
and the impact of abortion. Event is 
complimentary, register now bit.ly/llc_
mail or call 64880278! (Light dinner will 
be provided.)

ACCIRD Interreligious Panel on Fasting. 
5 Sep (Thur), 7.30pm to 9.30pm at 
Cathedral of the Good Shepherd, Annex 
Building, Level 3 Hall. Speakers: Ven. 
You Wei, Singapore Buddhist Federation, 
Mr Ashraf, Maarof Mosque and Fr 
Cornelius Ching, ACCIRD. Register 
by 1 Sep (Sun) at: https://forms.gle/
WYvYrNeBQN1FkZcs7

HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF 

JESUS (JESUITS) - The Jesuits was 
founded in 1540 by a group of companions 
under the leadership of St Ignatius of 
Loyola. Within 100 years, the impact of 
the Jesuits was felt in the furthest corners 
of the then Euro-centric world - as far 
as Japan and China. Cana has invited Fr 
Jerome Leon SJ to present a survey of 
the major events and characters that have 
shaped the historical landscape of that era. 
Thursdays 22, 29 Aug and 5 and 19 Sept 
‘19 from 7.30 pm - 9.30 pm at Cana The 
Catholic Centre, 55 Waterloo St, Singapore 
187954. Love offering. Registration: 
Tel. 63384080/email - canaevents2019@
gmail.com Introduction to The Psalms (Part 3 of 3)

Authors and dates

The inscriptions attribute seventy-three 
psalms to David, twelve to Asaph, eleven 
to the sons of Korah, one each to Heman, 
Ethan (or Jeduthun), Moses and Solomon. 
The inscriptions in the Greek version do not 
always correspond with the Hebrew text and 
credit David with eighty-two psalms. The 
Syriac version shows still greater divergence.

It is possible that the original purpose of these 
inscriptions was not to name the actual author. 
The Hebrew formula used merely establishes 
some kind of relationship between the psalm 
and the person named, either because of 
an aptness of theme, or because the psalm 
belonged to a collection named after him. 
The psalms ‘for (or ‘of’) the sons of Korah’ 
were part of the repertoire of this family of 
cantors, just as the numerous psalms ‘for the 
choirmaster’’, 4, 5, 6, 8, etc., were pieces 
performed under his direction. Similarly 
there was Asaph’s collection and a Davidic 
collection. But it was not long before these 
notices of origin were taken to be indications 
of authorship, and to the inscription ‘of 
David’ at the head of some psalms were added 
details of the exact circumstances in the life 
of the king at the time when these psalms 
were composed, 3, 7, 18, 34, 51, 52, 54, etc. 

Finally tradition made David the author not 
only of the psalms that bear his name but of 
the whole Psalter. 

Notwithstanding mistaken deductions of this 
kind, it would be wrong to neglect the ancient 
and valuable information embodied in the 
inscriptions. It is reasonable to admit that the 
collections of Asaph and the sons of Korah 
were composed by poets attached to the 
Temple. It is equally reasonable to hold that 
there must be some connection between the 
Davidic collection and David himself. Taking 
into account, what the historical books have 
to say of his musical talent, 1 S 16:16-18; cf. 
Am 6:4, his poetic gifts, 2 S 1:``19-27; 3:33-
34, and his love of the liturgy, 2 S 6:5, 15-16, it 
would seem inevitable that the Psalter should 
contain some of David’s compositions. 
Indeed, Ps 18 is simply a different edition of 
a poem attributed to David in 2 S 22. Not all 
the psalms of the Davidic collection are by 
him, no doubt, but the collection must have 
had a few of these for nucleus. It is difficult, 
however, to be more definite than this. The 
Hebrew inscriptions are not decisive, as we 
have seen, and when the New Testament 
writers quote a psalm as being by David, 
they are speaking as their contemporaries 
spoke. Even so, this evidence should not be 
rejected without good reason, and David, 
who ‘sang the songs of Israel’, 2 S 23:1, must 
be conceded an essential part in the formation 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year C) Pg 973
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Lord, come to my aid!
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 19 August 2019 - SAT 24 August 2019
MON: JGS 2:11-19,  MT 19:16-22 TUE: JGS 6:11-24A, MT 19:23-30 WED: JGS 9:6-15, MT 
20:1-16 THU: IS 9:1-6, LK 1:26-38 FRI: RU 1:1, 3-6, 14B-16, 22, MT 22:34-40 SAT: RV 
21:9B-14, JN 1:45-51

18 August 2019 Year CTwentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 



PARISH NEWS 

MASS FOLLOWED BY PRAYERS 
FOR HEALING - You are invited to 
join us for praise and worship and Mass 
followed by prayers for healing. After 
mass, prayer teams will be available to 
pray with you for healing. 7 Sept ‘19 from 
2.00pm - 4.00pm at the Church of Sts Peter 
and Paul. Please spread the word to your 
family and friends. Organised by Praise@
Work Celebrant. Fr. Charlie Oasan For 
more information, E:praiseatworksg@
yahoo.com; T: 97472467. All are welcome, 
no registration is needed. 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH 

MAKE YOUR MARRIAGE A 
PRIORITY! “Marriage is a project to 
be worked on together ... and a process 
of growth.” - Pope Francis (Amoris 
Laetitia, no. 218, 221).  Good marriages 
can always be made better.  To deepen and 
refine your couple relationship, sign up 
for one of the coming Marriage Encounter 
Weekends: 4 - 6 Oct, 1 - 3 Nov & 6 - 8 
Dec. Contact David & Clara @ 96705390 
or mewkend@gmail.com 

MONSTER IN EVERY ROOM - Family 

Life Society presents MONSTER IN 
EVERY ROOM on 9 Oct ‘19 from 7:00pm 
- 9:30pm. Arm yourself and your Child 
with tools to conquer PORN. For parents 
and everyone who works with children. 
Register now bit.ly/mer_mail or call 
64880278. Only $10 per pax. 

