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KS3 Geography unit of Work – Images of a Country – Ethiopia  

This unit aims to improve pupils' understanding of places by helping them to question their initial impressions of a country. They explore how stereotypes are created and how 
these views can be deconstructed. They learn to identify bias in different sources of information and how to use a framework to analyse images. Objectives are taken from the 
National Curriculum for Geography and the Department for International Development, Global Dimension Objectives.  

The unit is made up of six sessions which should take roughly one hour each.  

Session Focus  Geography Objectives Global Dimension Objectives  

1 Pupils discuss development issues in 
Ethiopia using the Development Compass 
Rose  

1.1a, Understanding the physical and human 
characteristics of real places. 
1.1b, Developing ‘geographical imaginations’ of places. 
 

understanding the nature of prejudice and discrimination and 
how they can be challenged and combated 
 

2 Explore positive and negative ideas 
generated from photographs of 
underdeveloped countries 
 

2.1 d Analyse and evaluate evidence, presenting 
findings to draw and justify conclusions 

understanding the nature of prejudice and discrimination and 
how they can be challenged and combated 
 

3 Understand that certain images of a 
country are used to serve different needs  
 

2.1c, Identify bias, opinion and abuse of evidence in 
sources when investigating issues 

developing skills to evaluate information and different points 
of view on 
global issues through the media and other sources 
 

4 Pupils look at ways of solving development 
issues in Ethiopia  
 

1.4a, Exploring the social, economic, environmental and 
political connections between places. 
1.4b, Understanding the significance of 
interdependence in change, at all scales. 

Understanding how people, places, 
economies and environments are all  
inextricably interrelated, and that choices and events have 
repercussions on a global scale. 

5 Pupils analyse evidence to give an 
informed view of Ethiopia  

1.7a, Appreciating the differences and similarities 
between people, places, environments and cultures to 
inform their understanding of societies and economies. 
 

developing multiple perspectives and new ways of seeing 
events, issues, problems and opinions 
 

6 Pupils review their learning and ask further 
questions about Ethiopia  

2.1a, Ask geographical questions, thinking critically, 
constructively and creatively 
 

to explore children and young people’s own values and 
perceptions as well as those of others 
 

 
 
 
 

http://curriculum.qcda.gov.uk/key-stages-3-and-4/subjects/key-stage-3/geography/programme-of-study/index.aspx#note3_3_a
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Session 1: Use the Development Compass Rose to generate questions about photographs from Ethiopia  
 

Focus: Pupils discuss development issues in Ethiopia  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

how to classify 
information using 
DCR 

to use secondary 
sources of evidence, 
including 
photographs 

Global Dimensions:  

understanding the 
nature of prejudice 
and discrimination 
and how they can 
be challenged and 
combated 

 

 

Introduce pupils to the unit, telling them they will be looking at photographs from Ethiopia to 
form opinions about and discuss development issues in the country.  
 
Show pupils image 1 from PowerPoint Session 1. Ask pupils to tell their partner about their 
immediate thoughts when they see the image then feedback and discuss as a class.  
 
Q. What do we call a thought that is formed through making assumptions without a real 
knowledge of the situation? (Stereotype) 
 
Q. What stereotypes do we know of that people hold about Africa and Africans and Ethiopia 
and Ethiopians?  
Discuss as a class and list for references later in the unit. 
 
Introduce the Development Compass Rose and ask pupils to further their thoughts on the topic. 
 
Model asking questions about image 1 using the Development Compass Rose e.g. 
(N) What is the weather like in Ethiopia? 
(E)  Do these people have jobs?  
(S) Do boys ever look after children?  
(W)Why isn’t the girl in school?  
 
Give pairs of pupils a photograph and a copy of the development compass rose and ask them to 
form a questions for each N, E, S, W criteria. Feedback and attempt to answer questions as a 
class. 
 

Pupils work in pairs sitting back to 
back.  
One pupil from each pair selects a 
photo to describe to their partner.  
Their partner must visualise and draw 
the image without seeing it, listening 
to the descriptions from their 
partner.  
Display ‘Photo Clues’ slide to prompt 
pupils to make statements about 
their picture using geographical 
vocabulary.  
Pupils drawing the image may ask 
questions.  

 Economy 
Developed 
Underdeveloped 
Jobs 
Social 
Environment 
Landscape 
 

 Plenary  Resources 

As a class pupils look at all 
photographs from the session and 
test their initial assumptions or 
‘stereotypes’ formed at the beginning 
of the session.  

