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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th March 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
118. RESIGNATION OF MEMBER 
 
A letter of resignation had been received from Councillor Cath Stacey as she was unable to continue 
as a councillor for family reasons. 
 
Resolved: That a letter of thanks and the Council’s good wishes be sent to Councillor Stacey and 
that the resulting casual vacancy be declared.  
 
119. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence.  
 
120. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
121. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS  
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported on the ongoing library consultation and would encourage people to 
make their views known to the County Council. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 
 
122. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th Februay, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
123. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
124. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £179.10 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for March. 
(ii) £44.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for March. 
(iii) £119.84 to CDALC in respect of membership fees for 2012-2013. 
(iv) £45.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play area inspections. 

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i)  29th Feb 2012 £ 169.92 Mr D Walker    No. 544 
(ii)  29th Feb 2012 £ 42.60 HMRC     No. 545 

 
(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £5,631.80 
Barclays   £24,249.21 
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Unity Trust   £  8,653.98 
 

(d) Petty Cash 
 
 Details of petty cash spending since had been circulated.  The petty cash was checked by 

Councillor J Armstrong and found to be correct. 
 
125. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) CDALC - Information on training session ‘Employing People’ being held 
on 1 May 2012.  The cost of the session was £27.00. 
Resolved: That the Clerk attend the training session.  
 

(b) Durham County Council    - Request for information in relation to the attachment of 
hanging baskets to lamp posts. 
Resolved: That the Council does not intend to attach hanging 
baskets to lamp posts. 
 

(c) Litterfree Durham - Correspondence received in relation to litterpicking events. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 

 
126. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

W Hodgson  Land north west of Rose Court, Esh Winning 
   Retrospective erection of stables 

 
Resolved: That no objection be offered to the application, subject to any representations from 
neighbours being taken into account.  
 
127. REVIEW OF THE ASSET REGISTER 
 
The Council was required to regularly review its asset register to ensure that it remained up to date.  
Copies of the register had been circulated.  
 
Resolved: That the Asset Register be updated to reflect the planters, two benches at Cornsay 
Colliery and goalposts in the park. 
 
128. REVIEW OF THE RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
The Council’s risk assessment identified risks faced by the Council and measures in place to control 
and mitigate against them.  The risk assessment had to be regularly reviewed to ensure that it 
covered all relevant situations.  
 
The Clerk had updated the document to reflect the change in arrangements for the payment of tax, 
and copies had been circulated. 
 
Resolved: That the Risk Assessment be approved.  
 
129. REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF INTERNAL AUDIT 
 
The Council was required to ensure its internal audit arrangements were appropriate and complied 
with best practice.  
 
The Clerk reported that the Annual Return for 2011-2012 had just been received. 
 
Resolved: That the review of the effectiveness of the internal audit be deferred to the next meeting 
when it could be considered alongside the appointment of an internal auditor. 
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130. STANDING ORDERS & FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 
The Council’s internal auditor had previously recommended that the Council operate a petty cash 
system and the Council had accepted and implemented this recommendation. 
 
Financial regulation 6.5 provided that the Council would not operate a petty cash system, and 
required updating to reflect the changed arrangements.  
 
Resolved: That Financial Regulation 6.5 be amended to read: 
 

The Council will maintain a cash float to a maximum of £100.00 which shall be held securely 
by the Clerk.  The Clerk/RFO shall be authorised to make payments for stationery and such 
other sundry items as are necessary for the efficient transaction of the Council’s business, 
provided that details of spending are reported to the next meeting of the Council.  A petty 
cash book showing payments made and the balance shall be maintained, and appropriate 
receipts retained.  The petty cash account shall be reconciled not less than twice per year (or 
more often as the Council may see fit) by a Member of the Council or such other responsible 
person as the Council may determine in the presence of a/nother Member of the Council.  
The cash held shall be replenished as the Council determine necessary. 

 
131. DRAW WELL 
 
The Council’s internal auditor had previously recommended that the Council should consider taking 
out insurance cover on the Draw Well. 
 
Several attempts had been made in recent years to clarify the position of the Draw Well, and the 
Clerk reported that recent discussions with a conservation officer at Durham County Council had 
provided some useful information.  
 
To obtain insurance cover, it was necessary to obtain a value for the structure, and details of suitably 
qualified surveyors had been supplied.  The issue of ownership however remained unresolved.  The 
Village Green was registered to the Council, however a potential outcome of insuring the building 
was that the Council could then be deemed to have accepted ownership and would then be liable for 
any repairs necessary to maintain the listed building in a suitable condition.  
 
It was suggested that prior to taking out insurance cover, further enquiries be made in relation to the 
ownership position. 
 
Resolved: That legal advice be sought from NALC before considering the matter further.  
 
132. QUEEN’S JUBILEE 
 
Consideration was given to the organisation of any events to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  It 
was noted that a beacon would be lit at Cornsay Village, but no other events were currently planned.   
 
Resolved: That if any group wished to organise an event, it would be considered by the Council. 
 
133. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
Since the last meeting, enquiries had been made with two local companies with a view to obtaining 
an approximate cost for a brick building.  In order to supplement the sketch plans provided by Fiona 
Brettwood, officers at Durham County Council had prepared a basic specification, based on other 
community buildings, which had also been provided to ensure that the estimates were prepared on a 
reasonably comparable basis.  
 
The companies had been asked to provide a quote on a design and build basis.  Quotes were still 
awaited.  
 
Enquiries had also been made with the National Lottery in relation to whether a modular building 
would be eligible for funding, and a response was still awaited.  Other funding options would also be 
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identified, and further progress on this aspect could be made once further details on building costs 
were know.  
 
Resolved: That this matter be considered further at a future meeting of the Council once estimates 
had been received. 
 
 

 
The Meeting closed at 7.40 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