‘REVIEW OF LIFE’ WORKSHOP by 
Caritas Singapore Formation Committee. 
How do we make sense of our daily life 
challenges? How do we see clearly with 
the eyes of faith, live the Gospel daily and 
grow in faith? Join us for 2 evenings to 
learn the ‘Review of Life’ (ROL) method, 
to understand how to better integrate faith 
and life. 28 and 29 August 2019 (Wed and 
Thurs); 7.30pm. to 9.30pm.; in Agape 
Village (7A Lorong 8 Toa Payoh).  For 
more information and registration, please 
refer to the Caritas Singapore website: 
www.caritas-singapore.org or email to 
formation@caritas-singapore.org.

LOVE LIFE CONFERENCE - 
Pregnancy Crisis & Support presents 
LOVE LIFE CONFERENCE on 27 Sept 
‘19 from 7:15pm - 9:45pm. Embrace 
Life! Hear about the legal, medical and 
emotional aspects relating to the beginning 
of life, the options that all mothers have 

of the religious poetry of the Chosen People.

The original impulse given by David 
continued to have effects and the Psalter 
covers several centuries of poetic activity. 
After an erroneous assessment, assigning a 
very late date to the majority of the psalms, 
more moderate views now prevail. Apart 
from those psalms which may have been 
composed by David, many go back to the 
monarchical period, in particular all the royal 
psalms. But their content is too general for 
more than conjectural dating. The Psalms 
of the Kingship of God, on the other hand, 
with their many echoes of earlier psalms 
and of the second part of Isaiah, must have 
been written during the Exile, as also those, 
such as 137, which speak of the destruction 
of Jerusalem and the deportation. Ps 126 
celebrates the return from exile. The period 
that followed seems to have been fertile 
in psalmody. The restored Temple saw a 
reflorescence of public worship, the status of 
the cantors was so raised that they became 
assimilated with the Levites, which sages like 
Ben Sira adopted psalm form to popularise 
their teaching. Are any psalms of later date 
than the end of the Persian period? Are there 
any Maccabaean psalms? The question arises 
in particular connection with 44, 74, 79, 83, 
but the arguments advanced are not strong 
enough to prove so late a date of composition.

Formation of the Psalter

The Psalter as we have it is the result of 
lengthy activity. At first there were partial 
collections. Ps 72 (though its title assigns it 
to Solomon) is followed by the note: ‘End of 
the prayers of David’, although there are non-
Davidic psalms before it and Davidic psalms 
after it. In fact there are two Davidic groups, 
3 – 41 and 51 – 72, in which every psalm 
(except 72 and four anonymous psalms) is 
attributed to David. Originally there must 
have been other separate collections of the 
same sort: the psalters of Asaph, 50 and 73 – 
83, of the sons of Korah, 42 – 49 and 84, 85, 
87, 88, of Ascents, 120 – 134, of the Hallel, 

105 – 107, 113 – 118, 135, 136, 146 - 150. 
That there were several collections existing 
side by side is proved by the way certain 
psalms duplicate each other almost word for 
word, thus 14 and 53; 40: 13 – 17 and 70; 108 
with 57: 7 – 11 and 60: 5 – 12.

Furthermore, the activities of the collectors 
can be detected in the use of the divine 
names: ‘Yahweh’ is almost exclusively used 
in 1 – 41 (first Davidic group), ‘Elohim’ in 
42 – 83 (covering the second Davidic group; 
part of the psalter of the sons of Korah, psalter 
of Asaph), all the remainder are ‘Yahwistic’ 
with the exception of 108 (combination of 
the two ‘Elohistic’ psalms 57 and 60). This 
second ‘Yahwistic’ group, in which many of 
the psalms are anonymous and in which there 
is considerable quotation of, or borrowing 
from, earlier literature, must be the most 
recent group of all; though this does not 
prejudice the dating of the individual psalms 
within the group. The Psalter was ultimately 
divided into five books, doubtless on the 
model of the Pentateuch; the books were 
divided from each other by short doxologies: 
41: 13, 72: 18 – 20; 89: 51; 106:48. Ps 150 is 
a protracted final doxology while 1 serves as 
an introduction to the whole of Psalter.

Spiritual value

The spiritual riches of the Psalter need no 
commendation. The psalms were the prayers 
of the Old Testament in which God inspired 
the feeling that his children ought to have 
towards him and the words they ought to use 
when speaking to him. They were recited 
by Jesus himself, by the Virgin Mary, the 
apostles and the early martyrs. The Christian 
Church has adopted them unchanged for 
her official prayer. Unchanged: the cries of 
praise, entreaty and thanksgiving, wrung 
from the psalmists by events of their own 
times and by their personal experiences, have 
a universal note, expressing as they do the 
attitude that every man should have towards 
God. Unchanged as regards the words, but 
with a great enrichment of the sense: in the 
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New Covenant, the faithful man praises and 
thanks God for unveiling the secret of His 
inmost nature, for redeeming him by the 
blood of his Son, for filling him with his Spirit; 
hence each psalms ends with the trinitarian 
doxology: Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit. The ancient 
entreaties have become more ardent since 

the last supper, the cross and the resurrection 
have taught mankind the infinite quality of 
the love of God, the universality and gravity 
of sin, the glory promised to the faithful. 
The hopes sung by the psalmists have been 
fulfilled, the Messiah has come, he reigns 
and all nations are summoned to praise him. 
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966


