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Article 41 of the Articles of Association for the British Light Aviation Centre Ltd requires that one third 
(to the next greatest whole number) of the directors must retire. 
 
In 2021 the retirees will be: 
 
Malcolm Bird 
Michael Cross 
Maurice Charles Henry 
John Pett 
Nick Wilcock 
 
Malcolm Bird, Charles Henry and Nick Wilcock offer themselves for re-election. 
 
CVs of members offering themselves for re-election: 
 
Malcolm Bird 
 
Malcolm gained his PPL whilst on a work secondment in San Francisco in 2000, getting the exam 
flight in a few hours before he left the USA. The FAA Airman’s certificate was converted into a 
European PPL at Fowlmere (EGMA) and complex, night and IMC ratings followed. He then decided to 
build a helicopter and six years later started flying his own Rotorway Exec! 
 
With an engineering background, both in mechanical and electronics, Malcolm has been a member of 
the AOPA Maintenance Working Group since 2011. He has worked in the automotive, consulting, 
computing, electronics, mobile communications, finance and aviation industries and in the latter 
worked closely with the CAA and other aviation organisations. 
 
Maurice Charles Henry 
 
Charles holds a private pilot's licence with over 900 hours and a current UK Instrument Rating and 
also holds a somewhat rusty’ PPL(H). He is a FRAeS; FCMI (Chartered Institute of Management) and 
MCIM (Chartered Institute of Marketing). 
 
Charles is Chairman of the General Aviation Awareness Council, Director of BBGA and GAPAN 
Liveryman. He is also a serving member of: 
 

 CAA General Aviation Strategic Forum (Quarterly Meetings plus an Annual meeting with 
complete CAA Board) 

 CAA General Aviation Consultative Council 

 CAA Flight Training Forum 

 CAA/ASI Wind Turbine Working Group 

 Industry/CAA/ City and Guilds - Flight Deck Steering Group 
 
and various other GA Committees and Groups including liaison with the Parliamentary Aviation 
Group. 
 
Nick Wilcock 
 
Nick gained his PPL under the tutelage of the late Ron Campbell in 1968, before joining the RAF as a 
pilot for the following 35 years.  Although most of his flying was on the Vulcan, Phantom and VC10K, 
after returning from Gulf War 1 he later became an A2 Qualified Flying Instructor on the Bulldog at the 
University of London Air Squadron.  
 
This encouraged him to become a civil FI in 1992 and a PPL examiner a few years later.  After 
gaining A2 QFI and ‘A’ Cat status on the VC10, for some years he was CFI of both the VC10 Training 
Flight and the Brize Norton Flying Club simultaneously. 
 



In addition to being the Vice Chairman of the AOPA Training Committee, Nick is a Master Air Pilot 
and Liveryman of The Honourable Company of Air Pilots, formerly the Guild of Air Pilots and Air 
Navigators (GAPAN) , and has for many years been a member of the Guild’s Education and Training 
Committee.  He is also Chairman of the NPPL Policy and Steering Committee and represents IAOPA 
at the EASA FCL Partnership Group. 
 
After leaving the RAF in 2003, Nick became a part-time self-employed aviation consultant, working 
primarily as an air-to-air refuelling subject matter expert on the Airbus A310MRTT mission computer 
system and associated ground training systems. 
 
After 40 years and almost 10000 hours of flying, in 2008 Nick decided to take a rest from flight 
instruction and instead to devote his efforts towards guiding AOPA members through the stultifying 
and often bewildering legislation emanating from EASA.  
 
Having held instrument flying qualifications continuously since 1971, he is a staunch advocate of the 
UK IMC rating and works with other aviation organisations, as well as the CAA, in attempting to 
ensure that current levels of safety enjoyed by UK pilots will continue to be available into the future. 


