felony but for theft, 
with a person now at large, of a 
laptop worth N350, 000. I was 
arraigned for stealing a file of 
FGP, for holding out myself as 
FGP chairman and an attempt to 
forcefully take over the prom-
ises of FGP.

 
May we know the genesis of 

all these?
 
The background of all these 

is consistent with the pattern of 
DG, NPC, Chinelo Anohu-Ama-
zu, who has sworn that over her 
dead body would she hand over 
FGP back to me- the owner and 
founder of the company. It has 
been consistent because at her 
instigation, on January 29, 2013, 
the then IG Abubakar, through 
the instrument of IG monitor-
ing, declared me wanted and 
published my name in all the 
police posts in Abuja; again for 
stealing and conspiracy to com-
mit felony. I approached Justice 
Kolawole on February 6, 2013. 

He, under my fundamental 
human rights, restrained the 
police and their agencies from 
dabbling into the matter of FGP, 
from arresting, or detaining me 
in respect to this matter. But in 
total disregard of the order of 
Justice Kolawole, in total disre-
gard of substantive judgment of 
another Justice D.U. Okorowo 
that had nullified the special 
target report that Chinelo as 
the company secretary then of 
the NPC had advised the com-
mission to author and began to 
implement. 

The Nigeria police charged 
me before the magistrate court, 
Court  I I  in  Abuja ,  and that 
was on March 2, 2013. To their 
surprise, my lawyer found out 
where I had been charged; we 
entered an appearance and on 
March 28, 2013 the magistrate 
quashe d that charge and in 
an open court, in a loud voice 
shouted, and it is written in his 
rule that: ‘This is an act of im-
punity that should not happen 
in a democratic environment 
as Nigeria, where the rule of 
law should be seen as a sine 
qua non’, and that he feels so 
saddened that the agency of 
government that should be the 
officer and agency that should 
be implementing the judgment 
of the court is the agency that 
is bringing a beneficiary of the 
judgment of the court before 
his court for an act that could 
translate into impunity.  He 
quashed the charge; it did not 
stop the police.

 To be continued…

Chidi Duru
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T
his is a response to 
Abimbola Adelakun’s 
“The War Against G.O’’ 
published in Thursday, 
January 12, 2017, edition 

of The Punch newspaper. From the 
outset, it is essential to make the 
following clarifications. One, this 
reaction does not in any way represent 
views of the RCCG or Pastor E.A. 
Adeboye in respect of some of the 
issues raised by Adelakun. Second, 
Adelakun’s fundamental rights to 
freely express opinions on any issue 
as she deems fit is highly respected 
and appreciated. Third, this writer 
has for long been a devoted reader 
of Adelakun’s column and genuinely 
admires her deftness and dexterity 
as a writer. Fourth, the RCCG has 
established institutional frameworks 
to officially react to Adelakun, if it 
thinks it deserves such attention. Fifth, 
being a member of RCCG, this writer 
has useful information that is quite 
germane to the validity or otherwise 
of a few of Adelakun’s claims in the 
referred piece. Lastly, my interest in 
this issue is purely to further enhance 
public understanding and proper 
education on the subject.
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Now, I will concentrate on two 
aspects of Adelakun’s summation 
which are considered misleading and 
speculative. The first concerns what 
she terms Adeboye’s reluctance at 
relinquishing power; a contention 
she took to a rather alarming height 
by comparing Adeboye with African 
leaders such as Robert Mugabe of 
Zimbabwe who ‘refuses to live out the 
rest of his days in dignity of senescence’ 
and the late President Umaru Yar’Adua 
who ‘had to be propped up on his sick 
bed while hired ventriloquists voiced 
his thoughts’.

 Comparing Adeboye with such 
African leaders as cited by Adelakun 
largely reflects a lack of proper grasp 
of the concept of spiritual authority. 
For one, the leaders in question were 
voted into office and were to serve 
constitutionally permissible terms 
in office. But this is not the case with 
Adeboye who was never voted into 
office as the General Overseer of RCCG. 
His choice was divinely ordained and 
same goes for his tenure in office. RCCG 
as an entity is a divine creation of God 
who called the founder of the mission, 
late Rev. Josiah Akindayomi into the 
ministry. Indeed, according to existing 
literatures on RCCG, it was God that 
gave the late founder, an illiterate, the 
name the church bears through a trance. 
The founder remained leader of the 
mission until God directed him to anoint 
Adeboye as his successor before he was 
eventually called to glory.

At this point, let me stress that this 

pattern of divinely designed leadership 
pact abound in the Holy Bible. For 
instance, God called Moses and gave 
him a specific assignment. Through 
this, Moses became the spiritual head 
of the people and he led them from 
Egypt to the wilderness. But his tenure 
in office and profundity of assignment 
were clearly determined by God. At a 
stage, when certain elements from the 
fold tried to rebel against his leadership, 
the Lord dealt brutally with them by 
commanding the ground to open 
and swallow them. The severity of the 
retribution validates the reality that 
God detest rebellions against his chosen 
leader. When Moses’ time was up, 
according to divine calendar; God was 
the one that chose Joshua to take over 
from him. This has been the pattern 
all through the ages: God chooses and 
determines the tenure of his chosen 
servants.    

Let me digress a little by highlighting 
how the revered clergy came into the 
ministry. He was already a Doctorate 
degree holder in Applied Mathematics 
and a top ranking lecturer at the 
University of Lagos when he was called 
by God into full time ministry. By then, 
RCCG was, perhaps, the poorest among 
the poor churches of the day. So, when 
Adeboye quit his plumb job as a lecturer 
for the uncertain option of being a 
full time pastor, it was a painful and 
sacrificial choice. I make allusion to this 
to emphasize the fact that Adeboye foray 
into the ministry was not motivated by 
affluence and influence. It was strictly 
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in obedience to the voice of God. His 
continuous stay in office as the G.O. is 
no, doubt, still in perfect obedience to the 
voice of God. Those who know Adeboye 
recognize that he abhors all manners of 
ostentatious style of living and arrogance 
of power. So, comparing him to Mugabe 
and others is rather strange.

The second and final issue in 
Adelakun’s piece to be scrutinized 
concerns her claim on Adeboye’s 
successor. While it is true, as Adelakun 
claimed, that Adeboye once said that 
his successor was still in a “beer parlour, 
she, however, missed the point by trying 
to affirm Pastor Joseph Obayemi as 
Adeboye’s successor. For the education 
of Adelakun and others that hold similar 
flawed position on the recent happenings 
in the RCCG, it is imperative to state 
that Pastor Joseph Obayemi is not by 
any means, the successor of Pastor 
Adeboye. He was appointed as the 
National Overseer of RCCG, Nigeria and 
not RCCG Worldwide.

It should be stressed that RCCG has 
massive presence in over 190 nations 
of the world of which Nigeria is just 
one. While Pastor Obayemi oversees 
the Nigerian church for emerging 
constitutional expediency, Adeboye 
remains the General Overseer of the 
entire mission. So, this issue of a successor 
to Adeboye does not arise. As it has 
been earlier established, that end of the 
business would be dealt with as soon as 
the owner of the mission, the almighty 
God, deem it fit for the curtain to draw on 
Adeboye’s illustrious ministerial career.
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Looking back on 2016, there 
may not seem to be much to 
celebrate. In terms of global 

health alone, the year appeared 
to be one of unrelenting tragedy. 
Beyond stories of hospitals in conflict 
zones being bombed, the Zika 
virus emerged as a growing threat. 
There was also the proliferation of 
antibiotic-resistant microbes, or 
“superbugs,” the continued revival 
of yellow fever, and the reemergence 
of polio in Nigeria, which had 
previously been declared polio-
free. Hopes for a respiratory syncytial 
virus vaccine were dashed. And in 
Europe, the incidence of alcohol-
related deaths increased.

But, buried among all of the bad 
stories, there were some inspiring 
developments in global health in 
2016.

The first took place in Tanzania 
and Mozambique, where African 
giant pouched rats, which had 
previously been trained by the 
Belgian NGO APOPO to detect 
landmines, were repurposed to 
help in the fight against tuberculosis 
(TB). The rats undergo a thorough 
training process, in which they 

Visionary voices
Hope for global health in 2017
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are introduced to various stimuli, 
shown how to interact with people, 
and taught to detect TB in samples 
of sputum (mucus that is coughed 
up from the lower airways). The 
rats can detect TB with almost 
100% accuracy, though they cannot 
distinguish between normal and 
drug-resistant strains.

A second positive development 
was the creation of the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations 
(CEPI). The emergence of infectious 
diseases (like Ebola, chikungunya, 
Zika, and, previously, SARS, swine 
flu, and MERS) typically highlights 
the inadequate capacity of public-
health systems to build up defenses 
quickly.

CEPI aims to change this. Its 
members – which come from 
international  organizat ions, 
governments, industry, public 
and philanthropic R&D funders, 
academia, NGOs, and civil-society 
groups – will work to develop new 
vaccines that can prevent emerging 
infectious diseases from becoming 
epidemics.

The third positive development 
of 2016 was the progress made in 
combating malaria. Deaths from 
malaria have been on the decline 
for years. In Africa, which faces the 
world’s highest malaria mortality 
rates, the number of victims dropped 
from more than 800,000 per year in 
2000 to roughly 400,000 last year.

Moreover,  European dr ug 
regulators approved the first 

million infections every year. But, in 
2016, the first – and, currently, the 
only – dengue vaccine, Dengvaxia, 
was approved in 12 countries.

D e n g v a x i a  h a s  r e c e i v e d 
endorsements from key medical 
societies, at the national and regional 
levels. The recommendations are 
consistent with the WHO’s position 
paper recommending that countries 
with a high burden of disease 
consider the introduction of the 
vaccine as part of an integrated 
dengue-management program.

As if that were not enough, we 
now have an Ebola vaccine, too. 
An experimental vaccine tested 
on humans has been shown to 
provide 100% protection against 
the disease. Though no regulatory 
authority has approved it yet, it 
is viewed as so powerful that an 
emergency stockpile of 300,000 
doses has been created for use in the 
event of another outbreak.

Diseases for which we do not 
have vaccines have also been beaten 
back. For example, HIV infections 
and deaths hav e  s t a b i l i z e d , 
despite rapid population growth 
in Africa. This is a testament to 
the tremendous effort that has 
been made to fight the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic, through prevention, 
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  t r e a t m e n t 
programs. To maintain progress 
against the epidemic, the global 
health community must sustain 
these efforts.

Furthermore, the Americas are 

now almost free of river blindness, 
a parasitic infection spread by 
black flies that causes itching 
and, in severe cases, vision loss. 
Guatemala has been declared free 
of the disease, meaning that, in the 
Americas, only one remote area in 
the Amazon remains affected.

We are also one step closer to 
eliminating lymphatic filariasis, 
also known as elephantiasis. 
Caused by the filarial  worm, 
e l e p h a n t i a s i s  i s  a  p a ra s i t i c 
infection that can cause horrific 
swelling of the legs and scrotum. 
This year, Cambodia, the Cook 
Is l a n d s,  Ni u e,  a n d  Va nu at u 
received acknowledgement from 
the WHO for having eliminated 
lymphatic filariasis as a public-
health problem.

Also on the brink of eradication is 
guinea worm, a nasty tropical parasite 
that spreads via contaminated water. 
According to the Carter Center, one 
of the organizations leading the 
effort to eradicate guinea worm, 
there were around two dozen cases 
in the first ten months of 2016. 
Guinea worm is now on a path 
to becoming the second human 
disease ever to be eradicated.

As we begin 2017, it is important 
to recognize the public-health 
victories that we have achieved. 
However bad things may seem and 
however heartbreaking the hurdles 
are, there are plenty of reasons 
to remain hopeful – and to keep 
working for a better, healthier future.
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licensed human vaccine against 
malaria – RTS,S, or Mosquirix – in 
2015, after nearly three decades of 
research and development. It will 
not necessarily be smooth sailing 
from here: researchers have noticed 
that the vaccine’s effect weakens 
over time, and it is only 4% effective 
over a seven-year period.

But the vaccine remains a 
major breakthrough. Reflecting 
its lifesaving potential, the World 
Health Organization has secured 
funding for an initial trial phase; 
beginning in 2018, the WHO will 
roll out RTS,S in pilot programs that 
would test its real-world efficacy in 
Sub-Saharan Africa.

There is more good news on 
the vaccine front: a herpes vaccine 
for shingles has been developed. 
Shingles, a viral disease characterized 
by a painful skin rash with blisters, is 
caused by the reactivation of the 
chickenpox virus within a person’s 
body. If the rash involves the eye, 
vision loss may occur. Some people 
develop ongoing nerve pain, which 
can last for months or even years. 
The new vaccine is significantly 
more effective than the one that is 
currently available, which reduces 
the risk of contracting shingles by 
only about 50%.

Dengue fever, too, is now vaccine-
preventable. Dengue, ranked by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
as the world’s most significant and 
fastest-growing mosquito-borne 
viral disease, causes nearly 50 

They are on the streets,  at 
every corner, on the major 
roads, under the bridges, in 

shanties, in the traffic, you can’t miss 
them. They come in different faces, 
colour and caliber, age and sex is no 
barrier, and you see them with little 
children, twins and triplets. Many 
even pretend to be sick as they prey 
on the emotion of people in order 
to get them to part with their hard 
earned money. 

 Begging takes place in different 
shades and forms. They also prey on 
the sick, the old and the handicapped 
as they use them to attract the 
attention of passersby while begging 
for alms. It is not uncommon to see 
women with babies, twins or triplet 
in the scorching sun begging for 
alms. They do not only abuse the 
rights of these children but also 
expose them to danger and risk 
their lives as they take them through 
traffic begging for alms. Apart from 
this, in some cases these children 
are either rented or taken without 
their parents’ knowledge. 

 It is also saddening to observe 
that parents also push their children 
to the streets to seek for alms using 
their innocence to prey on the 

The menace of street beggars in Lagos 
emotions of people. These children 
who are often between the ages 
of 4 to 10years are encouraged 
to approach well  dressed men 
and women for money while their 
benefactors lurk around waiting 
patiently to collect the money.

 This ugly practice is contrary to 
section 166 sub-section 1 (b) of the 
criminal code which prohibits street 
begging with adequate penalty for 
defaulters. So it is not only morally 
unjustifiable but criminal for any 
adult to exploit the innocence of 
children and the weak for selfish 
financial gains. It is instructive 
to note that on the streets, these 
children are unprotected from 
predators; man and nature. In most 
instances, they are also denied the 
right to education and a good life.

 This  practice is  antisocial 
especially among Yorubas and 
Ibos who believes that a beggar is a 
lazy man who has hands, legs and 
his whole body intact but refused 
to work. The culture of begging is 
taboo to some tribes in the country 
but society has changed with people 
losing their values for hard-work 
and honesty. The act of begging is 
not only degrading, but has become 
a menace to society especially with 
the influx of professional beggars 

2016. That these staggering numbers 
of people were rescued from the 
streets of Lagos within 4months 
is indicative of the humongous 
number of destitute in the state.

 Aware of some of the social 
factors like poverty, lack and hunger 
responsible for pushing people 
into the act of begging the Lagos 
state government has gone a step 
further to ban on street begging 
by establishing a community for 
beggars in  different areas of Lagos 
state with a functional school, free 
books and free education. The state 
Governor, Akinwunmi Ambode 
pledged his unwavering support for 
destitute and beggars in providing 
adequate welfare and other social 
amenities at all special homes built 
for them, as the sight of beggars on 
the streets and across the nation 
paints a picture of undeniable 
poverty. This social intervention 
programme by the state government 
is part of plans to empower beggars 
and the destitute, educate their 
children and give them a better life 
and a brighter future.

 To reduce this number, the 
Government also stepped up on 
its welfare package for the People 
Living with Disability in the state 
as it is apparent that an average 

percentage of  beggars are the 
physically challenged who turned 
to begging in the bid to survive. 
Through the Lagos state Office for 
Disability Affairs (LASODA) the 
Lagos state Government has been 
able to reach out to this group of 
people by ensuring their needs for 
infrastructural development, social 
welfare and amenities, employment 
o p p o r tu n i t i e s,  e d u cat i o n  a n d 
inclusiveness.

 Overall ,  efforts need to be 
intensified to curtail the activities of 
professional beggars parading fake 
medical bills, fake drug prescription 
note, harassing people and throwing 
a show of helplessness during day 
while camouflaging as robbers 
at night and persons pretending 
to be destitute who go around 
harassing and attacking unassuming 
Lagosians as they go about their 
lawful activities.

 People should be law abiding 
and respect the State law against 
street begging by desisting from 
patronizing beggars. Destitute could 
be given alms through faith-based 
organizations and recognized non-
governmental organizations or 
recognized government homes 
that will handle such donations 
responsibly.

from other states of the federation 
to Lagos state, creating a nuisance.

 The professional beggars have 
honed their  acts  so well   that 
they sometimes put up public 
performances such as sudden 
fainting spells, cardiac attacks, 
asthmatic attacks and the likes to 
deceive unsuspecting passersby just 
to get their attention and eventually 
get them to part with some change. 
They have become an eyesore as 
they litter every nooks and crannies 
of different areas in the state creating 
an impression of an unkempt society. 
It is not uncommon to find seemingly 
helpless and hapless beggars linked 
to organized criminal gangs. Some 
of the beggars have been found to 
be accomplices to certain crimes for 
which they sometimes hide weapons 
as robbers believe they would not 
readily be suspected.

 Real ly ,  s tre et  begging has 
reached an alarming dimensions 
in spite of regular rescue operations 
being carried out by the rescue 
team of the State’s Rehabilitation 
Department of the State’s Ministry 
of Youth and Social Development. 
The Department rescued a total of 
531 beggars, destitute and mentally 
challenged people off the street 
between October 2015 and January 
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T
he relevance or oth-
erwise of history 
to human society 
can no longer be a 

subject of honest debate. 
Societies that ignore their 
history do so at their peril.

And when historians 
want to impress upon you 
the crucial role that history 
plays in society, they simply 
ask you to imagine a world 
where no one remembers 
what happened yesterday.

“A people without the 
knowledge of their past 
history, origin and culture 
is like a tree without roots,” 
Marcus Mosiah Garvey, 
the late Jamaican political 
leader and proponent of the 
Pan-Africanism movement, 
once said.

Gerald W. Schlabach, 
associate professor of The-
ology at the University of 
St. Thomas, Minnesota, and 
former teacher of History 
at Bluffton (Ohio) College, 
USA, in a 1996 note to his 
students ‘A sense of his-
tory: some components’, 
puts it this way: “Without 
a memory, would you rec-
ognize your family? Rec-
ognize your house? Know 
how to say your prayers 

Origin of Mammy market and 
other untold histories

or know why you have 
stopped praying? Learn 
from your mistakes? Know 
which friends to embrace? 
Stay in love when you fall 
in love? Be the person you 
are? Now, how is all of this 
true for entire families, 
neighborhoods, societies, 
nations, civilizations? The 
answer is the reason we 
study history.”

G e o r g e  S a n t a y a n a , 
Spanish-born American 
philosopher, essayist, poet, 
novelist, and author of The 
Life of Reason, also says, 
“Progress, far from con-
sisting in change, depends 
on retentiveness. When 
change is absolute there re-
mains no being to improve 
and no direction is set for 
possible improvement: and 
when experience is not 
retained, as among savages, 
infancy is perpetual. Those 
who cannot remember the 
past are condemned to re-
peat it.”

C l o s e r  h o m e ,  P e t e r 
Olisanwuche Esedebe, emi-
nent historian and emeri-
tus professor of history at 
the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, says of history: 
“Nothing can be explained 
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in human affairs without 
reference to the past. A 
group of people cannot talk 
for long without referring 
to the past. It is the only 
means whereby we may 
understand the present. 
Hence it has been described 
as the collective memory 
of mankind. A man who 
loses memory of what went 
before will be a man adrift. 
He would not know where 
he came from and where 
he intended to go or what 
he wanted to do. The same 
is true of society. History 
is to society what remem-
bered experience is to the 
individual. Like individu-
als, communities strive to 
learn from their mistakes 
and derive encouragement 
from their triumphs.”

This is why it is wor-
risome that Nigeria as a 
country does not seem to 
value history, nor do its 
citizens appear to give a 
damn, to such an extent 
that history as a subject was 
removed from the coun-
try’s secondary school cur-
riculum without qualms. 
One sometimes wonders 
what role the Historical 
Society of Nigeria (HSN) 

actually plays.
I have in several articles 

in the past amply expressed 
concern about the shod-
dy treatment given to the 
study of history by Nige-
ria and Nigerians. This is 
no time for lament. Just 
to repeat what many of 
us already know: that the 
neglect of history is a key 
reason Nigeria is in the 
doldrums today.

Earlier before Donald 
J. Trump’s inauguration as 
the 46th President of the 
United States of America 
two days ago, a presiden-
tial historian was on CNN 
regaling us with interest-
ing historical details about 
the US Presidency, includ-
ing how immediate past 
President Barack Obama 
took the oath of office four 
good times. My retort as 
I watched the report was 
simply: “This can’t happen 
in my country.”

We simply do not care 
in this country. As Esedebe 
again asks, “How many 
of our countrymen and 
women in private employ-
ment, public service, poli-
tics and business – how 
many of them have a nod-
ding acquaintance with the 
history of the nation-state 
they are serving or aspire 
to serve?”

That is why it was grati-
fying to read recently a 
report on the origin of 
Mammy market in military 
barracks across Nigeria. 
I’m sure many have read 
it because it went viral on 
the internet almost imme-
diately.

But just to sum up. In 
1959, Mammy Ode, a young 
girl from Jericho-Ugboju in 
the present Otukpo LGA of 
Benue State, was married to 
Anthony Aboki Ochefu, a 
young Non-Commissioned 
military officer who had 

just been posted to Enugu 
from Ab e okuta. At the 
Army Barracks, Abakpa, 
Enugu, where they were 
quartered, Mrs. Mammy 
Ochefu established a soft 
drinks business to earn 
some money to support 
her young family. There, 
she prepared gruel (kunu 
in Hausa, umu or enyi in 
Idoma) for sale to soldiers 
and soon became popular 
as soldiers trooped to her 
house to buy the stuff.

But one of the Non-
Commissioned Officers, 
the RSM, who did not quite 
flow with the enthusiasm 
Mammy’s gruel generated 
among other military men 
in the barracks, complained 
that the stuff was attracting 
flies into the barracks and 
ordered the woman to stop 
its production and sale. She 
stopped as ordered, but not 
without agonizing.

Upon pressure from of-
ficers and men of the Nige-
rian Army who enjoyed the 
enyi because of its fresh-
ness and nutritional value, 
the RSM reversed the order 
and directed that a section 
of the barracks be reserved 
for Mrs. Mammy Ochefu to 
produce and sell her enyi. 
Few days after, a section of 
the barracks was given to 
her, where she built a small 
shop and soon, her business 
began to boom. Other wom-
en in the barracks soon 
tapped into her fortune and 
started selling other items. 
And so, that portion of 
the barracks soon became 
known as Mammy Market. 
It also became a policy to 
establish markets inside 
or near military barracks 
in the country, initially for 
the exclusive use of officers 
and men.

