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INTRODUCTION

How do we know the Bible is the word of God?  So far we have shown that it is because it 
says it is, and this is demonstrated in various ways.  We have looked at the unique nature 
and impact of the Bible, and we have looked at the single united story that reveals a single 
author.  Today we continue to demonstrate the divine authorship of Scripture by examining 
prophecy and in particular Messianic prophecy.  The Bible is unique in its prophecies.  Every 
religion has had so called prophets, very few have written down predictions to take place 
hundreds or thousands of years to come.  The Bible stands alone in its accuracy in detail.  
In particular the Bible has about 300 prophecies that have to do with the central figure who 
would save sinful humanity, Jesus Christ.  God’s saving work in Christ we have shown is the 
centre piece of the Scriptures, and various specific details about this Saviour are predicted 
from the first book of the Bible.

This has been one of my most effective tools in evangelism and I would encourage all of us 
to be familiar with what the Bible prophesies about Christ.  Here is why it is important.  The 
fact that God speaks through prophets about the future demonstrates the reality of God’s 
existence.  It not only proves that He is there, but also that He is a God who is eternal, and 
who is able to work out the course of history according to His plan.  If the prophecies of the 
Bible are true then there is an eternal and sovereign God who is driving history towards a 
revealed conclusion.  If what God revealed about the Saviour Jesus Christ came true then 
what God says about the future judgement, and heaven and hell are true as well.  The 
reason we should become familiar with this tool is because this was how the apostles 
preached the gospel.  They regularly pointed out that what Jesus had just done historically 
before witnesses had been prophesied by the word of God.  And the reason the apostles did
this was because Jesus Himself did this.  Think on Jesus on the Emmaus road, Luke 24:26-
27, ‘Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?"27 And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself.’  Then listen to Peter and Paul as they preach, Acts
2:30-31, ‘Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him 
that he would set one of his descendants on his throne,31 he foresaw and spoke about the 
resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see 
corruption.’  Acts 13:29, ‘And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they 
took him down from the tree and laid him in a tomb.’  

There are of course those who because of an anti-supernatural bias seek to discredit these 
prophecies.  Some have said that these OT prophecies were written after the events of 
Jesus life.  The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, as well as the Septuagint translation 
which was translated about 250 BC, disprove this point.  Others have tried to say that Jesus 
self-fulfilled these prophecies.  But any thinking person will see that you cannot control 
where you are born, how you are born, and the exact details of how you will die by 
another’s hand.  Once the evidence is examined the unreasonableness of such arguments 



becomes apparent.  We will look at those prophecies that have to do with Jesus birth, His 
nature, His ministry and His death, burial and resurrection.  

Birth

The hope of human history, the undoing of the work of the devil has from the beginning 
rested in the promise of a child who would be born.  This promise is given in Gen. 3:15, ‘I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel."’  Here God is speaking to the devil 
and from His own ‘lips’ gives the first prophecy of the devil’s final defeat by a child who 
would be born from Eve’s line.  The prophecy first speaks about a battle between offspring 
in the plural which will climax in single combat.  The NT shows that this child of Eve is Jesus
Christ by tracing His genealogy all the way back to Adam, Luke 3:38, ‘the son of Seth, the 
son of Adam, the son of God.’  This child being born of Adam and Eve must be human then,
and this is fulfilled when Jesus the second person of the Trinity becomes a man, John 1:1, 
14, ‘In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’ 
‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.’  Born of Eve, therefore a human 
being, being a male child, with the purpose of crushing satan, as the climax to a conflict 
between believers and unbelievers, this is all fulfilled in Christ.  The devil’s power over 
sinners is their sin, by dying in payment for our sins the devil’s power over us is crushed at 
the cross, and the final vanquishing of the devil and full payment for his sins will come when
Jesus comes again.