PPT 1  
Copies of 
Development 
Compass Rose 
Photo Pack 1 – 
copies for 
groups  
Materials for 
drawing.  
 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can use the Development Compass Rose to classify information  
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Session 2: Explore positive and negative ideas generated from photographs of underdeveloped countries 
 

Focus: Pupils form positive and negative statements about images from Ethiopia 

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

to use various strategies 
for analysing photographs 

to project themselves into 
a photo scene 

Global Dimensions:  

understanding the nature 
of prejudice and 
discrimination and how 
they can be challenged and 
combated 
 

 

 

 

Look at image 1 from PowerPoint Session 2 and ask a 
pupil to give a positive comment about the image. Ask 
another pupil to give a negative comment about the 
image.  
 
 

Give pupils copies of Photo pack 1. Working in pairs, ask them to form 
positive and negative views about the set of photographs. Pupils discuss 
outcomes in small groups.  
 
 

Positive 
Negative 
Poverty 
Hungry 
Sunny 
Skilled 
Culture 
Dance 
Traditional 
Desperate  
Western  
  

 Plenary  Resources 

Show the pupils the final image for today. In groups of 4 pupils imagine 
the events that took place in the five minutes leading up to the 
photograph being taken. Pupils role play this event as the four older 
members in the photograph. As a class, discuss each person from the 
image and ask pupils to give their thoughts and feelings about each 
person.  
 

PowerPoint 
Session 2.  
Photo Pack 1 – 
copies for 
groups  
 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can use strategies to analyse photos  
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Session 3: Understand that certain images of a country are used to serve different needs  
 

Focus:  Pupils learn how the media can use images to influence people’s perceptions 

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

to use 
photographs to 
compare places at 
different states of 
economic 
development 

to apply their 
knowledge to 
locate a 
photograph of a 
place 

that the media 
have the power to 
influence people's 
perceptions of 
places 

how to examine 
carefully the 
material they use 

Give pupils today’s set of 
photographs (photo pack 2). 
 
Tell them they are from 2 different 
countries. 
 
Ask each group to complete a table 
of the similarities and differences 
they see, including quality of life, 
building materials, pollution, 
weather and climate. 
 
(Spend significant amount of 
session as a whole class after the 
pupils work in groups).  

Pupils work in groups to complete their tables. 
Pupils then decide on a location of each image.  

Developed  
Underdeveloped 
Western 
Pollution 
Weather 
Climate 
Quality of life 
Flood 

 Plenary  Resources 

Pupils present their ideas to the class.  
 
As a whole class decide which images are from which two countries 
(Ethiopia and England). 
 
Ask the pupils to consider what the purpose of each photograph. 
Who took the photo and what was the photo taken for? 
Where did the photo end up?  
 
Tell the pupils of the origin of each photo. 
 
Why are certain photos taken to raise money for charities?  
What kind of image does this give a country?  
How does the viewer feel when seeing this photo?  
What would the viewer be persuaded to do?  
 
Repeat for photos used for tourism.  

Photo Pack 2 – 
copies for 
groups  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can critically examine the materials they use  
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Session 4: Discuss development issues in Ethiopia  

Focus: Pupils consider development issues in Ethiopia 

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

to clarify and develop 
their own values and 
attitudes 

to apply new ideas in a 
familiar context 

to understand 
perceptions are often 
misinformed 

to use fieldwork 
equipment 

Global Dimension:  

Understanding how 
people, places, 
economies and 
environments are all  
inextricably 
interrelated,  

Start Power Point Session 4. 
Look at set of images – Photo Pack 3.  
Q. What opinions can you form about 
the economy / quality of life from 
looking at these pictures? Feedback. 
Q. What problems arise from each 
photo (Drought. Lack of clean water 
leading to illnesses) 
Discuss issues that arise as a whole 
class.  
Q. How could these problems be 
stopped?  
Q. Why are there these problems?  
 
Look at the Development Compass Rose 
and focus of W – Who is responsible.  
Ask pupils to list who is responsible for 
ensuring a good quality of life / clean 
water / enough food etc in the U.K.  
 
Who is responsible for this in Ethiopia? 
Does anyone have international power?  
Discuss as a class – clearing any 
misconceptions.  

