


readership and so their circulation. Believe not the devil’s lie aimed at discouraging and paralysing
literature ministries. Reading habit will not disappear until Jesus returns! (d) Patashala, the one-
year training programme for Christian leaders. The essentials of Biblical discipleship and
leadership must get into the veins of anyone in responsible positions in Churches and para-
Church organisations.

The IBL’s concern about the Bibleless languages in India, which are about 150, is to be
lauded and supported. I’m reminded of an old saying: “The Missionaries taught us to read, but
the Communists gave us the books!” God bless all Christian literature ministries in India to flood
the country with the Word of God. This nation must be filled with the knowledge of the Creator
God and Saviour Jesus “as the waters cover the sea!” (Hab 2:14).

I have not been accepting pulpit assignments for about four years now. However, I was
Spirit-compelled to accept the invitation of Dr. Velayutham to preach on this occasion. I was
surprised that he asked me to also dedicate and release this new Tamil Study Bible! The main

reason for my participation in this programme is my ardent and
unquenchable love for the Bible. I grew up in an Anglican home where
mummy’s strict rule was, “No Bible, no Breakfast!” Oh, how many days
my younger brother and I had to go to school hungry! She wouldn’t have
realized that she was filling with the Scripture the reservoir of the heart
of her son who would become a Bible Teacher! I still remember how she
rebuked me one Sunday when I left for Church without the Bible

because it was too heavy: “Stanley, if you carry the Bible today, it will carry you tomorrow!”
It has! Parents, beware! If you fail to teach God’s Word to your children, He would “forget” them
(Hos 4:6b). See where He puts His finger! We love our children more than we love ourselves,
don’t we? The chorus I repeated more often than any other was —

The B-I-B-L-E,
Yes, that’s the Book for me;
I stand alone on the Word of God,
The B-I-B-L-E!

(The gathering joined me singing this chorus.)

I literally fell in love with the Bible when I was born again in 1962 at 16 (Psa 119:97).
When Lilian and I got married in 1970, I told her that she was my second wife! Shocked for
a moment, she accepted it when I told her that I got wedded to the Bible 8 years ago! The Bible
has been supreme in our life all these 53 years. We enjoy meditating it more than the other
pleasures of life (Job 23:12; Psa 119:103,162).

During my undergraduate student days in the Engineering College in Karaikudi (1963-1968)
and the postgraduate studies in IIT Madras (1968-70), my mind was  occupied more with God’s
Book than my textbooks. When the lecture was boring, I would open my Gideon’s Pocket
Testament under the desk and read! My early morning meditations would be shared with my
prayer group members during the daily evening prayertime. They all became Bible addicts! Several
of them are leaders in Churches and Missions. God gave me plenty of opportunities to share
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His Word with doctors, medical students, nurses, nursing students and paramedicals when I
worked in the CMC Hospital Vellore as a Hospital Engineer from 1971 to 1975 before I entered
God’s work fulltime.

Having heard about the Dakes Annotated Reference Bible (1963) during my student days,
I was longing for a copy for myself. An Indian-American preacher visited Karaikudi for whom
I was the Tamil interpreter. I kept on looking at the New Testament portion of the abovesaid
Bible he was using on the pulpit. At the end of each of the three evening meetings I would get
it from him, admire it for a few minutes and give it back to him, saying “It’s so good!” He didn’t
get my hint but took it back to the US! How bad I felt! I was overjoyed when the engagement
gift from Lilian was a Dake’s Bible! From that day I started doing all that was possible to help
keen believers, especially fulltime ministers, own atleast one Study Bible. Most of what our friends
gave us during our overseas trips for shopping as love offering, besides ministerial support, was
spent to procure Study Bibles from the West for the fellow-missionaries of the Blessing Youth
Mission (BYM) I founded under God in 1971. Today the BYM staff all over India on the average
have more study materials than the workers of other Indian Missions!

Over the years God has enabled me to recommend to keen Christians reliable Bible Study
materials like Study Bibles, Concordances, Commentaries and Bible Dictionaries. No one so far
is disappointed over my recommendation. Here’s my 40- page booklet to help you in the choice

of Study Aids, titled, “Unless someone guides me.” You can freely download it from the
Books and Booklets section of my website: StanleyOnBible.com. There are Christians
who would call me even from Christian bookstores, standing in front of racks of Study
Bibles, for consulting me to make a right choice! Honoured!

Praise God for enabling IBL publish in India the Grace Ministries Study Bible in 2002. The
Author of this study Bible, George Robert Crow (1924-2007), was an American soldier turned
Bible Teacher. He had been profoundly influenced by the stories of Christian leaders like Hudson
Taylor, George Muller and Amy Carmichael. He was not an idealistic academician or impractical
theoretician, but while holding the pen with his fingers, he had his hands on the plough. What
a boon to the Tamil Christians that this Study Bible has come in their mother-tongue! It’s already
available in Telugu, Malayalam and Kannada.

