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On a day-to-day basis, Beaver Water District (BWD) uses electricity from Carroll 
Electric to power its drinking water treatment plants. However, in the event of a power 
outage, BWD has backup diesel powered electrical generators. In mid-August,  
construction of two additional generators, BWD’s “Switching Station 1A Generator 
Facility,” got underway. 

The contractor is Crossland Heavy Contractors. The total project cost is 
$5,048,242, which includes the construction contract, generators and switchgear. 
Black and Veatch (B&V) is the engineering firm tasked with overseeing the project. 
Bill HagenBurger, BWD’s plant engineer, works closely with B&V to monitor the 
project throughout construction, which is expected to last for 10 months.

“Once we have these additional electrical generators in place, we will be able to 
operate at a capacity of 73 million gallons a day (mgd) on emergency power,” 
HagenBurger said. “This means that in the event of an outage, we can supply our 
four customer cities with more water.”

Another use for the generators is in the summer months, when BWD practices 
“load-shedding.” Load-shedding means that BWD switches from Carroll Electric 
power to the generators during peak electrical use, which occurs during the hot 
summer months. In addition to taking stress off the power grid, this enables BWD to 
save money.

“We usually save about $500,000 each year by practicing load shedding,” 
HagenBurger said.

Generator Construction Underway

“This means that in the event of an outage, we can  
supply our four customer cities with more water.”
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Board Approves 2016 Budget

Beaver Water District’s Board of 
Directors met Aug. 27 and approved a 
fiscal year 2016 budget of $24.2 million. 
The total budget includes debt service, 
source water protection, reserve funding, 
and operations and maintenance. The 
operations and maintenance budget por-
tion is $11.9 million (see illustration here). 
The overall increase to the Operations & 
Maintenance Budget is only 1.15%. 

David Short of Bentonville (Benton 
County) moved to accept the budget as 
presented. Chris Weiser of Springdale 
(Washington County) seconded the 
motion. The board unanimously approved 
the motion. 

“The overall increase to the O&M 
Budget is minimal, which speaks to the 
concerted effort of BWD staff to hold 

anticipated costs down as much as pos-
sible, while providing the necessary 
resources to ensure the proper operation 
of the District,” said Adam K. Motherwell, 
BWD’s Chief Financial Officer. “Our big-
gest savings is that we have paid off the 
original Beaver Lake water storage con-
tract. This saves us approximately 
$51,000 a year.”

Alan D. Fortenberry P.E., BWD’s 
CEO, added that “the staff did a great job 
with their continued diligence in main-
taining the overall costs of producing 
drinking water.”

This year’s budget is predicated on 
anticipated sales of approximately 18.3 
billion gallons of water in the next fiscal 
year, at the updated wholesale rate of 
$1.29 per thousand gallons.

2016 Beaver Water District
Operaons & Maintenance Expenses

All Other
3,329,000

27.97%

Personnel
Services

3,878,000
32.58%

Chemicals
2,355,000

19.79%
Power

2,340,000
19.66%
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(Left) Heath Ward of Springdale, Executive Director of Springdale Water Utilities, was 
sworn in for the Nutrient Water Quality Trading Advisory Panel by Washington County 
Justice of the Peace Lisa Ecke. They are pictured here with portraits in the background of 

Harold Henson, Joe Steele, and Elmer Johnson, the original three water and sewer commis-
sioners for Springdale when it became an independent commission after the water started 
coming from Beaver Water District. The late Joe Steele was highly instrumental in getting 

Beaver Lake created. (Right) Circuit Judge John Threet administered the oath to Larry 
Lloyd. Lloyd is Chief Operating Officer for Beaver Water District.

Governor Appoints Larry Lloyd & 
Heath Ward to Nutrient Water 
Quality Trading Advisory Panel

Governor Asa Hutchinson has 
appointed Larry Lloyd P.E., BCEE of 
Fayetteville, and Heath Ward of 
Springdale as members of the Nutrient 
Water Quality Trading Advisory Panel, 
for terms to expire on June 8, 2017.  
Lloyd is Chief Operating Officer of 
Beaver Water District. Ward is Executive 
Director of Springdale Water Utilities. 
The Panel was created by Arkansas Act 
335 of 2015: “An Act to amend the laws 
pertaining to the promulgation of water 
quality regulations and the issuance of 
wastewater discharge permits; to 
authorize the implementation of nutrient 
water quality trading, credits, offsets, 
and compliance associations; and for 
other purposes.” Nitrogen and phos-
phorus are nutrients that are essential 
for plant and animal growth and nour-