An untold part of this 
history is that the first 
son of the Ochefu family, 

Available statistics 
estimate total (res-
idential) housing 

stock in Nigeria at  13 
million units out of which 
about 10 million are built 
or bought from own sav-
ings, meaning that there’s 
no form of mortgage in 
the ac quisition of the 
houses.

This is all the hous-
ing available in a coun-
try with an estimated 
population of 170 mil-
lion which explains why 
housing deficit is so high 
and home ownership is 
low at 17 million units 
and a little above 10 per-
cent, respectively.

The concern, however, 
is not even that as against 
72 percent homeowner-
ship level in US; 78 per-
cent in UK, 60 percent 
in China; 54 percent in 
Korea and 92 percent in 
Singapore, the level in Ni-
geria is just a little above 
10 percent.

It  is  rather that  as 
much as 95 percent of 
all that are available as 
residential developments 

As at December 2016, 
nearly 50 percent of the 
PMBs were unable to pay 
their insurance premium 
to their insurer- the Ni-
gerian Deposit Insurance 
Scheme (NDIC) which is 
raising concerns about 
the health of the sector.

NDIC has said the com-
mission’s capacity to sus-
tain its efforts in ensuring 
that insured institutions 
are put on the part of 
sustainable growth and 
development dep ends 
largely on the premium 
contribution, which is an 
amount paid periodically 
to the insurer (NDIC) by 
the insured (mortgage 
banks) for covering their 
risk. And this makes early 
intervention critical.

in the country are dead 
assets, meaning that only 
the remaining 5 percent 
are in formal mortgage.

Experts explain that 
the reason for this poor 
h o u s i n g  s i t u at i o n  i n 
the country is because, 
among other  factors , 
there is no functional 
mortgage system in the 
country and that the slow 
growth of the sector is 
as a result of its relative 
newness such that many 
people don’t understand 
why they should save 
their money in a mort-
gage bank.

In Nigeria, it is said 
that ab out 25 mill ion 
households of about six 
memb ers each do not 
have homes which leaves 
the country with the 17 
million housing deficit.

The mortgage system 
in the country is so un-
develop e d that while 
many do not even know 
it exists, a lot more do not 
understand its operations 
and would not there-
fore, put their money in 
a mortgage institution as 

savings towards home-
ownership.

A  f i n a n c e  e x p e r t , 
who does not want to be 
named, notes that of the 
10.7 million housing units 
in Nigeria,10 percent of 
which is self-built, only 
about 5 percent is in for-
mal mortgage.

“Effectively, about 95 
percent of home equi-
ty/savings in residen-
tial  developments are 
‘dead assets’; mortgage 
finance requirement for 
the country is over N20 
trillion”, the expert says.

Nigeria has huge po-
tential for the growth 
of both the housing and 
mortgage sectors of the 
economy, but there are 
constraints that need to 
be overcome and these 
include regulatory, fi-
nancial and operational 
constraints.

Ownership and man-
agement of land are high-
ly encumbered by the 
administrative difficul-
ties of issuance of Gover-
nor’s Consent and, apart 
from poor land registry 

practices, compensation 
for land is based on ‘fair 
compensation’ which is 
based on diverse inter-
pretations.

In this country, there 
is also absence of an over-
arching legal and regula-
tory framework for the 
housing industry.

Limited access to long 
term funding; lengthy, rigid 
and inflective foreclosure 
procedures;  non-vibrancy 
of primary mortgage in-
stitutions and low level 
of participation in the Na-
tional Housing Fund (NHF) 
are some of the financial 
constraints leading to low 
mortgage penetration.

O p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s 
are also part of the con-
straints manifest in high 
cost of housing develop-
ments such as building 
materials, land acquisi-
tion, transaction costs 
and reliance on expen-
sive and conventional 
construction procedures. 
Inefficient land manage-
ment and urban planning 
system also contribute to 
the operational costs.

Low level  of  infra-
structure provision for 
housing units developed, 
skills shortage and insuf-
ficient capacity building 
are also part of the opera-
tional costs and should be 
addressed.

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 
should start now to put 
measures in place to grow 
the mortgage sector. It is 
unfortunate that the sec-
tor is yet to stand firm 
not after its reform, con-
solidation and recapi-
talisation which reduced 
the number of licenced 
primary mortgage banks 
(PMBs) from 83 to 36 and 
also increased their capi-
tal from N100 million to 
N2.5 billion for some and 
N5billion for others.

Yakubu Aboki Ochefu, is a 
distinguished professor of 
History with glowing aca-
demic records. Prof Ochefu 
was my external examiner 
for my Masters Degree the-
sis. He currently serves as 
vice-chancellor of Kwara-
rafa University in Taraba 
State, if my records are still 
accurate. It is possible that 
his historical background 
is the reason the origin of 
Mammy market has been 
documented.

Before this true history 
came out, a research work 
on https://myproject.com.
ng titled “The Impact of 
Mammy Market on the 
Livelihood of Military Per-
sonnel in the Barracks” and 
a feature article “Life in Bar-
rack Mammy Market” on 
http://weekend.peoplesdai-
lyng.com/ had erroneously 
assumed that Mammy mar-
ket was “coined from mini-
market”.

But there are too many 
untold histories that may 
remain untold because no 
one cares. For instance, 
in a bid to immortalise 
s ome past  leaders  and 
achievers ,  fe deral  and 
state governments have 
named universities, uni-
versity hostels, libraries, 
airports, stadiums, streets, 
major roads,  and other 
monuments after these 
m e n  a n d  w o m e n .  B u t 
how many people today 
know who these people 
were and what roles they 
playe d in the develop-
ment of the country? No 
need to list some of these 
names. Just begin with 
the street where you live. 
Who is it named after? 
Who was he/she? What 
role did he/she play and in 
what field? When you de-
cipher this, we’ll continue 
the discussion. Enjoy your 
Sunday.

Why many homes are dead assets Talking Mortgage
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O
nce again, Nigeria is returning 
to the era when our leaders 
playe d pivotal  leadership 
roles  in res olving knotty 
political issues within the 

ECOWAS sub-region.
Firstly, Nigeria’s foreign policy is 

hinged on Africa as being the core or 
centrepiece of our foreign policy.

Expectedly, on assumption of office, 
President Muhammadu Buhari did not 
depart from this path; rather he has 
elevated Nigeria’s leadership, both in 
West Africa and the entire continent to 
higher levels.

With the political debacle arising 
from the recent presidential election in 
the Gambia where the incumbent leader, 
Yahya Jammeh lost, President Buhari in 
league with other ECOWAS leaders is 
leading the way towards finding a diplo-
matic solution to the problem.

It is  imp ortant to state here that 
Yahya Jammeh has been in the saddle 
for 22 years until the December 1, 2016 
presidential election in which Mr. Ad-
ama Barrow challenged and won him 
convincingly.

Initially, Yahya Jammeh had conceded 
defeat, but surprisingly he later reneged 
and this is at the root of what is pres-
ently unfolding, not only as a threat to 
Gambia’s democracy, but also the peace 
of the entire country.

Gladly, President Buhari with benefit 
of hindsight and experience has seen 
through the likely conflagration the 
impasse can cause, hence he decided to 
rally other ECOWAS leaders in resolving 
the impasse.

The need to intervene in The Gambia 
political logjam led by President Buhari 
is laudable considering the dire conse-
quences that may likely emanate from 
the impasse. Already, the government of 
President Jammeh has started a clamp-
down on the media with the closure of 
some media houses.

For example, the communiqué issued 
at the end of the meeting of ECOWAS 
leaders in Abuja on January 9th 2017 had 
condemned the arbitrary closure of three 
radio stations.

President Buhari acting in a proac-
tive manner had summoned a meeting 
of ECOWAS leaders and in attendance 
were chair of the ECOWAS authority, 
Mrs Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Senegalese 
President Macky Sall, and the immediate 
past President of Ghana, John Mahama 
among others.

It is also reassuring that the leaders 
decided to ensure that the Gambia con-
stitution is respected under the present 
circumstances.

There is no doubt that the decision 
of Yahya Jammeh to reject the result of 
the elections is an afterthought and has 
put the country on edge, and presently 

citizens of the country are leaving in 
droves to neighbouring countries and to 
the hinterlands.

It is also worthy of note that the Unit-
ed States State Department has alerted 
their citizens to leave The Gambia, in 
view of the palpable fear of violence that 
may likely erupt.

With President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
leadership role in resolving the impasse 
demonstrates his passion, love and sup-
port for democracy not only in The Gam-
bia, but across the ECOWAS sub-region.

Gradually, he is emerging as a champi-
on of democracy, rule of law and consen-
sus in addressing issues affecting nations.

Apart from the direct consequences 
of a total breakdown of law and order in 
The Gambia, there is also the possibility 
it may spiral into neighbouring countries. 
Even the humanitarian impact on neigh-
bouring countries following the influx of 
Gambian citizens can be very devastating 
and unsettling.

On the whole, the dire consequences 
are real and foreseeable, and all hands 
must be on deck to forestall an avoidable 
calamity.

In truth, the unfolding crisis in The 
Gambia is a needless distraction for the 
growth of democracy, not only in the 
country, but across the whole ECOWAS 
sub-region.

Therefore, all well-meaning people 
should rise and applaud President Mu-
hammadu Buhari for his visionary lead-
ership towards ensuring that the situa-
tion in The Gambia does not escalate. His 
statesmanship and towering personality 
in the region has guaranteed the full 

participation and commitment of other 
sister heads of states and government in 
the sub-region and beyond to the peace 
process.

Time has also come for all well mean-
ing people to implore President Yahya 
Jammeh to give up power and save his 
people and country from the needless 
catastrophe his actions may likely bring 
to his country.

It will be a mark of patriotism for him 
to step down from power after staying for 
22 years and more so as he has been de-
feated in a free and fair electoral process. 
It will amount to ingratitude for him to 
plant violence and upheaval in a country 
that has done so much and invested heav-
ily on him.

The trust of The Gambia people on 
President Yahya Jammeh must not be 
betrayed or their confidence taken for 
granted. The Gambian people deserve 
peace, freedom and development and 
not upheaval.

As it stands now, the whole world 
repose their faith for a peaceful resolu-
tion of the impasse on Nigeria’s visionary 
leader, President Muhammadu Buhari 
and from all indications he has shown 
immense capacity to solve what many 
may consider intractable problem.

So far, the engagement of the ECOWAS 
sub regional leaders led by President Bu-
hari is heart-warming, and there appears 
to be light at the end of the tunnel. It is 
hoped that President Yahya Jammeh will 
abide by the resolutions of the ECOWAS 
leaders, so that once more calm will re-
turn to the restive country.

Equally commendable is the deci-

sion of the country’s Supreme Court to 
stand down any decision in respect of 
the presidential election until the body 
is fully constituted. More importantly is 
their advice to the parties in the electoral 
dispute to abide by the decision of the 
ECOWAS leaders.

It was the late Winston Churchill who 
posited that ‘’jaw jaw is better than war 
war’’, and in the case of the The Gambia 
political logjam, it is expected that Presi-
dent Jammeh should allow dialogue and 
reason to prevail. The current tough 
stance of President Jammeh by threat-
ening hell and brimstone in the event 
that he is forced to vacate office does not 
augur well for a peaceful resolution of 
the impasse.

With President Buhari leadership role 
in the Gambia political debacle, Nigeria 
has once more assumed its preeminent 
position in the sub region, and the honour 
and prestige the country was associated 
with by providing leadership in Africa 
have been restored.

It is instructive that the whole world 
is lending their support to the initiative 
of ECOWAS leaders under President 
Buhari to ensure a peaceful and orderly 
transition of power in The Gambia. The 
era of clinging to power by despots is over, 
and the earlier this lesson is imbibed by 
all aspirants to power the better. In our 
world of today, democracy is the vogue 
and taking root in all nooks and cran-
nies of the world and Africa will not be 
an exception.

Enek wechi, journalist and polit ician 
writes from Abuja and can be reached via 
kwechis19@yahoo.com
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The Jammeh challenge 
and the Buhari’s gambit

Jammeh (l) and Buhari (r)
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Southern Kaduna killings and our fragile unity

W
o e  u n t o 
t h e m 
t h a t 
c a l l  e v i l 
g o o d /

and go o d evil ;/  that put 
d a r k n e s s  fo r  l i g h t /a n d 
light for darkness;…/woe 
unto them that are wise 
in their own eyes.” -Isaiah 
5 verses 20-21

The Holy Bible had long 
p re d i c t e d  m a n’ s  s c a r c e 
regard for the sanctity of 
fellow human life. “Their 
feet run to evil, and they 
make haste to shed inno-
cent blood.Their thoughts 
are thoughts of iniquity; 
wasting and destruction 
are in their paths”:  Isaiah 
59 verse 7. Yet, in all his 
grand self-deceit he can-
not create a strand of hu-
man hair. 

This is the class of peo-
ple Go d calls  ‘reb ell ious 
children’. It is no different 
here in Nigeria.What with 
the recent heartless and 
hideous killings of mostly 
Christian faithful by fully 
arme d Fulani  herdsmen 
in places such as Jema’a, 
Sanga, Kanra and Kauru 
in Kaduna state. 

Add that to the wanton 
w a s t e  o f  i r r e p l a c e a b l e 
l ives ,  unleashe d on our 
d e a r  f at h e r l a n d  b y  t h e 
premeditated Boko Haram 
insurgency, over the past 
few years and the image of 
a cruel and conscienceless 
p e ople is  brought to the 
global space, again.

E qually outrage ous is 
the sordid silence of those 
who swore by Nigeria’s 
constitution to ‘protect our 
lives and property’. Hon-
estly,  this  rankles de ep. 
So does the insulting and 
erroneous belief in some 
quarters that some Nige-
rians, whether by ethnic 
c olouration,  religious or 
political persuasion is su-
perior to others. 

Ordinarily, perpetrators 
of heinous crimes against 
humanity should b e b e-
hind bars grinding their 
t e e t h  i n  ut t e r  re m o r s e , 
w a i t i n g  fo r  t h e  D ay  o f 
Judgment. But it becomes 
worrisome when proactive 
and preventive measures, 
either on the part of state 
o r  Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t 
are few and far between. 
Such would have curbed, 

Rufai claimed he had paid  
an undisclosed ransom to 
some of the suspected kill-
ers so as to sheathe their 
swords! Such a controver-
s i a l  g o ve r n m e n t  p o l i c y, 
i n c l u d i n g  qu e s t i o n ab l e 
amnesty granted to crimi-
nal gangs in states such 
as Benue, Katsina, Rivers, 
Imo and Kano is viewe d 
as a tacit support for mass 
mu r d e r  b y  s o m e  p o l i t i -
cal leaders, by not a few 
p eac e-lov ing Nigerians . 
Inadvertently,  it  pays to 
threaten the lives of other 
citizens; maim rape, waste 
their property and their 
lives and wait to be paid 
for such brazen bestiality! 
Can you imagine that in a 
21st Century Nigeria?

This of course, triggers 
the burning questions, as 
rightly demanded by the 
S o u t h e r n  K a d u n a  P e o -
p l e ’ s  U n i o n  ( S O K A P U ) .
What was the s ourc e of 
t h e  f u n d ?  W h at  i s  t h e 
identity of the beneficia-
ries of the money? Are the 
lives of the perpetrators 
of pure evil more precious 
t h a n  t h at  o f  t h e i r  m o s t 
unfortunate victims? Was 
it true, as claimed that the 
government was imple -
menting an aspect of the 
re c ommendations of the 
previous ad ministration 
t of late Patrick Yakowa? 

And if so, did the pay-
ment for  c ows ki l le d in 

Sunday 22 January  2017SUNDAYBD 24 C002D5556

curtai le d or  out  r ightly 
stopped senseless killings 
of innocent citizens. For 
instanc e,  in August last 
ye a r  v i l l a g e s  i n  S o ut h -
e r n  K a d u n a ,  i n c l u d i n g 
Gad Biyu, Akwa’a Agwan 
Ajo were attacked by the 
armed herdsmen but the 
exp e cte d rapid resp ons e 
from the government was 
not forthcoming.

Similarly, going by the 
ac c ount  of  the C atholic 
Diocese of Kafanchan, it 
b oggles the mind that it 
would take the deaths of 
some 808 voiceless victims 
sent to their early graves, 
b y  t h e  va m p i re s  i n  h u -
man skin; with 57 injured 
after series of attacks on 
5 3  v i l l a g e s , 1 6  c h u rc h e s 
and 1,422 houses burnt to 
ashes before some form of 
government  intervention 
would come!

Even then, the curfew 
p l a c e d  i n  v i l l a g e s  s u c h 
a s  Z a n g o  K at a f,  J e m a’a 
and Kaura local councils 
could not stem the rising 
tide of mindless mayhem  
b y  t h e  h e r d s m e n .  E ve n 
on Christmas Eve, several 
communities in Southern 
Kaduna still fell victims to 
their killing spree.

Not long after,  and as 
i f  a d d i n g  f u e l  t o  a n  a l -
ready flaring flame of the 
ethnic/religious distrust 
in the troubled state,the  
governor, Mallam Nasir el-

crisis, as proffered equate 
t o  p a y i n g  h e r d s m e n  t o 
have mercy on defenceless 
citizens? Who, indeed has 
b e en arming the Fulani 
herdsmen that have been 
on rampage in communi-
ties and states such as Ag-
atu in Benue, Uzo-Uwani 
in Enugu, Taraba, Zamfara, 
Katsina,  and Niger? The 
latest is the killing of four 
p o l i c e m e n  i n  Kw a h i n e , 
Gidandadi  and Karahali 
villages in Adamawa State.

 Only credible answers 
to thes e troubling ques-
tions would go a long way 
to finding lasting solutions 
to the collective injustice 
against the Nigerian state. 
One cannot but therefore, 
support the clarion call of 
the esteemed members of 
the Catalysts for Peace and 
Justice Initiative (CPJI) as 
well as the C atholic Arc 
diocese of Kafanchan for 
the setting up of a panel 
of inquiry into the imme-
diate and remote caus es 
of the killing spree by the 
herdsmen, especially over 
the past one year. 

Indeed, the fragile fabric 
of the nation is gradually 
being undermined by the 
twin evils of c orruption 
(not just financial scams) 
and the s elf-de cimating 
incubus of impunity. We 
cannot afford any form of 
religious crisis, worse still 
with the biting economic 

recession.
Fo r  t h e  p e a c e - l o v i n g  

people of Kaduna, the re-
ligious crisis in 1987,the 
s u b s e q u e n t  k i l l i n g s  i n 
Zango Kataf in 1992 and 
the post-election violence 
in 2011 through  which we 
lost s ome youth c orp ers 
should be sobering enough 
to prevent a repeat perfor-
manc e.  We should have 
learnt  enduring less ons 
from the events that led 
to the setting up of Oputa 
Panel and the attendant 
Report.

Over the centuries, no 
nation, or part of it that 
she ds s o much inno c ent 
human blood has enjoyed 
sustained peace or pros-
p erity.  From the ethnic 
cleansing of the Jie peo-
ple in China in 350 AD, 
through that  of  Sici l ian 
Vespers in Italy, in 1282, 
the religious persecution 
of a quarter million Jews 
in Spain between 1492 and 
1614, the killings of herds-
men in Central Kalahari 
in the 1990s,to the Sudan 
crisis in 2003 and Uzbeks 
in 2010s should have in-
formed us of the folly of 
taking the lives of those 
we can never replace. 

Vengeanc e,  as  al l  the 
h o l y  b o o k s  s ay  b e l o n g s 
only to God. And history, 
repeats itself for a people 
who refuse to learn from 
its open hands.

AYO OYOZE BAJE
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Fall of Sambisa Forest: Perspectives 
on winning ways of Nigerian military
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Abdulaziz Yari

I
t goes beyond polemic to conclude 
that today the Nigerian military 
has stamped its feet indelibly on 
the sands of time. And for this, 
the rank and file of this noble 

institution can begin to walk shoulder 
high with pride, rooted in the glory he/
she has helped to attract to the Armed 
Forces and his/her country in general.

President Muhammadu Buhari 
echoed this thought recently as he 
spoke to Nigerian troops on operations 
in Sambisa Forest, Borno State and the 
Republic of Liberia from the Eagle Square 
National Arcade venue of the Armed 
Forces Remembrance Day wreath laying 
ceremony in Abuja.

Speaking through live video and audio 
broadcast to the military command in the 
north-east, the first of its kind since the 
advent of our democracy, the President 
poured commendations on the troops, 
congratulating them on the capture of 
Sambas forest, hitherto the stronghold 
of Boko Haram terrorists. He also com-
mended the troops for their continued 
effort to rid the country of insurgents.

Succinctly, this year’s Armed Forced 
Remembrance Day came as a lifetime 
opportunity for Nigeria to set a good nar-
rative for its own Armed Forces on being 
professional, tested, brave and competent. 
Indeed, the international community will 
not agree less that resources and brawn 
abound in the Nigerian military having 
severally tapped from such to restore 
peace in many troubled countries.

The world still has fond memories of 
how Nigeria led the ECOMOG to rescue 
Liberia and Sierra-Leone from internecine 
wars they fought for years in the 90s. The 
Nigerian army had severally earned com-
mendations for excelling in Peace Keeping 
operations in different parts of the world 
since it attained independence.

Twice in 2016, the United Nation’s through 
the Special Assistant to United Nations Sec-
retary General Office for West Africa, Dr. 
Mohammad Ibn Chambas had commended 
the Nigerian military on keeping to the world 
best standards in its campaign against terror-
ism. Ibn Chambas praised the professionalism 
of the troops to high heavens, describing their 
conduct as exemplary. He was of the view 
that by the end of 2016, the Boko Haram 
nightmares in Nigeria would have been his-
tory. He was simply prophetic.

Truly, in the last quarters of 2016, 
the Nigerian military suddenly swung 
into action, and as if re-energized with 
uncommon spirit, matched bravely into 
the Sambas Forest. And in November, 
the Theatre Commander, Operation 
Lafiya Dole, Major General Leo Irabor 
announced a comprehensive plan by 
the Armed Forces on how to encircle the 
Sambas Forest, hitherto the stronghold 
of Boko Haram terrorists. He sounded 
convincing with assurances that the 
Boko Haram’s days were numbered.

Perspective

IDOWU SAMUEL

ments around him to criminally pilfer 
the funds. Soldiers in battlefield were 
left in the lurch as allegedly corrupt 
senior officers goaded them to the war 
front without weapons. Troops who 
protested their pitiable conditions were 
rounded up and accused of mutiny.

However, in the face of perceived 
inaction by the Jonathan’s government, 
the Boko Haram rag-tag army swooped 
on the northeast zone with uncommon 
zeal, taking over almost a third of the 
Adamawa, Borno, Yobe and some few 
portions in Zamfara. In all, the insurgents 
had effectively captured 16 local govern-
ment areas in three of the states by the 
end of 2014. So strong was Boko Haram 
that it hoisted flags in Gamboru Ngala, 
Mate, Madagali, Michika, Mubi, Bama, 
Gulak, Buni Yadi, Dikwa and other vassal 
territories. Then Sambas Forest became its 
stronghold from where it launched most 
of the vicious attacks.