This child to be born, this hope of the ages was also promised to be the offspring of 
Abraham who would bring blessing to all nations, Gen. 22:18, ‘and in your offspring shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice’.  Jesus is called the
son of Abraham, an Israelite in Matt. 1:1.  Numbers 24:17 reveals that a king who will crush
heads will come from Jacob, ‘I see him, but not now; I behold him, but not near: a star shall
come out of Jacob, and a scepter shall rise out of Israel; it shall crush the forehead of Moab 
and break down all the sons of Sheth.’  Here we are told that Jesus is of one of the twelve 
tribes.  This is fulfilled in Luke 3:34.  This King we are told will spring from Judah’s line, the 
fourth son of Jacob, Gen. 49:10, ‘The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's 
staff from between his feet, until tribute comes to him; and to him shall be the obedience of
the peoples.’  For this reason Jesus is called the Lion of Judah, Rev. 5:5, for He is descended
from Judah, luke 3:33.  Isaiah 11:1 tells us that Jesse one of Judah’s offspring will give rise 
to the Messiah, ‘There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from 
his roots shall bear fruit.’  Why is Jesse important?  He is David’s father.  Luke 3:31-32 
shows that these are blood descendants of Christ.  This blood line relation to David makes it
fitting for Christ to be the true King of Israel.  Jesus was called the Son of David by those 
seeking miracles from Him, Matt. 20:31.  It is not any old person who can fulfil such 
prophecies.  By the time of Christ there were only 3 unmixed tribes left.

But more than this the OT also prophesied that the coming King of Israel would be born in 
Bethlehem, David’s home town, Micah 5:2, ‘But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too 
little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be 
ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.’  Luke 2:1-7 shows 
how in the providence of God by an imperial decree Joseph with his pregnant wife arrived in
Bethlehem just in time for the birth of the Messiah to fulfil this prophecy.

And more still is the miracle of the virgin birth foretold in Is. 7:14, ‘Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call 



his name Immanuel.’  This prophecy has been disputed because the word for virgin here 
can mean young woman.  However, the Greek translators of the verse in the Septuagint 
translated it as virgin recognising its common usage.  The uniqueness of this birth is 
recorded in the miracle of Mary conceiving miraculously by the power of the Spirit while still 
a virgin.  

So here they all are, prophecies related to His birth, a male child, born of Abraham, Jacob, 
Jesse and David who would be born in Bethlehem and by a miraculous birth.  On top of that
He is literally Immanuel, God with us.  Who else can satisfy all these predictions?  

Nature

An amazing origin story is not the only thing that is predicted about Jesus.  We are given 
glimpses into His unique nature.  We have already mentioned that Is. 7:14 predicts that He 
will be God with us.  This is added to in Is. 9:6-7, ‘For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Of the increase of 
his government and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his 
kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time 
forth and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.’  Here is a child, who is a 
male, who will be king, but notice His names, they are extravagant.  These could merely be 
titles which give praise to God, but in the case of Christ they literally come true.  But notice 
as well, that this individual child who will reign will have a kingdom whose peace will have 
no end and who will rule ‘forevermore.’  Is this hyperbole or is it pointing to an eternal 
reign?  This eternal reign of a single child is an echo of the promises made to David, 2 Sam. 
7:13, ‘He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.’  An eternal Son.  The eternal nature of this coming king is again repeated in Micah 
5:2, ‘from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth 
is from of old, from ancient days.’  He is eternal from the past and will have an eternal 
future, in what way is God different to a human being in terms of eternity?  We do not exist 
from eternity past.    

This person David sees in a vision as His lord, one who is superior to him, Ps. 110:1, ‘The 
LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your footstool."’  
This person is superior to David.  We are also told that He will be a prophet, Deut. 18:18-
Matt. 21:11; a priest, Ps. 110:4-Heb. 3:1, and King, Ps. 2:6-Matt. 27:37, all in one. Who else
can fulfil these predictions.  One who is pre-existent, one who will reign forever, one who is 
prophet, priest and king, and who is greater that David who can be called God with us?  
Only Jesus Christ!

Ministry

The formal ministry of Jesus Christ was only about 3 ½ years long, yet the nature of it was 
so significant that it was foretold in prophecy.  In particular the miracles that Christ 
performed are important.  You see even Jesus Himself pointed to the miracles as a 
fulfilment of prophecy to authenticate His identity.  Luke 7:18-22, ‘The disciples of John 
reported all these things to him. And John,19 calling two of his disciples to him, sent them 
to the Lord, saying, "Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?"20 And 
when the men had come to him, they said, "John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, 
'Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?'"21 In that hour he healed 
many people of diseases and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he 
bestowed sight.22 And he answered them, "Go and tell John what you have seen and 



heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them.’  Is. 35:4-6 is fulfilled 
by these verses, ‘Say to those who have an anxious heart, "Be strong; fear not!  Behold, 
your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God.  He will come and save 
you."  Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then 
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.  For waters 
break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert.’  Drawing on the idea of the 
anointed one in Isaiah Jesus points out that He is the one prophesied about in verses like Is.
61:1-2 and Is. 11:1-5.  This anointing for ministry which is predicted is fulfilled when Jesus 
in baptised and the Spirit descends upon Him like a dove, Matt. 3:16-17.  