ishment. Their overabundance in water 
can cause a number of adverse health 
and ecological effects. (Source: water.
usgs.gov) According to the Act, “Water 
quality trading is a market-based 
approach to achieving water quality 
goals that can provide greater efficiency 
and cost savings by allowing one source 
to meet its regulatory obligations by 
using pollutant reductions created by 
another source that has lower pollution 
control costs.” Among its duties, the 
Panel will advise the Arkansas 
Department of Environmental Quality 
and the Arkansas Natural Resources 
Commission “regarding the desirability, 
design, and operation of nutrient water 
quality trading programs.” To read the 
Act in its entirety, visit www.arkleg.state.
ar.us/acts/2015/Public/ACT335.pdf.
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“City Asks Residents and Businesses 
to Temporarily Conserve Water Due to 
Major Water Leak.” That was the head-
line on a media release issued by the city 
of Fayetteville on Friday, Aug. 14. The 
leak was discovered on Wednesday, 
Aug. 12, in a 42-inch water line that sup-
plies Fayetteville with treated drinking 
water from Beaver Water District (BWD). 
This water transmission line, located in a 
field south of Frisco Church Road in 
Lowell, was shut off and crews from 
Fayetteville began a repair on the line. 

On Aug. 16, the city reported in a 
media release that repairs had been 
completed at 4 a.m. that morning and 
“city crews worked tirelessly around the 
clock to ensure the repairs were done in 
a timely manner so as not to impact 
essential water services.” The city thanked 
its major customers, including outlying 
cities, the University of Arkansas and  
individuals for their conservation efforts.

BWD, with treatment plants at 301 
N. Primrose Road in Lowell, Arkansas, 
supplies drinking water to Fayetteville 

through a 36-inch 
transmission line and a 
42-inch transmission 
line. While the 42-inch 
line was being 
repaired, water trans-
mission was limited to 
the 36-inch line. At 
that time, Fayetteville 
customers were using 
about 20 million gallons 
a day (mgd) of water. 
However, only about 
15 mgd can be 
pumped through the 
36-inch line.

“The city has 
water storage tanks 

and we keep them filled by monitoring 
them 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We 
worked closely with the city to keep 
them informed of tank levels and the 
importance of getting the conservation 
messages out so that residents would 
not be without water,” said Stacy 
Cheevers, BWD’s Plant Manager. 

BWD staff worked closely with the 
City’s forces to effect the repair to the 
pipeline in as short a timeframe as pos-
sible, including providing laboratory ser-
vices for the bacteriological testing 
required to assure the safety of the water.

BWD sells water to four customer 
cities at the wholesale rate of $1.29 per 
thousand gallons ready to drink. 
Fayetteville buys water from BWD and 
owns and operates the system in 
Fayetteville, Farmington, Greenland, 
Goshen, Wheeler, parts of Johnson and 
some rural areas in Washington County. 
Fayetteville also provides wholesale ser-
vice to Elkins, West Fork, and Mount 
Olive Rural Water Association. For more 
information, visit www.bwdh2o.org.

City of Fayetteville Experiences 
Major Water Leak in 42-inch line
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A sunny day in late summer with a 
light breeze and temperatures in the 80s. 
Who could ask for more? The 10th 
Annual Secchi Day on Beaver Lake, held 
Aug. 15th at Prairie Creek, attracted  
hundreds of people. The event began 
early in the morning with teams collect-
ing water samples and clarity readings 
with a Secchi disk. On shore, members 
of the public enjoyed a free water appre-
ciation science festival, with snacks, 
lunch, and door prizes donated by sponsors.  

This year 547 people participated. Of 
that number, 63 were volunteers using 
their own boats to collect water samples 
and clarity readings; 107 volunteered with 
launch sites, hands-on education and 
food service. The remaining 377 repre-
sent the general public in attendance. 
This year, the event included two new 
opportunities. Those with an interest were 
invited to test drive a kayak. Additionally, 
scouts could earn “Secchi” patches. 

“We’re so excited that 47 Scouts 
showed up and earned badges in the 
first year,” said Angela Danovi of Ozarks 
Water Watch, who is on the board of Girl 
Scouts Diamonds and a member of the 
Secchi Day planning committee. 

Dan Skoff, Chief Meteorologist for 
KNWA/Fox 24, along with Dr. Bob 
Morgan, Manager of Environmental 
Quality for Beaver Water District (BWD), 
emceed the event. They were joined by 
Alan D. Fortenberry P.E., CEO for BWD, 
the sponsoring organization for the 
event. Elected BWD board members in 
attendance included Bill Watkins of 
Rogers, President (Benton County); 
Cathy Foraker of Fayetteville (Washington 
County); Mary Gardner of Prairie Creek 
(Benton County); David Short of Benton-
ville (Benton County); and Woody Bassett 

More than 500 showed up for 
10th Annual Secchi Day on 
Beaver Lake on Aug. 15th

Continued on page 6
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of Fayetteville, Secretary-Treasurer 
(Washington County). 