Nigerians would ever be grateful to 
President Buhari for halting the advances 
of Boko Haram to other parts of the fed-
eration, as they were almost establishing 
footholds in Kano, Bauchi, Kaduna, Pla-
teau, Niger, Federal Capital Territory, Kogi, 
Benue and some few states in the south.

So far the Military has capped up 
its efforts in the war against terrorism 
in the north-east by setting up buffer 
zones in the Sambas Forest. A military 
command is to spring up in the forest, 
while patrol teams had been set up to 
prevent the re-grouping of the insur-
gents. Major General Irabor disclosed 
also that construction of roads in the 
forest has begun. It is all a pointer that 
the military is fully set to make activi-
ties of Boko Haram history in Nigeria.

*Idowu Samuel, Journalist and Public 
Commentator, writes from Abuja

Taking the fight to the doorsteps of 
Boko Haram in the northeast was a 
strategy that worked for the military. 
The Boko Haram terrorists, from indi-
cations knew they were in trouble and 
hence began to flee in different direc-
tions. In a short time, the Forest of evil 
fell, as troops dogged through to the real 
abode of the tough talking Boko Haram 
commander, Abubakar Shekau at Camp 
Zairo. General Irabor has since not 
stopped briefing Nigerians on weekly 
basis on the day-to-day successes that 
continue to trail efforts to flush Boko 
Haram out of the north-east zone of 
the country.

Interestingly, the ability of troops to 
turn the heat against Boko Haram had 
led to the rescue of close to 50,000 men, 
women and children hitherto held cap-
tive at different locations in the region 
by the insurgents. In the month of April 
2016 alone, troops had rescued not less 
than 11,595 captives and subsequently 
profiled them for different Internally 
Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps in 
Borno state.

From October 2016 till date, troops 
have been rescuing an average of 500 
captives from Boko Haram strongholds 
in the northeast, according to statistics 
by General Irabor. They have also ar-
rested several Boko Haram terrorists, 
seizing from them arms and ammuni-
tions in different grades.

What Nigerians considered as soul-
lifting about the military campaign 
in the northeast is the manner troops 
opened-up avenues for the rescue of 
Chibok Secondary school girls, an epi-
sode in the raging Boko Haram menace 
that set Nigerians blinking instantly on 
the world map. Aside the release of 21 of 
the Chibok girls at the tail end of 2016, 

the Nigerian Army had also facilitated 
the release of more at different times. 
Hope remains high that more of them 
would soon regain freedom with the 
fall of Sambas.

The success stories of Nigerian mili-
tary on the war against terrorism are 
better told with the simple logic applied 
to crack the riddle around the supposed 
invincibility of Boko Haram in Nigeria 
and the neighbouring West African 
Countries. The process began with the 
advent of President Muhammadu Bu-
hari in the political leadership of Nigeria.

Living up to the billing on his cam-
paign promise to restore security to Ni-
geria, Buhari announced the temporary 
relocation of the military headquarters 
to Borno State. His government also 
ensured the resourcing of the Nigerian 
Army with all logistics and up-to-date 
war equipment. Being the Commander-
In-Chief, President Buhari had always 
been in tune with the military opera-
tions in the northeast. On conviction, 
he announced that the military would 
snuff out life out of Boko Haram by 
December 2016 and hence raised the 
spirit of the troops to bring the promise 
to fulfilment. Today, Buhari gets the 
glory of winning the war against Boko 
Haram, a feat his predecessor had rue-
fully bungled in the face of begging 
opportunities.

Some schools of thought posited 
that the past regime of former Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan had severally 
indulged the Boko Haram insurgents 
with the kid gloves it deployed to attend 
to the dilemmas that they posed. It has 
been etched boldly on record that the 
Jonathan’s government raised huge 
funds to prosecute the war against Boko 
Haram and strangely allowed some ele-
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The new MacBook Pro — Design, 
Performance and Features — Apple

A
pple has just an-
nounced its latest 
generation of Mac-
book laptops. In the 
week that marks the 

25th anniversary of the com-
pany’s first notebook, Apple is 
trying to redefine the modern 
notebook again with the intro-
duction of a new “Touch Bar” 
secondary display above the 
keyboard.

The new Macbook features an 
all-new design and redesigned 
components. The aluminum 
body is metal on all sides. It 
comes in 13-inch and 15-inch 
models in silver and space gray.

Both versions are thinner 
and a half-pound lighter than 
their previous generation coun-

terparts. The 13-inch is 23% 
smaller in volume and weighs 
just 3 pounds. The 15-inch is 20% 
smaller and weighs 4 pounds.

The Force Touch trackpad is 2 
times as big as the previous track-
pad, giving you a lot more room 
for navigating and for gestures.

Where function keys used to 
exist is now the main new fea-
ture of this new Macbook line: 
it’s called the “Touch Bar,” and 
it’s a touch-sensitive secondary 
Retina display. Touch Bar is ap-
plication specific, so it puts vari-
ous tools at your fingertips as you 
navigate between various apps.

 If you need the standard sys-
tem function keys, simply hold 
the Fn button and you’ll see the 
keys show up as buttons in the 
Touch Bar.

While using the Photos app, 
you can view a photo in full 
screen on your main display 
while navigation is put at your 
fingertips through the Touch 
Bar. Swipe through photos, play 
videos, and drag through videos 
directly from the Touch Bar. Edits 
and adjustments can be made to 
photos just by touching and drag-
ging various controls and sliders 
in the Touch Bar.

In Photoshop, the Touch Bar 
combines with the keyboard and 
trackpad to create a natural way 
to edit photographs. The Touch 
Bar changes to show just the 
controls you need for each tool 
and task.

Resizing tool sizes is as easy as 
dragging a slider across the Touch 
Bar. In addition to multi-key key-

board shortcuts, the Touch Bar 
puts things behind single buttons 
available at your fingertips.

The Touch Bar also means you 
can select colors with your left 
hand while painting those col-

ors onto a photo with your right 
hand on the trackpad.

For more customization, 
there’s a menu for customizing 
your Touch Bar so that it displays 
just the tools you need. Drag the 
buttons down past the bottom of 
your main display to see it pop up 
in the Touch Bar.

The display of the new Mac-
book is the “best display ever,” 
Apple says. It’s 67% brighter, has 
a 67% higher contrast ratio, and 
displays 25% more colors. And it 
consumes less power.

 Other features in the new 
Macbooks include Touch ID for 
logging in and switching users 
with fingerprints, a dedicated Siri 
key, a superfast SSD, a revamped 
cooling system for quieter op-
eration, new speakers that are 

smaller yet louder, Intel i5/i7 
dual core processors, Intel Iris 
graphics, 4 versatile Thunderbolt 
3 ports, and 10 hour battery life.
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EU tips Nigeria to be one of 
world’s biggest markets in 2020

N
igeria would sure 
become one of the 
biggest markets in 
the world in just 
three more years, 

the European Union (EU) has 
declared, disclosing the reason for 
huge interest from Europe.  The 
head of the European Union del-
egation to Nigeria and ECOWAS, 
the ambassador, Michel Arrion, 
made this declaration in Port 
Harcourt during a working visit 
to the President of Port Harcourt 
Chamber of Commerce, Emi 
Membere-Otaji at the secretariat.

Arrion said Port Harcourt rep-
resented a very important region 
in Nigeria for the implementation 
of the diversification policy of 
the Federal Government, add-
ing that the EU was attracted to 
Nigeria because of the increasing 
population and projection that 
Nigeria would be one of the big-
gest markets in the world by the 
year 2020.

The EU envoy who disclosed 
that European goods were better 
in quality but very expensive in 
price, however, noted that his 
objective was to invest and pro-
duce in Nigeria, while making 
strategic contact with investors 
from Europe, Nigeria and the 
ECOWAS sub region.

Arrion acknowledged that Af-
rica is EU’s nearer neighbour and 
shared same big market having 
good comparative advantages in 
terms of rule of law and finance. 
He identified areas of challenge 
in Nigeria as power, non tax free 
zones, roads, water and poor ‘Ease 
of Doing Business’ with the out-
side world when compared with 
other countries as ranked by the 
World Bank.

He disclosed that the EU has 
held a business forum in Lagos 
which focused on health and 
electricity. He announced that 

they would partner with the Port 
Harcourt Chamber of Commerce 
to host an EU Business Forum in 
Port Harcourt in April, 2017.

Arrion also spoke on EU grants 
targeted at stimulating local econ-
omies; and said such grants would 
be made available to help in 
financing bankable projects like 
the 10 million Euros grant in the 
North for 10km solar farms.

He observed that 70 per cent 
of illegal business in Nigeria and 
the ECOWAS sub region were 
not recorded which would have 
generated more tax for govern-
ment, and assured that the EU 
was ready to discuss with Federal 
and state governments includ-
ing private sector operators. He 
said the EU has plans to expand 
partnership and build mutually 
beneficial cooperation with Port 
Harcourt Chamber of Commerce, 
Industry, Mines and Agriculture 
(PHCCIMA).

He had during the visit dis-

closed that they were working 
together and impressing on the 
Presidential Committee to facili-
tate the ‘Ease of Doing Business 
in Nigeria’. He said the European 
Enterprise Network (EEN) and 
Belgian-Nigeria Chamber of 
Commerce were working closely 
to create a network to help Small 
and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
develop skills and increase pro-
ductivity of Nigerian workers 
with other countries through 
skills acquisition programmes.

He identified inefficient secu-
rity and criminal justice systems 
as the bane of global investments.

A member of the delegation, 
Filippo Amato, distributed some 
documents which include the 
Economic Partnership Agree-
ment (EPA) between the EU and 
West Africa, the EU Trade and 
Development Policy on 10 ben-
efits of the EPA and the Horizon 
2020 EU Framework Programme 
for Research and Innovation. He 

said they were harping on the 
opportunity the agreement could 
offer, adding that the first ‘Busi-
ness Forum’ was in the North and 
the focus was textiles before the 
recent one in Lagos.

According to him the EU Busi-
ness Forum planned for Port 
Harcourt would hold in April, the 
programme and content would be 
sent to the Chamber and request-
ed the PH Chamber to identify 
about 150 best participants for the 
one day seminar. 

The President of PHCCIMA, 
Emi Membere-Otaji, a medi-
cal doctor, in his response com-
mended the European Union for 
their support which is said to be 
more than that from any other 
key country such as the USA 
and China. He assured them of 
PHCCIMA partnership to host a 
successful Business Forum in Port 
Harcourt.

He promised to extend par-
ticipation to nearby states. He 

said the ‘Ease of Doing Business’ 
is challenging, and added that 
businesses are feeling the impact 
of multiple taxation. He said only 
recently one had to go through 
14 agencies in the ports in Lagos 
to clear goods, and observed 
that the cause of Nigeria’s prob-
lem was the availability of oil 
money concurrently shared at 
the federation account in federal 
capital, Abuja.

He advised that the current 
downturn in oil price was a wake-
up call to government at all levels 
and the private sector to diversify, 
adding also that the only solution 
would be government support 
to local enterprises as most of 
the companies in the Niger Delta 
were directly or indirectly related 
to oil and gas business.

He solicited for encouragement 
of intra-African trade and intra-
country trade, and development 
of the oil and gas value chain, 
building more fertilizer plants and 
petrochemical companies, as well 
as development of the sea ports in 
the South-South region.

He requested the EU Ambas-
sador to establish a consular 
service centre for European 
countries in Port Harcourt, and 
promised to look into opportu-
nities the EU–EPA could offer 
beyond the Enterprise European 
Network (EEN). These would 
leverage on the EU for other 
business support.

He presented copies of the 
1st and 2nd editions of the Com-
merce Port Harcourt Magazine 
to the ambassador and Filippo 
Amato. The Chamber will send 
copies of the 2nd edition of the 
Commerce Port Harcourt to the 
Embassy of Burkina Faso in Abuja 
for easy circulation. The Chamber 
is expected to source for other 
donor and finance organisations 
through a Consultant, saying a 
team to work with the Consultant 
shall be constituted soon.

 

IgnatIus Chukwu

- Ambassador says 70% of businesses are unrecorded

Port Harcourt Chamber of Commerce president, Emi Membere-Otaji (left) presenting a copy of Commerce Port Harcourt Magazine to the EU 
Ambassador to Nigeria, Micheal Arrion while members of the delegation and PHCCIMA management looks on during the visit of EU delegation 
to PHCCIMA secretariat in Port Harcourt.

Recession: Aregbesola charges graduates to embrace agriculture

T
he Governor of Osun, 
Rauf Aregbesola, has 
charged university grad-
uates in Nigeria to shift 

attention from white collar jobs 
and embrace agriculture as a 
means of stemming the tide of 
unemployment. 

The governor said that the 
present economic situation has 
shown Nigerians the need to 
encourage farming as the only 
alternative to crude oil.

Aregbesola gave the charge 

while addressing a gathering 
during the 6th convocation cer-
emony of Fountain University, 
Osogbo. He noted that there is 
no aspect of life that  can do with-
out agriculture, saying Nigerian 
graduates must henceforth stop 
searching for formal jobs that 
seems to be no longer in existence.

The Governor called for pro-
ductivity, resilience and hard-
work among Nigerians, stressing 
that the present nation’s economy 
demands one to be self-employed.

According to him, there is no 
other alternative to sustain our 
economy than for us to build the 

required interest in agriculture 
and brace up with anything that 
can promote food production 
capacity.

Aregbesola held that Nigerians 
must, as a matter of urgency, in-
vest in things that would prevent 
farming in the next five years 
if truly the nation was ready to 
overcome her present economic 
challenges.

Lamenting on the dwindling 
revenues from the crude oil pro-
duction, Aregbesola said unless 
the country sees the need to pro-
mote agriculture, efforts to bring 
back the dwindling economy may 

be gloomy.
“There is need for us especially 

our young graduate to lead the 
nation in promoting agriculture 
as the only realistic surviving 
alternative to economy.

“We must not but embrace 
farming because it is only agri-
culture that has direct links to all 
aspects of life.

“Nigeria has grown to the stage 
through which her food produc-
tion capacity must be urgently 
expanded to meet the general 
needs of the citizenry and as well 
enhance exportation.

“The time to enhance pro-

ductivity has come. We must all 
embrace productivity. We must 
produce whatever we desire to 
consume”, he added.

Congratulating the graduating 
students, Aregbesola charged 
them to adapt to the virtues they 
acquired in the institution.

He called on them to get pre-
pared for the challenges ahead 
and life after university which he 
described as “challenging”.

“You must all prepare the chal-
lenges ahead especially at this pe-
riod of over saturated tendencies 
of labour market. You need grim 
determination to succeed. 

akInremI FeyIsIpo
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D
akuku Peter-
side, incum-
bent director-
general of Ni-
geria Maritime 

Administration and Safety 
Agency (NIMASA) and 
former candidate of the 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC) in the 2015 Rivers 
governorship election, has 
criticised an alleged at-
tempt by the state Gov-
ernor, Nyesom Wike, to 
repeal the Rivers Reserve 
Fund Law No. 2 of 2008. 
The law was enacted to en-
able the state government, 
each month, save some 
money from its incomes, 
to be kept in perpetuity, for 
the rainy day.

BDSUNDAY checks in-
dicate that the fund had 
accrued to more than N55 
billion before May 2015. 
But Governor Wike admin-
istration had in early 2016, 
accused immediate past 
government of Chibuike 
Rotimi Amaechi of with-
drawing N53 billion from 
the fund before leaving 
office on May 29, 2015.

The accusation had been 
contained in a state Judi-
cial Commission set up by 
Wike, headed by Justice 
George Oremeji, which 

“At a time when coun-
tries of the world are work-
ing hard to secure a sustain-
able future for their people, 
looking for more avenues 
to increase their savings 
for future needs, when the 
Federal Government is do-
ing all it can to increase our 
foreign reserves, Governor 
Wike is doing exactly the 
opposite,” said Peterside.

 
He said, Rivers people 

were worried that the 
governor allegedly lacked 
sense of accountability 
and responsibility: “This is 
a state where nobody saw 
the 2016 budget, where 
2017 budget re c ently 
signed (into law) by the 
governor is yet to be made 
available to anybody, in-
cluding members of the 
House of Assembly. Wike 
should not make the future 
of our state seem hopeless.”

T h e  N I M A S A  b o s s 
claimed that: “Not too long 
ago, the Federal Govern-
ment refunded over N15 
billion to the coffers of Riv-
ers State from excess deduc-
tion over Paris Club exit. Till 
date, the state governor has 
not told Rivers people what 
he intends to do with the 
money.

 “Nobody knows what 
has happened to the mon-

ey. Doctors, teachers, fire 
servicemen, pensioners, 
amongst others, are pro-
testing unpaid wages and 
lack of working tools. Here 
is also a governor who has 
borrowed over N100 billion 
since he assumed office; 
but nothing on ground to 
justify such huge amount.  
The same man is now seek-
ing to repeal law that makes 
it compulsory for the state 
to save monthly from its 
federal allocation,” he said.

Peterside, who was a for-
mer member of the House 
of Representatives at the 
National Assembly, tasked 
Rivers people to call Gov-
ernor Wike to order over 
his alleged “desperation 
to compromise all known 
policies, programmes and 
institutions created by his 
predecessor”; saying it was 
capable of throwing the 
state into chaos.  

He accused the governor 
of not being able to employ 
anybody since he came 
into office; but has allegedly 
“rendered many people job-
less and helpless. Staffs of 
TIMARIV and RSSDA are 
still being owed till date; 
just as many of the primary 
health centers and primary 
schools built by the Amae-
chi-led administration have 
been abandoned.”

Peterside chides Wike over repeal 
of Rivers Reserve Fund Law

submitted its report, rec-
ommending that Amaechi 
among others, should re-
turn N97 billion to the state.

Peterside, while reacting 
to a bill presented before 
the 8th Rivers Assembly, 
seeking to repeal the Riv-
ers State Reserved Fund 
Law No 2 of 2008, said 

that immediate past gov-
ernor, Chibuike Amaechi, 
had upon assumption of 
office (in October 2007), 
informed Rivers people of 
the expediency to save for 
future needs, hence the 
passage of the bill in 2008, 
and assented-to by the ex-
governor.

But he said it was shock-
ing to learn of an alleged de-
cision by Wike to repeal the 
law, which he (Peterside) 
described “a landmark law 
among states in Nigeria”; 
accusing the governor of 
allegedly lacking “creative 
ideas on how to govern the 
state.”

N
igerian Ex-
port Promo-
tion Council 
(NEPC) has 

put in place every nec-
essary safe guard to 
ensure that all products 
that leave Nigeria meet 
the international stan-
dard by ensuring that 
they are certified by all 
the relevant agencies.

The Executive Direc-
tor and Chief executive 
of Nigerian Export Pro-
motion Council (NEPC) 
Olusegun Awolowo, 
who announced this 
at a capacity building 
workshop for ‘Effective 
utilisation of Nigerians 
in the Diaspora as a ve-
hicle for Expansion of 

of Nigerian products 
outside the country. 

“The issue of rejec-
tion has always been 
on the aspect of qual-
ity and unfortunately 
the problem was also 
compounded by the 
fact that some of these 
products are taken out 
of the country without 
following the neces-
sary procedures, some 
of  them are  b eing 
smuggled when they 
get up there since they 
were from Nigeria they 
give us this bad image,” 
he said, adding “we are 
also appealing to the 
press, Nigerians gener-
ally to step up enlight-
enment campaign to 
tell Nigerians the nega-
tive effect that export 
of substandard product 
will normally bring not 

only to the country’s 
image but also to the 
exporters themselves. 
Because once the prod-
uct is rejected they lose 
almost completely all 
their investment into it; 
there is no need cutting 
corners,” he said.

The chief executive 
said that NEPC had set 
up an inter ministerial 
committee that would 
review the exercise 
and  put up an elabo-
rate plan to ensure that 
right from the farm 
gate the products meet 
international standard.

He pointed out that 
the government and 
all the agencies would 
stay by the exporter 
if he passed through 
normal process and 
was wrongly rejected 
by any country. 

Non-Oil Export for Eco-
nomic Growth and De-
velopment’ in Enugu, 
lamented the negative 
effects of smuggling of 
products on Nigeria.

Awolowo said that 
some of the agencies 
include Standard Or-

ganisation of Nigeria 
(SON) NAFDAC, Fed-
eral produce inspec-
tion service, Quaran-
tine services, and all 
the other agencies that 
have anything to do 
with quality control.

Awolowo, who was 

repres ente d at  the 
workshop by George 
Enyiekpon, director 
Export Development 
and Incentives, NEPC 
headquarters Abuja, 
said the action was 
taken to stop rejection 

‘We must ensure all products leaving Nigeria 
must meet international standard’

Dakuku Peterside

REGIs ANUkwUOjI
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Ambode: Lake rice and food security

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

O
n e  o f  t h e 
o u t s t a n d i n g 
features  of  the 
l a s t  Y u l e t i d e 
celebration was the 

launch of the now popular Lake 
Rice by the highly resourceful 
Governor Akinwunmi Ambode 
of  Lagos State.  A creative 
partnership between LAgos and 
that of KEbbi state, the locally 
produced rice project has since 
received  plaudits from millions 
of Nigerians, not the least being  
President Muhammadu Buhari, 
whose change mantra focuses 
on the diversification of the  
nation’s economy from the 
mono-product of crude oil.

It would be recalled that 
precisely on 5th July, 2016  
Ambode flew the kite when 
he said that his administration 
was putting finishing touches 
to the production of ‘Lake Rice,’ 
which would be available in 
the market in six months. That 
was some five months after the 

Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) was signed between the 
two states by March 2016. His 
Special Adviser on Food Security, 
Sanni Okanlawon, told the News 
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) back 
then that the rice paddy would 
be milled at Imota in Lagos State. 
He revealed that the reason 
that the state government was 
collaborating with its Kebbi 
counterpart was to ensure that 
quality rice was produced from 
the 2.5 metric ton-capacity mills 
to boost food security in Lagos.

Furthermore, he revealed 
that the rice would have been 
available in the market by then, 
but was delayed over some 
technical problems the milling 
plant had. Okanlawon said the 
government would soon add 20 
metric tons per hour to the 2.5 
metric tons Imota rice milling 
plant. With the machinery put 
in place, the state would sooner 
than later become a net exporter 
of rice in sub-Saharan Africa.

W h e n  i t  w a s  o ff i c i a l l y 
launched, Ambode described the 
event as an historic occasion as it 
showcased Nigeria’s capacity and 
capability to be a force to reckon 
with when it comes to boosting 
local production of staple foods, 
rice inclusive. With its affordable 
pricing regime of N12,000 for the 
50kg, N6,000 for the 25kg and 
N2,500 for the 10 kg not a few 
Lagosians pored encomium on 
the governor for putting a smile 
on the faces during the festive 
season. Besides, it was so well 
distributed that every local 

government area had a taste 
of the delicacy. Apart from its 
safety, devoid of the irritating 
stones found in some of the 
foreign brands its freshness 
stands Lake Rice in good stead. 
The lessons to glean from this 
agric feat are profound.

