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 ECOLOGY 

12.1 Chapter 12 of the Original ES provided an assessment of the likely effects on European Designated 

Sites (confirmed by NCC in their Scoping Opinion dated 16 February 2018). Due to the limited onsite 

ecological value of the Site, a standalone Phase 1 Habitats Survey was submitted, (outside of the 

Environmental Statement (ES)) which addressed onsite ecology.  

12.2 Whilst the findings of the Ecology chapter of the Original ES remain valid, this chapter provides 

supplementary information on the NPPF, July 2018 and provides a response to comments raised by 

Natural England (NE) on appropriate and proportionate mitigation in relation to potential impacts on 

the River Wensum Special Area of Conservation, the Broads Special Area of Conservation and the 

Broadland Special Protection Area (collectively for the purpose of this chapter ‘EU designated sites’).  

Update to Planning Policy  

12.3 The legislation and planning policy set out in the Original ES remains largely valid.  However, it 

should also be noted that following submission of the Original ES, the Government has published its 

updated National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in July 2018. The updated version of the 

document includes different paragraph numbers to the 2012 version of the NPPF, additional policies, 

and updates to the text of certain policies. However, having reviewed the revised document in detail, 

we do not consider that these updates have a material impact on the assessment of the application 

proposals or the conclusions as set out in the Original ES, however, for clarity, we provide the 

relevant NPPF policies: 

12.4 Paragraph 117 states that planning policies and decisions should promote an effective use of land 

in meeting the need for homes and other uses and should:  

 give substantial weight to the value of using suitable brownfield land within settlements for 

homes and other identified needs, and support appropriate opportunities to remediate 

despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated or unstable land; 

 promote and support the development of under-utilised land and buildings, especially if this 

would help to meet identified needs for housing where land supply is constrained and 

available sites could be used more effectively. 

12.5 Paragraph 170 states that “planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 

natural and local environment by:  
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 protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological value and 

soils; 

 minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing 

coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;  

 minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by establishing 

coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and future pressures;  

 preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at unacceptable risk 

from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, air, water or noise pollution 

or land instability. Development should, wherever possible, help to improve local 

environmental conditions such as air and water quality, taking into account relevant 

information such as river basin management plans; and  

 remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and unstable land, 

where appropriate. 

12.6 Paragraph 172 states that great weight should be given to conserving and enhancing landscape and 

scenic beauty in National Parks the Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, which have 

the highest status of protection in relation to these issues. The conservation and enhancement of 

wildlife and cultural heritage are also important considerations in these areas, and should be given 

great weight in National Parks and the Broads. 

Impact and Mitigation on the European Designated Sites 

12.7 Natural England (NE) commented that further consideration of the implementation of appropriate and 

proportionate mitigation measures to offset potential impacts to designated sites, in line with the 

Greater Norwich Green Infrastructure Delivery Plan (GIDP) and Local Plan policies DM3, DM6 and 

DM8 should be provided. 

12.8 The Greater Norwich Infrastructure Plan provides a programme for the funding and delivery of the 

key infrastructure requirements required for the delivery of strategic infrastructure to support growth, 

a high quality of life and an enhanced natural environment. At paragraph 3.3 it states that the projects 

in the GNIP are based on the need to mitigate the potential impacts on Natura 2000 sites under the 

Habitat Regulations and an understanding of the timing of development served by the identified 

green infrastructure corridors. 

12.9 The Local Plan policies DM3, DM6 and DM8, also focus on Green Infrastructure. Most relevant is 

DM6 which states:  
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“Development will be expected to take all reasonable opportunities to avoid harm to and 

protect and enhance the natural environment of Norwich and its setting, including both sites 

and species, taking particular account of the need to avoid harm to the adjoining Broads 

Authority area and other identified areas of natural environmental value immediately 

adjoining the City. Appropriate proposals which deliver significant benefits or enhancements 

to local biodiversity or geodiversity will be strongly supported and encouraged. Opportunities 

should be taken to incorporate and integrate biodiversity, green infrastructure and wildlife 

friendly features in the design of individual schemes. 

Where, in exceptional circumstances, development is accepted which is likely to result in 

substantial and unavoidable harm to or loss of priority habitats and species populations 

identified through local biodiversity action plans, developers will be required to provide for 

the re-creation and recovery of such populations through biodiversity offsetting.” 

12.10 The Proposed Development accords with this policy, it is a comprehensive redevelopment design, 

which includes many landscape features that not only increase the biodiversity of the whole Site but 

also link it with all adjacent land, where it is possible to do so, to create connectivity through this part 

of Norwich. The supplementary landscape masterplan, (in particular the Illustrative Landscape 

Masterplan (PL1581-GA-001)) provides an update on how the landscape proposals have evolved in 

response to consultee comments. The Proposed Development now includes a public Play Trail, 

further details on the canopy within Anglia Square, as well as a developed biodiversity strategy 

across the site.  

