
Sermon 32: Revelation 9:1-12: The 5th Trumpet

OUTLINE

The nature of the locusts
The torment of the locusts

INTRODUCTION

Do you believe in demons?  If you say yes, then you will be laughed at in our modern 
secular society.  What the bible describes as demons are thought today to be the outdated 
prescientific imaginings fabricated by our fear of the unknown.  The idea is that what we 
now know is bacteria, germs, mental illness, genetic defects, etc., were once credited to be 
the work of demons.  The idea is that the poor benighted people didn’t know any better and
personalised nature.  This is not the view of the Bible.  We have the reality of demons 
confirmed from the mouth of Jesus Christ, a man who knew more than any other on things 
like hell and angels.  In the Pauline epistles, a man taken up to third heaven, we have the 
reality taught of the Christian living in the midst of a spiritual war, contending with the 
powers of darkness that are blinding the minds of unbelievers, and the demonic forces as 
the reality behind idolatry.  

As we come to the 5th trumpet I believe it is talking about the increased demonic activity as 
a judgement of God upon the unbeliever in the church age.  We saw in Genesis 3 that 
thorns and thistles were introduced as a judgement upon mankind because of their sin, but 
now since the killing of Christ and the greater light of truth in the gospel that is being 
rejected we see a harsher judgement of stings and torment in increased demonic activity 
afflicting mankind.  C.S. Lewis is famously quoted as saying that ‘God whispers to us in our 
pleasures, speaks in our conscience, and shouts in our pains.’  If this is the case, where God 
was mercifully shouting with the thistles and thorns of the OT curses, He is a raging 
banshee in the stings and torments of the 5th trumpet.  Sadly, for the majority this will result
in hardness of heart and not the humbling of oneself pain ought to produce.  

Where the first four trumpets portray the birth pains and the overthrow of stability in society
by the downfall of nations as a 10 plague flavoured type of siege, the intensified judgement 
of demonic oppression is portrayed as a locust plague like no other.  Here we see how the 
released demonic forces which produce idolatry and all other means of suffering are limited 
in a Job like affliction, but unlike Job they do not produce worship but hardness.  We 
understand this plague to be describing the post-ascension norm for the church age where 
there is a marked increase in demonic oppression resulting in increased human suffering and
hopelessness.  We are rejecting those chronological accounts which need an outside 
historical account to interpret the bible.  We are deliberately following the reformation 
principle of scripture interpreting scripture and not tying these trumpets to specific historical 
events, past or future.  Patterns and principles not people and places are the teachings we 
will take away.  We understand these visions to be equipping the people of God in all 
generations not merely one.



The nature of the locusts

V1, ‘And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and 
he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.’  We believe that this verse is 
describing satan’s fall from heaven.  It is difficult to an exact time of when that happened 
for Christ talks about satan falling as lightning during his ministry in Luke 10:17-20, ‘The 
seventy-two returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your 
name!" 18 And he said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 Behold, I 
have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the 
enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20 Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits 
are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."’  But this is also used
to describe the fall of satan in Isaiah 14:12, ‘"How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, 
son of Dawn!  How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!’  These 
verses are likely a reference to satan as the principality behind Babylon.  And then in Rev. 
12:7-9 we see another falling to earth after Christ’s ascension, ‘Now war arose in heaven, 
Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought 
back, 8 but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 9 And 
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, 
the deceiver of the whole world---he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 
thrown down with him.’  It is likely this last reference which explains 9:1.  

Keys usually indicate jurisdiction and authority, as Christ has the keys of death and Hades.  
God allows the devil to have authority to bring about this act of opening the bottomless pit, 
which in OT thought is the place where fallen angels, namely demons are kept.  We see the 
shaft opened and manifestations typical of judgement are exhibited, v2, ‘He opened the 
shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a great furnace,
and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shaft.’  Just as the locust 
plague darkened the earth in Ex. 10:15 darkness comes again as a judgement of locusts.  
Joel 2 which speaks of another locust judgement also has darkness as a judgement.  

The demonic locusts are then introduced in v3, ‘Then from the smoke came locusts on the 
earth, and they were given power like the power of scorpions of the earth.’  We have 
already seen demons associated with scorpions in Christ’s words.  They are renowned for 
being malicious and venomous.  V4, ‘They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or 
any green plant or any tree, but only those people who do not have the seal of God on their
foreheads.’  Unlike any other type of locusts they do not attack vegetation but people.  V5, 
‘They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment 
was like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone.’  5 months is the life span of a 
locust and this number is thought to represent not a literal time but God putting limits on 
their reign and power.  V6, ‘And in those days people will seek death and will not find it. 
They will long to die, but death will flee from them.’  Here we see the effects of the demonic
attacks, and we will explore these in detail a little later.