The first of such is that it 
would do Nigeria and indeed, 
Nigerians a world of good if we 
focus more on collaborations, 
cooperation and partnerships in 
various sectors of the economy 
rather than the asphyxiating 
competition that has become the 
hideous hallmark of our puerile 
polity. Each state has its area of 
comparative advantage. Why 
not identify such areas and put in 
place pragmatic policies as well 
as the effective machinery to act 
as catalysts for actualising them? 
With some 44 solid minerals 
available in commercial quantity 
and a variety of revenue-
yielding crops to boost food 
security several states would 
have been in a better position 
to increasing their internally 
generated revenue. That is, 
instead of their ever dependent 
governors going cap-in-hand 
to Abuja at the end of every 
month literally begging for the 
obnoxious federal allocation. 
The Lake Rice project has shown 
that.

The painful reality however, 
is the paradox of want in the 
midst of plenty. For instance, we 
have crude oil but over 56 years 
after political independence we 
still wait for refined products 

from foreign lands! Similarly, 
as at 2003 experts agric posited 
that Nigeria was capable of 
producing 18 million metric tons 
of rice but our farmers yielded a 
paltry 3.2 million tons. By 2002 
we were spending, or rather 
wasting a whopping N60billion 
yearly on rice importation. In 
fact, Nigerian rice merchants 
imported 24 million metric tons 
of rice valued at $8.86 billion 
(N1.77 trillion) from Thailand, 
Pakistan, India, United States 
and Vietnam in the last 10 years, 
it has been gathered.

In fact, the statistics are both 
startling and scandalous. The 
imports were shipped between 
2006 and 2015. In January 2006, 
the price of the commodity 
soared from $284.45 to $369 per 
metric ton. Statistics revealed 
that in 2006,  the c ountry 
imported 1.5 million metric tons; 
1.8 million metric tons in 2007; 
1.75 million tons in 2008; 1.75 
million metric tons in 2009 and 
2.4 million metric tons in 2010. 
In 2011, the nation also imported 
3.2 million tons; 2.8 million tons 
in 2012; 2.8 million tons in 2013; 
3.5 million tons in 2014 and 2.5 
million tons in 2015.

According to the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) Governor, 
Godwin Emefiele, Nigeria spent 
a whopping $2.41 billion on rice 
importation between 2012 and 
2015. He revealed this at the New 
Telegraph Economic Summit 
held in 2016. That amount was 
spent between January 2012 
and May 2015. Unfortunately, he 

noted that the trend had resulted 
in huge unsold stock of paddy 
rice cultivated by Nigerian 
farmers and low operating 
capacities of many integrated 
rice mills in Nigeria.

Certainly, we cannot continue 
on this path of profligacy. On 
this, experts such as D.O. Onu, 
K.C. Obike of the Department 
of Agricultural Economics, 
Michael Okpara University 
of Agriculture Umudike, have 
advised that policies aimed 
at reducing rice imports in 
Nigeria should consider those 
significant price and non-price 
factors that determined rice 
imports in Nigeria in both short 
and long terms. A restriction 
of rice imports through the 
use of import taxes, increased 
government support to domestic 
rice farmers through provision 
of credit and subsidies for rice 
farmers is advocated. This came 
from their extensive study 
entitled: Empirical assessment of 
the trend in rice production and 
imports in Nigeria (1980 – 2013).

More imp ortantly,  more 
should be done than said by 
our political leaders to ensure 
that we produce much of what 
we consume and even export 
because we have the capacity to 
do so as Ambode and his Kebbi 
State counterpart have amply 
demonstrated.

A 
colleague of mine oc-
cupies a three-bedroom 
flat in Ogba, Lagos. He 
took possession of that 

same flat in March 2012 as an An-
nual tenant with annual rent of 
N250,000 only. By three months 
to the end of the first year, the 
landlord had put him on notice of 
his intention to increase the annual 
rent by fifty percent. He wrote the 
landlord a reply declining such 
increment on the grounds that he 
was just barely a year old in the 
house and was yet to recover from 
the payment he made to secure 
the apartment as he had to actu-
ally cough out another N200,000 
to cover Agency, Agreement and 
all what not. There were back and 
forth exchanges of letters in view of 
this. At the end of it all, the landlord 
reluctantly succumbed to his su-
perior legal argument and allowed 
peace to reign (for a while) till 2014 

on the old rate.
In January 2015, the Landlord 

through his counsel served him two 
notices; an increment notice and a 
notice to quit in the event he rejects 
the proposed one hundred percent 
increment in rent, an introduction 
of Service charge of N150,000 (One 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira 
only) annually and other sundry 
charges putting his annual outgoing 
in the house at N729,000. (Seven 
Hundred and Twenty Nine Thou-
sand Naira) Our friend thought 
this was bogus, provocative and 
unacceptable. He fired a reply and 
registered his refusal in very strong 
term. The Landlord’s counsel qui-
etly left him to his choice as this was 
understood as an acceptance of the 
notice to quit. Three months to the 
expiration of his rent, he did a let-
ter via the counsel to the landlord 
proposing a counter offer of fifty 
percent increment and rejecting 

the service charge. The landlord’s 
counsel invited him for a meeting 
on receiving this letter. At the meet-
ing, my friend was shown a letter 
of offer by a co-tenant in the lower 
floor of the house, who runs a thriv-
ing Electrical parts business from 
the group of shops downstairs. In 
the letter, the landlord was offered 
N800,000 and N150,000 annually 
for any other flat that would be 
vacant in the same house. He there-
fore, made him see good reason 
why his counter-offer could not 
even be brought to the knowledge 
of the landlord. In fact, our profes-
sional colleague told my friend 
right there that the instruction of 
the landlord ab initio was to give 
him a Right of First Refusal based 
on the offer by the spare parts 
dealer or a matching order. He only 
decided to be moderate considering 
the fact that the tenant in question 
is a colleague. The long and short of 

this was, he had to either wait for 
the landlord to approach the court 
with a recovery suit or move out 
since in his own words, “this offer 
is unrealistic and therefore cannot 
be accepted”. In his own wisdom, 
he opted to pack out of the flat and 
alternate his accommodation with 
a more affordable option. He spent 
over three months looking for a 
cheaper option within and close 
proximity without luck.
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S
tarting a business goes 
with lots of challenges, 
especially on the level 
of structure, process 

and modeling. You may want 
to start an already tested, 
proved and successful busi-
ness models and processes, 
but with defined methods, 
instructions and guidelines 
to follow, but this may not 
work for someone who is 
independent-minded, who 
wants to be in-charge of his 
processes. For a person that 
loves autonomy and absolute 
freedom, you may wish to 
commence your own new 
venture and have total con-
trol over everything, and 
grow from there. it actually 
depends on you..

“Should I start a franchise 
or start my own company?” 
This is a very tough ques-
tion, as successful franchise 
ownership requires a very 
specific mindset. Most suc-
cessful franchise owners are 
able to effectively combine a 
strong entrepreneurial spirit 
with a willingness to follow 
proven systems.

That combination is hard 
to find and a franchisee who 
lacks either attribute will like-
ly struggle. The franchisee 
who lacks an entrepreneur’s 
dogged determination will 
have a tough time dealing 
with profit-margin fluctua-
tion and other business-own-
ership risks. The franchisee 
who lacks the discipline and 
desire to follow franchise 
systems will alienate him or 
herself from the franchisor 
and fail to deliver experiences 
customers expect from the 

brand.
Now, at the risk of over-

simplifying this very complex 
process, we’ll start with a 
quick overview to help fran-
chise prospects determine if 
it makes sense to stick with 
their job, pursue franchise 
ownership or launch their 
own business. Consider the 
following statements:

Employee: If the risks of 
business ownership scare 
you and you lack an entre-
preneurial spirit, business 
ownership is likely not for 
you, whether it be your own 
or a franchise business.

 Creative entrepreneur: 
If you possess a creative 
mind that feels constricted 
by boundaries and models, 
starting your own business 
is likely your best bet.

 Executive entrepreneur: 
If you are comfortable operat-
ing within a proven system 
and value support over au-
tonomous freedom, franchis-
ing may be for you.

 Of course, you should not 
make your decision based on 
which bullet fits you best. 
Those are simply conversa-
tion starters meant to help 
you explore your skills, per-
sonality, preferences, etc., in 
depth. Should you be serious 
about owning a franchise, I 
would recommend working 
with a franchise coach who 
can help you explore compa-
nies that fit your needs.

Here are the first three 
questions you should con-
sider when deciding between 
owning a franchise and own-
ing your own business. Use 
these as reference points 

Starting a business, should I go for 
a Franchise or New Venture?

when discussing business-
ownership options with a 
franchise coach.

Are you an entrepreneur 
at heart?  As mentioned 
above, business ownership 
of any kind requires an en-
trepreneurial spirit. You 
must be willing to act swiftly, 
lead confidently and accept 
full responsibility for your 
business’future.

 How much control do you 
need over the business? Ac-
cess to an established brand 
and proven systems are two 
of the biggest advantages 
associated with running a 
franchise business. How-
ever, franchisees must devote 
themselves to training and 
follow the franchise model 
willingly to truly benefit 
from the franchise brand. If 
you constantly seek to make 
changes/tweaks to improve 
systems and prefer total con-
trol, franchising is probably 
not for you.

 How much risk are you 
willing to assume?  Buying 
into a franchise system allows 
business owners to minimise 
the risks they face as a busi-
ness owner. In return for a 
monthly royalty fee, fran-
chisees receive significant 
support from their franchisor. 

Support falls into the fol-
lowing categories: training 
and support, infrastructural 
backbone, franchisee com-
munity and re-saleability. 
Together, these categories 
represent the value proposi-
tion of franchising. However, 
even the best franchise sys-
tem still requires successful 
business operation by each 
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ExcEllEnt 
lifEEvery human being 

is endowed with 
one natural ability 
or the other for 

wealth creation or income 
generation. Because there 
is a limit to what we can 
achieve through our natu-
ral abilities, we struggle 
through life and are unable 
to create enough wealth to 
fulfil our financial destiny 
as God intended it. Power is 
a special ability to do some-
thing. It can be both spiritual 
and physical. In wealth cre-
ation, power is a prerequi-
site. Before you can create 
wealth in the actual sense 
of it, you must be connected 
to a supernatural source of 

power which could either 
be in the realm of God or in 
the realm of Satan.

In the realm of God, 
power to create wealth is a 
free gift, but it has to be re-
ceived. The power for wealth 
creation that comes from 
God confers on a person a 
special ability superior and 
more potent than his or her 
natural abilities. The power 
to create wealth confers on 
you wisdom, knowledge, un-
derstanding and the resources 
to function in your financial 
destiny. This power would 
enable you to achieve greater 
results than you could with 
your natural abilities. Unfor-
tunately, most of us do not 
operate in this power either 
because we are not connected 
to it, or we are ignorant of 
how to function in it.

This truth is revealed 
in Deuteronomy 8:18 of 
the Holy Bible: “…And 
you shall remember the 
Lord your God, for it is He 
who gives you power to get 
wealth, that He may estab-
lish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is 
this day.” To create wealth, 
you need this divine force 
from God to propel you into 
results that transcends your 
human efforts. This divine 
force from God supplies 
the energy and power that 
pull around you opportuni-
ties and people that would 
stimulate you into optimum 
wealth creation. This divine 
force is nothing else than the 
blessing of God that makes 
good things happen around 
you.

The blessing of God is 
His influence in the life 
of a man that makes him 

succeed in whatever he 
does. The blessing of God is 
what supplies the force that 
makes a man wealthy. It is 
the conduit through which 
God releases the power to 
create wealth. The blessing 
of God empowers a man 
to function in his financial 
destiny. The blessing of God 
makes a man achieve what is 
beyond his natural abilities. 
The devil cannot prevail 
where the blessing of God 
is in operation. We struggle 
to become wealthy because 
the blessing of God is not 
yet operational in our lives. 
God makes a man He has 
blessed. When God blesses 
a man He makes him rich. 
“The blessing of God makes 
one rich, And He adds no 
sorrow with it.” (Proverbs 
10:22). Don’t labour to be a 
self-made man, labour to be 
a God-made man.

True wealth does not 
come by how hard you 
worked, but by how much 
of God’s principles you 
obeyed. Obedience to God 
is the main key that un-
locks the door of wealth. It 
provokes divine power and 
releases the force of God’s 
blessing. The instruction 
you obey determines the 
future you will attain. The 
greatest obedience God de-
mands from you is to avail 
yourself of the provision He 
has made for your salvation 
from sin and poverty by giv-
ing your life to Jesus Christ 
who shed His blood on the 
cross of Calvary for the 
salvation of mankind. God 
cannot commit His wealth 
into the hands of any man or 
woman who would not obey 
this instruction.

Power to 
create wealth

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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franchisee at the local level. 
The risk associated with this 
is something that must be a 
motivator for you.

Remember -- this is a very 
tough decision. While these 
questions can certainly help 
you determine whether busi-
ness ownership is for you, 
they do not help you deter-
mine what kind of business 
is right for you.

Be sure to surround your-
self with an excellent team of 
advisors who can help you 
pinpoint a viable business-
ownership opportunity.

We would take other per-
spectives of this article next 
week as we discuss further, 
however you can contact 
me for business advisory 
services and training - send 
me a message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

Life programming

E
veryb o dy must 
come to the realisa-
tion in his life that 
“God is Good”. In-
deed, He shows no 

favoritism, He loves us and 
wants it to be well with us.  
Based on limited knowledge, 
many times people attri-
bute the success of others to 
certain factors that appear 
around them. As a result 
they also justify their failure. 
However, this is not entirely 
true. Irrespective of our place 
of birth or lineage, we have 
all been born on a clean slate 
of life. Every individual was 
born special, loaded with po-
tentials beyond their imagi-
nations. However, many are 

not even aware.
Looking through life you 

can see that superstars of life 
are not those born with silver 
spoons in their mouths. Many 
are born in circumstances that 
should have swallowed them 
up in life. Some were born 
bastards, poor, uneducated, 
rejected yet they turned out 
successful. They were able to 
defy the challenges of life and 
overcome them. What makes 
you succeed is the original 
potential of God in your DNA, 
and every one of us is imbued 
with it whether we know it or 
not. On no condition should 
we allow our environment 
to determine the outcome of 
our lives. Yes, it is true that life 
might have programmed us 
wrongly, but does that mean 
life has the final say? No, the 
responsibility to change our 
story lies with us. The Scrip-
ture admonishes us that we 
should not allow life to scope 
us into its mold rather that we 
win in life by taking responsi-
bility for the renewing of our 
mind. This is no small task, 
as it requires every ounce of 

Debo Atiba
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strength in us to defeat limit-
ing and negative thoughts.

This season requires us to 
deliberately seek out informa-
tion that challenge our belief 
system. Most of our belief sys-
tems are rooted in tradition, 
culture and superstition. If we 
refuse to allow new informa-
tion to come in, we would 
remain in the same position 
throughout life.

When a new year begins 
like this, there must be serious 
self-appraisal in identifying 
areas where we have been 
programmed wrongly. For 
example, many believe that 
except they practise what 
they read in school, they can-
not succeed. Some believe 
that until they go to school 
they cannot succeed in life. 
There are others who equally 
believe that at a certain age 
it is over for them to suc-
ceed. All these are products of 
wrong programming and it is 
destructive to the potential of 
God that we harbor.

God’s programming must 
replace life programming; 
we must change our source 

of information, the fact that 
we have not attained what 
our hearts tells us we should 
have, is a proof that the infor-
mation we have is stale and 
requires replacement with 
right information. The first 
source of right information is 
the word of God. The words 
of man have programmed 
us wrongly long enough. We 
must be deliberate in our 
choice of friends. When your 
friends are not different from 
you in terms of reasoning, you 
need to change them. Steps 
like these and many more 
are what make for success in 
our world. The Bible says that 
new wine must be poured 
into new wine skin, otherwise 
the outcome would not be as 
expected.

In this New Year, deliber-
ate steps must be taken to re-
place wrong programming by 
life with right programming 
by the word of God. More of 
the WORD of God must be 
ingested deliberately to flush 
out life’s wrong programming.

 
Remain blessed

spiritonomics
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O
ne of the well-
thought and en-
during Corporate 
Social Responsibili-
ties, the Promasidor 

national Mathematics Compe-
tition is not only dynamic after 
16 years of its existence but it 
is creating traction to partners 
because of its huge success.

 Today, Federal Ministry 
of Education is planning how 
it can deepen its partnership 
with Promasidor, the initiators 
of the competition to further 
lift and widen the exercise 
which has assisted to create 
interest in mathematics among 
students.

 Ikechukwu Anyanwu, Di-
rector, Quality Assurance, Na-
tional Examination Council, 
NECO, who represented the 
Registrar told BusinessDay at 
the flag off of the 2017 edition 
said that “we are working to 
see how Ministry of Education 
will partner and fully come in 
to the exercise”

 Anyanwu further com-
mended Promasidor for the 
initiative which he said has 
been of tremendous benefits 
to Mathematics education in 
Nigeria.

Promasidor, a foremost com-

pany in the FMCG category of 
the manufacturing sector had 
in 2015 transformed the com-
petition to Cowbellpedia with 
TV telecast of the final compe-
tition.

 Last year, the company 

partnered with National Ex-
amination Council, NECO to 
widen the reach. 

Also speaking at the event, 
Olivier Thiry, the Managing 
Director of Promasidor Nigeria, 
reiterated the commitment of 

Ministry thinks partnership on 
Promasidor’s CSR Maths competition
Daniel Obi

the company towards educa-
tion, saying it is the most impor-
tant investment for the future 
of the children of Nigeria, espe-
cially the girl-child, because it 
allows them greater power to 
make informed choices.

 He assured that Promasidor 
will continue to support the 
academic development of Nige-
rian children.

Cowbell has been involved 
in the improvement of stan-
dard of education in Nigeria 
especially Mathematics in the 
last two decades, the company 
however brought all its inter-
vention under one umbrella; 
Cowbellpedia last year.

 He added that for this year, 
the thrust is to provide a cred-
ible platform that will identify 
and reward excellence in the 
subject area of Mathematics 
among Junior and Senior Sec-
ondary School students in Ni-
geria.

Thiry noted that across the 
globe, investment in education 
has assumed an entirely new 
frontier that Governments and 
corporate organizations have 
come to realize that building ca-
pacity in STEM courses which 
Mathematics is a key compo-
nent of, represents the driving 
force for development in the 
21st century.

Like in the previous editions, 
the Cowbellpedia Secondary 
School Mathematics TV Quiz 
Show is open to students in JSS 
3 and SSS2 from 10 - 18 years of 
age attending full time Second-
ary Education in both Public 
and Private Schools in Nigeria.

leading electronics brands move to 
shape the year with smart technologies

T
here is no doubt 2016 
was quite an interesting 
year for consumers of 
Electronics products all 

over the world, as the finest of 
innovative breathtaking prod-
ucts were introduced into the 
market  ranging from 4K OLED 
TVs to Washing machines; 
Sound systems; Smartphones 
etc. Leading electronics brands 
are choosing to bring consum-
ers up to speed with imminent 
technologies, their benefits as 
well as the significant differ-
ence they are expected to make 
in their day to day lives. One of 
such companies is LG Electron-
ics with its advanced and avant-
garde products.

 As the year begins, LG said 
it is again poised to impact the 
electronics industry on vari-
ous fronts. “Year after year, the 
company is remarkably known 
for churning out innovative up-
dates on its most popular prod-
ucts and 2017 obviously, will 
see the debut of more exciting 
technology than ever before”, 
the company said in a state-
ment. However, in keeping with 
the company’s reputation for 
leadership, the company said it  
is also planning to showcase its 
line-up of innovative breathtak-
ing new products to the market.

 

each other make decisions”.
  The next generation of TVs 

poised to enter the market in 
2017 promises to provide the 
most brilliant range of colors 
and the clearest displays yet cre-
ated. Industry mainstays will be 
anxious to draw attention to the 
advances made in color tech-
nologies in 4K, 8K and OLED 
displays to build enthusiasm for 
the next wave of TVs. Potential 
breakout candidates include 
4K UHD, glasses-free 3D TVs, 
curved screens and integrated 
smart video streaming services. 
4K UHD is the next generation 
of high-definition display tech-
nology for the home, offering 
consumers an incredibly im-
mersive viewing experience 
with superior picture quality 
compared to current HD dis-
plays.

 LG said it will be making in-
road into the automotive indus-
try in 2017 to take advantage of 
its IoT expertise to find new ar-
eas of growth. 

The pace at which techno-
logical innovations are taking 
over the world today is quite 
remarkable. Consumers are 
anxious to know what new 
innovations to expect in 2017. 

Strategic technology trends are 
potentially unsettling in na-
ture with the ability to break 
out of an emerging state into 
a broader spectrum. Infor-
mation and communication 
technology has grown in leaps 
and bounds in the past decade 
than ever before. Technology 
experts are of the opinion that 
the year 2017 will most likely 
experience implosion of more 
technological innovation into 
the market. As tech forecasters, 
prepare for another year domi-
nated by high expectations 
surrounding Smart Homes 
and IoT the average consumer 
could be forgiven for wonder-
ing when the technology is 
supposed to stand on its own 
merits. “LG looks to expand 
the reach of its SmartThinQ 
hub, now compatible with 
Amazon’s intelligent personal 
assistant Alexa as well as the 
SmartThinQ Sensor technol-
ogy. The appliances such as the 
Smart InstaView refrigerator 

and the SmartThingQ washing 
machine also fit perfectly into 
the IoT picture”.

 Head of Corporate Market-
ing, LG Electronics West Africa 
operations, Rajesh Agnihotri 
said in the statement “For LG the 
year is fully loaded with great 
products that will be trend-
setting and perfect for smart 
homes, which will further 
shape the year changing the 
narrative of technological inno-
vation. Indeed, 2017 is a promis-
ing year for us, as we intend to 
upscale existing products and 
also introduce newer ones that 
will meet the needs of our con-
sumers”. 

 “Internet of Things is where 
everyday items get chips or 
sensors, and apps join the in-
ternet from cars to toothbrush. 
This completely shows that 
apps which control IoT devices 
will also make use of machine 
learning. So in 2017 consum-
ers should look out for devices 
that will communicate and help 

L-R:  Olivier Thiry, managing director, Promasidor Nigeria Limited; Ayooluwa Oguntade, winner, senior category, 2016 
Cowbellpedia Mathematics TV Quiz Show; Juliet Ekoko, winner, junior category, 2016 Cowbellpedia Mathematics TV Quiz 
Show and Ikechukwu Anyanwu, director, Quality Assurance, National Examination Council, NECO at the 2017 Cowbellpedia 
Mathematics TV Quiz Show press briefing in Lagos recently.
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As Glory Christian Ministries (GCM) prepares to celebrate its 25th anniversary in March 
2017, Iruofagha Solomon James, founder and senior pastor of the ministry, unveils to Seyi 
John Salau the journey so far and his personal encounter with the Lord. Excerpts:

‘Ours is a business of life transformation, 
not building cathedrals’

For those who do not know you, 
who is I.S James?