Do we need Study Bibles? There are Christians with two extreme views —

(a) We don’t need anyone teach us. They quote 1 John 2:27, “The anointing you have
received from God abides in you, and you do not need that anyone teach you.” This is a classic
example of using a text out of context which becomes a pretext! Look at verse 26, “These things
I’ve written to you concerning those who try to deceive you!” Yes, when false teachers try to
influence us, we get an uncomfortable feeling within through the indwelling Spirit. Everyone
cannot be a Paul to say, “The Gospel which was preached by me is
not according to man. For I neither received it from man, nor was
I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gal
1:11,12). God’s prescribed pattern is that Pauls must teach Timothys
who should pass it on to faithful men who would be able to teach

- 3 -

...4



others also (2 Tim 2:2). Four generations taken care of! Timothy need not wait in the Arabian
desert for three years to get revelation from Heaven! (Gal 1:15-18). One can always go beyond
the notes of Study Bible authors who are “teachers” gifted by God to the Church for the equipping
of its members (Eph 4:11-13). We can benefit from the “teachers” of yesteryears from their
writings only.

(b) Here’s the next extreme position: Overdependence on the interpretation and comments
of others. Exposition of Bible Teachers and our personal meditation should go hand in hand
complementing one another. One cannot substitute but only supplement the other. Each believer
must quietly “sit” before God with an open Bible. See what Moses the man of God told the
children of Israel: Dt 33:3, “All the saints sit down at God’s feet; everyone receives His words.”
Deuteronomy 33:3 speaks of sitting before God with open hearts to hear from Him. Jeremiah
33:3 speaks of kneeling before Him with uplifted hands to call unto Him. Gleaning in the field
of Boaz from morning till evening, Ruth could collect only “one” ephah of barley. But what she
received directly from him was “six” ephahs! (Ruth 2:17; 3:15). Here lies the difference! Together
she got “seven” ephahs. This is the perfect way of studying the Scriptures.

Reliable Study Aids keep us going off-track. Study Bibles are mini-commentaries.
Imaginations are not inspirations. Painstaking study with Study Helps enriches our understanding
and emboldens us to share the truths with others confidently. Whether a preacher or a pew-
dweller, each one is called to bless others from his heart with what he has learnt (Col 3:16).
This art is badly missing these days. If you are satisfied with the vertical dimension without the
horizontal, stagnation would be an inevitable lot. The Biblical admonition is crystal-clear: “Be
filled with the Spirit and speak to one another” (Eph 5:18,19); “Be filled with the Scriptures
and speak to one another” (Col 3:16).

Study Bibles in English are numerous. Most of them are from American authors and
publishers. I have atleast a dozen of them and I’m immensely blessed. Whenever I think of that
country, I’m reminded of the words of Jesus, “To whom much is given, of him much shall be
required” (Lk 12:48). A visitor to a soap factory asked the manager why the clothes of the
workers were dirty. His cute reply: “They supply soaps, but don’t apply them!” The spiritual
degeneration of USA and UK is appalling. England gave us the King James Bible (1611). Revivalist
Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994), the author of Why Revival Tarries, was bold enough to say, “If
God doesn’t judge England and America, He must apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah!”

The Study Bibles in Indian vernaculars, especially in Tamil, are too few. At present we have
the Daniel Reference Bible (2000), from Kerala,Vazhviyal Vizhakka Vedahamam (2007) by Prof.
Alfred Devadasan (1943-2021), a good friend of mine who died after being in coma for over 10
years, Full Life Study Bible (2017) by the Assemblies of God Missionary Donald S. Stamps (1938-
1991), and Tamil Study Bible (2018) by the Bible Society of India.  Each Study Bible has its
strengths and weaknesses. Only the text of the Bible, and not the notes of expositors, is infallible.
Apostle Paul who was thorough in the Old Testament Scriptures, even after receiving abundant
revelations, confessed that what he knew was “incomplete” (1 Cor 13:9,12). Apostle Peter to
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whom Jesus gave even the “keys” of the Kingdom of Heaven accepted that some of Paul’s writings
were “too hard” to understand (2 Pet 3:15,16).

Mr. George Robert Crow, the author of the Study Bible we are releasing in Tamil today,
has done this enormous work with an Indian colleague. As such, without compromise, he has
written the explanatory notes with references being sensitive to the Indian culture different from
the West, because of his long years of life and ministry in this country. While many Study Bibles
help only “study,” this one assists us both in “study” and “meditation.” It’s like travelling with
a Bible Teacher. The twofold purpose stated in the preface of this Bible is arresting: “To better
understand the Word of God, and to put into practice more fully.” Though the Study Bibles by
“teams” of Bible Scholars are more reliable than those of “individual” authors, I didn’t find any
major doctrinal bias in Dr. Crow’s notes. He is obviously non-Pentecostal but not anti-Pentecostal.