Other events during His ministry that are prophesied include cleansing the temple, Mal. 3:1-
Matt. 21:12; being a stumbling block to His people, Ps. 118:22-1 Pet. 2:7; preaching in 
parables Is. 6:9-10-Matt. 13:14-15; being a light to the Gentiles Is. 60:3-Acts 13:47-48; 
riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, Zech. 9:9-Luke 19:35-37.  

Death, Burial and Resurrection

Many of the prophecies focus on the last 24 hours of Jesus life before He dies on the cross.  
Jesus was betrayed by a friend, Ps. 41:9-Matt. 26:49; Judas sold Jesus at the price of a 
slave, Zech. 11:12-Matt. 26:15; Jesus would be forsaken by His disciples, Zech. 13:7-Mark 
14:50.  Two longer OT portions which have various details of Christ’s last day are Psalm 22 
and Isaiah 53.  

Psalm 22:1, Jesus was God forsaken-Matt. 27:46
22:7, the mocking of Christ-Matt. 27:29. 
22:8, the challenge for God to rescue Him-Matt.27:43
22:12-13, surrounded by strong enemies
22:14-15, physical weakness and thirst
22:16, pierced hands and feet-Luke 23:33
22:17, public humiliation and nakedness
22:18, gambling for clothing-John 19:23-24

Isaiah 53
52:13 speaks of the future exaltation of Christ
52:14 foretells the disfigurement through being tortured and mistreated
52:15 foretells how He will ‘sprinkle’ not only Israel but the nations for the forgiveness of 
sins
53:1 reveals how many will not believe the truth about Jesus
53:2 reveals His true and ordinary humanity as He comes in weakness and humility not 
pomp.  
53:3 speaks of His rejection by the majority, and the many pains He faced
53:4 predicts how He will undergo punishment as a substitute and how those who see Him 
will think Him cursed by God, hanging on a tree was a symbol of being cursed.
53:5 repeats the idea of substitutionary suffering as an innocent and mentions the stripes 
He received for us.
53:6 amplifies how one was dying for many, the innocent for the guilty
53:7 predicts His silent suffering
53:8 exposes the unjust treatment He received by various false trials.  As well as the fact 
that he is cut off from the living and dies.
53:9 points forward to Jesus death among thieves and yet buried in a rich man’s tomb.  This
verse also protests His innocence.



53:10 speaks about God’s good will in crushing Jesus and the good fruit of our salvation that
will come from it.
53:11 points forward to the many who will be justified by Christ’s work.
53:12 points forward to the reward Christ receives from His work. 

Zech. 12:10 foretells the stabbing of the spear into His side-John 19:34.
Ps. 34:20 predicts that none of His bones would be broken-John 19:33.
Is. 50:6 speaks of the spitting and beating He received-Matt. 26:67.

But that is not all.  There were also prophecies of Jesus resurrection on the third day.  Jesus
Himself prophesied this, John 2:19, ‘Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up."’  Matt. 12:39-40, ‘But he answered them, "An evil and 
adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the 
prophet Jonah.40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great
fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’  Peter 
recognised that the resurrection was foretold in Psalm 16:10-11 and so in his sermon on the
day of Pentecost says this, Acts 2:24-32, ‘God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, 
because it was not possible for him to be held by it.25 For David says concerning him,

"'I saw the Lord always before me,
for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;

26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
my flesh also will dwell in hope.

27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
or let your Holy One see corruption.

28 You have made known to me the paths of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.'

29 "Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.30 Being therefore a prophet, and 
knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants 
on his throne,31 he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not 
abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption.32 This Jesus God raised up, and of 
that we all are witnesses.’

We had better draw our thoughts together and to a close.  How do we know that the Bible 
is the word of God?  Because of the unique nature of its prophecy in particular the messianic
prophecies.  From every part of the OT, over thousands of years, by the hands of various 
authors the prediction of a child who would be Saviour was promised in many places.  We 
see many details about His birth, nature, ministry, and death, burial and resurrection.  
These are undeniable facts.  Many ask for proof of God’s existence of His communicating 
with us about Himself and what we ought to do, here is proof.  Those who refuse to believe 
in light of such overwhelming light will be held accountable.  The Bible is all about Jesus and
is at pains to reveal this Saviour to us, you cannot afford to reject Him.  See this testimony 
believe in the saving work of God in Christ.  You need a Saviour from sin and Jesus is the 
promised One.  Trust in Him today.                         