I
.S. James is just one of the ordinary 
people of this country, the son of a 
poor fisherman from a fishing vil-
lage called Opooma in Brass Local 
Government of Bayelsa State. With 

my parent, I grew up in the fishing pond, 
going from one fishing pond to the other 
until the discovery of oil wiped out our 
way of life. So, those fishing ponds that 
used to dock that land have now be-
come deserted islands. I am one of those 
ordinary people who now live far away 
from those lands because of God’s call to 
go and fish for souls.

When was the turnaround in your 
life?

I became a Christian in my final 
year in the university. I went for my 
National Youth Corps in Bauchi State 
and later came back to Lagos to start 
the ministry. It was God’s call that 
changed all of that in 1985. I knew 
God’s call upon my life very early in 
my Christian life, precisely about five 
months after I gave my life to Christ. 
But it was during my youth corps that 
it became clear and distinct.  In those 
days, the call of God was not some-
thing you want to accept and like ev-
erybody else, I struggled with it. I did 
not like it and having being the only 
graduate from my family it was diffi-
cult to say you are going to serve God 
in the capacity of a full pastor.

 During the youth corps, God made it 
clear to me that the central part of my 
call was teaching the word, which is 
what I love doing. I am a bible teacher by 
calling even before the pastoring.

Those days, telling people that you 
are going into ministry was like a curse, 

it was difficult for me, but I knew obvi-
ously this was what God had called me to 
do, and I was willing to do it. I struggled 
with it for sometimes, but in the month 
of August 1985, from the very first day 
to the last day of that month, I really did 
not know what was happening because 
I locked up myself seeking God’s face.  
Literally, when I say seeking God’s face, 
I was fighting with God because I did not 
want to accept the call. I was so locked 
up that by the time I came out, a military 
coup had taken place, while Nduka Ug-
bade had led some young lads to win the 
World Cup.

 When I came out was when I heard 

all those news and I knew very well how 
much I struggled for that whole month 
when I was away with the Lord. But 
eventually, when God have called you 
to do something you cannot escape, you 
cannot win over God. When I came out 
and accepted the call and that was how 
the ministry got started.

 How has the experience been for 
CGM as a ministry in these past years? 

It is a moment when we thought we 
can celebrate our 25th anniversary be-
cause it will be exactly 25 years on March 
8, 2017 when this ministry started. In 
the course of the years, we have been 
able to make progress not as much as we 
would have wanted, but we are grate-
ful for how God has been using us and 
what He has done through us. Ours is a 
business of life transformation, it is not 
as much as in building monuments and 
cathedrals. The bible says, “What shall 
a man gain if he gains the whole world 
and loss his soul”, which means that from 
God’s perspective, the worth of one soul 
is far reaching than all the riches of this 
world. If it is just one soul we have been 
able to affect in this 25 years, in heaven’s 
perspective that is worth celebrating and 
obviously in this period we can look back 
at many lives in and out of this country 
that have been affected as a result of 
this ministry. The second reason is that 
it was God who thought His people; in 
the book of I Samuel, when God through 
His servant – Prophet Samuel called His 
people to mark a particular place with a 
stone, and that stone was called Ebene-
zer; saying the Lord has helped us, which 
is God’s way of letting Israel know that 
they are not there yet but where they 
are is how far God has brought them and 
they should celebrate the victory they 

have gotten so far to that point even 
though they have not reached their 
destination. So, celebrating life, achieve-
ment and what God has done is one of 
the ways God teaches His people to stop 
and acknowledge what He has done 
in our lives and that is precisely what 
we want to do during this period from 
March 8-12, 2017.

With the economic downturn, do 
you think celebration is appropriate?

 There is a lot going on in the country 
presently and because we ministers in-
teract directly with the people, we know 
exactly what is going on. And to tell 
you the truth, for some time we really 
thought of whether or not we should 
go ahead and celebrate, but again we 
realise the fact that life goes on in every 
situation. God want us to both acknowl-
edge and thank Him for what has been 
achieved, pray for what is coming and 
be always grateful in every situation and 
circumstance because for us Christians 
we have been told that all things work 
together for good. So, we want to really 
thank God for what He has done through 
us and in us in the past 25 years. For that 
purpose, we are designing and fashion-
ing this celebration in a very unique way 
unlike any of the anniversaries we have 
done in the past, this is basically about us, 
that is how we have design it. We prob-
ably will have just one day for a guest 
minister to speak to us.

It is a time to look back and thank God 
for how far He has led us and at the same 
time looking forward to what will be the 
next decade for our ministry.

We are going to have some time to 
examine ourselves, ask questions and 
if possible be able to through prayers 
know what God wants to do.

Seyi John Salau

Iruofagha Solomon James

harvesters renews effort to help people know God

H
arvesters International Chris-
tian Centre has again renewed 
commitments towards chang-
ing lives and raising pace set-

ters capable of helping people know God 
more at its 2017 edition of WINEPRESS 
with the theme, “Redefine possibilities 
for 2017” which started on Tuesday 17 
January.

Bolaji Idowu, Senior Pastor, Harvest-
ers International Christian Centre, in a 
press conference recently said, “In a life 
full of so much despair , darkness and 
hopelessness, the gospel of Christ can 
raise men out of the state of despon-
dency and take them into a state of total 
victory.”

The church according to Pastor Bo-
laji strongly believe the greatest change 
to happen to a human being and to af-
fect all areas of his life is in the spirit. 
Therefore, it is not uncommon to see the 
church identify with the daily issues of 
the Nigerian people in a pragmatic way, 
because the church is passionate about 
helping them to know the God they will 

meet at the end of days.
According to Pastor Bolaji, new be-

ginnings is not just the opportunity for a 
fresh start but sometimes, the chance to 
evaluate strategies, tactics, performances 
and accomplishments. “And what better 
way to do any or all of these than with 
deep insight and instructions from God, 
especially in a time like this. This is the 

summary of our expectations at WINE-
PRESS 2017,” he concludes.

WINEPRESS, which is an annual 
event, is geared towards building a 
deeper knowledge of people about Jesus 
Christ. It is enables individuals get a clear 
direction and encounter with God that 
will lead to career, business, and relation-
ships transformation.

Harvesters International Christian 
Centre core values, as a ministry is to 
provide support to people to enable them 
become what God wants them to be.

In giving support to people, Pastor Bo-
laji said the ministry has a set of volun-
teer teachers who assist in some selected 
public schools. ‘Making a Difference’ 
is another initiative of the church that 
reaches out to the less privilege in the so-
ciety, in partnership with an NGO called 
“Dustbin village” the church give items 
and provide two meals per day to school 
pupils. The evening session on Thursday 
and Friday witness a soul lifting min-
istration in songs and worship led by 
international gospel artiste Sinach and 
Chioma Jesus along with the host choir. 

The 2017 WINEPRESS, which ends 
today commenced with the imparta-
tion of the word by Rev. Sam Adeyemi 
of DayStar Christian Centre. The week-
long event also featured the likes of Rev. 
George Adegboye of Ever Increasing 
Word Ministries (Rhema Chapel); Pas-
tor Jeffrey Iyonawan of Miracle Assem-
bly, Benin City; and Pastor Sam Ore of 
Kingdom Ambassadors Christian Centre 
(KACC).

…holds 2017 WinePReSS

L-R: Dayo Ogunrinbi, Director Church ministry, Harvesters International Christian Centre; Pastor Bolaji Idowu, Senior 
Pastor; Seyi Amoo, Communication Manager and Deji Agboade, Director Multisite and Special Ministry during the 
Harvesters International Christian Centre WINE/PRESS 2017 media briefing held in Lagos recently.
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Kill the bore, jazz up your Adire

A
dire, the indigo-dyed cloth made 
by using a variety of resist-dyeing 
techniques, for a long time has 
been the discuss of many ladies 
good or bad; some would even 

tell you they have issues with the fabrics’ 
designs and colour because it looks dull and 
monotonous, kind of boring. That notwith-
standing, the Adire, which has been around 
like forever, still occupies its pride of place in 
many fabric markets in the western states 
of Nigeria. Its attraction and prominence is 
such that imitations abound, it would take an 
experienced eye to detect it, and that’s where 
Tolulope Oloyede Banjo comes in; your own 
personal Adire shopper.

“I have a natural eye for very good, top 
quality Adire. This must have been subcon-
sciously influenced by the elderly woman 
who used to make Adire around my family 
house while growing up. Also, my friends 
outside Abeokuta kept sending money to me to 
help buy Adire and send to them. I have been 
doing this for a while and I just thought why 
not turn this to a business? And here we are. 
So, technically, I have always been that Adire 
girl, but just recently branded the business”.

One would think the Adire fabric appeal 
would wane with time but no, it’s the other 
way round- people are still patronising it.  “In 
fact, the Adire market in Itoku has never been 
bigger. President Obasanjo wore Adire all over 
to meetings of world leaders during his tenure. 
Today, we also have celebrities like the singer 
Adekunle Gold; Arts enthusiast and writer, 
Lola Shoneyin; and the editor, Molara Wood 
among others making Adire a staple in their 
wardrobe,” Banjo explained.

According to Banjo, experience matters 
when it comes to identifying genuine from 
fake Adire fabrics in most markets. “Some 
fabrics do resemble Adire a lot. Factory made 
‘Adire resembling fabrics’ have perfectly 
drawn patterns on them. However, the pat-
terns, packaging, smell of dye and starch can 
help an inexperienced person to identify 
genuine adire from those ones. This is why you 
need to let us at ‘That Adire Girl’ help you in 
your choice. We know Adire, Adire knows us”.

Well for someone who has been doing the 
business for this long, and the fact that she 
gets them from the source itself, we may as 
well take her verdict for it. Hear her: “If I add 
the years I have been buying and sending to 
people, its well over four years. My fabrics 
are sourced from Itoku in Abeokuta, the an-
cestral home of Adire. No other people make 
better Adire. It is the native home of Adire 
worldwide.”

Today, reports have it that there are three 
primary resist techniques used in Nigeria for 
producing Adire textile; the Oniko, Alabere 
and Elecko.

She makes a nice case for Adire designs 
looking monotonous or boring- “If I was paid a 
naira every time I’ve been told Adire is boring; 
that the only styles one can sew is Iro/ Buba, 
I will be a multi-millionaire now. Adire can 
be sewn into any style: skirts, trousers, ball 
gowns, jackets, etc. Any style your Ankara 
fabric can sew, the Adire fabric can too. And 
you will agree with me that the Ankara is 
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one of the most exciting fabrics out there. 
What Ankara can do, Adire brings so much 
elegance into same. Ask Molara Wood; check 
out Adekunle Gold. It is all about finding a very 
good designer to work on it. It can also be used 
for soft furnishing...same as your damask and 
velvet fabrics.

She vehemently debunks any claim of 
Adire fabric being expensive and goes on to 
explain the price concept. “Did you say expen-
sive? There is an Adire piece for everybody re-
gardless of cost, so expensive is a relative term.  
The material used and the design process 
majorly determines the price of an Adire piece.  
The one made with high grade guinea brocade 

cannot be the same price with one made with 
Ankara fabric or white cotton. So, expensive 
does not even come to play here. People buy 
lace materials that cost as much as N150, 000 to 
N200, 000. Some special order Adire cost that 
much though, but compared to lace, Ankara 
and some other fabric like wooden, Adire is 
generally cheaper.”

For Banjo, Government advocating that 
Adire be used as school uniforms is possible, 
“but whether it is practicable is a different 
thing entirely. Adire to me is special- wearing 
it as school uniform seems and sounds awk-

With the Ankara fabric holding sway as the choice fabric for many festivities, ‘That Adire girl’, makes a case for 
the Adire as a good competition.

ward to me. Maybe as a cultural wear once a 
week, the way they do for sportswear but as 
an everyday wear, while it sounds like good 
business for this ancient fabric, it might be a 
long shot. But yeah, impossibility is nothing. 
The fact that Adire can be customised makes 
the proposition a distinct possibility though”.

When it comes to the push for ‘Made in 
Nigeria’ products, Banjo believes that charity 
begins at home. “This push is actually a wel-
come one and it should be encouraged.  It will 
also boost small and medium scale enterprises. 
However, it is important that connoisseurs of 
‘Made in Nigeria’ products emphasise quality 
because quality will go farther than quantity 
any time. You want us to buy from here? Give 
us the quality. And when we can get that 
quality control right, we won’t really need 
to scream Buy Naija, it becomes a natural at-
titude. Then we need to look at cost-pricing 
‘Made in Nigeria’ goods ridiculously higher 
than imported ones makes me feel something 
is not quite right”.

Asked if she has a shop or how interested 
or prospective clients locate this Adire girl? She 
says; “This is the age of social media, our store 
is online. Customers can place their orders on 
Twitter and Instagram by following us, or they 
can call or send whatsapp messages for it. We 
deliver nationwide, indeed we have orders 
from all over the world now and we are look-
ing to tap into other possibilities of spreading 
our reach beyond the shores of Nigeria.”



G
reat! 2016 has come to 
a close, it’s now time to 
celebrate our victories at 
the end of a challenging 
year, and maybe set new 

goals for the next 365 days. Tito sat 
drunk at a lounge in Surulere with 
his jolly friends, their tables filled 
with various alcoholic and non-
alcoholic beverages; each narrating 
their experiences in the previous 
year, amidst the loud music blar-
ing from the monster speakers. 
Gradually the conversation drifted 
to making plans for the New Year. 
Part of Tito’s plan was to reduce his 
alcoholic consumption which had 
consistently drained his pocket.

And so new resolutions were 
made, with plans to embrace new 
attitudes too, but the main chal-
lenge is following the resolutions to 
the end. About 60 percent of New 
Year resolutions are abandoned 
after the first two months, and the 
rest after 3 months, only a meagre 
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Now you have another 
chance to get it right
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percentage follow through to the 
end of the year. This most times is 
due to our refusal or rather igno-
rance in creating a solid roadmap on 
how to actualize these resolutions. 
Tito and friends never did that, so 
there are several possibilities that 
their resolutions might fail. They 
might just hit the bar again in the 
coming weekends.

However, Funke, my friend had 

an intriguing resolution; she wants 
a healthier lifestyle for herself and 
her family. Wow! But as simple as it 
sounds, it requires high level of hard 
work. That means sound body and 
mental health which would eventu-
ally trigger long life and prosperity.

‘Interesting…so what’s your strat-
egy?’ I asked

‘My key strategy is pecadomo’. Of 
course I have seen several adverts 

of it on cable channels, so I knew 
that ‘Pecadomo’ means Peak Can 
Do More!

Make no bones about it, Funke is 
a busy mum; very health-conscious 
and upwardly-mobile. She knows 
that ‘the family’s health is the 
mother’s scorecard’, and so would 
do everything to keep her family 
healthy and happy. I was not sur-
prised when she lectured me about 

young and trendy mums all over the 
country who are embracing the use 
of Peak Milk beyond the traditional 
bread and tea; to prepare traditional 
foods like eba, semo, amala, pound-
ed yam, et al (sounds strange right?).

‘So why Peak in particular and 
not any other milk brands?’ I quizzed

‘Peak is an iconic brand of great 
quality and pedigree and produced 
under strict hygiene, as the compa-
ny adheres strictly by international 
standards’

I was impressed, and well, Funke 
preached on. ‘These milk recipes 
are a great strategy of meeting the 
nutritional needs of every family 
member as critical nutrients are 
situated at key gastronomic touch 
points. It’s the right thing to do in 
this age when we hardly have time 
for decent meals’. She explained 
with vigour.

Indeed it’s a New Year and an-
other chance to get it right; a fresh 
start, a new chapter in life waiting 
to be written. New questions to be 
asked and answers to be discovered, 
embraced, and loved and then live 
life in this transformative year of 
delight and self-discovery!

For me, I have decided to innovate 
by trying new things, learning, liv-
ing, pushing myself, changing my-
self, changing our world; however 
to do that, there is need for stronger 
body and sharper mind; and milk is 
definitely equipped to enhance my 
mental and physical performances; 
giving me sound mind and body. 
So with our raised glasses of milk 
smoothie, we made a toast to a 
healthier 2017!



O
ne of the most impor-
tant decisions in life 
is the choice of a mar-
riage partner. If you 
choose wrongly, you’ll 

certainly pay for it because yours 
would be a life of misery.

My name is Andy Douglas and 
I’m a gynaecologist. I was born 
into a polygamous home 52years 
ago where I watched my mother 
and stepmothers struggle for my 
father’s love and attention.

My mother was my father’s 
only wife for three years before 
he decided to marry a second wife 
because my mother couldn’t give 
him a child. He went ahead to 
marry a third wife in his quest for 
a male child. Ironically, my mother 
ended up giving my father his first 
two sons before the other wives 
decided to play catch-up.

Growing up in a polygamous 
home was no fun especially when 
our mothers had to exchange 
punches. Those fights usually occur 
when one wife maltreated the child 
of the other. 

I was in primary school when 
my mother died. The woman that 
always had our back was gone and 
we were vulnerable to attacks from 
different quarters. My siblings and 
I went through hell in the hands 
of our stepmothers especially the 
second wife who obviously had 
wickedness imbedded in her genes.

This wicked woman would look 
for every opportunity to be mean 
to my siblings and me, and deny 
us of what was rightfully ours. My 
father would fight for us but not as 
much as our mother would have 
done and in the end, the wicked 
stepmother always had her way.

Rather than devote my time to 
fighting and trying to give this devil 
incarnate of a woman a dose of her 
own medicine, I channelled all my 
energy to my academics and with 
time, it paid off. 

My joy knew no bounds the day 
I got the state scholarship to study 
medicine in one of the universities 
in the United Kingdom. My father 
was happy that one of his children 
had made him proud.

Before I left for my studies 
abroad, my father and I had a very 
long chat for the first time in my 
entire life. He told me how glad he 
was that I was able to make some-
thing out of my life against all odds.

“I cannot say how proud you 
have made me. You never allowed 
the pressures you faced at home 
get in the way of your education. 
I know your mother is smiling in 
the grave right now,’’ my dad said 
with so much happiness displayed 
on his face.

He went ahead to tell me how 
much he regretted some of the 
choices he made in life and warned 
me against making same mistakes.

“I made so many mistakes in my 
life but the one that stood out is my 
marriage. Your mother was a good 
woman but I was not patient with 
her. Do all you can to avoid mar-
rying more than one wife if you 
want to have peace in your life and 
home,” my father advised.

I did not need his sermon to 
make me marry one wife because I 
was a living testimony. After what I 
went through in the hands of those 
monstrous beings, I had made up 

my mind not to let my children go 
through the same mental torture.

United Kingdom was paradise, 
especially for someone like me who 
had spent all his growing life in the 
village and saw little of the city. The 
environment was very superb for 
learning and I had everything I 
needed at my disposal. We were 
given stipends out of which I saved 
a specified sum of money on a 
monthly basis.

I returned to Nigeria as soon as I 
completed my studies and was well 
received by family and friends, even 
my wicked stepmothers seemed 
happy to see me. I was glad to see my 
siblings and knowing they were all 
doing well in their respective fields 
gladdened my heart the more. We 
had it rough but despite the chal-
lenges, we all came out fine.

Securing a job was not difficult 
because my result was extraordi-
narily good. I had no choice than 
to study hard because I wanted a 
better life and that scholarship was 
my flight ticket to getting to that 
height in life.

I got an enviable job in the city 
with a tastefully furnished three 
bedroom apartment and an official 
car. At that point, I started consider-
ing settling down. I had some ladies I 
admired from a distance and a few I 
would consider acquaintances.

Out of the ladies I had come 
across in my life, Comfort stood out. 
She was a perfect combination of 
beauty and brains. To crown it up, 
she came from a good family. The 
type of family I wanted for myself 
and that was one of the many rea-
sons I decided to settle for her.

Wooing Comfort was not dif-
ficult because we were no strangers 
and my success made it easy too. She 
was not materialistic but success has 
so many friends because everyone 
definitely wanted to be associated 
with anyone who is successful.

Comfort was trying to secure 
admission into the university when 

we got married but I promised the 
parents I would see her through 
her university education and I kept 
that promise. In a space of four years, 
our union was blessed with three 
adorable children- two girls and a 
boy- Deborah, Daniel and Dorothy.

After weaning our last child, 
Dorothy, I decided the time was 
ripe for Comfort to further her 
education. I enrolled her for JAMB 
to study nursing in a nearby univer-
sity so she could go to school from 
home. When the result was out, her 
score was impressive and she was 
admitted to study nursing.

While she was in school, I got a 
nanny to help with the house chores 
and most importantly, to take care 
of the kids until she returned from 
school. The nanny never had any 
cause to stay the night because 
Comfort was always home early 
but I began to notice some changes 
when she got to her final year. Com-
fort started staying out late and she 
always used her project work or 
one group assignment as an excuse.

After three kids, Comfort still 
looked very beautiful and heads 
always turned anytime she walked 
pass. One would think she had 
never had any child before because 
she had this flat belle.

Initially, I swallowed all she 
told me hook, line and sinker but 
when she increased the tempo by 
turning into a midnight crawler, I 
cautioned her. It worried me that 
she never cared how the kids and I 
fared when she was away. She was 
more into herself and took extra 
care of her looks.

As if that was not enough, Com-
fort started her disappearing act. She 
would disappear for days without a 
single word on her whereabouts 
and reappear with flimsy excuses 
of having to stay back in school for 
her project work.

With time, the kids began to 
bond more with the nanny and this 
worried me a great deal. I reminded 

Comfort that she was both a mother 
and a wife but I guess she was neck 
deep in whatever she was doing at 
that time. She had suddenly gone 
wild or maybe it was gradual and I 
was too busy to notice but it all came 
to me as a rude shock.

Before long, Comfort became 
uncontrollable and when things 
got pretty bad, I tabled the matter 
before her family. They all tried 
in their own way to talk sense 
into her but she was past caring.  I 
always gave her more money than 
she demanded so it beats me why 
she would act that way. She never 
cared how the children and I felt or 
how we coped when she was away.

When she returned one day 
after she had been away from the 
house for five days, I told her that 
she was no longer welcomed in 
the house. She had chosen a wrong 
path and I don’t want her to influ-
ence my children negatively. The 
moment I told her to stay away 
from us, her sense came back and 
she wept profusely, begging me to 
forgive her and promising never to 
leave again. I saw genuine repen-
tance in her and I opened the door 
of our home to her once again.

Comfort stayed for three days 
and vanished again without a 
trace. It’s not as if I was trying to 
track her but her friends who 
came looking for her most of whom 
where indecently dressed said they 
haven’t seen her in a while. This 
time, comfort was gone for several 
months and that’s the longest she 
had stayed away. I informed her 
family of the latest development 
in case anything happened to her.