In what Paul wrote to the Church in Rome, Romans 15:18, I see three areas of emphasis:
“Word ... Deed ... Signs.” Evangelicals like Baptists and Brethren are strong in the “Word.” Most
of the Study materials are from them. Oldtime mainliners are excellent in “Deed,” running
Hospitals, Educational Institutions, Destitute Homes, etc. Pentecostals emphasize “Signs” and
“Wonders,” whether or not these happen! I opine that a holy matrimony of these three streams
would be the ultimate result of the long-awaited Revival for world impact. I’m not talking about
structural union but spiritual unity. We need each other, and so must not needle each other!
Such fellowship-cum-partnership would make our coexistence in Heaven easier!

Everywhere in Christendom, there’s a talk of Revival/Renewal/Restoration. It’s because
God’s Spirit is mightily moving all over the world today as per the endtime prophecy (Joel
2:28,29; Acts 2:16-18). I ardently anticipate an endtime Awakening, as at the moment “all”
the ten virgins are sleeping (Mt 25:5). Christ loves “all” the Churches including the Laodicean
Church which has shut out its Lord (Rev 3:19,20). What must be borne in mind is that the
Bible should be the Rulebook for Revivals. The Psalmist prayed thrice in Psalm 119, “Revive
me, O Lord, according to Your Word” (vv25,107,154). Otherwise lots of unbiblical and
extrabiblical stuff would enter during times of Outpouring. Both seeds and weeds grow fast in
good showers. That’s what we have observed in the revivals of the past. “Strange fires” brought
in by the priestly class (Lev 10:1; Num 3:2-4; 26:61). God’s work according to God’s Word
is God’s way! We cannot improve on it. The Ark must not be carried on the cart, though a new
one, but only on shoulders (1 Sam 6:7; Ex 25:14). We must not even “think” beyond “what’s
written” (1 Cor 4:6).

In the Restoration ministries, which are mostly charismatic, there’s more enthusiasm and
greater emphasis on “worship” than in “Word-study.” Worship takes more time than what’s given
for the preaching of God’s Word. This imbalance is unscriptural. Take for example the ministry
of Restorers like Ezra and Nehemiah: Six hours of reading God’s Book and six hours of worship
(Neh 9:3). The quality of worship depends on the intake of God’s Word (Col 3:16). It’s the Word-
study that can lead to glorious worship, not vice versa! It’s the Word that prepares hearts to offer
acceptable worship. Ancient Church buildings had unusually “high” pulpits, just to emphasize
the super-importance of preaching in the Services. Yes, Ezra read the Book of the Law from a

- 5 -

...6



high platform (Neh 8:5). The over-emphasis in worship is illustrated by the frequently used
popular words, “Praise and Worship.” Are these words different? No, both mean the same! “Praise
and Witness” or “Worship and Witness” are more Biblical!

Let me close with a brief meditation of Psalm 19. This Psalm is by King David, a Word-
cum-Worship lover. It lists out four superior blessings of God’s Word and four severe warnings.
Blessings (vv7-9): (a) It’s “perfect,” and so it restores the soul (v7a). It takes care of our soul’s
imperfections. (b) It’s “sure,” and so it makes us wise filling us with certainties (v7b). (c) It’s
“right,” and so it gladdens our hearts (v8a). No crookedness. (d) It’s “pure,” and so it enlightens
the eyes, giving us crystal-clarity (v8b). Because these aspects warm us, God’s Word to us is
like “gold” and “honey” (v10).

The warnings begin with verse 11 with the word, “Moreover!” We must not be mere “Word-
lovers” but “Word-doers,” not mere “Sermon-tasters” but “Sermon-practitioners.” Otherwise we
would backslide. The four warnings are against backsliding in stages: First it’s just “errors,” then
“secret faults,” followed by “presumptuous sin,” finally leading to “great transgression” (vv11-13).
Here are a few examples of those who took seriously the warnings of God’s Word, written or
spoken. To be forewarned is to be forearmed. Test not God (Jesus, Dt 6:16/Mt 4:6); Flee
youthful lusts (Joseph, Gen 39:12/2 Tim 2:22); Flee covetousness (Job, Job 31:24-28/1 Tim
6:10,11). Job calls today’s prosperity teaching as “iniquity” which is “idolatrous” (Job 31:28;
Col 3:1,5).

Friends, be not selective in Scripture-study. Take its “blessings” rejoicingly and its
“warnings” reverentially. Don’t go by Christian calendar texts which display only the promises
of blessings. It’s consumerism. We read about Joshua that “he read ALL the words of the law,
the blessings AND the cursings, according to ALL that is written in the Book of the Law. There
was NOT a word of ALL that Moses had commanded which he did NOT read before ALL the
congregation of Israel” (Josh 8:34,35). This must be the testimony about each of us who read
and reread the Bible, because “ALL Scripture is Spirit-inspired and profitable” (2 Tim 3:16,17).
Otherwise we will simply know some “Bible verses,” not the “Bible!” David concludes the
Blessings-cum-Warnings passage with the assurance of “great reward” (Psa 19:11). May this new
vernacular Study Bible lead all of us the Tamil Christians to eternal rewards!
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