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EDITORIAL 
VOICES 

In a r~dio editorial dated June 26, WJAG forcefully 
dramatized the cold fact of life that "Broadcasters 
are being submerged in regulatory action from 

Washington." Copies of this editorial were sent to all Nebraska broad
casters, and it is suggested that stations might want to carefully review 
this approach. 

\.....,, WOW-TV and WOW radio have been editorializing for 
around six months now. The WOW stations did not embark upon such a course 
lightly, you can be sure. According to management, WOW stations do carefully 
strive for fairness. They regularly ask for comment on their editorials 
and faithfully reply to all signed comment. They are extremely proud of 
their editorial voice to date, and intend in the future to present editorials 
on many topics keeping in mind a key of responsibility. By the way, most 
of the editorials are confined to matters of local concern. 

RATING 
WARNING 

******** 
The FCC has distributed a special public notice cautioning 
licensees about improper use of broadcast ratings. The 
Commission, as part of its continued emphasis and liaison 

with the Federal Trade Commission, has determined that any possible improper 
use of broadcast ratings in advertising campaigns will be severely treated. 
Valid audience research-use is not discouraged, but the broadcaster, for 
example, may not quote a portion of the survey out of context, must be 
sure that survey is properly conceived, reasonably free from bias, and have 
an adequate sample, etc . 

******** 
Many broadcasters are alarmed at the recent controversial 

action of the National Council of Churches fully endorsing approval of 
goverrnnental curbs of radio and television. The Council spokesman, Rev. 
Everett Parker, states that "this industry has never on its own improved 
itself." State President Bob Thomas quickly replied that most broadcasters 
feel certain that this attitude does not represent the opinions of the 
vast majority of clergymen. But work needs to be done. 

******** 
Broadcasters are uniformly protesting the recent split 

FCC proposal to put strict limits on the time used by radio and television 
commercials. This proposal, preliminarily adopted by a 4-3 vote of the 
Commission, would adopt as part of its own rules the time limitations 
contained in the voluntary codes of the National Association of Broadcasters. 
Commi ssioner Robert Bartley, one of the three dissenting members, sai d 
the action was "an irritating act of futility" and vigorously contended 
that time was not the only factor that should be consi dered on commercial s . 
President LeRoy Collins said that broadcasters would fight wi th all "the 
power and persuasion at our command" against any arbitrary attempt to put 
time limits on commercials . However, new Commission Chainnan, William Henry, 
more recently stated that there are no teeth in the Code, and "until we give 
.:.t the sanction of law, it is not going to have the effect it should have." 

viously, the issue is clearly drawn, and each and every broadcaster 
ould vigorously protest and organize opposition. . 

EQUAL TIME 
BALONEY 

******** 
The House of Representatives, on June 19, voted 263 to 126 
to suspend the equal time requirement during the 1964 
Presidential campaign . Wi .thout the suspension, dozens 



l'l :!:BRASKA BROADCASTERS ASSOCIATION 

804 STUART BUILDINCJ , LINCCLN 

of minor party candid~tes would unquestionably demand equal time. If, 
on the other hand, the top candidates in 1 64 are available to broadcasters 
as they were in 1960, we might expect one of the greatest campaigns in 
history. 

* * * *'* * * * 
Association Secretary Dick Chapin suggests that mention 

be made of the fact that the new wage and hour law is effective September 1 
raising the minimum hourly wage. Dick further points out that all 
stations in markets of less than 100,000 are exempt on the overtime 
provisions only. 

******** 
The FCC recently fined a Kentucky station $1,000.00 for 

allegedly failing to properly identify the sponsor of a political broadcast 
in connection with a recent gubernatorial primary. The program was announced 
as sponsored by "committee for good government" when, in fact, the contracting 
advertising agency was acting for one of the candidates. The FCC concluded 
that this failure to properly identify was a willful violation of its 
rule requiring identification of true sponsors of such programs. 

NBA BOARD 
IS WORKING 

******** 
On Friday, June 7, the Nebraska Broadcasters Association 
Board of Directors met at Holiday Inn in Grand Island. 
Present were Bob Thomas, Dick Chapin, Roger Larson, 

Harry Beck, Bill Walter, Bill Moore, Newell Eastman, and Harry Snyder. It 
was an all-day meeting,' and much was accomplished. You are reminded here 
that it was decided at this meeting that the next state convention will be 
held in Scottsbluff -- October 6-8. Don't miss out, plan now on attending. 

* '1i * * * * * * 
Considerable favorable reaction has been received on the 

fine and effective work of the Broadcasters Tourism Connnittee. This bread 
and butter promotion of Nebraska has been one of our really fine recent 
projects. It is again asked that all broadcasters fully co-operate with 
Chairman Harvey Swenson and his effective Tourism Committee. 

FREEDON OF 
INFORMATION 

******** 
It is extremely comforting to note that one State Senator, 
Matt Wylie of Elgin, favors "taking the hinges off the 
doors" of legislative committee rooms, and he is adamant 

in advocating just that. It's Senator Wylie's way of saying that he strongly 
favors opening the .Unicameral 1 s committee meeting to the press and public -
all commi.ttee meetings, that is. As most broadcasters know, the cotmnittees 
of our Legislature reach their final decisions on legislation in executive 
or "closed" sessions, with newsmen allowed to report only the nature of the 
motions offered and the numerical vote on each. Senator Wylie recently 
commented "you can put in the paper how I vote any time. I'm not ashamed 
of it. I say we would have better government -- I know we would -- if all 
meetings were open. 11 THREE CHEERS FOR SENATOR WYLIE FOR BREAKING THE 
ICE ON THIS. 

******** 
The Legislature with a resounding vote finally killed 

the bill specifically prohibiting anyone from advertising the price of all 
eye wear in Nebraska. The bill drew general support from optometrists 
and opposition from news media representatives. Charles Thone, Association 
attorney, appeared in opposition to the bill expressing the Nebraska 
Broadcasters Association's opposition to this type of anti-advertising 
legislation. 
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BROADCASTERS 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
AWARDS 

Chairman Ray Olson of the Ak-Sar-Ben Conununity 
Service Award Program . has developed the preliminary 
rules relating thereto. He has spent a great deal of 
effort on this, and· all broadcasters are urged to fully 

co-operate on this program. In due course, an explanatory letter and 
official rules will be sent to all stations. 

******** 
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