The nanny looked after the 
kids for four years but resigned 
when her husband had to leave 
town for the village. It was more 
than a year then and Comfort was 
nowhere to be found. I had made 
up my mind to drag her to court 
for a divorce whenever she showed 
up at my doorstep again but in the 

My wife abandoned me and 3 kids; after their varsity 
education she resurfaced, begging for forgiveness

meantime, I had the kids to worry 
about. They were all less than ten 
years and needed a mother figure. 
The thought of marrying another 
wife crept into my mind but I im-
mediately brushed it off when I 
remembered what I went through 
as a child.

The fact still remains that no 
stepmother would take care of you 
better than your mother would ex-
cept that she was sent from heaven. 
I decided to sacrifice myself for the 
children. I can always remarry 
when I’m done training them.

Although the decision was not 
an easy one, I was glad my chil-
dren appreciated the sacrifice well 
enough and this reflected in their 
performance in school.

Deborah studied medicine and 
won several awards during her 
convocation, Daniel studied engi-
neering and was the best graduat-
ing student in this set while Doro-
thy, the baby of the house and my 
‘girlfriend’ as she always called 
herself is studying pharmacy in 
one of the federal universities in 
the country.

When Deborah was in her 
second year in the university, she 
called me one afternoon to tell me 
her mother visited her in school 
with lots of provision and she even 
gave her some money. I told her to 
give out everything she was given 
and never to accept anything from 
that woman again. My children 
never hid anything from me so 
anytime their mother visited they 
always made sure I was in the 
know.

The next time I saw comfort 
after she walked away from us 
more than ten years ago, was on 
my Deborah’s convocation day. I 
spotted her looking at her daugh-
ter with so much admiration as 
she stepped forward to receive so 
many awards.

They following day, Godspower, 
Comfort’s elder brother and a few 
of her relatives visited me. They 
were in my house the previous day 
for party I threw for Deborah and 
I could not understand what this 
visit was. After settling down on 
my sofa, they went ahead to state 
their mission. They had come to 
intercede for Comfort and beg that 
I take her back.

Are these people mad or pre-
tending to be mad? I thought to 
myself. Take who back? After how 
many years? What will I do with 
her? I was boiling with anger and I 
never expected them to come beg-
ging for her. They were no strang-
ers and they all know what I sac-
rificed to bring up these children.

While they begged, Comfort 
who unknown to me was outside, 
came in and knelt down in front 
of me shedding crocodile tears. 
Without mincing words, I told her 
that I would never take her back 
and that if she loved herself, she 
should stay away from my children 
and me before I make her life more 
miserable that it already looked.

All these while she abandoned 
the children and I but now she had 
come back to reap where she did 
not sow.

 
Readers, please advise me. If 

you were in my shoes, what would 
you do?
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At Nigerian hospitals, they 
tell you to ‘go and die’!
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S
ince inception into office 
in May 2015, President 
Muhammadu Buhari has 
severally gone for medi-
cal breaks abroad, and 

this time around, to rest.
Considering the humongous 

amount in the yearly budget allo-
cated to fixing the Aso-Rock clinic, 
one cannot but ask who really 
patronises it? Even the National 
Hospital Abuja is beyond the reach 
of most citizens when it comes to 
use. Every day, we hear of one 
‘money bag’ that has gone abroad 
for medicals, it is no more news.

Right now, everything is shoot-
ing straight to the skies because 
of the economic downturn, goods 
and services are fast spinning out 
of the reach of the common man to 
the point where it is ‘super expen-
sive’ to be ill; it is now a luxury, as 
price of drugs, as well as, medical 
procedures and even consultation 
have all soared.

I visited one of my aunts over 
the week and she narrated to me 
the sorry plight of the govern-
ment hospital where she took her 
daughter-in-law to for medical at-
tention. The choice of using a gov-
ernment hospital, versus a private 
hospital arose from the fact that 
there was a pool of professionals 
on head in case of complications. 
Also, you get more than one opin-
ion without special arrangements 
to bring in a specialist.

Here’s her story: We were 
referred to Shomolu General Hos-
pital in Lagos, because it was a bit 
close to where we live (there was 
no vacancy at Randle General 
Hospital, which is closer to us). 
When we got to the hospital, they 
called two doctors- a gynecologist 
and another, and they concluded 
that she needed to go for another 
test. She had done a previous test 
which cost N76, 000; after doing 
that, they said she would undergo 
surgery on Tuesday. From the 
result, they said the fibroid was 
on top her uterus, that is why 
she could not eat; that it is like a 
six month full blown pregnancy- 
that was how they put it. While 
in the hospital on Tuesday for the 
surgery, the doctors moved it to 
Thursday; by then her period had 
started, so I asked if they would 
do surgery while she was on her 
period? Because she was already 
losing blood, and with the surgery, 
she would lose more blood- I am 
not a medical doctor, but at least I 
know that. When they informed 
the anaesthesia, he said he could 
not do it, the doctor came and said 
he was going to do it- but without 
the anaesthesia they cannot do 
anything, because that is the first 
person work, to make sure they 
put her to sleep. Before then they 
had collected money for drugs; 
even for gloves, they said they 
did not have gloves. We paid for 
different things; at the general 
hospital, you pay for everything, 
even for syringe and injection. I 
don’t understand, people are pay-
ing taxes, even something as little 
as paracetamol tablets they cannot 
give you at the general hospital- so 

why are they running govern-
ment hospital? Even blood, they 
said we should not tell anybody 
that they do not have blood. They 
said it is not their policy and that 
we should get people to come and 
donate blood. When the people got 
there, they said the lab technician 
that was supposed to collect the 
blood was not around, and after 
waiting for a long time, the people 
who came to donate blood had to 
go home. Then, they said people 
came to donate blood on Tuesday 
and they have sent it for screen-
ing, but no vehicle to go collect 
the blood! In Nigeria, anytime you 
go to the hospital, once they look 
at your file, they will ask you to 
donate blood or get people who 
will donate blood for you or your 
patient. In fact they run it as a 
racket, some nurses have people 
they call to come donate blood 
and they are paid N11, 000 each. 
For just this, we have spent close 
to N300, 000.

I also heard the story of a man 
who was taken to the government 
hospital; they checked him and 
carried out some test, after which 
he was asked to provide the sum 
of N500, 000, for his medical bills, 
not considering if he even has such 
a capacity, in fact they just told 
him to go home and die! This is a 
man who does not even have N20, 
000 to his name! The doctors and 
nurses at the hospital are callous 
and unfeeling, even the way they 
talk is terrible.  Their concern is 
always about the money. They had 
to take the man back home. I just 
received news that he has passed 
on a few days ago.

Sometime in June 2015, there 

was an emergency and we had 
to take a lady who fell into coma 
over to the Lagos State University 
Teaching Hospital, LUTH. On get-
ting to the emergency unit, as soon 
as we arrived, the first thing they 
asked for was an initial deposit 
of N50, 000 before anything can 
begin. After that they had to look 
for a space for her, and she was 
wheeled in by us, as they had 
nobody willing to do that. By the 
time they started attending to her 
case, it was nightfall and most of 
the labs belonging to the hospital 
were closed, the only ones open 
for business were those privately 
operated- it was a busy night as we 
had to get several tests done, and 
then go back for the results. The 
patients’ case was so severe and 
she needed to be in the Intensive 
Care Unit, (ICU) but there was no 
vacancy there. A previous MRI 
had shown that she was bleeding 
in her brain and thus the doctors 
needed to perform ‘a bore hole’ in 
her head to drain the blood from. 
As of 8 am the next morning, the 
doctors were still not around, 
finally they arrived and the bore-
hole was done, but still no vacancy 
at the ICU, instead the nurses kept 
telling us to wait, that a vacancy 
might just come up (meaning a 
patient might die any moment). 
Meanwhile, in the early hours 
of the morning, you could hear 
wailings; a man had just passed on 
because the oxygen he was on got 
finished and the hospital did not 
have any. By 2pm, when nothing 
had changed, we asked for a dis-
charge note, so the patient might 
be moved to a private hospital, we 
were informed that LUTH does not 

give discharge notes to its patients.
To get a hospital offering ICU 

services was no joke; the amounts 
being called were monstrous and 
it was for a per-week basis! The 
first hospital we enquired from 
said their services were for N2.5m, 
another said, N2m, the other op-
tions were for N1.5m and N750, 
000. The later was picked and an 
ambulance was sent from the hos-
pital to pick her up. She was at the 
hospital for two weeks after which 
she died, without ever coming out 
of the coma.

My aunt also told me about an-
other of her relatives who had an 
injury on her foot, which refused 
to heal up. She was taken to LUTH 
and because they said there was 
no bed, they placed a small mat-
tress on the floor for her where 
several test were carried out on 
her. It was found that she wasn’t 
diabetic, so they suggested surgery 
and gave her a bill of N1m! They 
said she would have to undergo 
three surgeries; for the first one, 
she would stay at the hospital for 
a month (per week is N25, 000) 
and that alone is N100, 000 for 
the four weeks. The surgery itself 
is N300, 000, not inclusive of 
drugs, feeding, and numerous tests 
they would carry out. N1million? 
Where will her family get that 
sort of cash from? The hospital has 
indirectly asked her to go and die! 
Even if everybody pool resources 
together, that amount was just 
too much! The family had to take 
her back home and then resort to 
traditional healing methods. Right 
now, she is bedridden.

“At all these government hos-
pital, nobody cares for you. Even 

the nurses have no time for the 
patients. If you are ill and you visit 
the hospital alone, you may never 
make it out alive because nobody 
cares,” says Olamide Ajayi, a nurs-
ing mother who had her ante natal 
with one of these government hos-
pitals. “They keep referring you to 
different areas of the hospital for 
various tests, not minding that you 
are ill and weak. You will have 
to queue sometimes for several 
hours. It is not fair; government 
should privatise the hospitals, so 
that they will be run more effi-
ciently. At a private hospital, they 
take care of you. Everything is 
almost brought to you where you 
are seated unless you need to go 
run some test”.

“They keep saying we lost 
several billions of naira to medi-
cal tourism, why won’t we? Who 
wants to die? Those who can 
afford it prefer to go abroad for 
treatment because they will get 
the care and attention they need,” 
laments Ifeyinwa Okoye, who is 
self-employed.

“If I am pregnant today, my dear, 
I will save as much as I can and go 
abroad for delivery. It is not as if 
we do not have good doctors here, 
but the way you are treated and 
the amount of money you have 
to pay, considering the amount 
of discomfort you go through, it 
is just not worth it. They are just 
all about the money. Is it that the 
private hospitals are better? Some 
are slaughter houses, others are 
good and mega expensive, but 
government hospitals lack a lot of 
basic things. The callous attitude of 
the doctors and nurses, are enough 
to kill a person,” she says.

BeatTheStreet
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From The Voice Nigeria, Nigerian Idol, 
Project Fame to Big Brother Africa, reality 
shows have become quite popular and a well 
sought-after platform by many young people 
to launch their careers or showcase their tal-
ents to the world,hoping to thereafter make it 
on the big stage.

Of course, Uti Nwachukwu, OC Ukeje, 
Inyanya, Chidinma Ekile, Timi Dakolo, Arese, 
Karen Igho, Tayo Faniran, Beverly Osu, Tonto 
Dike-Churchill, Omawunmi Megbele, Katung 
Aduwak, and Ebuka Obi-Uchendu, all have 
one thing in common. They attained fame 
hood through reality TV shows. Reality tele-
vision shows came into public consciousness 
in 1991 when relative strangers were brought 
together and their interactions recorded to a 
live viewing audience in a Dutch series called 
Number 28. After the show recorded a high 
rating because of its novelty and the freshness 
of an unscripted entertainment for people, it 
exploded worldwide. The global success of 
reality shows like Survivor, Idol and the very 
popular Big Brother franchise, has proven 
that people are willing to observe and possi-
bly experiment with the behavioural pattern 
of complete strangers when put together in 
a controlled environment as epitomized by 
George Orwell’s book Nineteen eighty-four, 
a fictional dystopia novel published in 1949. 
The book describes a world of never ending 
surveillance by a superior called Big Brother, 
who makes use of the slogan ‘Big Brother is 
watching you’.

Regardless of a few concerns, particu-
larly on controversies surrounding the graphic 
content of the show, Big Brother has been a 
runaway success and has provided a launch 
pad for participants to further their individual 
careers and gain fame, or notoriety, as the case 
may be. The show has become an important 
part of pop culture, which is why it records 
massive turn out for auditions at the start 
of a new show and drives conversations on 
social media.

The Big Brother reality franchise has suc-
cessfully executed over 380 seasons in over 
54 countries and regions, making it one of the 
biggest and the most popular reality shows 
on the continent. From information gleaned 
from bigbrotherafrica.com, the show garners a 
minimum of over four million views across Af-
rica every season. At the start of each season, 
social media goes into frenzy as people support 
their favourite candidate and vote tirelessly 
to ensure their choice emerges victorious. 
Although it is a game of winner takes all, there 
is always something for the other contestants, 
particularly a solid platform to explore greater 
opportunities later in life. Besides, the show’s 
popularity and interactivity among viewers 
in different countries who forge an enduring 
bond and friendship continue to soar.

In 2006, the first Big Brother Nigeria reality 
show made its debut amid some controversies 
but as the show progressed, it gained popular-
ity and attracted massive viewership by the 
Nigerian audience. The BBN house played 
host to 13 contestants who were between the 
ages of 21 and 32 years. The show lived up to 

expectation as activities in the house were 
both exciting and challenging.

Francesca Owumi, then a student and 
budding musician, was well known for her 
scintillating makossa dance moves that won 
her a large fan base who was captivated by 
her dexterity in displaying the makossa dance 
steps. Frank Konwea, another contestant and 
a dancer too by profession, stole the heart of 
the voting viewers when he proposed to his 
girlfriend while in the house. The show indeed 
lived up to its promise and the ratings were 
through the roof.

Other participants who brought excite-
ment to the house included Ebuka Obi-
Uchendu, a lawyer-turned media personality 
and host of his own talk show, Rubbin’ Minds 
on Channels TV, where he has interviewed 
a number of famous personalities including 
Seun Kuti, Banky W, Gbenga Sesan, among 
others. Gideon Okeke, who left the streets of 
Ajegunle to become a house-hold name and 
an award-winning actor, popular for his roles 
in Tinsel, Gbomo Gbomo Express,  Gidi Blues, 
93 Days, among other movies.

 Katung Aduwak, winner of the show, 
went ahead to study film-making at the Digital 
Film Academy in New York and is now a video 
content provider.

Sandra Osaigbovo, now a fitness trainer 
and Zumba instructor and Maureen Osuji, 
who currently has a degree in fashion from 
the Fashion Retail Academy in London, were 
the other housemates in the debut edition.

Ten years after the first Big Brother Nigeria 
Show, the viewing public is anticipating yet 

another exciting time on television as Muli-
Choice Nigeria gears up for the second edition 
of the show. Huge turnouts at auditions for 
the 2017 BBNaija edition was an indicator of 
how the show has become a phenomenon, so 
much so that the auditions had to be extended 
to accommodate many young Nigerians who 
wanted to tap into the limitless opportuni-
ties the show avails participants. It certainly 
holds the appeal of catapulting ‘ordinary’ 
people from different walks of life into fame 
and fortune.

The question on the lips of critics however 
is, will the show be worth all the hype and 
live up to expectations? The public will have 
to wait and find out. Deducing from the buzz 
online and the continuous media reviews of 
past BBN housemates and their current situ-
ation, we might just be in for a bigger treat this 
time around.

With this year’s prize money being a 
whopping N25 million plus a Kia Sorento SUV 
valued at N16 million, Nigeria and indeed the 
world wait with bated breath for the next big 
star to emerge from the reality TV stage and 
to what extent this fame will take him/her.

Likewise in Africa, the Big Brother Africa 
(BBA), franchise has in the past nine years, pro-
duced 10 winners with two winners emerging 
in the 2011 edition. Of the 10 winners, three of 
them are Nigerians: Uti Nwachukwu, Karen 
Igho and Kevin Chuwang, whose lives have 
forever been altered for good. It should be 
noted that Kevin met and married fellow 
housemate, Elizabeth Gupta from Tanzania.

OBINNA EMELIKE        



My Lagos Dairies; a tale of  real life experience 

W
h i l e  t h e  c i n e m a 
hall was temporarily 
thrown into dark-
ness to set the audi-
ence in the mood 

for an enthralling show that evening, 
sooner the big screen beamed with a 
theatrical excitement.

With the quietude that enveloped 
the cinema hall, the sound oozing out 
of the big screen was serenading, the 
pictures were bold and actions were 
live enough to draw reactions from the 
audience.

The select audience was among the 
guests invited to the media screening of 
My Lagos Dairies; a movie that unveils 
first-hand experience of challenges 
people face trying to survive in the city 
of Lagos.

There was no dull moment for the 
audience at the FilmHouse IMAX Cin-
ema, Lekki, Lagos that evening. The 
90-minute movie held the audience in 
rapt attention besides corresponding 
emotions, empathy and comments, 
most of which were involuntary ac-
tions.

From the real stories of Sunday; a 
Bariga Lagos-based drug addict that 
was rehabilitated, a Mushin-based 
hoodlum that was mentored and 
changed to a successful business man 
to many other touching real stories, 
My Lagos Dairies is a must-watch for 
everyone.

Besides the media screening, the 
movie hosted a public premiere on Jan-
uary 21, 2017 at the FilmHouse IMAX 
Cinema, Lekki, Lagos. The premiere 
launched the 13 week documentary 
series which will begin airing online on 
Freedom Foundation’s YouTube chan-
nel as well as on television from the 
end of February. It will tell some of the 
real stories of rehabilitated prostitutes, 
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armed robbers, drug addicts, beggars 
and other neglected individuals in the 
society.

 Earlier, My Lagos Dairies also had 
a private viewing of “Reflections”, a 
unique photo exhibition by Kelechi 
Amadi-Obi where he uses notable ce-
lebrities as models to depict thought 
provoking poverty scenarios. This ex-
hibition was aimed at building further 
awareness and triggering social change 
and soul searching among Nigerians.

However, credit goes to Freedom 

Foundation; a faith based nonprofit 
organization of the House of Freedom, 
which took good 10 years to visit, com-
pile and produce these life experiences 
into a movie series.

According to Dr Tony Rapu, Senior 
Pastor at This Present House, ‘My Lagos 
Diaries is a first-hand experience of 
challenges people face trying to survive 
in the city of Lagos. Since inception, the 
Freedom Foundation has transformed 
and positively impacted several lives in 
impoverished communities including 

Okafor’s Law hits cinemas on March 24th 

F
ollowing the remarkable 
performances of her past 
movies in cinemas, such as 
‘Being Mrs Eliot’, ‘The First 
Lady’ and ‘Wives on Strike’, 

versatile Nollywood actress, producer 
and director, Omoni Oboli, will be tak-
ing her fourth movie, ‘Okafor’s Law’ to 
the cinema.

The movie, Okafor’s Law, which will 
be in cinemas from March 24, 2017 
features a blend of Nollywood talents, 
such as Richard Mofe Damijo, Blossom 
Chukwujekwu, Ufuoma McDermott, 
Tina Mba, Ken Erics, Toyin Abraham, 
Kemi Lala Akindoju, Yvonne Jegede, 
Halima Abubakar, Mary Lazarus, Uche 
Nnaji, Betty Irabor, Gabriel Afolayan, 
Ken Erics and Omoni herself.

Set in Nigeria ‘Okafor’s Law’ is a 
comedy movie with social conscious-
ness that tells the story of a slick serial 
seducer, Chuks (aka Terminator) who is 
an ardent player with the ladies. He en-
joys the attention of women, including 
girlfriends from the past. He believes 

that once a man has had a woman, 
he forever has access to her. When 
challenged by his friends to see if he 
can prove the universality of that the-
ory with three ex-girlfriends from his 
school days within 21 days, he accepts 

it. Turning on his best charm he sets off 
to try and prove himself, but his quest 
brings him to three women, Ifeoma, 
Tomi and Ejiro, whose situations in life 
have changed drastically since school 
days. This challenge of their various 
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but not limited to Ejigbo, Ijora, Iwaya, 
Bariga and Somolu, and led to the 
creation of this video journal which 
documents 10 years of my team and I’s 
experiences in these areas’.

‘My Lagos Diaries’ ultimate goal is to 
sensitize the general public about the 
struggles of these underprivileged per-
sons while providing an opportunity 
for interested individuals and organiza-
tions to support Freedom Foundation’s 
vision via donations and funding.

new statuses makes his quest to win the 
bet more and more insurmountable as 
he tries to prove the immutability of the 
age-old law, Okafor’s Law.

Toronto International Film Festival 
(TIFF), which recently screened Oka-
for’s Law, described Omoni Oboli’s 
movies as rooted in the eternal lessons 
of lust and saucy romantic comedy 
which further establishes her as a close 
match to American filmmaker Nancy 
Jane Meyers.

Nancy Jane Meyers is an American 
film director, producer and screen-
writer. She is the writer, producer and 
director of several big-screen successes, 
including The Parent Trap, Something’s 
Gotta Give, The Holiday, It’s Compli-
cated and The Intern.

With Wives on Strike going on to be-
come one of the most successful movies 
in Nollywood, Omoni who is seeking to 
outdo her past record is already putting 
plans in place to make Okafor’s Law the 
highest selling movie of 2017.
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An eye on the entertainment industry 

W
eeks back, Sandra 
Oyewole, media and 
intellectual property 
lawyer, delivered the 
post Made-in-Nigeria 

(MAIN) Festival lecture on ‘Innovation 
and Technology in Nigeria as a Catalyst 
for Economic Growth and Development’.  
In the face of economic downturn, she 
explained how the Nigerian economy 
can do better with more and strategic 
investments in the creative industry, 
especially entertainment.

Citing countries such as China, Rus-
sia, and the United Kingdom as success 
stories, Oyewole disclosed that the Chi-
nese government has taken advantage 
of its creative and innovative industry 
and that has taken the country’s enter-
tainment industry to greater height and 
command global attention.

For her, ‘Felebration’, a Nigeria en-
tertainment export, which promoters 
across the world have licensed the rights 
to host and organise in their respective 
countries, “can commend global atten-
tion and earn foreign exchange if Nigeria 
package it well and pay further atten-
tion to the creative and entertainment 
industry”.

According to her, it is not all gloom 
and doom for the industry. “When con-
sidering how to leverage and grow our 
economy using innovation and technol-
ogy we should consider what goals have 
been met. We have the talent, we have 
laws and there are plans to promulgate 
new laws, we have regulatory and 
security agencies like the Lagos State 
Law on Street Trading, there is finance 
like Project Nollywood and the Bank of 
Industry (BOI) and the Nigerian Customs 
Service is clamping down on importa-
tion of pirated books”. 

She however, highlighted ways to 
strengthen the industry, “I want to note 
that while it may seem like a herculean 
task to continue to connect our creative 
and innovative industries to the econ-
omy, it is doable. Other countries face 
similar herculean tasks and are able to 

tackle them. I say this because as noted 
above, we are already making inroads”.

To further the fight against intellec-
tual property theft in the country, the 
intellectual property lawyers pointed 
Nigeria to the anti-piracy police in the 
UK.

The Intellectual Property Office (IPO) 
of UK established Police Intellectual 
Property Crime Unit (PIPCU), a specialist 
national police unit dedicated to protect 
UK industries that produce legitimate, 
high quality, physical goods and online 
digital content.