I do not think that these are literal locusts but that the various descriptions in v7-10 indicate
some of their attributes.  Horses are associated with power.  Crowns usually indicate 



authority.  The human faces indicate intelligence.  Lion’s teeth are for tearing and biting and 
probably indicate ferocity.  The iron breastplates speak of their irresistible onslaught.  The 
noise like chariots could either indicate their great number or their great strength and 
effectiveness like a chariot.  V11, ‘They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless 
pit. His name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.’  This I think is also 
a description of satan, the names are Hebrew and Greek meaning ‘destruction’ and ‘the one 
who destroys.’  In Rev. 12:9 we see Greek and Hebrew names used again for the devil.

The torment of the locusts

I believe that the torment of the locusts is the despair and hopelessness resulting from false
teaching.  As we continue in the book of Revelation we will see the demonic linked to false 
religion, Rev. 16:13-14, ‘And I saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the 
mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like 
frogs. 14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the 
whole world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.’  In 
Revelation 12:15 we see the devil sending a river of water out of his mouth to try and 
submerge the bride of Christ, but she is saved.  So the locusts are given power over those 
who are not sealed as God’s people, and cannot afflict the sealed.  They bring all the weight
and consequences of false teaching and lies to bear upon mankind.  Mankind does not want 
the truth and God sends them strong delusion to believe the lie and they are judged by 
what they want.  

So consider the widespread lies that enclose humanity today.  32% of the world is said to be
Christian.  We would want to query this number as evangelicals, Catholics, JWs and all the 
other Christian cults are included in this number.  But consider the rest.  Approximately 1.6 
billion people are muslims, and 50 countries are considered Muslim majority nations.  That is
23% of humanity that are presently enslaved by the demonic visions of an illiterate and 
immoral prophet who advocates world domination by war, the oppression of women, and 
many other evils.  15% percent of the world’s population are atheist, agnostic, or non-
religious.  They do not believe that we exist for a purpose or that we have any eternal 
significance except to donate our atoms to the stars.  14% are Hindus, that is about 1 billion
people who believe in pantheism and the cruel impersonal system of reincarnation.  5 and 
½%, that is about 394 million practice Chinese traditional religion.  376 million are 
Buddhists.  300 million practice ethnic religion; 100 million African traditional religions; and 
23 million Sikhism.  19 million practice Juche the nationalist religion of North Korea.  15 
million practice Spiritism, 14 million Judaism, 4.2 million Jainism, 4 million Shintoism, 4 
million Cao Dai, 2.6 million Zoroastrianism, 2 million Tenrikyo, 1 million Neo Paganism, and 
under a million for Unitarian universalism and Rastafarianism.  

Every unbeliever of any kind is deceived by the father of lies.  They are led to believe in a 
god who is not there, and they are enslaved to serve that god in some weird way.  In the 
OT we see the extreme bondage of false religion in the practices of child sacrifice, temple 
prostitution, and self-flagellation.  But we could add the burden of works that Christ invited 
His own Jewish people to flee from and take His easy yoke by comparison.  They are 



pointed to their own efforts, and resources to impress a god that does not exist.  They are 
drinking from empty cisterns and should be pitied.  And yet they will not give up their 
idolatry.

But demons torment mankind not only by false ideas of God and religion but also in leading 
them deeper into sin and afflicting them in their mental state.  Paul paints this picture for us
in Eph. 2:1-3, ‘And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, 
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that 
is now at work in the sons of disobedience--- 3 among whom we all once lived in the 
passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature
children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.’  The devil works by trapping us in our desires, in
addiction, in self-destroying and enslaving behaviour.  So it is estimated that there are 140 
million alcoholics, 208 million people using illegal drugs.  Pornhub is the world’s largest 
portal of porn on the internet and the numbers for 2014 were as follows, 78.9 billion videos 
were viewed using this single site.  That is 11 videos for every man woman and child on 
planet earth.  Not to mention all the other sins like greed, anger, coveting, etc.  Regarding 
mental health, it is said that 1 in 4 people will suffer from some form of mental illness and 
350 million people worldwide suffer from depression making it the leading cause of disability
in the world.  These and many other ways are the manifestations of this judgement in the 
world. 

The lies, the bondage and the torment, these are the effects of the demonic in the world.  
However the believer in the book of Revelation is one who has the truth and who does not 
soil his garments.  The sealed we are told are not tormented.  They have the truth, they 
have the Spirit to help them overcome sin and they have the joy of the Spirit.  True we have
trials, we have temptations, but we are not in despair as is portrayed in this trumpet 
judgement.  We have overcome the world by our faith and greater is He who is in us than 
he who is in the world.            

  