“This is our 10th year,” Fortenberry told 
the crowd. “We are so glad you came today 
and that you care about drinking water and 
the water in this lake. It’s so important to 
our region and everyone’s health.”

Patsy Boynton of Bella Vista won the 
grand prize drawing for a kayak donated 
by Cabela’s.  Boynton and her husband, 
Bob, have attended Secchi Day for prob-
ably six of the past 10 years. Melissa 
Estes, 16, of Cave Springs, Ark., took 1st 
place in the 4H Division of the 2015 
Beaver Lake Photo Contest, held in con-
junction with Secchi Day each year. Estes 
is the daughter of Dana and Michael 
Estes. Haleigh Jernigan, 9, of Bella Vista, 
daughter of Alisha Jernigan, took 2nd 
place. This year, 19 teams of volunteers 
who have helped with sampling for five or 
more of the 10 years were presented with 
certificates of recognition.

“These volunteers are essential,” 
Fortenberry said. “Dedicated community 
members who care about the water in this 
lake will continue to be needed for this 
task in years to come. We must protect 
our lake and ensure we have good water 
quality. The better the water quality is then 

the less money we have to spend to clean 
it and make it suitable for drinking.”

Beaver Water District supplies drink-
ing water sourced from Beaver Lake to 
Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers, and 
Bentonville. These cities then resell the 
water to their customers. Three other 
water suppliers – Benton-Washington 
Regional Public Water Authority, Carroll-
Boone Water District, and Madison 
County Regional Water District – also 
take water from the lake and filter and 
disinfect it for drinking. To put it another 
way, one in seven Arkansans relies on 
this lake as a drinking water supply. 

The individuals/organizations recog-
nized with certificates included Ken 
Abrams, Tami Arend, Colin Massey, Dave 
Boyer, Chuck Bushong, Association for 
Beaver Lake Environment, Dallas & Dee 
Drda, Stephen & Sara Evans, Donna & 
Sandy Hamilton, Sean Harper, Bob Klein, 
Robert Lewis, Northwest Arkansas Land 
Trust, Operations Management 
International, Inc., Flip Putthoff, U.S. 
Geological Survey, Doug Wagley, David 
Waldrup and Jim Wimberly.

For more information, visit bwdh2o.org.

10th Annual Secchi Day on Beaver continued from page 5

Continued on page 7
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10th Annual Secchi Day on Beaver continued from page 6

Thank You to Volunteers & Participants!
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Imagine a Day Without Water
#nwawater
By Amy Wilson

After more than 
a decade engaged in 
the water profession 
with Beaver Water 
District, I’ve decided 
that it’s time to step 
out of the shadows 

and write a column. Fortunately, I have the 
support of a dedicated CEO, Alan 
Fortenberry, who hired me in late 2004. 
This job provided me with a great 
professional opportunity while 
allowing me to return home. For 
that, I am deeply grateful. 

I’ll be writing about books 
and films, posts on digital 
media, and news and happen-
ings related to water both 
locally and globally. With that in 
mind, let’s take first things first. 
What would you do if you woke 
up and turned on the tap and 
nothing came out? Take a 
moment and … imagine a day 
without water. 

The first thing I would miss is water 
to drink. It seems like I’m always thirsty. 
I drink a lot of water! I keep a reusable 
bottle of water with me most of the time, 
even when I’m sleeping. I imagine I’d wake 
up, make my bed and grab my water to 
take to the bathroom. Then I would go to 
take my morning pills and … realize my 
bottle was empty. I’d turn on the tap and 
nothing would come out. How am I 
going to take my medicine? And then 
there’s my morning coffee! Oh no. How 
am I going to get that cup of coffee that 
gives me a jumpstart every morning? Not 
to mention what will I do about flushing 
toilets, cooking, washing dishes, providing 

drinking water for my dogs, and water 
for my plants? And what about taking a 
shower or a bath? I guess that would be 
out too.

It’s so easy to take safe, reliable 
water, ready at the tap, for granted, that is 
until the water doesn’t come out of the 
tap. That’s why The Value of Water 
Coalition (thevalueofwater.org) is kicking 
off the public awareness campaign 
“Imagine a Day Without Water” from Oct. 6 
through 8. So what’s the core message? 
Water is essential. The important decision 

we all make daily, to value tap water, 
Beaver Lake, streams and rivers, ground-
water, and water wells, is essential for 
those of us here now and for future gen-
erations. So take a moment, right now, to 
imagine a day without water. Post on 
social media using the hashtags #nwawa-
ter and #thevalueofwater. While you are at 
it, “like” Beaver Water District’s Facebook 
page and follow @bwdh2o on Twitter. 
Let’s raise awareness about #nwawater 
and #thevalueofwater together!

Amy Wilson is Director of Public Affairs for 
Beaver Water District. Email her at awilson@
bwdh2o.org.