Some of the successes of PIPCU in-
clude; £3m worth of fake goods seized 
since September 2013; Operation Watch 

which identifies 30,000 individual im-
ages of counterfeit goods on Facebook; 
and conviction of individuals from an 
illegal music forum sentenced and jailed. 
The 51-page crime report of 2014/2015 
has more details. The UK is one of the 
leading countries in the fight against 
piracy and counterfeit.

Impressed with the success of the 
Chinese Film Industry, Oyewole noted 
that in December 2015, the Hollywood 
Reporter reported that the Chinese film 
industry was valued at over $6.5billion. 
“Yes, the figure is correct. The fact is that 
all countries have their film industries; 
it is just that the big three tend to domi-
nate the headlines. Who would have 
thought that China had a film industry 

worth that much? But the fact is that 
China has recognised the roles of its 
creative and innovative industries and 
by doing the following, boosted its val-
ues- strengthening of its laws, building 
of studios, enforcement of the laws and 
clamping down on piracy and counter-
feit”, she said.

On the issue of the country’s unem-
ployment, and how the innovative and 
entertainment industry can salvage the 
country from the menace, the lawyer 
said that the broadcast media segment 
of the country alone can employ over 
2,000 Nigerians as witnessed in various 
Nigerian films such as ‘Invasion’, ‘Tango 
with me’, ‘The Gods are not to Blame’ 
and so many others which saw over 892 
Nigerians employed.
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Big Brother Naija commences today on DStv, GOtv

F
rom today Sunday January 
22, 2017, television screens 
will heat up as the doors to the 
Big Brother Naija house open.

The show screens live 24/7 
on all DStv packages on channel 198 
and GOtv Plus on channel 29 from 
today at 7pm (WAT). For eleven weeks, 
viewers will witness the drama, action, 
comedy and perhaps a few tears as 12 
housemates who are total strangers 
get to live together in one house, with 
only one emerging winner of the grand 
prize of N25 million and a brand new 
Kia Sorento.

There will be live eviction shows, as 
well as, the best of the live daily and 
weekly highlights shown on Africa 
Magic Urban, Africa Magic Showcase 
and Africa Magic World.  Big Brother 
Naija is sponsored by PayPorte, your 
preferred online retail store.



Travel
41 Sunday 22 January 2017 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

It’s a big outing for Sisa 
Ntshona, SATourism in Nigeria

I
n late September 2016, the 
South African tourism 
community and tourism 
stakeholders across the 
African continent were 

delighted when Tanya Abra-
hams, chairperson, South 
African Tourism Board, an-
nounced the appointment of 
Sisa Ntshona as Chief Execu-
tive, South African Tourism 
(SAT).

Those who know Ntshona 
were particularly delighted 
with his appointment not 
only for his exemplary track 
record and experience across 
banking and aviation indus-
tries, but more specifically his 
commitment to transforma-
tion that will see the sector 
grow through effective and 
sustainable inclusion of stake-
holders across the African 
continent.

Already, the new CEO is at 
work. He started by market-
ing South Africa to interna-
tional and domestic travellers, 
which is critical to the future 
of SA Tourism. But most im-
portantly, Sisa is leading SA 
Tourism to work together 
with its partners in the indus-
try within South Africa and 
the continent to further grow 
the sector.

One of such marketing and 
partnerships was Sisa’s New 
Year outing in Nigeria. The 
new CEO was hosted to grand 
receptions by SA Tourism and 
Nigerian tourism and hospi-
tality stakeholders in Lagos.

It was a big outing and 
a soiree of sort. The event, 
which held at Miliki Lounge 
in Victoria Island, Lagos on 
January 12, 2017 was at the in-
stance SA Tourism, which also 
used the platform to introduce 
the new CEO, celebrate three 
years of SA Tourism in West 
Africa and also celebrate the 

successes of the partnerships 
with its West African part-
ners so far. 

Of course, Evelyn Mahla-
ba, regional director for Af-
rica, and Pitso Hloni, re-
gional manager for West 
Africa, both of South African 
Tourism, were on hand to 
introduce the new CEO to 
the Nigerian/West African 
partners. The soiree kicked 
off with an open dialogue 
session between select Ni-
gerian media outlets and the 
designated panelists, which 
included: Sisa Ntshona, CEO, 
South African Tourism, Dar-
key Ephraim Africa, Consul-
General, South African High 
Commission, and Ambas-

sador Lulama Xingwana, 
South African Ambassador 
to Ghana.

Beyond the travel me-
dia, other stakeholders in-
cluding trade partners from 
NANTA, NATOP, TOUGHA, 
Wakanow Travels, Tourways 
International Travel & Tours, 
Tour Brokers International, 
World and Travel Land, Dia-
mond & Pearls, AvantGarde 
Tours, GET Centre Travel and 
Tours among others were 
equally present at the media 
briefing.

The meeting lived up to its 
expectation of encouraging 
free and open communica-
tion between the media, trade 
partners and South African 

Tourism stakeholders as all 
the parties took advantage of 
the open dialogue to discuss 
challenges of the industry 
and issues of mutual interest 
to both countries. 

While answering question 
asked by Ikechi Uko of ATQ 
News on possibility of a visa-
on-arrival in South Africa for 
visitors, Ambassador Lulama 
Xingwana said that work was 
being done in that regard and 
that Jacob Zuma, South Af-
rica’s president, was present at 
the African Union meeting in 
which the All Africa Passport 
was discussed. However, she 
pointed out that there was no 
instruction given on the mat-
ter yet.

Responding to the ques-
tion asked by of one of the 
Nigerian partners on long 
term visa issuance for those 
who do regular business and 
others with equally genuine 
reasons for frequent visits 
to South Africa, the panelists 
explained that the embassy 
would be open to accommo-
date such persons provided 
said persons could show valid 
proof of the genuine reasons 
they may have for continuing 
to go back.

However, the panelists con-
cluded that the Xenophobia 
crisis was not a reflection of 
the general South African pub-
lic’s attitude towards West Af-
ricans, as the Rainbow coun-
try welcomes every West 

African with warmth, and 
assured that the government 
has put in place measures to 
checkmate its reoccurrence.

After the media parley, the 
event took a soft mood at Mi-
liki’s garden with networking 
where guests were taken on a 
journey to South Africa amid 
good food and drinks. Celebri-
ties previously hosted to South 
Africa such as Tiwa Savage 
and Praiz, both Nigerian mu-
sicians, AY, a comedian, O.C 
Ukeje, an actor, among others 
were also in attendance to 
enjoy the celebration.

At the end and in apprecia-
tion of the grand introduction 
by SA Tourism and warm 
reception by the Nigerian 
trade partners, Sisa Ntshona, 
CEO, South African Tourism, 
pledged to foster closer ties 
with the West African tour-
ism community in order to 
encourage the development 
of tourism in the region as well 
and the continent at a large.  
He commended the trade 
partners for their individual 
and collective contributions in 
marketing SAT to their clients 
across the country and West 
African region and asked 
for further collaborations in 
growing the tourism value-
chain across the continent in 
order to create jobs, empower 
people, create wealth and 
ultimately grow Africa as 
one destination for the global 
tourists. 

Obinna EmElikE
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Gambia will rise again

S
ince the last quarter of 
2016, when the Presiden-
tial Election campaigns 
were flagged off in The 
Gambia, the tourism in-

dustry of the West African country 
started declining due to specula-
tions of imminent political unrest 
as many political analysts feared 
the incumbent president will lose 
to the opposition as witnessed in 
West African countries of Nigeria 
and Ghana in recent times.

True to these speculations, Ya-
hya Jammeh, the long-term in-
cumbent president of The Gambia 
for 22 years, lost to Adama Barrow, 
the opposition candidate, in a 
surprise result of the election held 
on December 1, 2016. But, while 
many were jubilating not only for 
the defeat of Jammeh, but also for 
his immediate conceding of defeat,  
the incumbent president did not 
disappoint political analysts, his 
critics, and, especially the opposi-
tion when on December 9, 2016, 
he turned around to reject the elec-
tion result and calling for another 
election.

While the defeated Jammeh 
refused to hand over to Barrow, 
he created crisis in the country 
that plunged tourism, which is 
Gambia’s second highest earner of 
foreign revenue.

Aptly tagged ‘Smiling Coast 
of West Africa’ due to the many 
tourism attractions, The Gambia 
receives over 200,000 tourists 
every year, especially from Europe. 
Today, no single tourist is on sight, 
the beaches, the chief attractions 
of the country, are empty, guests 
have long vacated hotels, while no 
airline flies to the country except 
military jets on intervention.

do same shortly after the crisis is 
elapsed.

For Aliu Secka, a president of 
Gambia Chamber of Commerce 
and a member of The Team Af-
rica, a platform for notable African 
tourism professionals, his country 
will surly overcome the political 
unrest and rise again as the bride 
of tourists in West Africa. For 
him, whatever that is happening 
now is temporary and will soon 
be outlived, leaving the country as 
once peaceful and foremost tourist 
destination it used to be.

“What make Gambia the Smiling 
Coast of West Africa are still intact. 
We will rise again to a booming 
tourist destination”, he concluded.

all other West African countries”, 
says Geoff Uli, a German tourist, 
who regrets that the country’s 
peace has been bungled by politi-
cal unrest.

But beyond that, Ikechi Uko, 
CEO, Akwaaba African Travel 
Market, and foremost African 
tourism expert, assured that The 
Gambia will rise again due to the 
fact that countries that depend on 
tourism quickly recover after crisis 
in order to regain global tourists’ 
confidence, woo them back and 
retain their market share. Citing 
Egypt, Tunisia and Kenya as pecu-
liar examples, Uko said that these 
countries quickly recovered to save 
tourism, and that The Gambia will 

Obinna EmElikE

Besides, the country has lost 
millions of dollars to inactivity 
as travel agents, tour operators 
and hoteliers are counting losses. 
The intrigue of the situation is 
that many tour operators, travel 
agents and even airlines have lost 
millions refunding trips and holi-
days that were earlier booked and 
canceled when political unrest 
escalated.

International hotel chains have 
also recalled their expatriate staff, 
while animals at wildlife sanctuar-
ies across the country wonder what 
has happened to the humans. This 
is truly a difficult time for the tour-
ism community, the people, and the 
country at large.

Currently, The Gambia is miss-
ing out on the ongoing winter 
holiday sales for European tour-
ists, besides losing Christmas, New 
Year and Easter holiday sales. The 
sad development will also impact 
Nigerian holiday makers who are 
looking for cheap destinations  to 
places like Gambia as overseas des-
tinations are now very expensive 
due to the unfavourable foreign 
exchange.

As well, many Europeans who 
hitherto visit The Gambia are now 
in search of alternatives across 
West Africa, which Senegal is 
already making serious efforts 
at grabbing. But, The Gambia is 
more pristine and unique than 

The Luxury Reporter, TOPCOMM PR to hold 
The Luxury Lifestyle Summit in July 2017

T
he Luxury Reporter, pub-
lisher of the e-magazine, 
TLR in partnership with 
TOPCOMM PR Concept 

& Events, an integrated market-
ing communication and events 
management company will hold 
a Luxury Lifestyle Summit in July 
2017.

Tagged, ‘Digital Inside: Get 
Wired to Deliver the Ultimate 
Luxury Experience’, the summit 
will be an annual event that aims 
to attract senior luxury sector ex-
ecutives, corporate decision-makers 
and financiers from in Nigeria 
including Chairmen, CEOs, CFOs, 
COOs, Presidents and Managing 
Directors from different industries.

It will be a two-day event incor-
porating conference and exhibition 

where issues on the luxury indus-
try will be discussed and how new 
technology is influencing manufac-
turers while giving opportunities to 
luxury lifestyle products designers, 
wholesalers and retailers to exhibit 
their wares

The summit will look at how 
new technologies, including laser 
printing, Internet, new technolo-
gies used in textiles, are changing 
the manufacturing processes for 
the luxury goods industry around 
the world and how local artisans 
and luxury good service providers 
can tap into this, including the role 
of traditional artisanship in this 
evolving landscape.

“There have been debates on 
whether Nigeria has brands that 
can be tagged as luxury,” explained 

Funke Osae-Brown, publisher, The 
Luxury Reporter Magazine. “I think 
the fact that Nigeria has luxury 
brands in the fashion industry, cos-
metics and even artisans in remote 
parts of Kano and Oshogbo mak-
ing bespoke furniture and leather 
goods, has been established. The 
debate now should be how can 
these brands compete globally? 
The only way to make this happen 
is the internet. Hence the theme 
for the conference ‘Digital Inside: 
Get Wired to Deliver the Ultimate 
Luxury Experience’ is just right.”

Tope Ogbeni-Awe, Chief Service 
Officer, TOPCOMM PR Concept & 
Events Ltd, said TOPCOMM PR is 
glad to partner with The Luxury 
Reporter on the Luxury Lifestyle 
Summit. According to him, there 

is a need to take the Nigerian lux-
ury industry into the global space 
where it can compete with other 
international brands.

“There are many important 
questions to ask: Does the flagship 
store matter anymore – and how 
can interactive shopping influence 
retail? Many of the new territory 
flagships are hampered because 
people still want to buy in Paris, or 
Chinese customers want to buy in 
South Africa, or Hong Kong. Can 
the luxury store simply be trans-
planted or does brand expansion 
require a rethink? These are some 
of the issues that will be tackled at 
the conference,” he said.

Osae-Brown further explained 
that the Internet is becoming the 
New China where manufacturers 

of luxury products and service pro-
viders can interact with and engage 
with consumers. The internet is an 
alternative for the Nigerian market 
where retail space is a big issue.

The summit will also include 
an exhibition space where luxury 
goods and service providers can en-
gage with their consumers. “It will 
be an opportunity for retailers of 
jewellery, beauty, motor, watches, 
private equity, investment Banking, 
private banking, investment / asset 
management, architecture, travel 
companies, luxury Hotels, luxury 
Event Management companies, 
luxury service providers, airlines 
and others to meet and showcase 
their products and discuss how to 
maximise the online market,” added 
Ogbeni-Awe.
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British Airways names top 
six destinations for 2017

B
ritish Air-
w a y s  h a s 
named its six 
top destina-
tions for Ni-

gerian travellers in 2017 
and its January sale is 
making it easier to get 
there.

Unsurprisingly, Lon-
don tops the list. A pe-
rennial favourite for 
Nigerians from gap-
year students to par-
ents’ holidays the UK 
capital has everything 
to offer from the finesse 
of the Chelsea Flower 
Show to the fervour of 
the FA Cup Final.

Sport, culture and 
history are certainly 
among the reasons to 
visit London and a Brit-
ish Airways 2016 sur-
vey of 4 000 travellers 
found that Nigerians 
are more familiar with 
UK sport and history 
than their European 
counterparts.

 “With up to 14 flights 
a week, we’re offering 
more seats to London 
from Nigeria than we 
ever have before,” says 
Kola Olayinka, regional 
commercial manager, 
West Africa at British 
Airways. “These include 

7 weekly B777 services 
to and from Lagos and 7 
weekly B777 flights to 
and from Abuja. There 
are up to 14 flights a 
week to Heathrow from 
Lagos and Abuja.” Lead-
ing fares to London start 
from $705.

A short hop across 
the channel, the ro-
mance, cuisine and 
sophistication of Paris 
remain as alluring as 
ever, not to mention Les 
Soldes – the regulated 
sales that start at ma-

Stories by Ifeoma okeke

for a city with such a big 
brash reputation, there’s 
also an urbane side to 
New York.

The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art is one 
of the city’s largest and 
most visited attrac-
tions, where it’s easy 
to spend a day and 
not even scratch the 
surface of the exten-
sive collection. Other 
must-sees for art lov-
ers are the Museum of 
Modern Art and the 
Whitney Museum of 

American Art.  The 
special fares to New 
York start at $962.

On the West Coast, 
Los Angeles is still the 
critic’s favourite, no 
doubt due to the bur-
geoning film business 
on the red-carpet route 
between Cape Town 
and LA.

For anyone wanting 
to combine a bit of real-
world Big Bang science 
with a large dollop of en-
tertainment, the Science 
Behind Pixar Exhibition 
at the California Science 
Centre runs until 16 
April. Fares are avail-
able from $1467.

This year for the first 
time New Orleans has 
made the list and visit-
ing early in the year it’s 
easy to see why. The 
Mardi Gras parades 
start in January but 
run until Fat Tuesday 
or 28 February. The 
brightly festo one d 
Mardi Gras floats carry 
krewe royalty and ce-
lebrities, while masked 
participants lead march-
ing bands and riders 
on horseback through 
the streets. You can get 
there from $1432.

To take advantage of 
the specials, bookings 
must be made before the 
end of January.

aIB boss pledges to make 
agency outstanding in 
Nigeria’s aviation sector

T
he new Commis-
sioner of Accident 
Investigation Bu-
reau, (AIB), Akin 

Olateru has said that his vi-
sion at the agency is to make 
it the biggest in the nation’s 
aviation industry.

This is as he appealed to 
management and the en-
tire staff to cooperate with 
him in order to propel the 
agency forward.

Olateru stated this at the 
handing-over ceremony at 
the agency’s headquarters 
at Murtala Muhammed 
Airport, MMA.

Olateru commended the 
immediate past Commis-
sioner, Felix Abali for im-
proving the parastatal from 
where he met it and keeping 
it together over the years 
despite the “missiles”.

Olateru also promised 

to make training a priority 
for all staff, stressing that 
through this, their technical 
know-how would improve.

He said: “I thank you for 
keeping this place together 
despite the missiles. I have 
heard a lot about AIB. I 
know it is the smallest in the 
ministry, but, before the end 
of my tenure, I will ensure 
that the agency becomes 
the biggest of all. That’s my 
mission.

“However, for that to 
happen, I will require the 
maximum cooperation of 
all staff. I can’t do it alone, 
but we are here to make it 
happen. It is for the benefit 
of all staff of AIB if we can 
make this organisation to 
work. It’s not about size 
sometimes, but about ef-
ficiency and effectiveness.

“This is a new dawn and 

I am begging everyone to 
give this new administra-
tion a chance. Whatever 
that has happened in the 
past, let it be in the past. 
Aviation is highly techni-
cal, very expensive and 
the most regulated in the 
world. At the end of the 
day, we are all going to be 
happy because everyone 
will go on training and 
more opportunities would 
be given to people.”

Earlier, Abali commend-
ed the entire staff for their 
support towards him as 
the Commissioner of the 
agency and called on them 
to support the new admin-
istration.

He, however, appealed 
to some of the disgruntled 
elements in the system to 
sheath their sword for the 
growth of the organisation.

jor department stores 
and boutique shops on 
11 January, with fares 
starting from $812.

The Eternal City 
remains an eternal 
favourite and it’s not 
hard to understand 
why. Where else but 
Rome does a modern 
European city blend so 
seamlessly with cen-
turies of history and 
culture? Add to this the 
irrepressible Romans – 
the inventors of la dolce 
vita – and you have 

the potential for a rock 
concert in a museum. 
It’s nothing new, the 
ancient Romans had 150 
days a year set aside for 
fun and festivities. Fares 
to Rome start from $812.

Across the Atlantic 
New York remains top 
of the pops. As well as 
iconic attractions such 
as the Statue of Liber-
ty, the atmosphere of 
a Knicks game or ar-
guably the best retail 
therapy in the world 
during the spring sales, 

Nama calls for staff co-operation 
to enhance airspace safety

N
ewly appointed 
Managing Direc-
tor of the Nigerian 
Airspace Manage-

ment Agency (NAMA), Fola 
Akinkuotu has solicited the 
support and collaborative 
effort of staff as he aims 
at making the nation’s air-
space safer than he met it.

This is even as he charged 
them to put the interest 
of NAMA first in all their 
dealings if the agency is to 
attain its vision of being one 
of the leading air navigation 
service providers (ANSPs) in 
the world.

Akinkuotu who made 
these remarks in his first of-
ficial interface with manage-
ment staff of the agency on 
Monday at the agency head-
quarters in Lagos said like 
ANSPs all over the world, 
NAMA under his watch 
would strive to keep pace 
with dynamics of the indus-
try by aggressively improv-
ing technology and building 
a robust staff capacity that 
would effectively man the 
sophisticated infrastructure 
of the agency.

According to Akinkuotu, 
“NAMA has come a long 

way ensuring safety and 
security of air travel in the 
country but there is room 
for improvement. And this 
calls for the concerted effort 
of all staff if we must move 
the agency to the next level 
to ensure its global competi-
tiveness.”

The NAMA boss also 
enjoined staff to imbibe 
the virtures of equity and 
fairness in their interper-
sonal relationships as these 
would ensure peaceful co-
existence even as he advised 
them to refrain from nega-
tive ambition and other un-
toward practices that could 
undermine the growth of 
the agency.

While pledging commit-
ment towards staff welfare, 
Akinkuotu promised to run 
an open-door administra-
tion that would cater to the 
yearnings, aspirations and 
interests of all categories 
of staff. 



Mental illness: Invisible but devastating

W
hen Ameri-
can film actor 
Ro b i n  W i l -
l i a m s ,  w h o 
suffered from 

depression, committed suicide 
two years ago, Kenyan humour 
writer Ted Malanda feigned in-
credulity. “I can’t wrap my mind 
around the fact that depression 
is an illness…In fact, it is such a 
non-issue that African languages 
never bothered to create a word 
for it,” he wrote in his newspaper, 
The Standard, under the headline 
“How Depression Has Never Been 
an African Disease.”

Mr. Malanda’s scornful quip 
captures the general African at-
titude, held as much by officials 
as by ordinary people, towards 
an epidemic of mental illness on 
the continent.

In Mr. Malanda’s own country, 
which is one of the more stable 
in Africa, health experts have 
estimated that a fourth of the 
Kenyan population of 44 million 
suffers from a range of mental 
diseases, including schizophrenia 
and other psychotic disorders, 
bipolar disorder, depression and 
severe anxiety.

Kenya has only about 80 psy-
chiatrists and 30 clinical psycholo-
gists, fewer than its 500 psychi-
atric nurses, of which only 250 
work in mental health. According 
to the World Health Organization 
(WHO), yet the country spends 
only about 0.05% of its health 
budget on mental health. About 
70% of mental health facilities 
in the country are located in the 
capital, Nairobi.

The mental health sector is 
only marginally better in more 
prosperous South Africa, which 
boasts 22 psychiatric hospitals and 
36 psychiatric wards in general 
hospitals. Inequality, however, 
skews these facilities in favour of 
only about 14% of the population 
of 53 million, of which one-third 
are afflicted with mental diseases, 
according to experts.

About 75% of mentally ill 
South Africans have no access to 
psychiatric or therapeutic care, ex-
perts say. The National Health In-
surance programme, which could 
boost access to mental health care, 
will not be fully implemented 
until 2025, perhaps later.