Pupils identify solutions about how development issues in underdeveloped countries, in 
particular Ethiopia, can be tackled.  
Pupils are grouped in sets of six.  
Each group is assigned one of the following topic worksheets: 
Drought 
Deforestation  
Lack of schools/school resources 
Lack of clean water  
Unfair trade  
Hunger         
 
In their groups, pupils must complete the worksheet, and attempt to resolve the issue 
realistically, thinking about the freedoms and constraints of their ideas.  
Who would benefit from this?  
Who would not benefit?  
Pupils must consider that money cannot be created for one country without other countries 
being damaged / disadvantaged and that if money is given from one country that country will 
have to go without something it might need.  
Is there any way that everyone would benefit?  
Teacher floats around the groups acting as devil’s advocate highlighting arguments against 
pupils’ ideas.  

 Economy 
 

 Plenary  Resources 

Each group presents their arguments briefly to the class, outlining  
What the issue is / what could be done to tackle the development issue / who would benefit / 
who would be disadvantaged / saying if they had an idea where everyone could benefit 
Pupils listen to one another’s’ presentations and comment as to how realistic they consider 
their ideas to be.  

PPT Session 
4 
Worksheet 
Session 4.  
Photo Pack 
3 

Learning Outcomes: Pupils explore development issues  
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Session 5: Give an informed view of a developing country  
 

Focus: Pupils explore development taking place in Ethiopia  

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

to understand 
perceptions are 
often misinformed 

to examine images 
for evidence of 
sustainability 

Global Dimension:  

developing 
multiple 
perspectives and 
new ways of 
seeing events, 
issues, problems 
and opinions 

 

 

Start Power Point Session 5. Remind pupils of images seen last lesson – 
display slide 2.  
 
Q. Are these images a balanced picture of life in Ethiopia? (No)  
Q. What assumptions might be made from these images (All Ethiopians 
are poor) 
 
Show the pupils pictures that outline how development is taking place in 
Ethiopia – slide 3. 
 
Remind pupils and show again images from travel website.  
 
Ask pupils if they can form a concise statement to describe Ethiopia 
considering all of these images.  
Give pupils time to think, then an opportunity to make a statement with 
a partner. 
 
Feedback statements.  
 
 
 
  

Provide pupils photo packs from all sessions so far.  
 
Ask them to choose one image that they think gives the most 
rounded and unbiased opinion about Ethiopia.  
 
Pupils write a statement describing Ethiopia. They must 
consider:  
 
Development issues in Ethiopia 
Development taking place in Ethiopia 
Tourism in Ethiopia  
*This activity can be carried out on a computer, selecting the 
image from the saved folder, creating in Word and 
‘publishing’ as a PDF  

Poverty 
Development  
Tourism 
Biased 
Informed  

 Plenary  Resources 

Pupils share their statements. 
 
Look at images of different countries to discuss varying stages 
of economic development.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computers if 
possible 
Photo Pack 1 
Photo Pack 2 
Photo pack 3  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can look for evidence of sustainability  
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Session 6: Review learning and ask further questions  
 

Focus: Pupils ask further questions to send to link school   

Objectives Whole Class Activity  Independent Activity  Vocabulary   

Geography:  

how to question 
initial perceptions 

to understand 
perceptions are 
often misinformed 

to examine images 
for evidence of 
sustainability 

to reflect on and 
evaluate their own 
performance 

Global Dimension:  

to explore children 
and young 
people’s  
own values and 
perceptions as  
well as those of 
others 

Look again at the images used in photopack 1.  
 
Produce saved stereotypes sheet from session 1 
and ask pupils to review each of these 
statements judging whether it is true or not.  
 
Q. What have you learnt about Ethiopia?  
Discuss as a class 
 
Q. What have you learnt about the ways images 
are used to serve a purpose?  
Discuss as a class 
 
Q. What have you learnt about development 
issues? 
Discuss as a class.  
 

 Pupils write a paragraph that explains what they have learnt from the unit, answering 
the questions discussed. 

Stereotype 
Economic  
Income 
Social structure 
Development  
 

 Plenary  Resources 

Q. What would you like to find out next?  
 
Look at the Development Compass Rose and ask pupils re-familiarise themselves with 
the Economic and Social areas.  
  
Ask pupils to each write a question to ask a pupil in an Ethiopian school using the E, S 
and W of the compass. E.g 
What jobs do your family do? 
What traditions do you have? 
What job do you hope to do in the future?  
Who decides whether you go to school or not?  
 
Ask pupils to be sensitive about their questions, considering that they should not offend 
or make assumptions. Pupils each record their question on a small piece of card  
 
 

Images  
Materials for 
writing 
Strips of card  

Questions should be sent to link school.  

Learning Outcomes: Pupils can reflect on and evaluate their learning  
 

 
 
  