12.11 In addition, the water feature has been relocated from Anglia Square and into St. George's Square 

to provide focus. Pitt Street has a shared pedestrian and cycle route introduced, providing cyclists 

and alternate route to navigate around the development if desired. To accommodate these changes, 

the swale has been removed and a wildflower edge has been retained with additional tree planting 

to provide greater biodiversity benefit. 

12.12 A Biodiversity Strategy is included within the Landscape Document setting out how the ecological 

enhancements can be achieved on the site, which includes Biodiverse roofs, green walls and 

wildflower corridors.  

12.13 Not only do these changes increase the opportunity for biodiversity enhancements on the Site, it also 

provides more recreational spaces which would be used by the residents of the Proposed 

Development reducing the need to travel off site for recreational purposes.    

12.14 Natural England (NE) acknowledge the provision of roof gardens incorporated into the design of the 

application, but they state that due to size and location, this space may not be conducive to all 



 

Supplementary Environmental Information | Anglia Square | Page 66 of 79 
 

common recreational activities, and it is likely that residents, including dog walkers, will utilise 

accessible open space offsite, including designated sites. 

12.15 Of particular concern to NE is the potential for increased recreational pressure on EU European 

Sites, particularly dog walkers.   

12.16 The impact of dogs, particularly the disturbance of ground-nesting birds is well documented, 

especially in the Surrey and Thames Heathland areas (which is a comparable area), and the impact 

of dogs is an issue that has to be addressed in that area which has a significant amount of heathland, 

with qualifying ground-nesting species of avifauna.   

12.17 NE’s quantum of dogs assumes 375 dogs equating to 375 or 750 daily walks. However, it is 

considered that this over inflated. Weston Homes have researched dog ownership across their 

developments which provides an accurate estimate of ownership from which potential impact can be 

assessed, Copy included at Appendix SEI 12.1.  

12.18 The results differ significantly from those of NE. In order for an occupant of a Weston Homes 

development to own a dog and keep it at the property, a licence must be applied for. Thus, the data 

provided is based on dog licences granted for occupiers of Weston Homes developments over a 10-

year period.   

12.19 In short, the data demonstrates that of a total of 2,333 flats, only 35 (1.5%) have a dog licence. Using 

the actual percentage of units within each of these schemes which have a dog, the average 

percentage of flats with a dog licence is 3.68%. Applying this ratio to the upper parameters of the 

Proposed Development would result in a total of 49 dogs within the entire scheme, this means no 

more than 100 dog walks per day, which is far below the estimate of Natural England. 

12.20 It is most likely that the dogs will be exercised in the local area of Anglia Square, and thus the impact 

on the SPAs - especially the Broads, is likely to be far less than suggested. This is presumably why 

the Broads Authority has confirmed in their consultation response letter dated 25 April 2018 that it 

has no objection to the scheme. Indeed, the Broads Authority states:  

“The site is remote from the area of the Broads within Norwich and the proposal is unlikely to have a 

significant impact on the Broads” 

Appropriate and Proportionate Mitigation  

12.21 A recognised means of mitigating potential detrimental effects the EU Sites through increased visitor 

pressure is through the provision of additional open/green space in close proximity to a new 

residential development. As set out above, the revised landscape strategy provides a range of open 
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spaces to be for recreational purposes without the future residents having to travel to these 

designated areas.  

12.22 The Development Proposals will deliver cycling and walking (potentially could be used for dog 

walking also) within the Site. Furthermore, the scheme design will not provide any direct links to the 

EU designated sites.  

12.23 A Homeowner’s Information Pack could be provided to future residents which would promote the use 

of alternative dog walks in less sensitive areas.  The pack would provide new homeowners’ with 

information on the sensitivities of the EU designated sites, the need to keep dogs on a lead and 

alternative recreation resources in the local area. 

Conclusion 

12.24 The overall conclusion set out at Chapter 12 of the Original ES remains valid. It is considered that 

the Proposed Development would not be likely to give rise to a significant effect on the EU designated 

Sites.  

12.25 The changes to the Proposed Development includes landscape features that not only increase the 

biodiversity of the Site but will also provide more recreational spaces which could be used by the 

residents of the Proposed Development reducing the need to travel off site for recreational purposes.    

12.26 The potential impact of dogs, particularly disturbance of ground-nesting birds through increased 

recreational use of the EU designated sites has been considered and is likely to be significantly less 

than that outlined by NE. However, measures such as the provision of a Homeowners Information 

Pack outlining the sensitivities of these designated sites and alternative walking areas is likely to 

further reduce the potential for dog walkers to use these areas.  

12.27 It is considered that the provision of the mitigation set out above are appropriate and proportionate 

mitigation measures to offset potential impacts to designated sites.  
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