Oil-rich Nigeria offers a more 
dismal picture. Both South Africa 
and Kenya have more psychia-
trists per capita, as well as more 
psychiatric beds per capita. The 
WHO estimates that fewer than 
10% of mentally ill Nigerians 
have access to a psychiatrist or 
health worker, because there 
are only 130 psychiatrists in the 
country of 174 million people. 
WHO estimates that the number 
of mentally ill Nigerians ranges 
from 40 million to 60 million. 
Disorders like depression, anxiety 
and schizophrenia are common 
in Nigeria, as in other countries 
in Africa.

In 2012, Ghana took a sig-

nificant step forward in addressing 
the nation’s mental health when it 
passed Act 846, also known as the 
Mental Health Act, becoming one 
of the few countries in Africa to set 
out a mental illness policy.

Early that year a report by 
Human Rights Watch (HRW), a 
non-governmental organization, 
estimated that 2.8 million Ghana-
ians (out of a population of 25.9 
million) had mental illness.

Ghana has three psychiatric 
hospitals and about 20 psychia-
trists currently. The HRW report 
cited the then-director of Accra 
Psychiatric Hospital, Dr. Akwasi 
Osei, as saying that drug-related 
psychosis affected 8–10% of all 
mental patients, while 20–30% 
of patients were diagnosed with 
schizophrenia, 20% with bipolar 
disorder, and 15–20% with major 
depression. Sadly, 97 out of 100 
mental patients who need health 
care have no access to these ser-
vices.

Some politically stable coun-
tries that have enjoyed economic 
growth in the past decade also 
report high incidences of mental 
health disease, often linked to 
narcotic use. In Kenya, Nigeria and 
South Africa triggers of mental ill-
ness such as unemployment and 
violent crime are at critically high 
levels. The mental health picture 
is far worse in poorer countries, 
especially those that have recently 
experienced civil wars and con-
flicts, including Liberia and Sierra 
Leone.

Sierra Leone was a mental 
health pioneer in Africa. The Brit-
ish established the Kissy Mental 
Home (now Kissy National Re-
ferral Psychiatric Hospital) more 

than 100 years ago, describing 
it in an inscription as the “Royal 
Hospital and Asylum for Africans 
Rescued from Slavery by British 
Valour and Philanthropy”. A place 
of confinement for traumatised 
freed slaves repatriated by British 
abolitionists, it was sub-Saharan 
Africa’s first, and for many de-
cades only, Western-style mental 
hospital.

It remains Sierra Leone’s only 
psychiatric hospital. There were a 
total of 104 patients at the hospital 
in 2015, of which 75 were men. 
Most of them were 40 years old or 
below. Patients live in deplorable 
conditions, and several of them 
wear chains.

A 2016 report by Sierra Leone’s 
auditor general states that the 
hospital does not have a trained 
psychiatrist except for Dr. Edward 
Nahim, who is on contract since he 
retired years ago, and three psy-
chiatric nurses. There is no clinical 
psychologist, no social worker, no 
occupational therapist, and no 
medical officer. The hospital is in 
a near-derelict state, and parts of 
it are in total disrepair.

The WHO estimated early this 
year that 450,000 people in Sierra 
Leone—which has a population 
of just over 7 million—suffer from 
depression every year, and that 
75,000 suffer from schizophrenia. 
There are only 250 hospital beds 
for psychiatric patients in the 
country.

Sierra Leone emerged from a 
brutal civil war 14 years ago. A 
2002 report by Dr. Soeren Buus 
Jensen for the WHO estimated 
that 400,000 of the country’s citi-
zens suffered from mental health 
disorders like depression and post-

traumatic stress disorder—partly 
the result of their exposure to “se-
vere potentially traumatic events” 
during the war. Sierra Leone’s best 
treatment institution for mental 
illness is the privately owned City 
of Rest, which has 70 rooms, and 
began as a Christian charity.

The mental health picture in 
Liberia, which similarly suffered a 
prolonged civil war, may be worse. 
Dr. Bernice Dahn, Liberia’s min-
ister of health, stated in October 
2015 that 400,000 Liberians (out 
of a population of about 4 million) 
suffer from various kinds of men-
tal illnesses. About 43% of 1,600 
households surveyed in 2008 met 
the diagnostic criteria for serious 
depressive illness, major depres-
sive disorder or post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

Liberia’s only psychiatrist, Dr. 
Benjamin Harris, told the Voice 
of America in 2010 of the growing 
problem of drug addiction linked 
to mental illness among young 
Liberians. He said that 27% of 
those surveyed out of 1,600 house-
holds had had “substance-abuse 
related problems.” He added that 
substance abuse was a growing 
problem in Liberia and warned 
that the situation could get worse.

Liberia has only one psychi-
atric hospital, E. S. Grant Mental 
Health Hospital, now part of the 
government-owned John F. Ken-
nedy Medical Center in Monrovia. 
It has 80 beds and housed 68 pa-
tients (48 males) in October 2015. 
The country has no rehabilitation 
centre for drug users.

The widely held view in Africa 
that mentally ill patients brought 
the disease upon themselves by 
using illicit drugs may be one rea-

son African governments do not 
prioritize mental health.

Experts have also pointed to 
a tendency in Africa to view 
acute mental health diseases as 
supernatural afflictions that can 
be cured only through spiritual 
or traditional medicinal interven-
tions. Families of the mentally ill 
often turn for a cure to these in-
terventions, or to “prayer camps”—
retreats where the sick person is 
often chained to trees and prayed 
for. This practice is especially 
prevalent in Nigeria.

The most visible sufferers of 
mental disease—those often seen 
roaming the streets of overcrowd-
ed cities in Africa—are poor and 
unemployed, and are therefore 
designated as vagrants. Vagrancy 
is a crime in many African coun-
tries, which is why many mental 
health hospitals in Africa serve as 
prisons—places where poor and 
vagrant youths are chained, away 
from respectable society.

In September 2015 the United 
Nations General Assembly includ-
ed mental health and substance 
abuse in the global Sustainable 
Development Goals, marking the 
first time world leaders recognized 
mental health as a global priority. 
African countries can begin to act 
on this recognition by increasing 
their spending on mental health; 
currently African countries dedi-
cate on average less than 1% of 
their health budgets (themselves 
minuscule) to mental health, com-
pared with 6–12% in Europe and 
North America. 
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Superstition often blamed for acute mental health diseases

LANSANA GBERIE



ANTHONIA OBOKOH

I
t took a major Ebola epidemic that 
led to more than 11,000 deaths, but 
we now finally have a successful 
Ebola vaccine candidate in devel-
opment. If approved, the vaccine 

would vastly reduce the likelihood 
of ever seeing another major Ebola 
outbreak.

More than a year ago, researchers 
published striking preliminary results 
from a large trial on a vaccine called 
rVSV-ZEBOV in the Lancet. They 
showed that everyone who got the 
shot immediately after contact with an 
Ebola victim didn’t get the virus.

Today, the same researchers — who 
hail from the World Health Organiza-
tion, Guinea’s Ministry of Health, Public 
Health England, and other internation-
al partners — have unveiled their final 
results in the Lancet, and they’re just as 
remarkable. The vaccine was tested in a 
trial involving nearly 12,000 people in 
Guinea and Sierra Leone during 2015 
and 2016. Among the 5,837 people who 
got the vaccine, no Ebola cases were 
recorded. By comparison, there were 
23 Ebola cases in the control group that 
had not gotten the vaccine.

“This trial, confirming the 100 per-
cent efficacy of the rVSV Ebola vac-
cine, is a simply remarkable outcome,” 
Dr. Jeremy Farrar, the director of the 
Wellcome Trust, said of the research. 
“We’ve shown that by working collab-
oratively, across international borders 

...A study confirmed that the new vaccine is 100 percent effective

and sectors, we can develop and test 
vaccines rapidly and use them to help 
bring epidemics to an end.”

One of the most fascinating things 
about the vaccine — beyond its appar-
ent safety and effectiveness — is how 
the researchers studied it.

When they launched the trial in 
2015, the number of Ebola cases in 
Guinea had already declined, and there 
were too few cases to run a meaningful 
traditional randomized study (giving 
the vaccine to a randomly selected 
group and comparing it with a control 
group that doesn’t get the vaccine). So 

the researchers had to be creative. They 
decided to try something called “ring 
vaccination,” a public health method 
used to eradicate smallpox in the 1970s. 
It involves immunizing the immediate 
contacts — friends, family, housemates, 
neighbors — of a person who falls ill 
with a virus to create a protective ring 
around them to stop transmission.

And questions about the vaccine’s 
long-term effectiveness remain. “One 
question that has not been adequately 
addressed, even in nonclinical studies 
with any Ebola virus vaccine, is with 
regard to durability — is the vaccine 

long-lasting?” wrote Thomas Geisbert, 
an Ebola virus and vaccine expert from 
the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston, in an accompanying edi-
torial. “Is it still protective, for example, 
2–3 years after the vaccination?” Geis-
bert also wonders about whether the 
vaccine can be tweaked so that there 
are fewer side effects.

There’s also the question of how to 
speed up the development of vaccines 
for deadly viruses like Ebola, which 
may seem like distant threats — until 
it’s too late. The virus was discovered 
in 1976 but mainly affected people 
in Africa until the 2014 outbreak in 
West Africa, which affected more than 
28,000 people and killed more than 
11,000. The Department of Defence 
and other funders only started to pour 
money into Ebola vaccine development 
when the virus was deemed a biological 
weapon after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

“Had a vaccine been available earlier 
in the Ebola epidemic, thousands of 
lives might have been saved,” Farrar 
added. “We have to get ahead of the 
curve and make promising diagnostics, 
drugs, and vaccines for diseases we 
know could be a threat in the future.” 
Farrar hopes this success story will in-
spire stakeholders to prepare for future 
potential epidemics — an important 
message at a time when the likelihood 
of global outbreaks is only accelerating.

-Vox

A
s part of its effort to 
support the health sec-
tor, Dufil Prima Foods 
has donate d s ome 
medical equipment to 

Lagos State University Teaching 
Hospital (LASUTH) as the world 
celebrates this festive season.

Aside from the medical equip-
ment, the company visited the 
Paediatrics unit of the hospital to 
present gift items to children in 
the hospital. 

Tope Ashiwaju, Group Public Re-
lations and Events Manager, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc stated that the visit 
to the hospital was to celebrate 
with children; patients who were 
at the hospital for one reason or 
the other and also to bring the cel-
ebration of Christmas to them on 
the sick bed. He said, “In the spirit 
of this season, the management 
and staff of Dufil Prima Foods Plc 
wants everyone to have something 
to cheer about during this festive 

LASUTH receives medical equipment boost as 
Indomie pays surprise visit

season. 
“The visit is something we do ev-

ery year and it’s wonderful to see 
the smiles on the faces of the chil-
dren when we arrived, especially 
with it being so close to Christmas.” 
said Ashiwaju.

 “Having a child in hospital 
means the family is going through 
a stressful period, so we believe 
our token of love will help alleviate 
the painful experience and make 
a difference. In as much as they 
are indisposed, they would have 
loved to be on their feet in their 
respective homes celebrating. In-
domie Santa decided to pay them a 
surprise visit, in order to felicitate 
with and also to present gift items 
to them and their mothers.”He said.

 “The children all seemed really 
happy to see us and one girl even 
gave Santa a big hug, which was a 
very nice touch and really meant 
a lot to the parents to see their 
children so happy. It’s always a 
day Indomie look forward to every 

year.”
 Ashiwaju commended the 

management of the hospital for 
the good works they have been 
doing to make Lagosians healthy 
and also for the progressive devel-
opmental initiative of the manage-
ment.

 Receiving the Indomie crew and 
Santa, the Departmental Manager, 
Paediatrics Department, LASUTH, 
Osanyinlusi Ajibola, expressed 
the management’s delight for the 
gesture and also for considering 
their hospital appropriate for the 
surprise visit. “We are grateful 
to Dufil Prima Foods for their 
kind gesture and we hope other 
corporate bodies will toll the path 
of Dufil in collaborating with the 
government’s drive for a healthy 
society.”

 Indomie has also disclosed plans 
to reach out to other public health 
centres across the country before 
the end of the year.
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We finally have an effective Ebola vaccine, the 
war on the disease is about to change
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Travel security and tech tips for the holiday season

I
t is that special time of year, 
when some of us will be travel-
ing to visit family and friends 
for the holidays. And we can-
not leave home without our 

tech. Smartphones, tablets, wireless 
headsets, laptops, and all of the vari-
ous cables, adapters, and chargers to 
keep everything running.

We use our tech to check our 
flight, book transportation, gather 
and post pictures of the various 
foods, and rank/judge/document 
everything. The other side of this 
coin is with all of these tech devices, 
it attracts criminal elements. It is not 
just the busy season for retailers and 
those catering to travelers; the bad 
guys are also hard at work stealing 
your money, your identity, and even 
your tech itself.

I always make a checklist before I 
travel – it is an actual printed list of 
things to do and pack before I leave. 
I even take the list with me for the 
return trip. In that spirit, here are a 
few items to help you get your own 
list started, or at least thinking about 
that entire tech for your trip.

Reduce Your Load
Most devices do not need to make 

the trip. Typically a smartphone and 
some ear buds are usually enough, 
and you only need to take one char-
ger. The point is to try and take that 
huge list of tech and reduce it down 

to the basics. A modern phone is your 
boarding pass, credit card, camera, 
and GPS. Only take your laptop if 
you think you are going to need to 
dump photos off because you are 
out of space on your cloud account 
or cannot add extra memory to the 
phone. If it is a working holiday be-
cause you have got expense reports 
due or you are on call, you may not 
be able to leave the laptop home. But 
if at all possible, reduce it to one item 
if you can. The strategy is simple - less 
to lose (think about all those cables), 
and if your phone is stolen, it is a lot 
easier to replace this single item than 
your entire tech at once.

Vigilance Online
Remember this is the busy phish-

ing season, with more questionable 
emails making their way into your 
inbox than any other time of year. 
Everything from false FedEx ship-
ping notices to links to fake “pass-
word reset” notices. Often these are 
much easier to spot when you are 
at home on the laptop, but on the 
phone it might not be as easy. Avoid, 
avoid, avoid. If you did bring your 
laptop with you, check from there 
and employ your usual checks and 
balances to determine if it is legit or 
not. Most phone apps do not allow for 
much advanced poking around of an 
email message.

Update Everything and Make 
Sure Everything Works

Make sure you update your device 
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so that it is running the latest and 
greatest, and that all associated apps 
are also up to date on all devices. In 
your rush to reduce your load, do not 
simply download some app to your 
phone so you can leave your laptop 
at home. Use that app and make sure 
it works. There are multiple services 
like Dropbox and Google Drive that 
allow cloud sharing of data between 
devices, if you have never done this 
before, testing it at the airport on 
your way out of town is not the best 
method. Make sure you know how 
things work and what those limits 
are. Do not decide to do a manual 
backup of your phone in the car on 
the way to the airport - do the backup 
before you leave. Oh yeah, back up 
everything before you leave.

Do not use your relative’s com-
puter

There are several reasons to avoid 
a relative’s computer. First off, you 
will find issues with it, and being the 
tech nerd you are, you might want to 
fix it. Do not. It will take hours, and 
you might not like what you see. 
Yeah I mean it.

Secondly, this computer probably 
has slightly less security than the av-
erage computer in a business center 
at a hotel (i.e. none). As mentioned 
before, do not go resetting a bank 
password from this computer, or do-
ing anything requiring a password.

Thirdly, remember that you might 
leave traces of whatever you type 

on that computer. Email drafts, web 
history, everything could be left on 
that computer for your aunt to find. 
These old computers typically run on 
some combination of coal and tears 
anyway, no reason to even touch 
them - let alone add another sad 
digital chapter.

Thwarting Pickpockets and 
Thieves

If you are used to putting your 
phone in your back pocket, please 
do not do it. Put it in your front 
pocket. Personally I would do the 
same for your wallet as well, if you 
carry one of those. Even better, take 
that old dead phone whose memory 
you have wiped (you know, the one 
with the broken screen) and put 
that in your back pocket, and an old 
empty wallet in the other. Now if a 
pickpocket comes along, not only is 
it harder to get into the front pockets 
undetected, they will be grabbing 
the old stuff in the back pockets and 
leaving the new stuff alone.

If you carry a purse, satchel, or 
backpack, use one with minimal 
outside pockets that are not easy to 
get into, and keep those outside pock-
ets empty or filled with stuff you do 
not care about (such as notes to any 
potential thief recommending a life-
style change). Use one that is resistant 
to a quick knife slice to gain access to 
the insides. And keep it with you at 
all times, unless you are leaving it in 
a relatively safe place.



Grant set to quit 
Ghana job after 
AFCON 

Sports
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A
vram Grant has given a 
strong indication that his 
time as Ghana coach will 
end after the Africa Cup 
of Nations.

The 61-year-old former Chelsea 
coach’s contract expires at the end of 
the tournament in Gabon.

“I came for two years in Ghana, 
we extended to two years and three 
months because we qualified for the 
Nations Cup,” Grant said.

“I will always take good memories 
from here, but hopefully the last 
memory will be the best one.”

Leading Ghana to the title in Gabon, 
and ending the Black Stars’ 35-year wait 

to win the Nations Cup for a fifth time, 
would be a sensational way for Grant 
to sign off.

And it would help to ease the pain of 
losing on penalties to Ivory Coast in the 
final two years ago.

Grant’s side are on track in Gabon 
and will book a quarter-finals place if 
they beat Mali in their second Group 
D match on Saturday, having defeated 
Uganda 1-0 in their opener.

Regardless of whether Ghana go all 
the way or contrive to fail to qualify 
from their group, Grant’s comments 
appear to confirm he will soon be em-
ployed elsewhere.

Grant has been linked with job offers 
from China and Australia, but when 

asked what his next move will be Grant 
was non-committal.

He said: “I am happy with what I 
have achieved in my career. In my life 

I never plan. What will happen will 
happen. Let’s see.

“I am looking forward myself to see 
what will happen.”

Wenger: China poses no threat to European football

A
rsenal manager, Arsene 
Wenger, has welcomed 
the growth of football in 
China, but says it will be a 
long time before the Chi-

nese Super League (CSL) is in a position 
to compete with the Premier League for 
the leading players.

The January transfer window has 

been seen the departure of a number of 
players to CSL clubs as well as specula-
tion about some high profile names 
such as Chelsea’s Diego Costa and West 
Ham’s Dimitri Payet.

Wenger, though, while acknowl-
edging the financial appeal of China, 
says the country will have to develop 
a lasting football culture before the top 

SUNDAYBD 

players will be tempted to move.
“You do not create a top league just 

like that,” Wenger said.
“When you want to be a football 

player your first aspiration is to play in 
the best league with the best players. 
After that, you want to combine playing 
in the best league with the best players 
for the maximum amount of money. 

That combination is best in England 
right now. But professional football in 
England was created 150 years ago. And 
we still struggle, you know. I believe 
it’s a slow process of creating a football 
culture.

 “In China it’s new. I know that 
situation well because, when I went to 
Japan in 1995, professional football had 
only been in existence for three years. 
You expect reflexes from people that 
aren’t there; the culture of professional 
football is not there. So it will take time. 
But China has moved forward. It tries 
to promote football and I’m happy that 
football has become popular in China. 
I also expect India to come to the game 
too you know. I hope it will happen.”

Wenger believes the biggest threat 
posed by the free-spending Chinese 
clubs is the impact they may have on 
wage inflation.

 “Overall the players have everything 
today to be more happy than 20 years 
ago, never mind 40,” Wenger said. 
“They are treated very well, they have a 
fantastic income. They have freedom of 
movement, which we didn’t have. The 
danger is that players start asking for 
money that’s unrealistic in the Premier 
League. If Chinese wages become the 
benchmark then you cannot compete 
with that. But we do not know whether, 
in 10 years’ time, China will still be do-
ing it. Sometimes, if it’s a political deci-
sion, that can change.”



With £515m revenues, Man United go 
top of football’s rich list

47C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Sports
 Sunday  22 January  2017

P
remier League side, Man-
chester United, have been 
named the world’s richest 
club after they ended Real 
Madrid’s 11-year domi-

nance on top spot in Deloitte’s Foot-
ball Money League report.

United’s 2015-16 revenues of 
€689.0m (£515.3), an all-time record 
for a football team – lifted them 
ahead of both Real and Barcelona 
for the first time since 2003-04.

Now in its 20th year, the Deloitte 
Football Money League study ranks 
the world’s richest football teams by 
turnover during the 2015/16 season 
and it makes interesting reading.

This year’s report sees eight 
English clubs in the top 20 and 12 
in the top 30. A large reason for 
the arrival of more Premier League 
clubs is largely buoyed by the first 
year of the new domestic TV deal 
in 2016/17.

Neighbours Manchester City 
climbed to a new high of fifth in 
the annual list – published today 
– while Leicester City gatecrashed 
the global top 20 for the first time 
following their historic Premier 
League title win.

Arsenal, Chelsea, Liverpool, Tot-
tenham Hotspur and West Ham 
United also ranked among the lead-
ing clubs last season, giving England 
twice as many representatives as 
any other country.

United, who flexed their finan-
cial muscle by signing midfielder 
Paul Pogba for a world record fee of 
£89m in the summer, comfortably 
overtook Real and Barca despite 
the Spanish teams also enjoying 
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Data from Deloitte Football Mon-

ey League 2017all figures for the 
2015/16 season have been trans-
lated at the average exchange rate 
for the year ending 30 June 2016 
(£1 = €1.3371).

Commercial strength elevates 
United
The Old Trafford club’s renowned 

commercial income swelled with 
the start of a new £75m-a-year kit 
deal with Adidas, while they also 
benefited from a return to the lucra-
tive Champions League.

Their No1 spot is under threat 
from Real and Barca in next year’s 
list, however, despite the Premier 
League’s new £8.3bn television 
contracts guaranteeing a boost to 
broadcast revenues this season.

That lift is mitigated by Unit-
ed’s absence from the Champions 
League this term, Real and Barca’s 
pursuit of bigger commercial con-
tracts and the falling value of ster-
ling against the euro.

“We’re thinking it’s going to be 
a real tight-run thing between 
United, Real Madrid and Barcelona,” 
Dan Jones of Deloitte’s Sports Busi-
ness Group told City A.M.

“There are three or four factors 
at work. One is domestic TV, where 
United will gain from the Premier 
League TV deals but Spain are doing 
good things as well.

“You’ve got Champions League 
performance, which is hugely im-
portant. Then you’ve got the com-
mercial side, and that has been the 
real engine of growth for United 
over the last few years.

“They’ve done a tremendous job, 
but teams like Barcelona and Real 
Madrid are now out in the market 
and saying to sponsors ‘if United are 
worth that, we’re worth that’.

Manchester City’s run to the Cham-
pions League semi-finals saw them 
grow revenue to €524.9m (£392.6m), 
overtake Paris Saint-Germain and give 
England a second club in the top five for 
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the first time since 2011-12.
Leicester’s title triumph contributed 

to a 25 per cent increase in income to 
€172.1m (£128.7m), placing them just 
behind Italian giants Inter Milan.

“I do think it’s going to be very 
close. The final factor that’s beyond 
Manchester United’s control is what 
happens with the exchange rate.”

 


