
 1 

Osage Nation Congressional Committee on 
Government Operations Meeting 

 
April 8, 2019 

 
Minutes 

 
 

  Osage Nation Capitol Building 
Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

 
 

Call to Order 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Edwards at 5:19 p.m. 
 
 

Roll Call 
 
The roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Congressman Potts 
Congresswoman Pratt  
Congresswoman Whitehorn 
Congresswoman Edwards 
 
The following members were absent: 
 
Congressman BigHorse 
Congressman Maker 
 
Chair Edwards declared a quorum present. 
 
 

Prayer 
 
Prayer was given by Congresswoman Edwards. 
 
 

Approval of Minutes. 
 
Motion-To Approve. Congressman Potts made a motion to approve the minutes of April 2, 2019 as 
amended. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  
 

 
Reports 

 
 

(None) 
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Review Financials 
 

(None) 
 
Chair Edwards relinquished the position of Chair to Congressman Potts for the purpose of presenting 
legislation. 
 
Consideration of ONCA 18-61, An Act to amend and restate 15 ONC § 5-101 et seq and to establish 
an alternate effective date. (Edwards) 

 
Chair Potts gave the floor to Congresswoman Edwards.  
 

 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg2 line 60  
Insert new section “C. Should a board member resign, be removed, or pass away during service, the 
Principle Chief or branch controlling the appointment, may appoint a replacement to complete the term of 
the vacant seat; subject to confirmation when required by law.” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg 3, Line 128, After Stipend Insert “And travel reimbursement” 
Pg 3, Line 134, After “(stipend)” Insert “and travel reimbursement” 
Pg 4, Line 137, After “stipends” Insert “and travel reimbursement” 
Pg 4, Line 141, After “(stipends)” Insert “and travel reimbursement” 
Pg 4, Line 143, After “.” Insert “Compensation and travel reimbursement funding levels of the boards 
shall be officially communicated to Congress by the Executive Branch on or before July 15 for the 
following fiscal year: 
Pg 4, Line 146, After “stipends” Insert “and travel reimbursement” 
Pg 4, Line 149, After “compensation” Insert “and travel reimbursement”  
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg 2, Line 70 
Strike “eighteen 
Insert nine 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg 4, Line 154/155 
Insert “This bill shall be effective as of October 1st, 2019, upon signature of the Principal Chief or upon 
signature of the Speaker of the Osage Nation Congress following legislative override.” 
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The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg 2, Line 108 
Insert new section 
Board membership on a particular board or commission is limited to two consecutive terms. 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Recess. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to recess. The motion was seconded and 
passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
The meeting recessed at 6:09 p.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-61 as follows: 
 
Pg 2 line 75 
After “officials” 
Strike “or” 
Insert “,” 
After “employees” insert “or contractors” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Report. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to report Committee Substitute ONCA 18-
61 to Congress with a do pass with amendments recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed 
with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
Consideration of ONCA 18-63, An Act to amend the Open Records Act at 15 ONC §§ 8-102 and 8-
103 to include text messages and electronic mail sent on devices owned by the Osage Nation or 
accounts operated by the Osage Nation as public records; and to establish an alternate effective 
date. (Edwards) 
 
Motion-To Postpone. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to postpone ONCA 18-63 to the call of 
the Chair. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
Consideration of ONCA 18-64, An Act to amend 19 ONC § 3-105 of the Osage Nation Workforce 
Pay for Performance Act, to remove the ability of elected officials and Executive staff to receive the 
monetary equivalent of benefits when they elect not to participate; and to establish an alternate 
effective date. (Potts) 
 
Chair announced the sponsor didn’t wish this to be heard in committee today so moving to the next item 
on the agenda. 
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Chair Edwards relinquished the position of Chair to Congressman Potts for the purpose of presenting 
legislation. 
 
Consideration of ONCA 18-74, An Act to amend and restate the law on the Office of Fiscal and 
Performance Review, 15 ONC § 1-201 et seq.; and to establish an alternate effective date. 
(Edwards) 
 
Chair Potts gave the floor to Congresswoman Edwards. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to amend ONCA 18-74 as follows: 
 
Pg 2 line 47 
After “plans” Insert “annual reports and the Single Compliance Department annual report,” 
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Amend. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to amend ONCA 18-74 as follows: 
 
Page 2 Line 66 Insert   
 
F. OFPR is authorized to audit select Business Enterprise transactions for compliance with Osage law.  
 
G. OFPR is authorized to review all monthly financial reports from the Treasury Department and Osage 
Nation owned business entities for overall financial health and shall recommend to Congress when 
entities are deficient in their reporting requirements.  
 
The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Motion-To Report. Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to report ONCA 18-74 to Congress with a 
do pass with amendments recommendation. The motion was seconded and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
 
 

Adjournment 
 
Motion-To Adjourn. Congresswoman Whitehorn made a motion to adjourn. The motion was seconded 
and passed with 4 yeas and 0 nays.  
 
Chair Edwards adjourned the meeting at 6:46 p.m. 
 
 

Dana Murrell 
Committee Clerk 


